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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 


O apology would have been nccessaiy for 
I issuing a new edition of this work had it 
been a mere reprint of that which last had 
the advantage of the authoi’s revision; but 
full justification was found in the fact that, during the 
subsequent yeais of his life, he had ciuichcd both text 
1111(1 iiot(‘s mill iiiipoitant additions and collections, 
wliidi the editor lias incoiporatcd. 

'I'lieie IS also given, in the Appendix, Noticr', of the 
ICmpcro)' (JliarJ(V in 1555 and 1556, which the antlioi 
eoiitiilnited lo tlie publications of the Pliilobiblon Society 
in 1856. 

The editoi’s own luUlitioiis, which uio coufiiiccl to 
the notes, aie deiived chiefly fioni woiks on the subject 
jmblishcd since 1853, and aie distinguished by being 
jilaced w'itliiii brackets 
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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 


The illustrations consist of portraits, from the author’s 
collection, of the leading personages referred to, and live 
coloured engravings from water-colour sketches of Ynste 
at Keir. A plan of the convent in 1554 is also given, 
derived fr’om Gachard. 

ROBERT GUY. 


The Wbrn, Pollokshawp, 
March ^ 1891. 




AUTHOR’S PREFACES. 


CONTENTS OF THE AUTHOR’S I’RI-FACTS 

I \ I 

Authoiities cited in this work— 

Fr. J de Siguen^a . v \ 

Fr P de Sando-val '» \ 

J A de Vcia, Fr M de Ant;iilu and M injius-, nf \ d^ i » ti 

Fathei P. Riliadcncira 
M Gachaid and T (jon/ali/ 

DouIjIs as to the Self i){-ifniniLil (Jlistfiun ^ I I Mnili \ i n i 
Don Modt-slo LifuLnlt. 

NoLicc of the I'ojli lit of ( h iiliv, \ ( n tin tiilr | i • 

Postscript foi I Sl(oii(I I diiioit 
Postscript foi a Thud I (Iilmn 

M Balvliiii/cii \ III (kn I niik \riil) i 1 i I > i M i 
M Ih JusU 
M Miniui 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

HE first, and. perhaps the best, printed account 
of the cloister life of Charles V. is to be | 
found in Jo'^eph de Siguon9a’s History of 
the Order of St, Jerome The author was 
boin, about 15^15, of noble parents, in the Aragonese 
city finni Avhence, according to the Jorouymite custom, 
lie aflciwaids took his name. lie became a monk 
about (lie ag(' of twenty-one, at El Pairal, iioai .Se¬ 
govia, and having studied at the loyal college of tlio 
I'lsioiial, 111' obtained groat fame as a preailioi 111 
and aioiind Sc'govia, and nas made piior of his ci.n- 
void. Woiiioviug to the Escoiial, be dcvoli'd hiiiiseir 
to lUouiiy lalxmi 111 tlie libiaiy vvliich was then being 
colledid and airaiiged by the Icainod Anas Montano 
Ills lepiilatioii ioi knowledge soon stood so high, that 
IMiihp II us('d to say of him, that he was the greatest 
wondei of the new convent, which was called the eighth 
wonder of the world. The first of his literary works, a 
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series of discovirses on Ecclesiastes, was denounced as 
heretical before the bar of the Inciuisition at Toledo; 
but he defended it so well, that he received honourable 
acquittal, and returned to the Escorial with an un¬ 
blemished character for orthodoxy, to write the history 
of St. Jerome and his Order. The first volume, con¬ 
taining the hfe of the saint, was jnxblishcd in 1595, in 
quarto, at Madrid; the second and third, in folio, in 
1600 and 1605. The author died in 1606, of apoplexy, 
at the Escorial, having been twice elected prior of the 
house. 

One of the most able and learned of ccclo.siastical hi.s- 
torians, Siguenpa, for the elegance and simple elof[nenc(* 
of his style, has been ranked among the chissiciil wnteis 
of Castile. Like all monkish chionicleis, lie has l)eeii 
I compelled to bind up a vast quantity oi‘ the tales ol 

! religious fiction with the vlu>at of authentic lusiim ; 

but he ivntcs with an aii of .sinceiil_\ ami tjood l.iilli, and 
when he is not dealing with mum les and mskmis, he 
seems to be earnest in his ('iideaioiii to liisimei and 
rccoid the tiuth In lelating flic' lih' of the Kinpeioi 
at l.nstc, lie had the mhaiitage of eoiueising with inanj 
eye-witncsscs of the facts Fiay Antonio de \ ilhuastm 
and seveial other monks of iiste weie his hiethieii at 
the Escoiial; the Einpcroi’s eoufessm, Itegia, and liis 
favourite preacher, Villaha, filled the .sann> posts m the 
household of Philip IL, and weic therefoie often at 
j the royal convent; the piior may also Iiavc been there. 
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Quixada the chamberlain, and Gaztelu the secretary, of 
Charles; and at Toledo or Madrid he may hare had 
opportunities of knowing Tomano, the Emperor’s mecha¬ 
nician. 

Pray Prudencio de Sandoral, Bishop of Pamplona, 
printed his well-known History of Charles V. at Valla¬ 
dolid, in folio, the first part in 1604, and the second part 
in 1606. In the latter a supplementary book is devoted 
to the Emperor’s retirement at Yuste. It was drawn up, 
as wo are told by the author, from a manuscript relation 
in his possession, written by Fray Martin de Angulo, 
prior of Yuste, at the desire of the Infanta Juana, daugh¬ 
ter of the Emperor and Pegent of Spain, at the time of 
his death. As Angulo came to Yuste, on being elected 
piior, only in the summer of 1558, his personal know¬ 
ledge of the Emperor’s sayings and doings was limited 
to the last few months of liis life There can be little 
doubt lliid his relation was known to Siguenga, whose 
po.silioii as pilot of the Escoiial must have given him 
access (o all the loyal aichiies. 

Juaii Antonio de Vera y Figueroa, Count of La Boca, 
punted Ills J'Jpilouw 0/ f/ie Life of Charles V., iii quarto, 
at hladiid, 111 1613 It contains little that Sandoval 
and otlu'is had not alictidy jiublislicd; but tlicic aie 
a few anecdotes of the Enqicioi’s letiicmont winch the 
autlioi may Jiave picked ii]) fiom tradition. Being more 
than seventy yeais of age at his death, in 1658, he 
may liave convciscd with pcisons who had known his 
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hero. He also may have seen the narrative of the prior I 
Angulo. 

Of that narrative a copy exists, or did lately exist, in 
the National Library at Madrid. It was seen there some 
years ago by M. Gachard, of Bruxelles.^ My friend Don 
Pascual de Gayangos kindly undertook to search for it, 
but he was not successful in discovering the original 
document, or even an early copy. Ho found, however, 
a manuscript work of the seventeentli century, which 
professed to embody the account by Angulo. I’lus work, 
entitled El Perfecto Dese^igmio, was Aviitten in 163S, nnil 
dedicated to the Count-Duke of Olnaivs , and its ant hoi, | 
in whose autogiaph it is written, Avas the M ai (jiiess del \'al - 
paraiso, a knight of Santiago and iiiembei of the eouiicil 
of war. It is one of the countless tieatiscs of that ii”<‘ 
on the viitucs of princes, of wlncli Oliailcs V. m Sjuiin 
at least, was always held uji us a iiiudcl 'riw* s(‘c()n<l 
part, of which a copy is now Ix'foic nic, is (‘iiliilcd, /.i/c 
0/the Emperor tn the Gnirenf of Yusfe, foh, „ l.'oil 

which was written hij the prior Fmi/ Mmini /A' .l/n/n/o, 
hy command of the J^rireexs' DoTm Jiaima mot ^thn 
booh and papers of eijnid ipnihiij <i,„l mdif \\ itli 
excejition of a few sciilences, and a feu fidling altcia- 
tions, the greater pait of tins uaiialiM' is uoid foi wuid 
that of Sandoval. I hkcuiM' leeogm.si* a leu (‘vci iidH 
from Vera Unless, thciefore, we suiipose that Saiuhnal 


1 Bitlleims de I’Academie lioyalc dii, 
Fiembie Paitie. 1845 
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and Vera, anticipating the process adopted by Valparaiso, 
transferred the document of Angulo to their own pages, it 
seems very doubtful whether the Marquess had more than 
a second-hand knowledge of the narrative of the prior. 

The Jesuit Pedro Eibadeneira, in his Life of Father 
Francisco Borja, printed in quarto, at Madrid, in 1592, 
gave a long and circumstantial account of the interviews 
which took place in Estremadura between that remark¬ 
able man and Charles V. Bom in 1527, and in very 
early life a favourite disciple of Loyola, Eibadeneira 
, had ample opportunities of gathering the materials of 
I his biography from the lips of Borja himself. He is not 
always accurate in his dates and names of places, but I f 
do not think that his mistakes of this kind are sufficiently 
important to discredit in any great degree the facts which 
he 1 elates 

Tlie.s(' aic the principal wiiters who have treated of 
the latlei days of Charles V, and who might hare con- 
\eise(l with Ills coiilompoiaries. From their works, 8tiada, 

!)(' Thou, lj('ti, and later authors, writing 011 the same 
subject, have diawn then materials, wliiili, in jiassiug 
riom ])eii to pen, liave iiudergoni' considerable changes 
id’ foiiu 

Oiii own Eobeilson has told the story of the Einjicior’s 
life at Vnste willi uiucli dignity and giacc, and still moio 
inuccnijicy Citing the ic.s]icctablo names of Sando^al, 
V'eia, and I)e 'I'liou, he si'cins to have chiefly relied upon 
Lcti, one of the most lively and least tiustworthy of the 
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6. Letter from the Gai'dinal-Arclihishojp {Siliceo) of Toledo to the 

Princess-Regent of S;pain^ 2W1 June 1556. 

7. Extract from the inventory of the furniture and jewels belonging to 

the Emperor at his death, 

8. Protest of Philip IL against the Pope^ Sth May 1557. 

9. Justification of the King of Spam against the Pope, the King of 

France, and the Diike of Ferrara, 

10 WiU of the Emperor, mth its codicil. 


Of these papers, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, and perhaps some of 
the others, have already been printed: of No. 7 I have 
given an abstract in my appendix. 

Notwithstanding the minute information which Gon¬ 
zalez has brought to light respecting the daily life of 
the Emperor at Ynste, some doubt still rests on the 
question whether Charles did or did not peiform his own 
obsequies. Gonzalez treats the story as an idle talc ; he 
laments the credulity displayed even in the sober state¬ 
ment of Siguenga; and he pours out much patriotic 
scorn on the highly wrought picture of JJobertson. The 
opinions of the canon, on all other matters caicfully 
weighed and considered, are well woitliy of respect, and 
require some examination 

Of Eobertson’s account of the mattei, it is impossible 
to offer any defence. Masterly as a sketch, it has un¬ 
happily been copied from the canvas of the iiiiscrupuloiis 
Leti,^ who had himself copied and caricatured the account 
given by Strada In everything but style it is indeed 


I 

I 


^ Vita deW mvitissimo imp Carlo 7 . da Gregoiio Lcti, 4 vol& 121110, Amstoi- 
dam, 1700, iv pp 370-4 
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very absurd. “ The Emperor was bent,” says the historian, \ 
“ on performing some act of piety that would display his i 
zeal, and merit the favour of Heaven. The act on which 
he fixed was as wild and uncommon as any that super¬ 
stition ever suggested to a weak and disordered fancy. 

He resolved to celebrate his own obsequies before his 
death. He ordered his tomb to be erected in the chapel 
of the monastery. His domestics marched thither in 
funeral procession, with black tapers in their hands. He ^ 
' bimgfilf followed in his shroud He was laid in his coffin 
with much solemnity. The service for the dead was 
I chanted, and Charles joined in the prayers which were 

' offered up for the rest of his soul, mingling his tears 

with those which his attendants shed, as if they had been 
celebrating a real funeral. The ceremony closed with 
sprinkling holy water on the coffin in the usual form, 
and all the assistants retiring, the doors of the chapel 
were shut. Then Charles rose out of the coffin, and 
withdrew to his apartment, full of those awful sentiments 
which such a singular solemnity was calculated to inspire. 

Hut either the fatiguing length of the ceremony, or the 
impressions which the image of death left on his mind, 
affected him so much, that next day he was seized with a 
fever. IIis feeble frame ceuld not long resist its violence, 
and he expired on the 21st September, after a life of fifty- 
eight years, six months, and twenty-five days.” 

Siguen9a’s account of the affair, which I have adopted, 
is that Charles, conceiving it to be for the benefit of his 
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soul, and having obtained the consent of his confessor, 
caused a funeral service to be performed for himself, such 
as he had lately been performing for his father and 
mother. At this service he assisted, not as a corpse, but ^ 
as one of the spectators ,* holding in his hand, like the [ 
others, a vpaxen taper, vrhich, at a certain point of the 
ceremonial, he delivered to the officiating priest, in token 
of his desire to commit his soul to the keeping of his 
Maker. There is not a word to justify the tale that he 
followed the procession in his shroud, or that he simu¬ 
lated death in his coffin, or that he was left behind, sliiit 
up alone in the church, when the service was ovci 

In this story respecting an infirm old man, the ilovoul 
son of a Chuich where services for the dead arc of daily oc¬ 
currence, I can sec nothing incredible, or very siiipusim> 

It is siuely as reasonable for a man on the In ink ol tlic 
grave to perform funeial rites foi himself, as lo iicifoiiii 
such rites for persons Avho had been IniiK'd many veins 
before. Superstitiou and dyspepsia have duven men into 
far greater extravagances Nor is tlic'ie any icasoii to 
doubt Siguenga’s veracity in a matter in which the ciedit 
of his order, ortho interest of the Church, is in no way 
concerned. He might perhaps be suspected of ovei slat¬ 
ing the regard entertained by the Empcroi for the fiiars 
of Yuste, were his evidence not confirmed by the letters 
of the friar-hating household. But I sec no reason for 
questioning the accuracy of his account of the imjicrial 
obsequies. That account was written while he was prior 
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of the Escorial, and as such almost in the personal service | 
of Philip II.j a prince who was peculiarly jealous of what | 

was written about his father.^ And it was pubhshed with | 

the authority of his name, while men were still alive who 
could have contradicted a misstatement. I 

The strongest objection urged by Gonzalez to the story, 
rests on the absence of all confirmation of it in the letters j 
written from Yuste. We know, he says, that, on the | 

26th August 1558, the Emperor gave audience to Don ] 

Pedro Manrique; that on the 27th he spent the greater 
part of the day in writing to the Princess-Eegent; and 
that on the 28th he held a long conference with Garcilasso 
de la Vega on the affairs of Flanders Can wo therefore 
believe what is alleged by Siguenga, that the afternoon 
of the 27th and the morning of the 28th were given by 
Charles to the performance of his funeral rites; and if 
litcs so remarkable were performed, is it credible that no 
allusion to them should be made m letters wiitten at 
Yuste on the days when they took place? 

Part of the objection falls to the ground, when reference 
IS made to the folio of Siguenca. lie says • that the 
obsequies weio celebrated, not on the 27th and 28tli, but 
on the 30tli August; and it so happens, that on that day 
and the next, no letters weie written at Yuste, or at least, 
that none bearing cither of those dates fell into the hands 
of Gonzalez The Emperor’s attack of illness, on the 


^ Sec chap XI p 431 

Sigiien^a, JItst de la Orden de S Gei'671 , tom. 111 p 201. 
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30th, was ascribed by the physician to his having sat too 
long in the sun in his western alcove; and his being able 
to sit there tallies with Siguen9a’s statement, that he felt 
better after his funeral. From the absence of allusion in 
the letters to a service so remarkable, I infer, not that it 
never took place, but that the secretary and chamberlain 
did not think it worthy of remark. Charles was notoriously 
devout, and very fond of devotional exercises beyond the 
I daily routine of religious observance. His punctuality in 
I performing his spiritual duties may be noted in the Yustc 
I letters, where frequent mention is made of his lecoiviiig 
the Eucharist at the hermitage of Belem, a fact stated 111 
proof, we may be sure, not of the warmth of lus pjcly, 
but of the robustness of his health Of the sci\ u rs pei- 
formed in the church for the souls of Ins deceased piueiits 
and wife, which both Sigucnt^a and Sandoval liav(> le- 
corded, and which I see no icason to doubt, no notice* 
whatever occurs in the letteis, cxceiit a casual leniaik 
which fell from the pen of secietaiy Claztelu, on the 
28 th April 155^’ that “Juan Gaytan had conic to put in 
order the wax and other lluugs needful for the lionoui.s 
of the Empress, which IJis Majesty was in the habil 
of celebrating on each May-day ” The tiutli seenis to 
be that the most hearty enmity pievailed between the 
Jeronymites and the imperial hou.scliold, and that the 
chamberlain and his people abstained from all communi¬ 
cations with the monks not absolutely necessary, and left 
the religious recreations, as well as the spiritual interests 
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of their master, entirely in the hands of the confessor and 
the prior. Keeping no record of the functions performed 
within the walls of the convent, it is possible that the lay 

I letter-writers of Ynste might have passed over in silence 
even such a scene as that fabled by Kobertson; while in 
the sober pages of Siguenga, there really seems nothing 
' that a Spaniard of 1558, living next door to a convent, 
might not have deemed unworthy of special notice. 

It is remarkable that Gonzalez, while so strenuously 
denying the credibility of the story, should have furnished, 
under his own hand, a piece of evidence of some weight 
in its favour. In an inventory of State papers of Castile, 
drawn up by him in i8i8, and existing at Simancas, and 
in duplicate in the Foreign Office at Madrid, M. Gachard 
found the following entry. — 

No. 119, ann 1557 Ongimd Letters of Charles F, wntten from 
XinanchlJa and Ynste to the Infanta Jitana, and Juan Vastiuez de 
Moltva * * ^ They treat of the 'public affairs of the time item, oif rim 

MOUimiNG STUFFS ORDERED lOli THE PURPOSE OF PERFORMINQ lUS FUNERAL 
HONOURS DU RING JUS LIFE l 

M. Gachard supposes that this entry may have been 
transcribed by Gonzalez from the wrapper of a bundle ol' 
papers which he had found thus entitled, and the con¬ 
tents of which ho had neglected to verify If his sub¬ 
sequent rcsoaichcs did not discover any such documents, 
it is to be regretted tliat he had not at least corrected tlic 
error of the inventory. 

1 Itmi, de los luios quo cncaigo 2^a)a hacerse las horn as ui 'inda. Bull, de 
VAcad roy xii Piomibic Paitie, p 257 
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The grayest objection to the account of the affair which 
I have adopted, is, that it is not wholly confirmed by the 
prior Angulo. In Angulo’s report, says M. Gachard,^ it 
is stated that Charles ordered his obsequies to be per¬ 
formed during his life; but it is not stated whether the 
order was fulfilled. Sandoval, professing to take Angulo 
for his guide, is altogether silent on the subject; and as 
he can hardly be supposed to have been ignorant of the 
work of Siguenga, there is room for the presumption that 
he rejected the evidence of that churchman. But on a 
mere presumption, founded on the fact that a Benedictine 
did not choose to quote the writings of a Jcronymitc, I 
cannot agree to discard evidence otherwise icspectablc. 
I have therefore followed pnor Siguenca, of the Escoiial, 
the revival of whose version of the story will, I hope, iii 
time, counteract the inventions of latci wiitois—inven¬ 
tions which I have more than once lieaid giii\elj le- 
cognised as instinctive and authentic histoiy in the jnilpil 
discourses of popular divines - 

It may be a source of disappoiiilment to iny leadm.s, n.s 


^ Bull dcVAcad toy xii rieiniuic Taitie, p 259 

2 Bon Modosto Lafuoiitu, IhUoua d, Bspuun, ib toinos, hvo, M.kIikI, 1S51 7, 
tom xii. p 4841 denich the tiuth of the luiicitil tciciiioiiits ]k iloiiiird jn thi 
Empeior’s life He cites my adherence to Sif-uciiurh naiialive as a ot 
the mannei in which the idea had fixed itself 111 the public miiul, ]m( lu* does 
not endeavour to explain how the puor of the EseoiiaJ, iindei rhili]> JJ , cajm 
to wiite down a hction about the Enipeioi’s last days, m the pieseiicc ot sevci.il 
of Ins own Escoiial fiiaia who must have l)eeii eycwitnesheH fo the .seem* if il 
took place, and would have contiadicted hiiii if it li.id not IJo icMs his m 
cieduhty solely on the gicat impiobahility lliaf, il such a thing h.ul happened, 
the letter-WTiteis of Ynete would not have taken some notice of it 
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it is to myself, that I have not been able to lay before 
them any of the original letters of the Emperor and his 
servants, and their royal and official correspondents. In 
obtaining access, however, to the manuscript of Gonzalez, 

I I was subjected to conditions which rendered this im¬ 
possible. The French Government, I was informed, had 
entertained the design of publishing the entire work—a 
' design which the Kevolution of 1848 of course laid upon 

J the shelf, but which, I trust, will ere long be earned into 

effect. Meanwhile, I believe that neither the memoir nor 
the letters contain any interesting fact, or trait of char¬ 
acter, which will not be found in the following pages, with 
some illustrations of the Emperor and his history, gathered 
from other sources, which I hope may not be found 
altogether without value 

The poitrait of the Emperor, on my title-page, is taken 
fiom the fine punt, cngiaved by Eneas Vico, fiom his own 
dniuiiig—a head surrounded by a fiorid framcwoik of 
aiclutcctuial and emlilcmatical ornament. This seems to 
have been the poitiait which Charles, according to Lodo- 
vieo Dolce, examined so curiously and approved so highly, 
and for which he leu aided Vico with 200 crowns ‘ The 
(hawing was piobably made several ycais bcfoie the plate 
was engraved, but I have been unable to find any satis¬ 
factory contemporary portrait of the Emperor rii his latter 
days. Peiha])s none exists, as Charles, at the age of 


' Dialogo della PxUma (k M Loci Bolcc.bxo Svo, Vincgia, 1557, fol iS 
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thirty-five, considered himself, as he told the painter 
Holanda, already too old for limning purposes. The 
eagle and ornaments around the present head are selected 
from woodcuts in Spanish books of 1545 ^ and 1552.® 


^ Ml Ant Netessensis, B&rum a F&mando et Elizabethan gest, &c., foL, 
Granada, 1545 

^ J. C. Calvete, Viage del pnncipe D Phelippe, fol, Anveis, 1552. The 
neatly executed arms on the title-page heai the maik generally attributed to 
Juan B’Arphe y ViUafafie, the famous goldsmith, engravei, and aitistic author 
of Valladolid. 


Keir, 3isf May 1852. 
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POSTSCRIPT FOR A SECOND EDITION. 

HE favour with which this work has been 
received having rendered a second edition 
necessary, I have endeavoured to acknow¬ 
ledge my sense of the kindness of the public, 
by bestowing on its pages a cai-eful revision, as well 
as some new matter which I hope will be found to 
onhaiice its utility and interest, without greatly increasing 
its size. 

128 Park Street, Grosvenor Square, 

Dcmnbm 2isf, 1852. 
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- “-'PUS edition had already gone to press, when 
I first saw a paper communicated to the 
Koyal Academy of Belgium, by M. Bak- 
huizen van den Brink, and entitled La 
Retraite de Charles Quint, atutlyse d’un mmiiiscri2>t 
Nspagnol coutcniporain, par an Iteligieux de Vo'idii 
dr St. Jeo ome d Yuste ^ The manusciipt, thus analysed 
with great care and ability, was foimcily in the 
luchives of the Coui-fcodalo, and is now in those ol 
the Cour-d’appel at Bruxelles It consists of foity- 
tive folio pages, written in a fine close hand of the 
end of the sixteenth, or of the beginning ol the seven- 
tcenth century Its title is A Bnrf and Svmmuig 


•'h 
‘; 1 


>! 


^ Cohiyptc-rcndiL dc 6 seantL 6 do la commisston loycdc dluUoiie ou •iccuc'iL dc 
ses bulletins, DcuxiLme sciie, tom i i*-* Lullctm 8vo, liiiixcllcfa, 1S50, p 57. 
A few copies wcic btiuck oU a scpaiate tiact, and to one of them my letei- 
cuccb aie made. 
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History of how the Errvperor Don Charles V., our lord, 
determined to retire to the Monastery of St. Jerome 
of Yuste, in the Vera of Plasencia, cmd to renounce his 
States in favour of the Prince Don Philip his son, and of 
the mode and manner in which he lived for a year and 
eight months, all but eight days, in the Monastery until 
his death, cmd of the things which happened in Ins l%fe 
? and deoAh} The memoir is divided into fifty chapters, of 
1 which the first tells How the Prince Don Philip was 
; married in England, and the last treats Of the affliction 
i of the village of Quacos and all the Vera ivhen the body 
■ of the Emperor was removed from Yuste It was wiitten, 
says M. Bakhuizen, in or about 1574, soon after tlic 
removal of the Emperoi’s remains. The autlior infoims 
us that he was a monk of Yusto, and that he was one of 
four of the brotherhood who were appointed to watch the 
corpse of Charles at the time of his death, and one oi‘ 
eight who were sent to attend it to the Escorial I hit 
he has concealed his name, which at this distance of 
time there is little hope of discoveiing. M. Baklinizen 
is inclined to identify him with one of foui persons— 
the prior Angulo, the confessor llegla. Fray Loienzo de 


^ Htstona hreve y sumaua do como d Empemdor Don Cmlo^ Qmnio^ nucsiio 
senor, tratd devemr se a rccojer al monaUo to dc S Ilioonimo do Yuste, quo 
en la Vera de Flasmaa, y imunciai sus cstados cn clpiincipc, Eon Flitlipi sit 
hijo, y del modo y manera que vmo un aiio y odto meses •nicnos nucie dui'i, tjitc 
esiuvo en este w.onasie7^o, hasla que rnurxC^ y de las cosas que acaccieron cn sii 
mda y muerie. 
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Losar, employed as purveyor of the imperial household, 
and Fray Miguel de Torralva, who held the post of ' 
ohrero or master of works. The prior and the confessor, ; 
he says, are spoken of in such terms in the memoir, that | 
it is very unlikely that either of them was the author of 
it; to which I may add that, in the case of the confessor, 
this improbability is enhanced by the fact that Eegla left 
Yuste immediately after the Emperor’s death, and appears 
to have resided afterwards either at court or at Zaragoza. 

Of the two remaining friars, M. Bakhuizen is inclined 
to favour the claim of Losar, his name appealing along 
Avith that of the prior as a witness to the process-verbal 
which recorded the deposit of the Emperor's body at 
Yuste, and that document being given at full length in 
the memoir 

Not having seen the manuscript, I am unable to judge 
of the soundness of M. Bakhuizon’s hypothesis In the 
absence of direct evidence I should be inclined to attri¬ 
bute such a iiapcr to the one monk of Yuste whom we 
know to li.ivo been fond of reading and writing, Fiay 
11 ei naiido dc Coiral 

'liie nanative in the mam confiims those of Sandoval 
and vSiguonya It is not improbable that the authoi, 
before lie wrote Ins reminiscences, may have lefreslied 
his memory by reading Angulo’s memoir, which may 
account for minute coincidences with the expressions 
of Sandoval, who borrowed freely from Angulo. For 
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example, Sandoval says the Emperor was contented to 
lead “ the poor life of an honourable esquire,” ^ la pohre 
vida de un escudero honrado, while the Bakhuizen MS. 
compares the imperial household to that of a poor 
country gentleman, un pohre hidalgo.^ The resemblance 
to Siguenga’s account is still closer, so close that it seems 
likely that Siguenga, who does not avow any obligation 
to Angulo, may have been indebted for some, at least, 
I of his facts, to this other monk of Yuste. To cite a 
I few instances; the monk speaks of the retired Emperor as 

I a pohre hidalgo; Siguenga calls him an honesto hidalgo ; •* 

II the monk erroneously places the body of Queen Juana 
amongst the royal corpses brought in 1574 the 
Escorial;'* Siguenga, although prior of the Escorial, has 
fallen into the same error;® the stories of the hy.ssop 
and pyx, which I have related® on the authority of 
Siguenga,^ are also told by the monk;® and lastly, 
Siguenga’s description of the obsequies performed by 
Charles for himself is confirmed in every paiticular by 
this anonymous eye-witness.® Whoever its authoi may 
have been, the manuscript is well wortli printing onlno, 


» Sandoval, E%st dc Cmlos V, 2 tom , fol, I’.iiniiloiia, 1634, 11 jt Si i 
* Bakhuizeu van den Bunk, La Itctraiic, p 20 
® Sipfuenca, delnord dc S Gci6}nmo^\u p 291 
^ Bakhmzen van den Brink, La HettaUCf j) 60 
^ Siguenca, ui p 569 Cliaj/ vin p 273 

^ Siguenga, 111 pp 194, 195 
® Bakliuizen van den Bunk, La HciraitCj p. 39. 

9 Id, p 45 
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I and I trust that the Belgian Goremment may ere long 
be induced to give it to the world. Meanwhile, I have 
to acknowledge my obligations to M. Bakhuizen van den 
Brink’s paper for several fresh details of the Emperor’s 
life and death, and to M. Van de Weyer and M. Gachard 
for their kindness in bringing that paper under my 
I notice. 

I To this edition I have also added a chapter on the 
Emperor’s abdication and subsequent life at Bruxelles, 
in which I have j&eely availed myself of information 
I supplied by M. Th. Juste, in his agreeable tract on that 
subject.^ 

Soon after the appearance of my work, M. Mignet 
commenced a series of elaborate papers on Charles V, 
his Abdication and Retirement, still in course of 
publication m the Journal des Savants, at Paris.^ 
Composed mainly of matciials afforded by the MS of 
Gonzalez, these papers explain why that MS. was 
acquired by the Foicign Office of France, and why it 
has been so zealously guaided by M Mignet. They 
are written in the able style with which M Migiiot’s 
other works have made the world familial’ The paucity 


I 

I 

I 


1 VAbdication dc Charles Quint, pai Th .Iiislo {c'ctiaite du Vrogu^ Pacifuivc), 
8vo, Liogc, 1851, p 31 

2 Cfiuilcs Quint, abdication, sa leltadc, hon s6jour, et sa mart an monas- 

Urc. hurommitc dc Yiislc, par M Mi^nct TJiose papois in ^he iniinhfi 

foi Novemhoi 1S52, ami were continued lu December, ami 111 January and 
March 1853 
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of extracts from the original documents is a matter of 
regret, but this defect may perhaps be repaired when 
the completed chapters are published in the form of 
a book. 

tzB Paek Steebt, Geosvbnoe Square, 

Jtm 25<A, 1853. 


[The articles above lefened to were published by M Mignet 111 i vol 8vo, 
Pans, 1854, as Charles-Qmnt, son abdication, son sCjour cl sa moi t an MonasUre 
de Ynste M Amddde Pichot also published, almost siniulf aiieously, hm CharU^i- 
Qumt, chronique dc sa vie inteneuie et dc sa vie politique de son ahdu atuni ct 
de sa letraxte dans Ic clottie de Yuste, i vol 8vo, l^aus, 1854, lu winch ho 
agrees with the views above stated as to tlie Empeioi’s jiart m his own obso 
qiiies (p. 443)* 

It IS due to M Gachaid to say that in Ins Rctraiic et mart dr Cluu /cv Quint an 
Monastdre de Yuste, 3 tomes Svo, Uiuxelles, (Jaud ct Leip/i^, 1854 5 [I din's 
Inklites, tom i®’, p Ixxiii ), he admits iho foice of Ihest* ()])iiiions, ami so lar 
modifies the views which he had jncviously cx))n ssed liy sayin;;—‘‘ Kn lesuind, 
je n'oserais, poui inon compte, admeltie in lojelei, <riiMP maui5ro alisoluo, Ics 
recitsdu leligieux do Yuste, du piicur fray Martin de Angulo ct dii I* Siguon/a 
La ceititude lustonque ne me parait encore acquisc, \ clI ('gard, d.nis un sims 
ni dans Tautie ; ” while m anothci passage (p Kvni) lie says—“ )*oui nioi, apres 
nue dtude attentivo des documents, jc tiouve des motifs .ipcu ])ies eyauv do 
doutei et de cioire ” 

Piescott, who published his Life of Charles the Fifth aftci his Abdiration 
in 1856, fanly summarises the argumeiitH on both sides, hut nielincH to adniii 
the fact that the obsequies took place 

Refeience may also be made to a volume consisting of a sumniaiy 111 Dutch 
of these three woiks, viz .— Af land, Kloostcrlevcn cn Dood can Ktnrl V num 
Stilling, Mignet en Pichol, dooi J L. 'rerweii,^,8vo, Utiecht, 1854 —Ku | 
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THE CLOISTER LIFE 

()I« THE 

EMPEROR CHARLES 


CHAPTER I 

nil' IMl'l'RIAL AliniCATION. 

T IS not possible to deter¬ 
mine the piecisc tune 
at ■which tlic Emperoi 
Charles V formed his 
celcbiated icsolntion to 
exchange the caies and 
honours of a thionc foi 
the icligious seclusion 
of a cloister It is cer¬ 
tain, however, that this lesolution was formed many 
years before it was carried into effect With his 


I 



( IIAV I 


I'lnporoi’s 
mtcntioii 
to letiK* 
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CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CHAP I. Empress, Isabella of Portugal, who died in 1538, j 

1538-51- Charles had agreed that so soon as state affairs and j 

the ages of their children should permit, they were j 
to retire for the remainder of their days—^he into a | 
convent of friars, and she into a nunnery. In 1542, . 

he confided his design to the Duke of Gandia ; and ■ 

in 1546, it had been whispered at court, and was 
I mentioned hy Bernardo Navagiero, the sharp-carcd 
I envoy of Venice, in a report to the Doge.* Lorenzo 
, Pires, the Portuguese envoy to Spain after the 
i Emperor’s retirement, asseits that Cliailes liini.selt 
told him at that time that he hud K'sohed to 
retire from the cares of pouer as eaily as 1535, 
after Ins tiinraphnnt retmn fiom the coinjuesl ol 
Tunis ® 

piiiiip ' In 1548, Philip, iK-ii-ap] aicnl c-i (he .S[»;nii'!i 
monaidiy, was sent foi hy Iiis f.ithei to ie<( im- tlic 
oath of allegiance fioni the .St.ites < I the iNeilici- 

imdeDuke lands, aiul 111 iiiTr, he Mas iinested Mitli the dm li\ 

of Milan 

of Milan hen only in Ins t'lghtet nlli \<mi, lln* 

Death of pvmcc had been left 11 Midouei h\ the di.ilh i.l hi> 

his hrst ^ 

wife Wife, Mary, (laiiglitoi of John III of On 

Ins return to Spam, he cnteied into iie^nii.dnnis Im 
the hand of a seeond I’oitugiiesi' biide, his eoiisin, 

1 Rdahonc^ Lii^lio, 1-46, ]»inilp(l in (Unit jundnitt i<f Hn I njnuii 
Charles V , cililod by lUv \V JJiikIiohI, 8vo, J.oiKbm, i.'* v-, p j;-; 

' - Migiiet, Chwlfs QiiiJit, son ithditcdion, stjtnn t( \n no,it mt 

monasUre de Yuslr, 8\o, P.iiih, 1851, p 6 
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I the Infanta Mary/ daughter of his father’s sister 
I Eleanor, by the late King, Don Emanuel. After 
delays unusual even in Peninsular diplomacy, these 
negotiations had almost reached a successful issue, 
when the Emperor, on the 30th July 1553, from 
Bruxelles, addressed Philip in a letter which pro¬ 
duced a very memorable effect on the politics of 
Europe. Mary Tudor, he wrote, had inherited the 
crown of England, and had given him an early hint 
of her gracious willingness to become his second 
Empress Eor himself, this tempting opportunity 
must bo foregone. “Wore the dominions of that 
kingdom greater even than they aio,” he said, “ they > 
should not move me from my purpose—a purpose of 
quite another kind”® But he desired his son to netrans- 

^ feiaitto 

take tlio matter iiilo Ins serious consideiation, and 
(o weigh well tiic molds of the English piinccss 
heCoio lie rcsohod to conclude any othci match. 

In hei cliddliood, the Lady Maiy had bocii betrothed 
to till! I'iinpi'ioi, and she wms now ole\cn ycais older 
tlian his son Bid Philip, who was picpaiing to 
many an iiiraiila oi ilinly-lhiee, was quite willing 

> llfi lifp li.is l)Ocn hy Fi r.ii lioco, Vifift th In 

} vu(->snntt liouu Mtntn luja del A*/y J) I, Jitudfiflcfii 

dr id nisK/id (iqnlla inttyni del (unrndo da iV'" l^ciW7adc la J.uz, fol, 

I islio.'i, i(i7S 

- “ I’cro bipn <i4 ]mc<lo aso^^inar quo otros muclios cslados mas piiiici- 
piUcK no me dohlaran m movcian del propoaito en quo chtoi, quo es biea 
tliforoiilo " Knip to Pliilip TJ, 30M1 July IS 53 - 


CHAP I 

ISS3* 

Negotia¬ 
tions for 
his second 
marnage 


Mary 
Tudor 
offers the 
Emperor 
her hand. 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CHAP L to transfer his affections to a queen of thirty-seven. 

ISS3- Usually slow to decide, he showed in this matter a 
promptitude of decision which proves how early in 
life he deserved the title, afterwards given to him 
by historians, of the Prudent. Concurring in the 
Emperor's opinion, that one or other of them ought 
to marry the Queen of England, and seeing that 
matrimony was distasteful to his father, he professed 
his readiness to take that duty on himself. lie had, 

! happily, not absolutely concluded the Poitugucse 
Braatooff match, aud he would therefore at once proceed to 
trcak it off, on the plea that the dowiy pionii.scd 
Portugal , -^as insuflScient. Father and son being thus of oiu> 
mind, they opened the diplomatic campaign ‘ vlucli 
ended in adding another kingdom to tlic hjiin'iicjil 
conquests for which the house of Austiia i\as alicady 
famous,* and in placing P]ii]]|), as king-consoit, on 
the throne of England On Ihc .same da\ wlmn 
Chailcs suggested to his son (he inopnel) ol Incak- 

1 In the St(il>small. Dot iQ, iS^S, it is stall'd tli.il Sii W DaMMi.int, 
in Ins Cf 1'f'fff f iditl Allmiuis, asscils (IiiLt ('liailis \ s(*iil uvj i 
6,200,000 Cl0^^n'^ to I)iil)C iiK'iiilx'its of tin* Hotiso of ( oioinoiis ti» \oli' loi 
Queen Maiy Tiidoi’s man n\i(1i IMiiIijj I] 

2 Aiulso tersely celebniU'il in the e]>i;4i.im of M.ittliias Coivinus 

“ Hella f^crant alii, tu fi Iik Austiia inihr ' 

J'fain cirnu Mais alns dat tilii ro;;mi \cmis ’ 

“ Fight those A\ho will, lot uell stan’d Auslna uod, 

And conquer langdonib in the niainage hod " 

In theiZcac^cr, 29th July 1865, it is said “Dr Budiinanof ih-ilin a.U 
the question, Upon what aiithoiity does William Stilling, in Thr CluusUt 
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ing faith with his favourite sister’s only child, he chap i 
signed the first order for money to be spent in build- iss4. 
ing his retreat at Yuste, a Jeronymite convent in 
Estremadura in Spain; and as soon as the treachery 
had been completed, and the prize secured, he began 
seriously to prepare for a life of piety and repose. 

Rest and quiet were indeed urgently demanded by 
the state of his health. His constitution, naturally 
|| feeble, had long been undermined by violent attacks Emparors 
of gout. In 1550, that disease, flying to his head, {health 
, had threatened him with sudden death. In 
when his army of sixty thousand men lay before 
Metz, and all his thoughts weie bent on that cele¬ 
brated siege, it was with difficulty, when he visited 
Iho hues, tliat lie could sit his Tuikish charger for 
a (juailei of an hour at a time; liis face was pale 
and lliiii, Ins eyes sunken, and his hail and beard 
ncie obsened to have whitened with lemarkable m\,ik 

gor iLcil 

lapidily ‘ Eaily 111 155^, his health and spiiits weie repmt. 
Ml iMudi shaken, that thcic was some colour for 

A//J ttf Chftihs M.illhi.iNCoivinus the v\ell-kii<)vn (listit'li, 

‘ l;< idrit /ilii,' &L , scTJHj; IImi iihikes Jio njeiilion of it uiului 

('01 vinii.s * ” 

1 f(Mi I had no heltcr .iiithorily than the Uioqiaphtc UinversiUe I 
di) not SCO the til'llicli noticed in Veli^o’s Memotrs of the Cotut of 

j 1 Uiih iti 

^ 'I'liis IS not ]iome out hy (Jat hard, Rdrude H mort ilc CharUs Quint, 

2 lollies S\o, J>iu\elleH, iM 54 i ^oni i, iiUrodiictioii, p 26 *‘Seb {i^eiieiaux 
iiti lH)ii\ei(iit line iiicilleuie iiiiiie qu’il n’avait cu depuia dix ans ” 

Lit/m th' Chailtii da Timunj, du. Comte d'Areabenj et du Comte U'E<j- 
mont a hi Rvinc de Hontjur, 20, 24, and 25 Nov, 155* 
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CHAP. I 


ISS5. 


Emperor 
abdicates 
the sove¬ 
reignty 
of the 
Nether¬ 
lands. 


Company 
and cere¬ 
monial 


25th. October, at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
the States-General of the Netherlands appeared in 
the same haD by their deputies, to witness the 
Emperor’s abdication of the dominions of the house 
of Burgundy. They took their seats on benches 
placed in the form of a half circle, in front of a 
decorated dais, on which stood three chairs beneath ] 
a canopy of state. On each side of this dais wore | 
rows of seats, those on the right being reserved for i 
the knights of the Golden Fleece, and those on the 
left for royal and noble guests Aicheis of tlie 
guard and halberdiers stood scntiy at the doois and 
kept order in the body of the ball, wliidi was densely 
crowded with spectators The walls ueie coicaed 
with magnificent tapestries, on which the luh looms 
of Flanders had wrought the stoiy of the Fle(>ec ol 
Gold, and the institution of the oidc-r by Philip the 
I Good. When the deputies had taken then places 

i 

accoiding to their rank, the doors which (omniuni- 
cated with the palace chapel weie thiown open, and 
I the Emperor appeared The whole assembly 1 ()•-(’ 
i and uncovered as he appioached. Siippoiting him- 
j self on the right with a staff, and leaning with his 
I left hand on the shonldei of William, Piincu of 
Orange, he slowly made his w'ay acioss the dais, 
j and seated himself m the cential chair lie was 
j closely followed by his son Philip, by his sistcis, 

I Mary, Queen of Ilungaiy, and Eleaiioi, Queen of 
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Prance, and by his nephew, Ferdinand, Archduke of chap i 
Austria. After these came his beautiful niece, Chris- 
tina. Duchess of Lorraine, his nephew the gallant 
Emanuel Philibert, Duke of Savoy, and the Pope’s 
nuncio, heading a splendid throng of cardinals, ambas¬ 
sadors, nobles, and knights of the Fleece. Sir John 
I Mason was ambassador from the Queen of England 
I to the court at Bruxelles, and another Englishman 
I of higher historical fame was also there; Sir Thomas 
( Jresham, then the Queen’s Factor at Antwerp.^ The ’ 

King of England and Naples seated himself in the 
chair on the Emperor’s right hand, while the Queen 
of llungaiy took that on lus left When all were 
placed, the ushci of the council called over the 
names of the dcjintics of the provinces, and asked 
if llu'y weie fuiiushed with the necessary powers. 

'1 hell aiiswcis made, the Empeior oulercd the Coun- 
( ilioi IMiilihciL <lc Ihu.xellos to state to tlie assembly 
lh(‘ KMsoiis whicli had induced him to abdicate the 
till one In a pompons oiation, that functionary set 
loilli that ill-h(‘alLli had lendercd the burden of 
|)()uci intolciabh' to llioir inastei, and compelled him 
to seek the mildci climate of Spam; and lie ex¬ 
patiated on the good fortune of the Ncthcilands m 
lieiiin tlnis called upon to tiansfer their allegiance 

' ! Ill mill Tiiiii’i, of fill T/IIIIIU!, Oies/iaiii, by J W lluigoii, 2 vol-. 

Sno Loiidon, iS3y, vdI i |) i 7 j 
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CHAP I to a prince in all respects so admirable as tbe heir- 
isss apparent of Castile, The Emperor then rose, slowly 
and painfully, leaning heavily on the arm of the 
Prince of Orange. Holding in his hand a paper of 
notes, to which he occasionally referred, he delivered | 
in French, in the midst of the profoundest silence, I 
a speech, of which the substance, if not the exact j 
words, has been preseived ‘ ] 

Emperor’s “ Some of you,” he said, “ will lemcmber that on ■’ 
the 5th January last, forty ycais had elapsed since ' 
the day when, in this very hall, I icccivcd, at the age 
of fifteen, from my paternal grandfather the Fiin])e- 
I ror Maximilian, the sovereignty of the llclgiuu pio- 
! Vinces. My maternal giandfathci, King FcndinaiKl 
I the Catholic, dying soon aftei, thcic dovolvoil on me 
, the care of a heiitagc which the state of ni) niolliers 
I health did not pciniit lier to govi'in At the age 
i of seventeen, theiefoie, I tiossed the s('a lo lake 
I possession of the kingdom of S];ain At nineh'en, 
on the death of the Eni])eioi, I ventured to aspiK* to 
I the imperial eiovvn, fiom a desiie, not of extending 
my dominions, hut of the nioie offeclnally ])i()vidiiig 
I 

^ The oUicial accoiuiL llie .JxluMtioii, and \,uioiis 1 mn 

iiecied ^Mtll ten in all, m tlio lov.il .uthivoi of 

have bteu published by M (lachaid, in Iik Aj/fflif/c //tA/o/zos, Sm., 

I Ijiuxellcs, 1830, v(d 1 pp 70-106 The Kni])tiU)i’h ‘>i)eet h IS unioilini.Lltd}' 

_ not ofhcially lepoited, nor do the oiipin.iJ notes exist, )»iit thoi(‘ is an 
aceount of it diaNMi up “/it// qud(i}ic hnn /'Oitunuuif/r esittnf n la tlnlf 
I aA«e//i6Zc£?,” which imi&t have been Ostecincd a coiiclL one, or it ^\(^uld 
' baldly Lave been placed m the aichivcs 
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for the safety of Germany, and of my other kingdoms, 
and especially of the Belgian provinces, and in the 

I hope of maintaining peace amongst Christian nations, 
and of uniting their forces in defending the Catholic 
feith against the Turk. 

“ These designs I have not been able completely 
^ to execute, owing, in part, to the outbreak of the 
; German heresy, and in part to the jealousy of rival 
' powers. But with God’s help I have never ceased | 
' to resist my enemies, and to endeavour to fulfil the 
task imposed on me. In the course of my expedi¬ 
tions, sometimes to make war, sometimes to make 
])oaco, I have tiavelled nine times into Iligh 
Goiinany, six times into Spam, seven times into 
It.ily, four times into Fiance, twice into England, 
and Iwiei' into yUiica, accoiiiplishing in all foity long 
joiiiiK'js, Milliout counting visits of less irapoitancc 
to my 1,11 ions states I have ciossed the Medi- 

1 Cl 1 ii ncaii (Mglit tnni's, and the Spanish sea twice 
1 will not now allude to niy journey fioni Spam to 
the Ncllicilands, niideitaken, as yon know, lui 
icasoiis sulliciently giave ‘ My fiequent absence 
lioni llicse jiiovinces obliged uu“ to intrust then 
goveiiinicnl lo niy sistei Maiy, who is here picscut 
I 1 . now, and tlii> States-Gencral know also, how well 
she has discliaiged her duties Although I have 
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I 5 SS. 

been engaged in many wars, into none of them have 

I gone willingly; and in bidding you farewell, 
nothmg is so painful to me as not to have been able 
to leave you a firm and assured peace. Before my 
last expedition into Germany, considering the deplor¬ 
able state of my health, I had already contemplated 
relieving myself of the burden of public business; 
but the troubles which agitated Christendom induced ' 
me to put off my design, in the hope of restoring 
peace, and because, not being so enfeebled as I now 
am, I felt it incumbent on me to saciificc to the i 
welfare of my people what icmaincd to me of 
strength and life. I had almost attained the cud 


i of my endeavouis, when the sudden attac-k iiiach* 
upon me by the King of France and some of the 
German pimccs forced me again to take ii]) aims 
I I have done what J can to defeat the league against 
mo; but the issue of wai is in the hand of (led, 
who gives victoiy oi takes it aiiay at Ilis pleasiiu' 
Let us he thankful to Fiovidence that i\e have not 
j to deplore any of those gieat leveises \ihich leave 
deep traces bcliiiid them, hut, on the contiaiy, have 
obtained some victories of which our childicn may 
cherish the icmembiance In cntciiiig on my letiie- 
' ment I entreat you to he faithful to your prince, and 
to maintain a good understanding amongst yoin- 
I selves. Above all, resist those new sects which infebt 
the adjoining countiics; and if heresy should peiie- 
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trate within yoitr frontier, hasten to extirpate it, or c hap i. 
evil will overtake you. For myself, I must confess 
that I have been led into many eiTors, whether by 
youthful inexperience, or by the pride of riper age, 
or by some other weakness inherent in human nature 
But I declare that never, knowingly and willingly, 
have I done wrong or violence, nor authorised such 
I deeds in others. If, notwithstanding, such offences 
may be justly chargeable upon me, I solemnly assure 
{ you that I have committed them unknown to myself 
and against my own desire; and I entreat those 
whom I may thus have wronged, both those who aie , 
present to-day and those who arc absent, to grant 
me their forgiveness.” 

“ And heio,” says the English envoy,* in a 
(Icspalfli narrating the scene, “he bioke into 
woi'iiing, wheieunto, besides the dolefulncss of the 
iii.iltei, I tliink he was mueli provoked by seeing the 
nlioh' company to do the like before; theie being, 
ill my opiiiinn, not one man in the whole assembly, 
sliangm oi otlici, that dining the time of a good 
])iecc of his oiation ])oniod not out abundantly tears, 
some nioie, some less” (Compelled by his emotions 
to pause m Ins addicss, tlie Empeior sat down to 
rest (lueen Eleanor took the oppoitunity of hand- 

' fill Jiilm Mason, ilo'.patili qiiotccl liy J W Buigon; lAfaandTimn 
ofiSiJ Thoinas Chaham, 2 vols 8\o, London, 1839, vol 1 pp 175-6 
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ing him a small cup of cordial. Having touched it 
with his lips, he again rose, and turning to his son, 
who stood uncovered by his side, addressed him to 
this effect. 

“Were you put in possession of these provinces 
by my death, so fair a heritage might well give me 
a claim on your gratitude. But now that I give them 
up to you of my own will, dying as it weie befoie the [ 
time for your advantage, I expect that your care and 
love of your people will repay me in the way such ' 
a boon deserves. Other kings icckon themselves 
fortunate to be able, at the hour of clealh, to place 

J 

their crowns on their childicn’s heads; I isish lo 
enjoy this happiness in my life, and to see you leigii 
My conduct ivill have few imitatois, as it has feu 
examples, but it Avill be piaiscd if you justify my 
confidence, if you do not decline in the uisdoiii 
you haie hithcito displayed, and if you continue 
to be the stienuous dolendcr of the Catholic faith, 
and of law and justice, uliich aie tlu' stiength 
and the bulwaiks of cmpiic May joii also ha\(> 
a son to whom jon may, in turn, tiansmit yoiii 
power' ” 

With these words the Erapeioi teiideily em¬ 
braced his son, who was now kneeling bcfoic hi in, 
and kissing his hand Placing his hand on IIk- 
head of his successor, Charles V, ivith tears in his 
eyes, bestowed on him his paternal blessing, and 
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committed him to the protection of God. Philip’s 
cold heart was melted at this solemn moment, and 
he also shed tears, which likewise flowed plentifully 
both in the ranks of the noble and knightly spec¬ 
tators, and amongst the populace in the centre of 
the hall. ! 

The Empeior and his son having resumed their 
seats, Jacques Maes, an eminent lawyer and syndic | 
of Antwerp, stood up to answer the abdicating 
monarch in the name of the States-General His 
speech was remarkable for long-winded magnilo¬ 
quence and gross adulation. Charles was described 
as the greatest of monarchs, his Flemish people as 
the most devoted and peaceable of subjects. As 
foi Philip, that worthy imago of a great sire was 
(lo( lured to be so maivclloiisly endowed by natine, 
that hud the States-General been free to choose theii 
loid, they must have piefened him to any other 
[)iinc(' 111 Cliiistendom, Rising fiom his chair, the 
iK'w so\euMgn bowed to the assembly, replied in a 
few unids cxpicssive of his legrct for his impcifcct 
Freiuh, wliidi eompelled bun to speak through the 
mouth of tlu' Bishop of Anas, to whom, hoAVOver, 
lie liad impaited liis wislies and liis feelings 

Anthony Peiicnot, Bishop of Anas, was the able 
statesman aftciwards so poAvciful and so famous as 
Cardinal Gianvcllc Ilis address was well suited to 
the occasion, being hiicf, clear, and dignified. In 
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CHAP 1.1 the King’s name he assured the States-General that 
His Majesty had accepted the sovereignty only out of 
respect to^the express command of his father. He 
solemnly promised to employ all his power in 
governing them and defending them well, and he 


i I 


wiilli 


J 


hopGcl tno>t ho should find himself the lulcr of n lojnl 
people. He would remain among them as long, and 
he would return to them as often, as affaiis required 
his presence. He would specially watch ovci the 
maintenance of the Catliolic religion, justice, then 
















PHILIP II 








EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


17 


old laws, privileges and immunities, and in all o hap t. 
things would show himself a good prince, as he ^sss. 
hoped that they would show themselves good 
subjects. 

When the Bishop ended his harangue, the third 
personage in the royal group beneath the canopy 
rose to address the assembly. Mai-y, Queen of 
Hungary, for twenty-four years the able and inde- ' 
fatigable ruler of the Netherlands, announced that ^ 
she also was about to resign the delegated authority 
which she had so long wielded The Emperor and 
the King, said she, had at last permitted her to pass 
into Spain, there to serve God in the tranquillity 
which her age and her fatigues demanded. Had 
her knowledge and capacity been equal to the zeal 
and fidelity with which she had devoted herself to 
her duties, never would sovereign have been better 
scived, nor country better governed While she 
begged foi indulgence and forgiveness for the errors 
which she had committed, she acknowledged that 
these would have been far more numerous, but for 
the assistance she had received from the counsellors 
now around her, and fiom those who had gone 
before them. Entreating the Empeioi, the King, 
and the deputies to accept her services in the spiiit 
in which they had been rendered, she desired to 
carry with her the goodwill of the Belgian people, 
and to assure them of her affection, and of her earnest 

B 
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desire for their welfare, to which, any power she 
might possess would ever he directed,^ 

The eloquence and flattery of Jacques Maes were 
again put in motion. In his own diffuse style, and 
in the name of the States-General, he assured the 
Queen of Hungary that her government had given 
universal satisfaction, and he thanked her for the 
affection towards her late subjects which she had ! 
just expressed. 

The Emperor then signed and sealed the formal ] 
deed of abdication; and declaring Philip invested 
with the sovereignty of the Netherlands, he slowly 
retired from the hall, followed by his family and 
court, and leaving the audience deeply moved with 
a scene, which, more than any other event of an 
eventful reign, is calculated to affect the imagination 
and dwell in the remembrance of distant posterity.® 


^ Queen Mtuy’b speecli is printeil by JVI O.ielmul, fioiu a minute in 
hei own handwriting, in the royal aichives of Helgiuin 

Of the Emperor’a abdication tlieic »iie the following icpiebcnlaLJoiib 
which I have seen — 

, The two old and inteie&ting punts found m the 15 elgian collei lion, which 
, usually begins \vith the expedition to Tunis (Ivurzc Ei/cichniss, &c ), and 
I consists chiefly of battles and sieges in the Low Coiintiics and Ki.ukc, 
from 1574 to i6oo TJie/r6^ lepicsents Philip H Ivnecling hofoie lus 
fathei, the second the Empcioi walking away 
, Pictuie m the Museum at Anistcidam by Hieron:yiniis Pianck (lo 
, Vieiix). Notice des Tableaux du Mus^e [1876, No 113], uheic it is 
deaciibed The caitouche, vhich gives tlic subject of the pictino, Ra>s 
also “eaj invm D Petri do Haoincort H Franc ” It is .1 veiy biilliant 
, and agieeable picture in the style of Floii-,, whose pujnl Fiaiick was 
Tapeatiy in the H6tel de Ville at Biuxelles, which is piobably not 
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In the year following, on the i6th January 1556, 
in the same place, and with a similar ceremonial, 
he signed and sealed the act of abdication of his 
Sicilian and Spanish kingdoms, and their depen¬ 
dencies in Africa and the New World; and on 
the 16th August he placed in the hands of the 
Prince of Orange, who received it with tears, a 
deed of renunciation of the imperial crown to be 
laid before the Diet of the empire. It was already 
understood that the Electors were to confer the 
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! 


older than the eud of the seventeenth centiuy, and winch icpiesents 
Chailes V. m absurdly gaudy costume 

The fine pictiue by Louis Gallait, whicli attracted much attention in 
London duiing the Gieat Exhibition of 1862 

There is also a punt in the edition of Sandoval’s llistoria del Emp 
Cmlos Vi 2 voh fol, Antwerp, i68i 

An oval medal also conimemor.ites the abdication of Chailes V It 
beais the head of Philip II, and on the icveiso the figure of Atlas sup- 
poitino the world, with the motto “ UT QUiESCAr ATLAS ” It is eri- 
gi<i\ed in SifUoge nnmistnatuiti eleganhoruni quee diVtisi Impcrato} es, 
JUqcs, Pi incipts^ ComitcSi Eespubhtce diveisns oh caiisas ah anno 1550 ad 
annum 1600 cudi fecci unt, opcia et studio Joan Jacob. Luckii, fol 
A1 gen tor, 1620, p 177 

In Giillait’s pictme there are several points in which historical truth 
ha'i oitlier escaped the painter’s researches or been sacrificed by liim to 
what he consideieJ pictorial effect The Emperor is diessed in robes of 
clolh-of gold clasped with a jewelled brooch It i-^ not likely that lie w^oie 
anything of the kind, and it doe^^ not appear to have been noticed by 
either the English or Venetian envois The introduction of the iinpeii.Ll 
crown, hold on a cii'^hion hy a led-iobcd ecclesiastic, is aKo of veiv 
qii(‘sti(mahle piopiictv Hera's not resigning that crown, hut the crown 
of Bmgimily , and even had he been more fond of pagcaiitiy than he was, 
he vould hardly have p.iiaded it at that time, when it could hut leniiiul 
many of the spectators of Ins unsuccessful attempts to obtain it for 
Philip II Pive persons in led dresses like those ot Cardinals, one with the 
hat, appear amongst the spectatois Who w^ore they, and was any Car- 
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vacant dignity on Charleses brother Ferdinand, King 
of the Eomans, and actual sovereign of the arch¬ 
duchies of Austria. To obtain the diadem of the 
Caesars for his son Philip had long been one of the 
dreams of Charles’s ambition. Ferdinand, however, 
would neither waive his claims, nor even consent to 
the proposal that Philip should succeed him, to be 
succeeded in his turn by Ferdinand’s son, Maximilian, 
Kang of Bohemia The discussion of the question 
had for some time caused a coolness between the 
I ;_ 

' dinal at all present ’ On© of them (the tall man wjth papeis) js obviously 

meant for Gianvellc, who was not Caidinal till some 3 ears aftci Pohsibly 
Ills diess may be a little more violet than the rest, and that might suit his 
, church robes as Bishop of Airas I should also like to know the authoiify 
for dic&sing the two Queens in wlnte, and foi giving galleiies to tlie hall 
The little print of the scone is much nioie likely to be light in this point 
than any latei source of evidence The small liiuslied sketch of the 
picture IS at Fiankfoit “-/M, in tlie Skidel collection (No 350, Loins 
Gallait) {Catalogue 1879, No 460], and from it this note has been made 
Sept. 2, 1864. 

In the Cancionero General, 1557, there is a lomance entitled “Dcsciij)- 
cion del inodo como hizo icimiicia de sus icinos cu Esiwhay lienas on 
Flandes e Italia el empciador Cailos V , y modo como recibe Felipe II 
las coronas qiie le deja bu padic Conducta de la enii>eiatii7 do los 
e&tados y de los giamles eii aqnel acto " Tlie “ cmpeiatn/ ” is an ei km 
in the title, as she does not api>ear in tlie rom.ince, and is mcntionod 
probably in mistake for the Queen of Huiipaiy It has no poetic meiit 
or pretension, being a raeie ih}mcd account of the tiansaction, which it 
nairates faithfully enough It bogins— 

Carlos qumto do e&to nombro I Emporadoi icsidia 
Eu la villa do Biuzolas | Quo pocas voces balia 

It will be found in Depping’s Romancero Castellano, con notas de Ant 
Alcala Galiano, 2 vols 8vo, Leipsique, 1844, vol 1 p 413, No 295 T 
have translated it in The Chief Victories of the Empei 01 Chat les the Fifth 
foi, London, 1870, p 66 
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Emperor and the King of the Eomans; and Charles 
was especially offended with Ferdinand for seeking 
to strengthen his position by the support of the 
Protestant Electors. But the design being abandoned 
as hopeless, it was now the earnest wish of the 
abdicating monarch that the subsequent formalities 
should be accomplished with all practicable speed. 

“ Should the Electors,” he wrote to Ferdinand,^ 

“refuse their consent to the transfer of the title, 
which God forbid, my ambassadors are instnicted 
to demand that I be at least permitted to resign to 
you the entire administration of affairs. My con¬ 
science being thus discharged of its burden, I will 
keep the title, although, if any way can be found 
of laying even that aside, it is the thing which I 
most desire, and in which your good offices will give 
me most contentment ” 

When Chailes laid down the sceptre, he also Retires to 

a bouse in 

quitted tlic palace, of his Buigundian ancestors. 
lie chose foi Ills letreat a small house, wlieic part 
of lus childhood had been spent, in the park of 
Ihuxcllcs, not then the turn luban pleasance which 
Maria Theresa and modem taste have made it, but 
a skiit of the wild foiest of Soigne, well peopled 
with deer This pavilion, of one stoicy and a few 

1 Oil the Sill Aiigubt 1556 Tlio letter occnis in tlic Co) respondenz 
dcs Kaii>eis Kml K, von Di Kail Lanz, 3 8vo, Leipzig, 1844, 111 
pp 70S-9. 
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. rooms, for a century afterwards was known as the 
house of Charles V.; its site, near the Louvain gate, 
is now covered by the national or legislative palace 
of Belgium. Here the retired monarch lived for 
many months, much tormented with gout, but giving 
close attention to the winding-up of his affairs with 
the world. In the previous autumn the King of | 
the Eomans had negotiated at Augsburg a peace 
with the Protestants of Germany In the spring of 
1556, under the arbitration of the Englisli Queen, I 
the terms of a long truce between the house of 
Valois and the house of Austria were agreed upon 
at the abbey of Vaucelles. In this truce the 
Emperor took the deepest interest and an active 
part; hoping that it might be the foundation of 
that solid and lasting peace m which, as he told 
the States-General, it had been Ins wish to icliie 
' from the world. While thus engaged, ho seemed 
I to be lehearsmg the existence which he had so long 
planned for himself in the distant convent 111 Siiaiii 
j His sole counsellor and confidant was the Ihshop 
j of Anas He was waited on by a few gentlemen 
of grave and venerable aspect and clad m black; 
and he inhabited only a couple of rooms sombrcl} 
tapestiied with black cloth. 

Here, on Palm Sunday, 1556, he received the 
Admiral de Coligny, ambassador of Henry II. of 
Prance, sent to Bruxelles to witness the ratification ' 
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by the King of Spain of the trace between the c hap t 
crowns. The Frenchman and his brilliant following 
nearly filled the small room in which they found 
the Emperor, dressed in a citizen’s black gown of 
Florence serge and a Mantua bonnet, sitting beside 
his black writing-table When the Most Christian 
King’s letter was put into his hand, it was with 
some difiiculty that his gouty fingers broke the broad 
oflScial seal. “What will you say of me, my Lord 
Admiral,” said he; “ am I not a brave cavalier to > 
break a lance with, I—who can hardly open a 1 
letter ? ” After hearing the letter read by the Bishop 
, of Arras, and discussing its contents, he asked the 
ambassador about his master’s health, and whether 
he was getting giey. On learning that a few white 
hairs were already visible on the handsome head 
of Heiny II., he said that he well remembered 
the tune when he had first observed upon his own 
those unpleasant symptoms of decay. It was at 
Naples, after his return fiom Tunis, when he was 
being dressed and perfumed to pay his court to the 
ladies. At first he ordered his barber to pluck out 
the iiitiudcrs But for every white hair thus re¬ 
moved, he soon found that three more made then 
appearance; and he doubted not that, if he had 
persevered in the depilatory process, he would soon 
have been as white as a swan 

Brusquet, the famous jester of four kings of 
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CHAP I. 


Jests of 
Brusquet. 


Fi-ance/ had come in the train of the Admiral. 
Becognising him, the Emperor asked him how he 
did; to which Brusquet replied that His Majesty was 
too gracious to notice one of the worms of the earth. 
“ Have you forgotten,” said Charles, “ what passed 
between you and the Marshal de Stro2zi on the 
day of spurs 1" ® alluding to a battle in which that 
famous general had found his spurs of more use 
than his sword. “I remember it well,” retorted 
Bmsquet, “ it was at the very time when your 
Majesty bought those fine rubies and carbuncles 
which you wear on your fingers,” pointing to the 
Emperor’s hands, knotted and disfigured with gout 
At this rough personal thrust Charles laughed 
heaitily—a laugh in which all the company joined 
—and said, “I would not for a good deal have lost 
the lesson you have taught me, not to meddle with 
a man who looks like a haimless idiot, as you look, 


^ Fiancibl, rfeniy ir, Fianci*? If, and Chailcs IX Br.nifoinc gives 
an account of BiusqueL ami Ins wittici'iiiis, iii lus T)isco\ii 6 sui Ic Marc- 
] bchal Strozzi f (Envies^ 8 torn Svo, Pans, 1787, iv p 435 Ho kejit 
I what lie calleil a hook of fools, ami he lusciibed in it tlio name of Ins 
I master, Fiancis I, utter Charles V li.id been pcrniitted to pass through 
j France on Ins way to Ghent “ But whai,” said Fiancis, “ if 1 allow him 
I to letuni as securely as he came’” “Nay,” said liiusqiict, “if ho 
' ventures Inmsolf again in your poner, I will erase jour name, and put 
I his in Its place ” 

I ® Alluding piobahly to the battle, near Sienna, between Stiozzi and 
' Maiignano, befoie the long siege of Sienna, m winch the French 
' defended themselves foi two yeais against the Enipcioi and Spaniaids 
I See Capelloui, Vita di Andrea Doricty 410, Viiiegiu, 1565, p i6S 
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and assuredly are not." He then courteously dis- chap i 
missed the Admiral and his companions; and, going ^sss- 
to an open window, stood there, watching the caval¬ 
cade as it went glittering through the park, a well- 
timed appearance which dispelled a rumour that 
had been circulated of his being at the point of 
death. ^ 

Sometime afterwards, a contagious malady break- The Em- 
ing out at Bruxelles, the Emperor, on the 29th starrebeke 
June, removed for awhile from his home in the 
park to the castle of Sterrebeke, a few miles off, 
where he remained until the 15th July.® He con¬ 
tinued to linger in Flanders, partly on account 
of the difficulties which lay in the way of his re¬ 
nunciation of the imperial crown, but mainly from 
a desiie to see his daughter, Mary, wife of his 
nephew, Maximilian, King of Bohemia. These 
loyal personages being detained in Germany until 
July, Ills dcpartuio foi Spain, which had been fixed 
lui the mouth of June, was postponed until August 
When Maximilian and Maiy ainved, Biuxclles be- Anivaiot 

Miixmnnaii 

came foi a few days the scene of touineys, ban- 
(picts, and other sumptuous festivities. These ended, 

Journey to 

tlie Enipcioi began liis journey, and airived on tiiocoa^.t 

^ iUbiGi, LctUts ct Mcmoires cVetat Voyage de M, VAnmalt u 
P 633 

^ [Gacharti, lict) ailc ct Moi t de Chai les Quint^ 3 \ olb 8vo, J 3 i uxelles, 

3854-5, intioductioii, pp 129-31] 
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CHAP. I the 13th August at his favourite city of Ghent. 

ISS& There he was lodged, for ten or twelve days, in the 

hotel of Kavenstein, the mansion of an old historic 
race, standing opposite the ancient palace of the 
Counts of Flanders, in which he had first seen the 
light. 

On the 26th August, he gave a farewell audi¬ 
ence to the foreign ambassadors who had followed 
him from Bruxelles. He then took the road to 
Flushing, where the fleet had assembled to convey 
him to Spain. Besides the Queens of France and 
Hungary, who were to be the companions of his 
j voyage, he was attended to the coast by Philip II, 
Mary, Queen of Bohemia, and many of the nobles 
of the Netherlands. A good many days were spent 
at Flushing, or at Zuitburg, m waiting for favour- 

Emperors able Weather, Amonest the last things done on 

letter to | ° ° 

Ferdimmd i shore by the Emperor was to wiite to his brother 
Ferdinand a long letter of advice as to the manner 
I of dealing with the Electoral Diet in order to 
I procure its unconditional acceptance of the act of 
abdication. lie concluded it in these woids : “I 
i am all ready, waiting with the Queens my sisters, 

' until it shall please God to send us a fair wind 
^ to set sail, being determined to let no oppor¬ 
tunity slip, but to take the earliest occasion of 
j proceeding on our voyage, which I pray God 
I to prosper.—From Zuitburg, the 12 th Scptembci 







THE BAY OF BISCAY ; LAEEDO ; BURGOS ; 

AND VALLADOLID 

‘ ^ F the royal ladies who 

I were now about to ac¬ 

company their impeiial 
brother in his voyage, 
and, like him, to seek 
retiiement in Spain, the 
elder was the gentle and 
once beautiful Eleanor, 
Queen-dow'ager of Por¬ 
tugal and of France She was now in her fifty- 
eighth year, and much biokcn in health In youth 
the favouiitc sistei of the Emperor, she had accom¬ 
panied him in September 1517, in his voyage fiom 
Middlcburg to Santander, when he went to take 
possession of his Spanish crowns.^ In later days. 


^ E Veli'^.e, Menwiu of the Court ofAusttia^ tiaublated byF Demmlei, 
2 vols fcap 8vo, London, 1856, vol. i p 44 
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CHAP. n. she was always addressed by him as Madame ma 
1556 meilleure soeur ,^—she bad nevertheless been the 
peculiar victim of his policy and ambition. As a 
mere lad, he had driven from his court her first-love, 
Frederick, Prince-Palatine, that he might strengthen 
his alliance with Portugal by marrying her to 
Emanuel the Great, a man old enough to be her 
father, and tottering on the brink of the grave. 
When she became a widow, two years after¬ 
wards, her hand was used by her brother, first as a 
bait to flatter the hopes and fix the fidelity of the ' 
unfortunate Constable de Bourbon, and next as a 
means of soothing the wounded pride and obtaining 
the alliance of his captive, the Constable’s liege 
lord. The French marriage was probably the moie 
unhappy of the two. Francis I. never forgot that 
he had signed the contract m prison, and speedily 
forsook his new wife for the sake of mistresses 
new or old. The Queen was obliged to solace hci- 
self with such reflections as were plentifully supplied 
in the pedantic Latin verses of the day, in which 
the world ivas told, that whereas the fair Helen 
of Troy had been a cause of war, the no less 
lovely Eleanor of Austria was a bond and pledge 




^ See his letteis to her amongst the Pupiers d'Uat du Cardinal dc 
I Gianvelle d'api^s Ics manusents da laBxbhoth. de Besanqon^ 4to, Pans, 

I 1840-50, tom i -vm 
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, of peace.^ She bore her husband’s neglect with 

CHAP. II. 

hferoic meekness: she was an affectionate mother 

1556. 

to the children of her predecessor, and so far as 
her influence extended, an unwearied peace-maker 
between the houses of Valois and Austria. Since 
1547, year of her second widowhood, she had 

lived chiefly at the court of the Emperor, whose 
last public act of brotherly unkindness had been to 

1 instigate his son to break his troth to her only 


daughter.^ 

1 

t 

1 


^ Her device, a plioBnix amongst the flames, with the motto “ unica ! 
SEMPER AVIS,” octuYB in. Symbold Hemca M Claudii Paradini, i2mo, 
Antwerpise, 1567, p 92. 1 

® Queen Eleanoi is thus described by Roger Ascham, who saw her at 
Rruxelles 5th October 1550 “ I 3 eing Sunday I went to the mass, more to 

see than foi devotion, ^Mll some of youtliink The Regent was with tlie 
Einpeioi at Augusta, but the French Queen, the Eniperoi’s sister, was 
theie Slic c*iine to mass clad veiy solemnly all in white camenc, a robe 
giitlicied in plaits wrought very fan as niiglit be ^vitli needle white uoilc, 
«is white as a dove A tram of ladies followed hei, as black and evil as 
she w«is ^\ hite . . The Queen sat in a closet abo\ e ; her ladies kneeled 
.ill .ihioad in the chapel .iinong us . . The Queen went from mass to 
dinni‘1 , I followed her, and because we were gentlemen of England, I 
and anothei wcic udnutted to come into hci chamber heie she sat at 
diiinei Slic is served with no women, as great states he in England, but 
.ilfogcthci with men, hCiiiiiig tlieii c.ips on then lie.ads whilst they come 
into tho ch.iinhci whcic she sits, and thoro one takes oil all tlicir caps 
The say given tliey dopait I stood veiy mgli tho table and saw all 
Mon, as I .said, seivoil, only tw’o w'omcn stood by the hicside, not f.ii 
fioni llio table, foi the chanibei was little, and talked \eiy loud and 
hioacUy with whom they would, as mothought This Queen’s scivice, 
conipaiod wutli my lady Elizabeth’s niy mistiess’ seivice, i& not so piince- 
likc noi honouuihly handled Hci first coiuse was apples, pears, plumbs, 
grapes, nuts, and roots ; and with tins moat she begun Tlien she had 
bacon and chickens, almost covcied Avitli sod onions that all the chamber 
smelled of it She had a loast caponet and a pasty of wild boar, and I 
thus maiking all the beliavioui, w’^as content to lose the second couise, 
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ISS<S- 

Mary, 
Queen- 
dowager of 
Hungary, 


The other sister, Mary, Queen-dowager of Hun- 
gaiy, was fire years younger than Eleanor, and a 
woman of a very different stamp. Her husband, 
Louis II., had been slain in 1526, shot through the 
head by an arrow as he fought against Sultan 
Solyman on the fatal field of Mohacz. His young 
widow had barely time to escape from Ofen before 
the Tiu'ks entered the gates. Inconsolable for 
his loss, Mary, then only twenty-three years of age, 
took a vow of perpetual widowhood, a vow from 
which she never sought a dispensation. In spite of 
this act of feminine devotion, she was, even in that 
age of manly women, remarkable for her intrepid 
, spnit and her iron frame. To much of the bodily 
I strength of her Polish ancestress, Cymburgis of the 
hammer-fist, she united the cool head and the strong 
will of her brother Charles. Hunting and hawking 
she loved like Mary of Buigundy, and her horse¬ 
manship must have delighted the knightly heait 
of her grandsire Maximilian, since it attiactcd the 
wonder of so peifect a cavalier as Francis I. of 
France^ Not only could she bring down her dcci 
with unerring aim, but tucking up her sleeves, and 


lest I should have lost my own cliunei at home ”—Itogci Ascham to I'hl 
Raven, letter dated 20th Jan. 1551, Augusta , Whole Works, aoI 1, pait 
11 pp. 245-6 

^ Ani 4 d 6 e Picliot, Charles-Quint chromque d& sa vieinUiieme et dc 
sa me politique, de son abdication et de sa rcti aite dam le cloiU e de YiisU, 
8vo, Pans, 1854, pp 171-2 
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drawing her knife, she would cut the animal’s 

CHAP II. 

throat, and rip up its beUy in as good style as the 
best of the royal foresters ^ It was to her that the 
imperial ambassador in England made known Mary 
Tudor’s desire for some “wild-boar venison,” to 
grace the feasts which followed her coronation—a 
desire which was forthwith gratifi.ed by the arrival 
in London of the lieutenant of the royal venery j 

1556 

1 of Flanders, with a prime six-year-old boar, as a ' 
' gift from the Queen of Hungary.® Eoger Ascham, 

1 


meeting the sporting dowager as she galloped into 
Tongres, far ahead of her suite, although it was 
her tenth day in the saddle, recorded the fact in 
his note-book, with a remark which briefly summed 
up the popular opinion of her character, “ She is,” 
says he, “ a viiago ; she is never so well as when she 
IS flinging on horseback and hunting all the night 
long”'' To the firm hand of this Amazon sister 
the Emperoi very wisely committed the government 
of the tiubulent Low Countiies For twenty-foui 
stormy years she administered it with much vigour 
and tolerable success; no-vv foiling the ambitious 
schemes of Denmark and of Fiance ; now repressing 
Anabaptist or Luthoian risings, and always gather- 


Lthio (hlaMontci la del Rty D AUo)Wt ^ f ol, SevilU, 15S2, Seethe 
DLSCuiito de G Aiqotede MohiiUi fol. 19 
2 Fapieisde Qiamdle, iv 121-135. 

^ P Piascr-Tytloi’s Lotto s of the Reigns of K Edward VI and 
Q Mary, 2 volt* 8vo, London, 1S39,11 p. 127 
VOL. V. 


C 
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CHAP n. ing as she could the sinews of wai’ for the imperial 
1SS6 armies abroad. While she conducted in her cabinet 
a vast correspondence, she was also at all times 
ready for a gallop to any corner of her states, where 
there was need of her (juick eye and bold hand. 
Guarding the northern outpost of the dominion of 
Austria, her experience in watching the designs of 
France on the one side, and England on the other, 

I had sharpened to the finest acuteness her political 
sagacity. She it was who first penetrated the secret 
counsels of Maurice of Saxony, and obtained proof 
of his tieason to the imperial cause Chai’lcs, who 
soon discovered the value of her advice and assist¬ 
ance, was wont to call her his othei self In spite 
of the troubled times in which she icigncd, her vice¬ 
regal court was not wanting in the splendour winch 
had long distinguished the old court of Burgundy 
The palace which she built at Binche in llamault, 

I and hci beautiful adjacent gardens of Mariemont, 
with their marbles and fountains, were the pride of 
the Netherlands ; and the festivities with which she 
had there enteitained the Emperor and Prince Philip 
I in the summer of 1549,^ were long remembered foi 
their surpassing magnificence by the old courticis ol 
Vienna and Madrid. Binche was soon afterward.s 

^ 1 A full and entertaining account of the “Fiositas de Bins,” foi bo (he 

j Spaniards called the place, will be found in J. C Calvctc, Vwjt del 
pnncipeD Philippe, lo\ 182-205 
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biu’ned to the ground by the French, an injury for c hap, i i 
which Mary vowed to make all France do penance, 
and to leave no stone standing at Fontainebleau.^ 
Although she did not live to accomplish the latter 
threat, her latest exploit in arms was a foray, during 
the siege of Metz, which she led with so much 
spirit into Picardy, that Henry II. found it neces¬ 
sary to come to the rescue of his province She 
\ had, indeed, no reason to love the French, who not 
only carried fire and sword into her favomite bowers, 

' but even assailed her reputation with the poisoned 
arrows of their satire. The epigrammatists of Paiis 
loved to rhyme of hei as the huntiess Dian, and to 
insinuate that, in spite of her professed fidelity to 
her husband’s memory, a love of the chase formed 
her solo title to the name of the chaste goddess 
She was now m hci fifty-second year—bionzcd 
lathoi than bioken by her toils, and though seeking 
rctiiemcnt and lepose, still fit foi the council or the 
saddle The reason for which she had demanded 
hci release fioni poner nas a palpitation of the 
heart, to which she had been subject for many 
yeais. It was much against his will that the Em¬ 
peror accepted her resignation; and more than 
once before their departure both he and Philip II 
hinted their wish that she should resume the helm 


^ Brant6me, (Ernies, 8 volb 8vo, Pans, 1787,11 p 547 
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CHAP. n. in the Netherlands, which had been meanwhile 
iss6. entrusted to the Duke of Savoy. To these hints 
she not only turned a deaf ear, but she even refused 
to take any part in obtaining the supplies from the 
States-General, who had already displayed a dispo¬ 
sition to economy, extremely inconvenient to the 
paragon prince who now claimed their allegiance 
and their bounty. It is probable, therefore, that an 
unfavourable opinion of her nephew had as much 
weight in determining her retirement, as the state 
of her health and her advancing age.’^ 

The fleet which had assembled at Flushing 
numbered fifty-six Spanish and Flemish sail, and 
was commanded by Don Luis de CaiTajal, The 
I vessel prepared for the Emperor was a Biscayan ship 
I of five hundred and sixty-five tons, the Espiritu 
j Santo, but generally called the Bertendona, from the 
I name of the commander. The cabin of Charles was 
fitted up with green hangings, a swing bed with 
cuitains of the same colour, and eight glass win¬ 
dows. Ills personal suite consisted of one huiidiod 
and fifty persons. The Queens were accommodated 
on board a Flemish vessel. Although the loyal 
party embarked at Zuitburg on the 13th September, 

' the state of the weather did not allow them to put 

^ An excellent notice of Queen INLiry of Hungaiy, from the pen, I 
believe, of M Th. Juste, will be found in the Eevuc Nationah de Bclgiqiic, 

• 8 VO, 1847, tom xvii p 13 
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to sea until the 17th. The next day, as they passed chap, ii 
between the white cliffs of Kent and Ajtois, they I 3:556. 

fell in with an English squadron of five sail, of i ^ 

which the admiral came on board the Emperor’s 
ship, and kissed his hand. On the 20th, con- i 
trary winds drove them to take shelter under the i 
Isle of Portland for a night and a day. The weather | 

I continuing unfavourable, on the 22nd the Em- ! 

I peror ordered the admiral to steer for the Isle of 1 
' Wight, hut a fair breeze springing up as they came | 

1 in sight of that island, the fleet once more took 

a westerly course, and gamed the coast of Biscay 
without further adventure. On the afternoon of and laud 
Monday, the 28th September, the good ship Berten- at 
dona cast anchor in the road of Laredo. 

The Gulf of Laredo is a foiked inlet of iiregular Laredo 
foim, opening towards the east, and walled from the 
north-westein blast by the craggy and castled head¬ 
land of Santofia Laiedo, with its fortress, stands 
at the mouth of the gulf on the south-eastern shore 
Once a commercial station of the Romans, it became 
an important arsenal of St Ferdinand of Castile. 

From Laredo, Ramon Bonifaz sailed to the Guadal¬ 
quivir and the conquest of Seville; and a Laicdo- 
built ship struck the fatal blow to the Moorish 
capital, by bursting the bridge of boats and chains 
which connected the Golden Towei with the suburb 
of Triana, an exploit commemorated by St. Ferdinand 
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CEUJP, ii in tile augmentation, of a ship, to the mnnicipal 
ISS6. bearings of Laredo. After some centuries of pros¬ 
perity, the town was cruelly sacked, in 1639, hy 
the Archbishop of Bordeaux, the apostolic admiral 
of Louis XIII. Santander rose upon its ruins; 
its population dwindled from fourteen to three 
thousand; fishing craft only were found in its sand- 
choked haven; yet, true to its martial fame, it sent 
a gallant band of seamen to die at Trafalgar. 

This ancient seaport was now the scene of a 
debarkation more remarkable than any which Spain 
had known since Columbus stepped ashore at Palos, 
with his red men from the New World Land- 
' ing on the evening of the 28th September 1556,^ 

\ the Emperor was received by Pedro Manrique, 
Bishop of Salamanca, and Durango, an alcalde ol' 
the court, who were in waiting tliere by ordci of the 
Infanta Juana, Regent of Spain. lie was joined on 
Want of the following morning by the two Queens. The 

prepara¬ 
tions to arrival oI the royal paity seemed to take the Ihslioi) 

receive ^ i ./ 1 

them. and the town by surpiise, foi few picpaiatioii-s had 
as yet been made foi its reception 'Hie Adiviral 

1 De Thou {IIi 6 t sm Tcm^i , hb xvii) says that Charles on l.uidin!; 
knelt down and ki&acd the caitli, ejacnLihng, “ I salute tliee, (.) couiriioii 
mother I Naked came I foith from the -womb to leccivc the trcasiucs ol 
the caith, and naked am I «about to letuin to the bosom of the um\{ isal 
mother ” Ludovico Dolce, Vita d% Carlo V., tells tlio same stoiy Had 
the Empeior really done or spoken so, it is most unlikely that Ins 
secietary would have failed to mention it in his letters—uone of which 
' contain any hint that can justify the tale 
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Carvajal instantly despatched his brother Alonso to c hap, i i. 
coiu-t with the intelligence, which he delivered at ^sss. 
Valladolid on the ist October, 

The Princess-Eegent, the Infanta Juana, had 
already issued instructions to the primate, prelates, 
and chapters of Spain to cause prayers to be said in 
their respective cathedrals for the prospenty of her 
father’s voyage. She had also given orders to Colonel 
Luis Quixada, the Emperor’s chamberlain, who had 
preceded him to Spain, to prepare a residence for ( i 

the Emperor at Valladolid. These arrangements i 

completed, Quixada had letumed to his country 
house at Villagarcia, six leagues to the noith-west of 
Valladolid, v'hither a courier was now sent with a 
command for him to lepair with all speed to the 
coast The active chamberlain was in the saddle 
by tuo 111 the morning of the 2nd October, and 
makin^> the best of his way, on his own horses, to 
Bingos, he there took post, and accomplished the Amvai 
eiitiic distance (fifty-six leagues, or about 210 Quisada. 
English miles), in tliice days, dismounting on the 
night of the 4th at Laredo 

't’he ]nesencc of the stout old soldici nas miicli 
wanted Half of the Empoior’s people were ill, 

Monsieur dc la Chaulx and Monsieur d’Aubremont 
had teitian and quartan fevers; seven or eight of 
the meaner attendants weie dead; yet there were 
no doctors to give any assistance There W'as even 
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ISS6- 

1 1 

a difficulty in finding a priest to say mass, the staff 
of physicians and chaplains which had been ordered 
down from Valladolid not having yet been heard of. 
But for the well-stored larder of the Bishop of 
Salamanca, there would have been short commons at 
the royal table. When tke secretary, Martin Gaztelu, j 
wrote to complain of these things, there was no 
courier at hand to carry the letter. The weather 

1 was wet and tempestuous, and of a fleet of ships, 
j laden with wool, which the royal squadron had met 
at sea, some had returned dismasted to port, and f 
others had gone to the bottom.^ The Flemings 
were loud in their discontent, and very ill-disposed 
to penetrate any further into a country so hungry 


and inhospitable. The alcalde who was charged with 
the prepamtions foi the journey was at his wit’s end, 
though hardly beyond the beginning of his work. 
The Emperor himself was ill, and out of humour 
with the badness of the arrangements; but he was 
cheered by the sight of his trusty Quixada, and 
welcomed him with much kindness. 

From the moment that the old campaigner took 


^ Tlie loss of the vessel of Fiancit* Cachopm, with eighty men, and a 
cargo worth 80,000 ducats, is ])articularly mentioned hy Ua/toln, in liis 
letter to Juan Vazquez de Molina, dated 6tli Octoher Tins stonn 
seems to be the sole foundation foi Sandoval's story {Hist dc Carlos K, 
2 vols Pamplona, 1634, xxxii. c 39, 11 p 820, and lepe.ited by 
Stiada, Dc Bello Belgico, 2 tom sm 8vo, Aiitv 1640, 1 p 10) that the 
Emperor’s ship went down a few hours after he had quitted lier No 
trace of such an accident is to be found m the Gonzalez MS 
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the command, matters began to wear a more hopeful 

CHAP. II 

aspect. The day after his arrival was spent in vigo- 

1556 

rous preparation; and in the morning of the 6th 


October, a messenger came from Valladolid wdth a 


seasonable supply of provisions. That morning, while 


Gaztelu penned a somewhat desponding account of 

They start 
on 6th Oct. 

the backwardness of things in general, Quixada wrote 


a cheerful announcement that they were to begin 



J their march that day at noon, after His Majesty had 
i dined—a promise which he managed to fulfil. 


] The Emperor, in spite of the discomforts of his 
' sojourn at Laredo, is said to have left to the town 
some marks of his favour. The parish church of the 
Assumption of the Virgin—a fine temple of the thir- , 
teenth centuiy, grievously marred by the embellish¬ 
ments of the eighteenth—was happy in the possession 
of a holy image, “ Our Lady of the Magian Kings,” 
full of miiaculons power, and of benevolence to sailors. 
Two Iccteins of bronze, in the shape of eagles with 
expanded wings, and an altar-ternaiy of silver, which 
still adorn her sliiine, are piizcd as proofs that 
Charles V. enjoyed and valued her protection ^ 

The feeble state of the Emperor’s health lequiied 
that he should tiavel by easy stages. IIis first day’s 
march, along the rocky shore of the gulf, and up the 


^ Madoz, Dicciouano gcogrufico c<ttadistico histdrito de Espana^ 17 
vols loy 8vo, Madiid, 1850, art Laredo, a work of the greatest value 
and impoi t.ince 
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C HAP. 1 1. right bank of the Ason, was hardly three leagues. 

isse The halting-place was Ampuero, a village hung on 
Ampuero wooded side of Moncerrago. Next day, about 

four leagues were accomplished, on a road which still 
kept along the sylvan valley of the Ason—a moun¬ 
tain stream, renowned for its salmon, and for the 
grand cataract in which it leaps from its som'ce high | 
liftNaatosa, up ui the sietra. La Nestosa, a hamlet in a fertile i 

7th Oct. 7 

hill-embosomed plain, was the second day’s bourne. 
The thu’d journey, of four leagues, was on the ridge P 
\ of Tornos, to Aguera, a village buried among the 

I wildest mountains of the great sierra which divides the 

^ ) woods and pastuies of Biscay from the brown plains 

of Old Castile. On the fourth day, a maicli of li\e 
leagues, across the southern spurs of the same range, 
Medina brought tile travellers to Medina do Pomar, a .small 

de Pomar, 1 . . 

9th Oot. town on a rising ground in a wide and wind' wept 
plain. Here the Empeioi paused a day to icposo 
Pie had peifoimed the journey wath tolciable ease, 
in a horse-litter, which he exchanged, when the road 
was rugged or very steep, for a chair earned by men 
Two of these chairs, and three littcis, in case of 
accident in the wild highland maich, foimed his 
travelling equipment By the side of the litter rode 
Luis Quixada; or, in case the cliambcilam, uho was 
I also marshal and quartermaster, was needed else¬ 
where, his place was taken by La Chaulx, an old 
and faithful semnt, who, thiity years before, had 
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had the honour of appearing as the Emperor’s chap. n. 
marriage-proxy at the court of Portugal.^ The rest 
of the attendants followed on horseback, and the 
cavalcade was preceded by the Alcalde Durango, and 
five alguazils, with their wands of office—a vanguard 
which Quixada said made the party look like a 
1 convoy of prisoners. These alguazils, and the gene- 
1 ral shabbiness of the regiment under his command, ’ 
j were matters of great concern to the Colonel; but 
[ his remonstrances met with no sympathy from the 
Emperor, who said the tipstaves did very well for 
I him, and that he did not mean for the future to 
have any guards attached to his household. 

On the road, between Ampueio and La Nestosa, 
they met Don Eunquo de Guzman, coming from 
com I, cliaigcd uith a large stock of provisions and 
a,m}'le M'pply of conserves These latter dainticf- 
the Ein|)ci> i naniediately desired to taste, and find¬ 
ing til! II qiial ly good, he gave ordeis that they 
w(ie to be kept ‘ociod foi Ins peculiar eating 
Gu/.u.v.i >'>as iHconqiauicd by Don Pedro Pimentel 

^ IJiv, I01P4 iiml mti cittouiil or iiH itroceetliip > tlicie 111 tlic 

KfiL'^n Kin/ Di Kail 1 p i6g The 

n»iTiie i'. u-oiuillv ^])olt l>y Sainlo\ il .iiid utliei Sp.iiiiai(K Liuno 
flu asiii>st(|ueiiilv\\iittLU note thoaiuhoi -a\s ] lljis, I feai, a 
liihc it wii'n piol» ihly a }Oiin^ti La ChauK Van^lLUt.s^e, uiulei date 
August 9,1529,says M do hi CJi iu\—no doubt the inaiiiaj,c pio\y— 
bcnt to the King ol Kiaiice 011 the subject ol the latiiication ot Camhray, 
and that he lotiiuied aELer^^auls to hib home 111 J 3 uigundy, where ho 
boon afteiwaids died Vaudeuebse, Itmcrci) 1/ of Chcales V in ihadfoid’s 
Co)} espoiideucQ of the Empcroi Chtnlci^ K, S\o, London, 1850, p 494 
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gentleman of the chamber to the young prince, 
Don Carlos, bearing letters of compliment from his 
master, who desired that the Emperor would indicate 
to his ambassador, as he called Pimentel, the place 
on the road where he was to meet him.^ Without 
settling this point, Quixada wrote, by the Emperor’s 
orders, to court, commanding a regular supply of 
melons to be sent for the imperial table, and some 
portable glass windows to be got ready for use on 
the journey beyond Valladolid, as the nights were 
already becoming chilly. He asked also for the 
dimensions of the apartments prepared at Valladolid 
' for the Queens, that he might send forward fitting 
' tapestry for their decoration; and he begged t1ia< 


^ Documcnios IiiechtoSy wvi and xx\n , coiit.im some mloicslinj* 
pdpcis “1 elating to Don C.irlos ” Amoiig^)t these (l)ociiineii(os rclalno*. 
al P B Carlos) there is a letter fioni Don (Jaicia <]e 'J’oledo, Atfo of Iho 
Pnnee, to the Empcioi, Valhulolid, jid Oclohoi 1556, who wmUcs —K1 
pnncipe sc ho alegiado tanto con la niieva do la hiiena guida di* V M 
que d dcjarle liacci lo quo qiiosieia, iiingimo cieo yo quo llog/iia pnnuMo 
que S A d, he&ai los manosj do VM y iiaia dotoiiello no h.ihido otio 
lemedio sino decillo quo tan gran deacato sciia <lGte1111n1.11 nada snio 
sahei la \oluntad dc VM y jhiia eso esciivo d D P<‘dio Pinn <011 
la caiiaque S A ha iiotada y osoiito de su in.ino sm ayiidaiso do iiadn* ” 
Tom xxvii p 182 

The Icttei of the Piiiice is dated 2nd Octohci, and it is as follows, loiu 
xxvii p 1S3 — 

Ya d sahddo ?[ V esta en salvamcnto y 6 holgado dcllo infinit.i- 
' mente tanto ^ no lo puedo mas en carecer supheo Iv ]M'‘ (\ mo li.iga 
saber sl d de salir d recehir d V M‘i y adoiidc ay Don IVdio Pimontol 
gentilhombre di ini cdmeia y mi embaxadoi al (pial sujdico d V.M'' 
mande lo q cn eato se ha de hazci paia q el malo escrivo Peso los 
manos de V M en Vallid ij de Otobie, muy luimilde liijo de V 

El Peinciph (facsimile) 

Sohre Emperador mi Senor 
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the measurements might he taken with great exact¬ 
ness, as their Majesties, especially the Queen of 
Hungary, could not bear the slightest mistake in 
the execution of their behests. The royal dowagers 
had brought with them from Flanders a profusion 
of fine tapestry of all kinds, much of which still 
adorns the waDs of the Spanish palaces. They did : 
not travel in company with their brother, but kept one ’ 
day’s march in the rear, as it would have been diflB.cult 
I to lodge their combined followers. The management ' 
of their journey, and the selection of their quarters, 
rested with the aU-provident Quixada, who had found 
time to make general arrangements on these heads 
as he galloped down the road from ViUagarcia. 

Dining the day of rest at Medina, the imperial 
quarters uere tliionged with noble and civic visitors, 
who lode into the town fiom all points of the com¬ 
pass Addresses came fiom the corpoiations of 
Jkiigos, Salamanca, Palcncia, Pamplona, and other 
cities, from the Archbishop of Toledo, and other 
prelates On the nth October, Charles again 
mounted his litter, and travelled five leagues to 
Pesadas, a poor town, on a bleak tableland swept 
by the merciless north wind, where he was met by 
the Constable of Navarre. Alter a brief audience, 
he dismissed that nobleman, with a request that he 
would go forward and welcome the two Queens. The 
night of the 12th October was passed, after a five 
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CHAP. H. leagues’ march, at Gondomin; ^ and the next day, a 
journey of about the same length, still over vast un¬ 
dulating heaths, rough with thickets of dwarf oak, led 
to the domains of the Cid, beyond which rose the 
ancient gate and beautiful twin spires of Burgos. 

Two leagues from the city, the Emperor was met 
by the Constable of Castile, Don Pedro Pemandez 
de Velasco, and a gallant company of loyal gentle¬ 
men. The Constable, whom age and infirmities had 
compelled to exchange, like his lord, the saddle for 
the litter, conducted him with all honour to the 
noble palace of the Velascos, popularly known as 
I the Casa del Cordon, from the massive stone-carved 
I cord of St Francis, wliich enfolds and protects the 
great portal. lie offered hospitality to the whole 
of the imperial train, but this Luis Quixada was 
Entry into lustructcd to docliuo. Willie tlic Empci’or made his 
lath'oct. entry into the city, a peal of welcome rang flora the 
belfncs of the cathedral, a church so iich m liligicc 
decoration that Charles had said, on his fiist visit 
to the city, that it ought to be kept ni a case, and 
shown only on special occasionsand ut night, the 
chapter made a still finer display of loyalty, m a 
' grand illumination of its steeples For once, sombre 

^ Hontamiii is the present name 

“ Juan Canton Salazar, Ftda dc CcesMa, quoted by Jose Cando 
in Ensayo f>ol)rc los dioersos genaos dc la Arquitcctiiia cmplcados ui 
I Espana, 4to, Madiid, 1848, p 376. He ib said to have made the b.uiie 
1 remark of the tower of the cathedial of Autwcip 
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Burgos, which was said to wear mourning for all chap. ii. 
Castile,^ seems to have laid aside its weeds. 

The privations, spiritual and temporal, endured 
by Charles at Laredo, and arising, as it appears, 
from miscalculation of time, are the sole evidence 
furnished by his servants of that neglect which 
even Spanish historians have long been in the 
habit of depicting, as if to deter princes firom the 
dangerous experiment of abdication. Had the Em¬ 
peror reaUy been exposed to this mortification, 
j perhaps his pride would have led him to suffer 
I in silence But then his hundred and fifty fol- 
! lowers, newly come from the fleshpots of Flanders, 
must have starved; and they at least would have 
cued aloud, and spared not. So far from the 
impeiial tiaveller being allowed to pass through 
Ins ancient kingdom unnoticed, his stay of two 
days at Buigos seems to have been a pcipctual 
loi ec. Amongst those who came to pay their 
homage, weie the Admiral of Castile, the Dukes 
of Modma-Ccli, IMcdina-Sidoiiia, Maqueda, Najera, 
lufantado, and many other giandees. The rojal 
councils of state, the loyal chancery of Valladolid, 
and other public bodies, sent deputations with 
loyal addresses Amongst the lesser nobles who 
came in crowds to the Casa del Cordon, not the 

' And Nav.)gieio, II Vlagqw fatto tii Spaffiia, siii. 8vo, Viiiegia, 1563, 
fol. 35- 
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least noticeable was Don Gutierre de Padilla, brother 

iSS6. 

of the gallant Juan de Padilla, with whom, thirty- 
five years before, the constitutional liberties of 
Castile had perished in the disastrous wars of the 
Commons. For fighting on the winning side in that 
heroic struggle, Gutierre had been rewarded with a 
commandery, and at this time he held the honorary 
post of gentleman of the imperial chamber. 1 

Journey to 
VaUadohd. 

From Bm'gos the Emperor set out for Valladolid | 
on the 1 6 th October. In spite of his infirmities, 
the Constable offered to accompany him part of 
the first day’s journey—an offer which, however, 
his guest would not accept. But to the great 


contentment of Quixada, Don Francisco do Beau¬ 
mont insisted on joining tlie cavalcade with an 
escort of cavalry, thus superseding the alcalde 
and his alguazils. Their road lay along the rich 
vale and near the right bank of the Arlaiizoii, a 
river sometimes ioiling its muddy waters iii a 
deep and rapid stream, sometimes expanding them 
I into broad shallows The first rcsting-placc w'as 
about four leagues from Burgos, at the village 
of Celada; the second, seven leagues fuither, at 
Paieti^aeia, Palcnzucla, whei’c the Emperor was pleased to find 

17th Oct 1 r ji ^ 

a supply of lloundeis, newdy arrived from court 
Fish was his favourite food, yet it never agreed 
with him ; so these flounders were piobably the 
cause of the indisposition of which he complained at 
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Torquemada, where, after a journey of four leagues, c hap, i i. 
he passed the night. In this town of vine-dressers, ^ss6. 
seated amongst productive gardens and orchards, 
near the confluence of the Arlanzon, the Axlanza, 
and the Pisuerga, he was met by the Bishop of the 
neighbouring city of Palencia. This prelate, Pedro 
de la Gasca, was a man of some distinction; his 
skilful diplomacy, in repressing a formidable rebel¬ 
lion, had saved Peru to Castile; and he had very 
lately received from the Emperor his present mitre, 
as the reward of his services.^ He now waited i 
on his benefactor with a magnificent supply of 
meat, game, and fruit, sufficient to feast the whole 
of his train. 

The next night the Emperor was lodged three 
leagues further on, at Duenas, wheie Ferdinand of 
Aragon first met Isabella the Catholic, and where 
the Count of Buendia now received their descendant 
in his feudal castle, on the adjacent height over¬ 
looking the broad valley of the Pisuerga. Some 
gentlemen from Valladolid meeting him heie, advised 
him to enter the capital by way of Cigales and the 
Puente-mayor, by which means he w'ould at once 
reach the palace, without noise and without a crowd. 

“No,” said he; “I will go the usual way, by the 
gate of San Pedro; for it would be a shame not to 

^ F. Fernandez de Piilgar, Histoiia de Falcncia^ 4\oh fol, Madiid, 

1679, 111 p 201 

VOL. V. 
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Caliiezon, 
20th Oct 


Don Carlos 

meets 

Emperor 


let my people see me.” ^ The fifth day, his journey 
was again a short one, of three leagues; and the 
halting-place was Cabezon, a village within two 
leagues of the capital, and boasting of a fine bridge 
over the Pisuerga. Here the Infant Don Carlos 
was in waiting, by his grandfather’s directions. It 
was the first time that the Emperor had seen the 
unhappy heir of his name and his honours. He 
embraced him with much appearance of affection, 
and made him sup at his table. During the meal, 
the Prince took a fancy to a little portable chafing- 
dish, which the Emperor canied in his hand for 
waimth, and begged to have it foi his own; to which 
I the piopiietor leplicd, that he should have it as soon 
, as he was dead, and had no further use for it. 

1 Eaily next day, the 21st October, Juan Vasquez 
I de Molma, Secrotaiy of State, came to Cabezon, and 
had a long conference with the Empeior, of whom 
he had been an old and approved sciwant. He 
found him in good health and spirits, not at all 
fatigued wuth lus journey, and in all respects bettci 
than Ins attendants had known him for scveial 


}cais. Chailcs w’ould not," hoAvcvci, accept the 


I ^ “lliimdad 110 dejaiso ver poi los sujos,’ aic tlic woids. given tiy 
1 Gonzalez 

® This seems doubtful Fiancisco Osoiio, to the King, 261h 

Octobei 1556, from Valladolid, says — “Entid S M en esla villa imiircoles 
I en la taide, quo fueron viente y uno deste mes (Ocl^^p)^ y con los 
giandes que aqiii esperabau d S M al cammo dl besai Jos pics d S M que I 
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honours of a public reception, which it had been 
proposed to give him at Valladolid, but desired that 
the pomps prepared for the occasion might be reserved 
until the arrival of the Queens, who were also on 
the road. Accordingly, he made his entry that same 
afternoon, by the gate of San Pedro, or of the Chan¬ 
cery, without parade of any kind, and was received 
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Enters 
Valladolid, 
2 i&t Oct< 


eon el condestable, y Coiide de Benavente, y Marques de Astorga, y \ 
Almiiante, y duque de Najera, y duque de Sesa y otros, y los pailados 
que aqui se hallaron y el coiiegidoi con toda la villa, y fii6 S M recebido 
con mny grande allegria , y otra dia d la niisma hoi a entraion las Ser*^® ' 
Reinaa y fiieron recebidas con el luismo amor y solemnidad, y cou { 
trompetos y atimbales y menestiiles, y salieion los consejos, y iglesia, y 
estudio y los dotores con sus insmias y el colegio con sus becas coloiados, ! 
y llcgaion SS MM d palacio con baclias, y la Pimcesa mi sehoia baja 
al patio con el prmcipe, n® seiioi, y con todas las sehoras piincipales que 
aqui estdn, y alli besaion los nianos d feS. MM con muy gian amor, y ' 
cenaion aquella noclie con S A y habo ima muy solene cena y con muclia ' 
alegiia de que S M. (the Einpeior) y las Kemas tuvieron nniy 
giande alegiia y contentamiento, y la beieiiisnna Keina Doiia Maria tan 
giaiule quo tlicen que en grande manera dice SM le lia parecido bien 
todo lo que ha M'bto, y cada dia terudmos contentamiento de se vei 
cn estos roiuos coiuo de todo mas particularmeute se lioia lelacion a 
V'’ ]\I Los dias cn quo SS MM eiitraion liizo sol y muy biieMOs j claro'', 
y lats calle-s pei domle eiitiaion las Soi^'’ Keinas estdn muy bien eiita- 
pi/*id.is, y al punto que c&ta esciibo S quoda con enteia salud y las 
S”^‘‘ Ileiiuis y la luiaina ticiicn hi Piiiice>a nuSeiV^ y el Pimcipe N" 
Scuoi,” vVc Documontos ielativo*> al Piincipe D Cailos, Ducuuientos 
JncdUos, \\\ii pp 184-5 Fioin this it voiild seem that although llieie 
vas moie show and festivity at the entiyof the Queens, the Lnipeiui 
\\»is aliso leceived l»y the giaiidee'^ ami oiliei piiiuipal peisonages in a 
maiinei bchttiiig the occa&ion [Mignet, Chcule^ Qinnt, son oOdtcationy 
sonscjoni ct sa mart an monaUeie dc YiisiCy 8vo, Pans 1S54, p 157, ''ay*5, 

“ 11 fut le^ii trfes-siniplcmeiit dans le palais xiar hllc, . Ics pidlats 
qui se tjoiivaient k la coiir les nicmbies des divers conseils, Ic coiiegidor 
de la mUc, avec les membres de rayiivtamunto, Mnrent tour a toui lui 
baisei les mams,” quoting as Ins authoiity the Hetuo, cUancia y muerte 
del cmperador Cailos quinio cn el monasteiio de Yiistey pot Don Tomas 
Gonzalez, fol 4^^“] 
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in the court of the palace by his grandson, Don 
Carlos,^ and by his daughter, the Princess-Regent.® 
Valladolid was at this time at the height of its 
prosperity, as the wealthy and flourishing capital of 
the Spanish monarchy. It possessed a noble palace, 
standing in delicious gardens; a splendid college | 
erected by Cardinal Mendoza, and built all of white | 
marble in the florid gothic of Ferdinand and Isabella ; j 

. . _ _ f 


1 

^ Of the lelations of Charles V. with his grandson Don Carlos during | 
tlris residence at Valladolid, Francisco Osoiio (described lu the heading 
of another letter as el hmosnero) writes (in the letter above quoted, zGtli ' 
Oct).—“En gran manera se hnelga (the Emperor), con el Principe N® [ 
Sefior, y me dicen que tiene mny gian contentaniieiito de S A y creo que 
es tanto que cuando se ofricieie algo qne importe le ha .S M de tcnerlc 


i en consejo de Estado El dia que sali6 d. lecebir d S IM luicia im pocio 
1 de fresco y llev6 una ropa afforada que le paiecia iiiny bien, y ]i.nGcia 


’ S.A estianjeio, y fueron liastas los bcadiciones que ediaroii d V M y 
d este bien veuturado fruto que Dios !N° Sefior di6 d V M ”— Dot umcnius 
Ineditos^ xxvii p i86 

In tlie same letter, Fi® Osorio cbromcles ^vitb gieiit -^alisfaction liis ow?i 
lecognition by tlie Emperor —“ Y cuando besd Jo-s pies d S M p(*use quo 
no nio conocieid, y me dijo Fianci&co Obouo, ^ Como estais’ ([iie qn.nent.i 
afios ha que os conozco y besd los pies d S M por la meinona <juo dc tik* 
teina, y [indecipherable in IMS ], tuvo fuoiza sor yo ciiadd ilc >S M ''—Dor 
Tiled , xvvii p iS6 He adds —“ Ties dias despues quo ciitrn S AI .upii 
besaion los del consejos todos pintos los raanos d S M , y S M los iceibid 
con grande amoi sinilicando Ics poi cuan scivido seteini.idello y ddndoles 
las giaciiis poi sns sei viciOb y poi el cmdado que tenian de coinphr dc su 
; obhgacion, y S RI les dia cuenta de todo lo que babia heclio, y las cansas 
que so movicion a lo liacci, y la piincipal diciendoles la veidad y bondad 
I y piudencia de quo Dios N” Sonoi liabia dotado d V M paiaseiviile y 
I paiagubcinaryregn eslosreinos.y do lamuchoqiie VM liabi.itlabajado 
\ cii la gubeinacion durante su auscucia, y en razon desto y do otras cosas 
j liable SM tales y tan solcnines cosas quo no se yo cncaieceilas; v 
I liabiendoles S.M Iiablado y dado cuenta particular de todo, se salidroii 
j dando gracius a Dios No Schor, y tan favoicscidos y con tautos que no 
cesabaii de dar giacias a Dios poi ello ”— Dor Died ^ xxvii pp. 186-7 
3 The Empeioi’s ituieiaiy from Laredo lo Valladolid uas as follows— 
the distances being computed as far as jio&sible by the fine maps of 
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and some religious houses, such as San Benito and 
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San Pablo, unexcelled as examples of the rich and 

1356 1 

fantastic transition style of architecture. Other 

j 

churches and convents, and many mansions of the 

1 

nobility adorned the streets and squares, spread their 

1 

F 

long fronts to the great parade-ground known as 

1 

{ 

the Campo Grande, or rose amongst the gardens 

s 

which fringed the Pisuerga. 

1 ' 

i 


\ The Princess-Eegent Juana was the second daugh- ^ 1 

( ter of the Emperor, and widow of Juan, Prince of • 

J Brazil, heir-apparent of the Portuguese crown Her 
' married life had been no less brief than bright; the 
' Prince, who loved her tenderly, dying in less than 
thirteen months after their union. Juan was the 
only son, not only of his parents, but of the decaying 
house of Avis; and therefore, on his pregnant widow 


Matlinl — 


Fianci'sco Coello, 

now [1853], in couise of 

publication at 

Leagues 

t 6, IMontlay, Luredo to Anipuero 

• 3 

7, Tuesday, 

La Neatosa 

4 

8, ^Vcdne^day, 

Aguei a 

4 

9, Tliuibday, 

Medina de Poraar 

• 5 

II, Saturday, 

Pesadas. 

5 

12, Sunday, 

Gondomm 

• S 

13, Monday, 

Burgos 

s 

16, Tliuibday, 

Celada 

4 

17, Friday, 

Palenziicla 

7 

18, Satin day, 

Torquemada 

4 

19, Sunday, 

Dueilas 

3 

20, Monday, 

21, Tuesday, 

Cabezon. 

3 

Vall.idolid 

2 


In all about 54 leagues 
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CHAP. n. of nineteen were centred all the hopes of the Por- 
tuguese nation. In spite, howeyer, of the prayers 
which rose in every chinch, and the processions 
which glittered through every town between the 
Minho and Cape St Vincent, alarming portents pre¬ 
ceded the royal birth. A woman, clad in black, was 
seen to stand by the bed of Juana, snapping her 
fingers, and blowing into the air, as if in pre- " 
diction of the futility of the national hope; and f 
phantom Moors, with torches in their hands, lushcd | 
at night by the palace windows, in full view of the 
Princess and her ladies, riding on the wintry 
! blast, and uttering doleful cries as they descended 
into the sea But in the night of the r5th January 
' 1554, a shout of joy lang through the broad squaie 
between the palace and the Tagus, when it was 
I announced to the expectant ciowd that the jniiicc' 

1 was born whose romantic fate has made tlio nanu' 

I of Sebastian so famous in song and stoiy. Fioin 
' the pangs of tiavail the young mother, who had 
I been kept ignorant of her husband’s death, jiassed 
' to the sorrows of widowhood, she wept for the 
father of her child as Rachel foi her children, and 
would not be comforted; and, but for the King, 

I who forbade the cutting off of her fine auburn hair, 
she would have retired with her grief to a nunnciy ^ 

I --------- ^_ 

, ^ M, de Meneses, Ghtdriica de D Sebasfiad, fol Lisboa, 1730, pp j 

! 27-30 j 


rnr ivi vnta dovv or Bu\/ir 
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Having repaid to the house of Avis the debt in- chap it 
curred by the house of Austria at the birth of Don iss^ 
Carlos, she ■was soon recalled to Spain, to govern 
that country, as Begent, first for her father, the 
Emperor, and now for her brother, Philip II. This 
high post she filled with firmness and moderation, 
displaying no want of sagacity, except in her policy 
towards the enthusiasts for religious reform, whom | 
she treated with the foolish severity piactised by j 
I many of the mildest and wisest rulers of the time i 
j Her policy was ever directed by that strong family j 
I feeling which the princes of the nineteenth century I 
' have learned to call by the more decorous name of ' 
public spirit. Of personal ambition she appears to 
have been entirely free. For many months before 
her brother returned to Spain, she was constantly 
urging him to come back and ease her of the burden 
of powci To her father her deference was ever 
most readily and affectionately paid. Devotion was 
the ruling passion of her widowed life; her recrea¬ 
tion during her regency was to letirc, for prayei 
and scouiging, to the convent which the Fianciscans 
called their Scala Cceh, amongst the gloomy rocks 
and tall pines of Abiojo.’ {She encouraged her ladies 

^ It was foiindctl in 1415 by 8*° Pedio Itc^f.ilado Tiie name Ab/oja ui 
Abroxa mean& a biamblc, and the place ^\ a‘3 called oiigmally “ la huo in 
de el AbioxOt porque la ticiia cnaba niuclios ” It is on the bankfe of the 
Dueio, and is sunoumleil by “monies,”&o that no inhabited countiy can 
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OHAP. n. to become nuns, but dissuaded them from becoming 
1556. wives; and she would never give audience to foreign 
ambassadors without being covered from head to 
foot with a veil, drawing it aside for a moment only 
when some envoy, more curious than his fellows, 
desired permission to identify her pale and melan¬ 
choly face. 

Fertmties While at Valladolid, the Emperor and his suite 
were lodged in the house of Don Gomez Perez 
de las Marinas ^ Another residence was assigned 
to the Queens, who arrived on the 22nd October, 
the day after their brother. The grandees, tlic 
dignitaries of the Church and the law, the council 
of state m their robes of ceremony, and the collegi* 
doctors in their scarlet hoods, met them m giaiid 
procession, and conducted them into the city 111 
tiiumph They were chaimcd with their iccoptioii , 
Quixada and his people had made no mistake 
about the tapestiies; and Queen Maiy, at the 
banquet in the evening, remarked that cieiy day &I10 
found new cause to rejoice that she had come to 

l)e seen fioni it Tall pines fehiit it iii, so and thick tint 5011 (.m 
haidly see the giound, and although the Duoro almost buiiounds il 
“ casi con la vista no so goza, solo so vec dot>dc el ahioxo sni ernliouzos 
el ciolo ’* Fi Manuel do J\Ionzaval, lli^ioiut dc la vtda miiutc y tulto 
de S, Pedro Regalado, 4to, Valladolid, 1684, P 5 ^ 

1 In 1628 Monconys says, “Boland the palace tlieie is a laige squaio 
thebull-hghls take place; and the^ still sliow ihe house of Clmilo', 
V. au hard de Vuui ’ Monconys, Voyayts, 3 vols 4t<), h\ on, 1665-66, tom 
ill p. 5 
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Spain, The banquet was followed by a ball, at c hap, i t. 
which the Emperor also was present. The Admiral ^sss- 
of Castile, the Duke of Sesa, heir of the great captain, 



the Count of Beneveute, and the Marquess ol Astoiga 
Avcie amongst the chief nobles who came to do 
homage to their ancient loid, whose hand n as also 
kissed by the members of the Council of Castile. 

It was piobably at this ball that Chailes caused the 
wives of all his peisonal attendants to be assembled 
around him, and bade each in particular farewell. 

Peiico de Sant Eibas, a famous i ester of the court, Peueodo 

’ SaatPibx.,. 
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passing by at the moment, the Emperor good- 
humouredly saluted him by lifting his hat. This 
buffoon had formerly been wont to make the 
Emperor laugh by calling his son Senor de Todo, 
Lord of AU,^ and now that Philip was so, this 
opportunity of reviving the old joke was too good to 
be lost by the bitter fool. “ What! do you uncover 
to me?” said the jester; "does it mean that you 
are no longer an Emperor?” "No, Pedro,” replied ? 
the object of the jest; “ but it means that I have 
nothing to give you beyond this courtesy.” ^ 

On the 27th October, Don Constantino de Bia- 
ganza arrived from Lisbon to congratulate the Em¬ 
peror, in the name of his cousin, John III, and his 
sister Catherine, King and Queen of Portugal, on his 
safe letiu'n to Spain. Charles received him witli that 
perfect giaciousness with which he knew well how 
to meet the advances of a iival who had just cause 
Jif-wu dissatisfaction. Foi the courts of Lisbon and Val- 

s^nan.1 l^dolid, though friendly in appearance, were really 
Portugal jjpQjj terms far from cordial Not only had Philip II 
broken his faith to an Infanta of Portugal, but his 
father had aided him in foiling the designs of a Por¬ 
tuguese Infant upon the crown matrimonial of Eng¬ 
land For that splendid prize the gallant Don Luis 

^ Relatione di Navagieto^ Biadfoul's Con espoRclertcc of Charles V, 8vo, 
London, 1850, p 439. 

; - J A, de Vera, Vida del Emj) Carlos F, 4to, Bruxelles, 1656, p 246 
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of Portugal had been one of the earliest candidates. 

CHAP II 

Knowing that the Prince of Spain was already be- 

iSS6 

trothed to his half-sister, and being himself a brother- 


in-law, as well as a brother in aims, of his sire, he 


at once confided his plan to the Emperor, and asked 

Affairs siib- 

for his aid in its execution. Charles received his con¬ 

Emperor 

fidence graciously, and affected to favour his preten¬ 


sions, until Philip had made his election sure. Don j 

1 

' Luis was lately dead, leaving a bastard son, who, as 



I Prior of Crato, afterwards became famous for a time 
as Philip’s most formidable rival for the crown of 
Portugal. But the affronts which the house of Avis 
had received in the persons of Don Luis and the 
Infanta were still too recent to be forgotten, and may 
have been partly the cause why the Princess Juana so 
soon forsook her baby son, and the kingdom which 
was his heiitage. The national enmities -which binned 
on the opposite shoies of the Guadiaua weie not 
extinct in royal bosoms at Lisbon and Valladolid ; 
Fiance was careful to fan the useful flame, and it was 
suspected that the moidoies of Brazil were not un¬ 
known to the tioops which soon began to plant the 
lilied bannci on foitiess after foitiess along the ever- 
fluctuating frontier of Fiench and Austrian Flanders. 

Dining his stay at Valladolid, the Emperor every 
day held long conferences on public affaiis with 
the Princess-Regent and the secretary Vazquez. He 
could not approach the machine of government 
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1556 


Anthony, 
Duke of 
Venddmo, 


which he had so long directed without examining 
with lively interest its condition and its movements. 
He was anxious now to give its present guides the 
benefit of his parting advice,—advice which, as the 
event proved, he continued to transmit from Yuste 
by every post, and which was ended only with his 
powers of hearing and dictating despatches. But 
that he now intended to abstain from further 
interference with business of state is plain, from 
a letter which he wrote to Philip II. on the 30th 
October. 

This letter relates chiefly to certain overtures 
which had been made to the Emperor by Anthony | 
de Bourbon, whom he called Duke of Vendomc, but | 
who was known in France by the title of King * 
of Navarre. Since Feidinand the Catholic had 
driven John III. across the Pyrenees, the dominions 
of the house of D’Albrot hardly extended beyond 
the hoiizon of its fair castle of Pau. The chains 111 
which Castile held Navairc were strongci limn those 
thiough which Don Sancho clove his way at Na\ as 
de Tolosa, and which his exiled descendants still 
emblazoned in gold on their blood-red shield, 'i'ct 
the late King Henry, husband of the stoiy-lovmg 
peail of Margarets, had willed himself a provisional 
tomb, until fortune should peimit him to bo laid in 
the cathedral of Pamplona. Ilis son-in-law, the 
chief of the Bourbons, was, however, neither very 


solicitous nor very hopeful of disturbing Henry’s chap ii. 
repose at Lescar. To the courage, courtesy, and ^ssfi 
good-humour which seldom desert a Bourbon in high 
or low estate, the first king of the name added, in 
full measure, that laxity of principle and instability 
of purpose which seem to belong to the blood. 
Protestant and Catholic, Huguenot and Leaguer by 
turns, he anticipated in his career all that tarnished, 
httle that ennobled, the name of his son Henry IV.; 
and he died detested by the party which he had j 
forsaken, and described, by the party to which 
he had attached himself, as a man without heart 
and without gall.^ As governor of Picardy, he had 
lately commanded against the imperial troops in 
Flanders; but he had now joined his strong-minded 
wife, Jane D’Albret, in her principality of Bearae. ‘ 
Menaced even in that modest domain by the all- 
powerful Guises, who recommended its annexation 
to the lealm of France, they were desirous of secur¬ 
ing the piotection of their other great neighbour 

1 lie lij ilc^cnbcd Ly a contcmpoiaiy as “uno suggetto debolissimo,” 
he being Ihen (1561) the chief aihisei of Catheune de Medicis m the 
icgeiicy of Fiance In hopes of laismg a paity for liimself, he favoured 
soinetiineb the Catholic^', to please the Pope , &ometiiiie& the Husjueiiots to 
enhbt them in his cause , boiuetiiues the Liitheians to conciliate the aid 
of the Geinuin I’lotestants “ II seder sopra tanti scanni non giova niai ’ 

He was so vain that aftoi his heard Mas Mliite he lo\ed to bedizen him¬ 
self witli jowelleiy, 'weaiinga piotubion ot nngs, and even eariings like 
a woman lidiitious dcs Ambassadcnts Vnuticns sur Ics uffaucs dc 
Fiance, rccucillics ct tiaduitcs pai M M N Toiiinia&co, 2 tomes 4to, 

Tans, 1838 
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rights to 
Navarre, 
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Doubts 
as to 

Emperor’s 

retreat 
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beyond the Pyrenees. Anthony had therefore pro¬ 
posed to cede to the King of Spain, for a suitable 
consideration, all his wife’s rights to coronation or 
to interment at Pamplona. 

Writing to Philip II.,^ the Emperor informed 
him that this matter had been brought under his 
notice at Burgos, by the Duke of Alburquerque, 
Viceroy of Navarre, and that he had given audience 
to Monsieur Ezcmiu, the confidential agent of the 
Duke of Venddme. The subject had also been 
discussed at Valladolid. He had refused, however, I 
to enter upon the affair, and left it entirely in the j 
King’s hands He hoped that the Prince of Orange ' 
and the Chancellor had come to a settlement with 
the King of the Komans, as to the last formalities of 
his renunciation of the empire; and he cnticatcd 
Philip to hasten the settlement by all the means in 
his power, being anxious to cntci his monastery 
“ free from this, as from othci caics ” 

While Chailes was thus bent on conventual quiet, 

I he was so reseived in his communications with his 
attendants, that they weic still in doubt whethci hc' 
really intended to shut himself up for life in the 
distant cloister of Yuste. From Burgos, Gaztelii 
wrote, that in spite of his constant opportunities, hc 
was unable to penetrate the Emperor’s intentions 


^ [Gacbaid, Retraitc et moit dc Chailcs Quint, torn ii p 105 ] 
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—the expressions which he let fall being always, | c hap i i. 
as it seemed, purposely equivocal. At Valladolid, ! *556* 

however, he had commanded the attendance of the i 
Prior of Yuste, and the General of the Order of ! 

t 

Jerome, Pray Francisco de Tofiho; and he gave 1 
audience so frequently to these firiars, that the j 
Flemings must have begun to despair of escaping j 
the backwoods of Estremadura, j 

The acquaintance of the Emperor and his grand- oonCarios 
son, Don Carlos, which commenced at Cabezon, was 
of course improved at Valladolid. On the grand¬ 
father’s side, there seems to have been little of the I 

fondness which usually belongs to the relationship. I > 

Although only eleven years old, Carlos had aheady I ! 

shown symptoms of the mental malady which i 
daikened the long life of Queen Juana, his great¬ 
grandmother by the side both of his father, Philip of 
Spain, and of his mother, Mary of Poitugal. Of a 
sullen and passionate temper, he lived in a state of 
perpetual rebellion against his aunt, and displayed 
in the nursery the weakly mischievous spiiit which 
marked his short career at his father’s couit. Ilis 
sad and early death, still mystciious both m its cause 
and its circumstances, has made him the darling of 
lomance ; and in that faiiy lealm, he goes ciowncd 
with immortal garlands, such as certainly have never 
been won in the battlefields of life by any son or 
descendant of his sire He might possibly have 

VOL. V I 
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CHAP. II. become the champion of the people’s rights, and of 
iss6- liberty of conscience; but it was scarcely probable 
that a hero of that order should be bom in the 
purple of the house of Hapsburg. His shadowy 
claims to the title have been maintained by several 
Schiller-struck champions.^ But his high faculties 
for good or evil, if he possessed them, certainly 
escaped the shrewd insight of his grandfather, who 
regarded him merely as a froward and untractable 
child, whose future interests would be best served by I 
a present unsparing use of the rod. Kecommending, i 
therefore, to the Princess an increased severity of 
discipline in the management of her nephew, the 
Emperor remarked to his sisters that he had observed 
with concern the boy’s unpromising conduct and 
manners, and that it was very doubtful how the 
man would grow up. This opinion was conveyed 
by Queen Eleanor to Philip II, who had lequcstod 
his aunt to note caiefully the impression made by 
his son; and it is said to have laid the founda¬ 
tion for the aveision which the King entertained 
towards Cailos. 

^ Of these, one of the latest and most plausible in his view la Don 
Adolfo do Castro See his agreeable woiL, IhUoma dt ios Pioti^tantis 
Espafioles, 8vo, Cadiz, 1851, pp 243-319, 01 Thu Spanish VtoiLsianU, 
translated byT rarkci, ftap bvo, London, 1851, pp 278-339, 111 ^^hlch, 
howevei, I cdiiuot admit that lit makes out his case 


CHAPTEB III 


THE CASTLE OF XARAHDILLA. 


INCE the Emperor had 
turned fifty, and had 
begun to lose his teeth, 
he had ceased to eat in 
public, or at least per¬ 
formed that royal func¬ 
tion in private as often as 
good policy permitted.^ 
On the 4th November 
he exhibited himself at table to his subjects for 
the last time, dining about noon before as many 
of the citizens of Valladolid as chose to attend and 
could find standing loom in the apartment. Im¬ 
mediately afterwards he bade farewell to the Piincess- 
Regent and her nephew, and set foiwaid on his 
journey to Estremaduia, dismissing, at the Campo 



CH III 
1556 

Empeior 

leaves 

Valladolul, 


4th Not 


^ Joan Gin. bcpulvecU, Bo lichiis qe\tis Cm oh F, lil> x\x c. 25; 
4 tom 4to, Maduti, 1780, ii p 52S 
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OH. in. gate, a crowd of grandees who had wished to ride 
^ss6. for some miles beside his Utter. 

The followers whom he had brought from Burgos 
continued to attend him, with a small escort of horse 
and a company of forty halberdiers commanded by 
a Ueutenant. They had not gone far over the naked 
plain, patched here and there with stubby vine- 
Diness. yards, when the Emperor complained of illness, and 
halted his Utter. His servants retired with him into 
a wayside garden, and by the appUcation of hot ! 
cushions to his stomach, he was soon sufficiently re- | 
stored to proceed. At the ferry of the broad Duero ' 
he looked towards the fortress of Simancas, which 
j rose on its round hiU-top out of the plain a few 
! miles higher up the river, and remarked to Quixada 
! that he hoped the thirty thousand ducats, with which 
I ho counted upon paying his people, had been lodged 
^ there in safety. The day’s march of four leagues 
ViUdos- I closed at Valdestillas, a village seated amongst low 
4th Nov I vroods of melancholy pine. 

I The next day’s journey, which was somewhat 
shorter, brought the paity to Medina del Campo, a 
sth Nov. I o],j historical town in a singularly bad site, with 
a grand collegiate church presiding over many othei 
religious buildings, and a noble hospital, well sup- 
pHed with patients by the miasma which rose lioni 
the stagnating Zapauliel that crept beneath Ihe 
waUs. Here was an ancient lesidence of the ciowii 
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of Castile, called La Mota, a stately pile hallowed ch ni. 
by the deathbed of Isabella the Catholic. The Em- ^sse. 
peror, however, was not lodged there, but in' the 
house of one Eodrigo de Duefias, a rich money- 
broker, whither he was conducted by the authorities 
and by most of the inhabitants, who had met him 
at the gate. His host, imitating, perhaps uncon¬ 
sciously, the splendid Fuggers of Augsburg, had 
provided, amongst other luxuries for the Emperor’s 
use, a chafing-dish of gold, filled not with the usual 
charred vine-tendrils, but with the finest cinnamon ^ 
of Ceylon. Charles was so displeased with this | 
piece of ostentation, that he refused, very uncour- 
teously and unreasonably as it seems, to allow the , 
poor capitalist to kiss his hand, and on going away 
next day, ordered his night’s lodging to be paid for.^ 

Fiom Medina he privately sent one of his chaplains 
to Tordesillas to observe the state and service of the 
chapel which he had endowed there for the benefit 
of the souls of his parents. 

In the course of the thud day’s march he re- 
niaikcd to his attendants that, thank Got!' they 
were now getting beyond the leacli of state and 
ceremony, and that there would be now no more 
visits to make or receive, or receptions to undcigo. 

^ Thib btory is told by Gonzalez, but whether on the authority of a 
letter does not appear 
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CH. ni. Six or seven leagues, still over vast bare undulating 
iss6. plains, where the plough feebly contended with the 
noroajode waste, brought them to Horcajo de las Torres, a 
6^1?^ lone village, built on a windswept tableland. The 
fourth day was marked by an improvement in the 
weather, which had hitherto been rainy, and by 
the arrival of a courier from court with a supply 
of potted anchovies and other favourite fish for 
the Emperor. He was also presented with an 
offering of eels, trouts, and barbel, by the towns- I 
PeSar- people of Pefiaranda, where he rested for the night 
7 th Nor. in the mansion of the Bracamontes. The road now i 
approached the southern hills, and entered the strag- ' 
gling woods of evergreen oak which clothe the 
base and become dense on the lower slopes of the 
! wild sierra of Bejar, the centre of that mountain 
I chain which forms the backbone of the Poninsiiln, 
stretching from Moncayo in Aragon to the rock of 
I Lisbon on the Atlantic 

In the fifth day’s march the Emperor began to feel 
the keenness of the mountain air; the little chafing- 
dish was constantly in his hand; and the previous 
j night having been chilly, he sent forward a mes¬ 
senger to superintend the warming of his loom at 


Alaraz, a village sweetly nestled in the valley of the 
Gamo. Here he wrote to the King on the inorn- 


Gaiiogosiio ing of the gtli November: and sleeping that night 

Solmiron, ^ ^ ± o o 

9 th Nov. at Gallegos de Solmiron, he arrived on the lotli at 
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Barco de Avila, a small walled town,/finely placed in 
a rich vale, overhnng by the lofty sierras of Bejar 
and Gredos, and watered by the fresh stream of the 
Tonnes, dear to the angler and to the lyric muse 
of Castile. A second courier from court here over¬ 
took the party, with some eider-down cushions for 
the Emperor, who was much pleased with their 
warmth and lightness, and said he would have them 
made into jackets and dressing-gowns for his own 
use. The eighth day’s march, of six or seven 
mountain leagues, was the hardest they had yet 
encountered. The road, constantly ascending the 
rocky and wood-clad steeps, was extremely bad; | 
and, although the country people, whom they met, , 
aided in overcoming the difficulties of the way, the i 
cavalcade did not reach the halting-place at Toma- ' Toma 
vacas until after dark. The Emperor, however, bore “tu nov 
the fatigue with all the spirit and somewhat of the 
sticngth of his younger days; he was even able, on 
his ai'iiial, to go out to see the villagers fish the 
pools of the Xerte by toichlight; and he afterwards 
supped heartily on the fine tiout taken in the couise 
of that picturesque spoit 

He was now within six or seven leagues of Xaiaii- 
dilla, the village in the neighbouiliood of Yiiste 
whore he pioposed to remain until his conventual 
abode was ready. His oiigmal intention had been 
to go thither by way of Plascncia, and thciicc along 


OH. III. 
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OH. iir, the Vera, or valley, in which the village stood, 
issa But from Toinavacas there led to Xarandilla a track 
across the mountains, by which a day’s journey 
could be saved, and Plasencia, with its episcopal 
and municipal civilities, avoided. This shorter, but 
far rougher road, the Emperor determined to face. 
He set out on his last march in good time on the 
morning of the 12th November, his cavalcade being 
swelled by a great band of the last night’s fishermen, 
and other peasants, who carried planks and poles, 
relieved the bearers of the chairs, led the mules, ! 
and pointed out the way. This assistance was not 
only useful but necessary, the road being as wild a j 
mountain-path as mule ever traversed. Overhung, ; 
for the most part, with the bare boughs of great oaks • 
and chestnuts, the narrow and slippeiy track some¬ 
times skirted, sometimes crossed, torrents swollen 
with the late rains, wound beneath toppling crags, ' 
j climbed the edges of fiightful precipices, and reached 
iloito ' culminating hoiror in the pass of Puertonuevo, 
lovo. a chasm, lugged and steep as a broken staircase, 

I which cleft the topmost crest of the siciia On this 
airy height, the travellci, pausing to take bicatli, 
suddenly secs the fan Veia unrolled, in all its giceii 
I length, at his feet. Girdled with its mountain 
wall, this nme-lcague stretch of pasture and foicst, 

I broken hero and there with village roofs and con- 
I vent belfries, slopes gently to the west, where 
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beautiful Plasencia, crowned with cathedral toweis 
and throned on a terrace of rock, sits queenlike 
amongst vineyards and gardens, and the silver 
windings of the Xerte. 

The Emperor was charmed with the aspect of his 
promised land. “Is this indeed the Vera!” said 
he, gazing intently at the landscape at his feet. He 
then turned his eye to the north, into the forest- 
mantled gorge, between the beetling rocks of the 
Puertonuevo; “ Now,” he said, looking back, as it 
were, through the gates of the world he was leaving. 

,CH III. 

1SS6. 


“ ’tis the last pass I shall ever go through.” Ya [ 


no pasar4 otro puerto} During the ascent and | 
descent, he was carried in a chair, the stout and \ 
vigilant Quixada marching at his side, pike in hand. ' 

They reached Xaiundilla before sunset, and alighted 
at the castle of the Count of Oropesa, the great i 2 tuNo\ 
feudal lord of the vicinity, and head of an ancient 
blanch of the Toledos. The Flemings were over¬ 
come with fatigue and with disgust at the obstacles 
which eveiy step had put between themselves and 
homo Ihit all agieed that the Emperor bore the 
jc'iuney rcniaikably well, and did not appeal gieatly 
weaiicd at its close. He chose a bcdioom diheicnt 
fiom that allotted to him by his host; and requested 


1 ruci to has lu Spanish the double signihcation of “gate ” and “moun¬ 
tain pass” 
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CH. III. 


Vera of 
Hasencia. 


that a fireplace might he immediately added to the 
chamber which he was afterwards to occupy.^ 
XarandiHa was, and still is, the most considerable 
village in the Vera of Plasencia, a city so called by 
its founder on account of the beauty of its site, and 
its "pleasantness to saints and men.” Walled to 
the north by lofty sierras, and watered by abundant 
streams, its xnild climate, rich soil, and perpetual 
verdure, led some patriotic scholars of Estremadura 
to identify this beautiful valley with the Elysium of 
Homer—“ the green land without snow, or winter, or 
showers”—in spite of the “soft-blowing sea-breeze” 
which refreshed the Homeric paradise and the tor¬ 
rents of rain which sometimes deluged the Iberian 
dale. With greater plausibility the Vera was con¬ 
jectured to have been the scene where Sertorius fell 
by the traitor-hand of Perpema.® Saintly histoiy 
also deemed it hallowed, in the seventh century, by 


^ In tliib itineiiiiy; fioin Va.lliuloli(l to Xaiaiitlilla, I iini willioiit nicajis 
of computing the difattmccb with tiny coitainty— 

Lc igiius 

Nov 4, Tuc&d.iy, Valladolid to Valduatilhib . 4 

5, Wodiicfetlay, . Mcdin<i del Cainpo 3^ 

6, Thuisday, lloicajo do hus Tones 3 

7, Friday, 1 ‘ofiaianda . 4 

8, Satmday, Al.ua/ 4 

9, Sunday, (Jal let* os do Sol mu on 3 

10, Monday, liartu de Avila ^ 

11, Tuesday, Torn.ivaoas 0 01 7 

12, Wednesday, Xaniudilla . 6 01 7 


® Strada, Dq Bdlo Belgioo, lib i. 


jOi to 3^2 Icnguos 
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the last labours of St. Magnus of Ireland,^ and, in 
the eighth century, by the martyrdom of fourteen 
Andalusian bishops slain in one massacre by the 
Saracen. The fair valley was unquestionably famous 
throughout Spain for its wine, oil, chestnuts, and 
citrons, for its magnificent timber, for the deer, hears, 
wolves, and all other animals of the chase, which 
abounded in its woods, and for the delicate trout 
which peopled its mountain waters.® 

t 

The reasons which guided Charles V. in his I gansonsfor 
choice of a retreat have never been satisfactorily \ 
explained. There is no direct evidence that he had ' 
even visited the Vera before he came there to die.® j 

---- i 

^ He was a pnor of a convent at Gargauta la OUa. J. de Tamayo ' 

Salazar, San ijpUacw de Tui, 4to, Madrid, 1646, p. 42; and SctncU 
ffispam^ 6 vols. fo 3 , Lugd 1657, v p. 68. The fact, liowe^ei, is dis ' 
puted, aiitl the lionoui claimed foi the Alps, and a place called Fuessent j 
supposed to be derived fiom Fauces^ of ^\hlcll Gaiganta is also a transla 
tiou. Theodore of bt Gall, who wiote the life of St Magnus (printed ' 
by J McbSingham, Flonlcgium Sanct Hib&nuv, 4to, Pans, 1624, p 296), 
is entiiely silent as to the claims of the Vera. 

- La Xaiiella de Juste es biien monte de pneico en veiauo, e eii tieiiipo 
do los paiicb 0 non ha buzeiia B es el ainiada en las nava& ”— Lih? 0 de 
la montei la guc mondo cl , llcy D» Alouso* Aciccentado poi 

G. Aigoto de Molma, fol bovilU, 1582, lib 111 cap xviii ful 70. 

^ Robeitsoii ( 67 /^ 7 /ca T, b xii ) cites no aulliuiity foi lii-^j account of 
tlio matter **Fioin VtiUjdolid,” he, “he [the Eiiipeioi] continued 
ins ]ouincy to Ida-senua [a ton 11 vIhlIj, asve lia\e seen, lie purpO'^cly 
a\oidcdJ lie had passed tlnougli this place a gicat many yeais bcfoie , 
and having been stuick at that time with the delightful situation of the 
inonastciy of St Justus, helongiiig to the Older ot St, Jerome, not main 
miles distant fiom the town, he had then obseivcd to some of lii- 

* I cannot hnd in the Bicciomna de la Academia^ or any other, “vozena” 
in this sense 
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CH nr It is possible that the patriotism of some Estrema- 
155^ duran companion in arms, and his talk on the march 
or by the camp fire, may have obtained for his 
native province the honoui’ of being the scene of 
the Emperor’s evening of life. While making the 
pilgrimage to the shrine of Onr Lady of Guadalupe, 
in April 1525,^ or during the few days which he 
spent at Oropesa on his way to Seville, in February 
1526,^ it is not improbable that love of the chase 
may have tempted Charles to penetrate the sur¬ 
rounding forests, and that the sylvan valley may 
have remained pictured in his memory as the very ! 
solitude for some future Diocletian. In 1534 he | 
was at Salamanca, visiting his old tutor, Bishop Luis ' 
Cabeza de Vaca, and undergoing the pompous and ' 

I pedantic homage of the university, ’ and it is also ' 

! 

I ----—---------- 

t 

attendants tliat this was a spot to w'hicli Diocletian iiiiglit liave ichied 
I with pleasiiie The impres&ioii luid icmaincd so .stionj' on Ins mind tli.it 
ho pitched upon it as the jildce of his oii u retieafc ” M diiste, VAbdutt 
Hon, lepeats the story, and assigns the incident to the date 1542, but, 
hke Itobeitson, no autliority eilhcr for the story 01 tJie date h'lorn 
the Itincrarif of the Empaor^ by Vaiuloncsse, fioin 1519 to 1551, ]>rinl('d 
luBiadford’s wc loam (jip 531-5) that in 1542 Cliailes 

was never nearei to Ynsie tii.in Valladolid [Picscott, The Lifv of 
Choivics the Fifth of lev his ^bUiccttiuii — Cluiilib V, 2 vols 8vo, liOndoii, 
vol 11, 1). 53 i» “ There is no evidence that he bad evei been it ”j 

^ Pi. Gabriel do Talavcia, Uisloi la de NtitUia Scfio/a de GiiadaluiH , 

4to, Toledo, I 597 -Ihe lettci ol biothciliood, curUt de hei mcDidudi 
given to the Empcroi, punted at fol. 210, is dated 21st Apnl 1525 
® Itinerary of the Empaor, by Vandcncsso, in Biadloid’s Correspond^ 
cnee, p. 490, He reinainod at Oropesa (crioueously written Aroptsa) 
from the 25tli to the end of Pebmaiy. 

3 Gil Gon9alcz do Avila, llisior'm dc Salmmnca, 4 to, Salamanca, 
1606, p 475. 
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possible that in that journey he may have had a oh. m. 
glimpse of his final resting-place. But there was no iss®- 
palace or hunting-seat of the crown near enough 
to the Vera to have made him naturally familiar 
with so remote a spot; nor do the annals of Yuste, 
or even of Plasencia, contain any record of an 
imperial visit either to the seq^uestered convent or 
to the pleasant city. Of the natural charms of the 
place he may have heard enough to attract him 
thither; but the reputation of the valley for salubrity, 
which seems to have been scarcely deserved,^ was 
probably rather the consequence than the cause of 
its being chosen for his retreat by the monarch of t 
the fairest portions of Europe. ! 

The village of Xarandilla is seated on the side of ' ViiiagoanJ 

° castle of 

the sierra of Xaranda, and near the confluence of 
two mountain torrents which fall from the rugged 
Pcnanegra Its chief feature is the parish church 
of Our Lady of the Tower, peiched on a mass of 
rock forty feet high, and approached by steep and 
iianow stairs, which give it the appearance of a place 
lather of defence than de\otion. The mansion of 

^ Manann {Dc Rib Hisp , lib xi cap. 14, fol Toleti, 1582, p 533) 

•fives tlie city of l*Li‘sencia an opposite character The site Wti'j called 
Anibioz, blit Alonso VIII changed the naiiie~“qnod nomen riacenti.e 
appellatione niutaii ]>lacuit, omini's causas quasi divi-^ et hoiiumhus pla- 
citiiricet ex region’s amajuitato, qiiainvis coh siluhiitatc non tadLiii ” 

This paSbUge is cited hy Fi Alonso Fernando/, in his Iltstorm y A)inlC'i dc 
VlasGiicia^ fol Madiul, 1627, p 6, with the ■»iiiq)rcsbion, latUei ]iatiiotic 
than honest, of the Utter damaging clause 
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the Oropesas, built in the feudal style, with corner 
towers, has long been in ruins; and of its imperial 
inmate the village has preserved no other memorial 
than a fountain, which is still called the fountain of 
the Emperor, in the garden of a deserted monastery 
once belonging to the Order of St. Augustine. 

Here Charles remained for nearly three months, 
awaitmg the completion of the works at Yuste. His 
abode, though only an occasional residence of his 
host, Fernando, fourth Count of Oropesa, was com¬ 
modious in all save fireplaces, and, in the opinion 
of his attendants, was handsomely furnished and 1 
fitted up. He installed himself in a room with a ' 
southern aspect, opening upon a covered gallery, 
and overlooking a flower-garden planted with orange 
' trees. For a few days he lived as the Count’s guest, 
but finding that his stay might be indefinitely pro¬ 
longed, he afterwards commenced housekeeping on 
his own account. On the i8th November, there¬ 
fore, Oropesa and his brother, Francisco Alvaiez de 
Toledo, who had been Viceroy of Peru,^ and am¬ 
bassador to the Council of Trent, took their leave, 
and returned to theii usual home, somewhcie on 
their adjoining estates, which extended far into 
' the Vera on one side, and across the mountain to 
Tornavacas on the other. 


* P. de Itojos, Dtscursos Genialoi/ioos, 4to, Toledo, 1636, p m. 
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I- 

During the whole month of November the weather 

was cold and stormy, giving a cheerless prospect of 
the winter climate of Estremadura. Rain fell every 
day, sometimes in torrents, and was followed by 
fogs, sometimes so thick, that a man became in¬ 
visible at the distance of twelve paces. Yuste, on i 
its wooded hillside, was wrapped in a mantle of j 
perpetual and impenetrable mist. For whole days | 
it was scarcely possible for an invalid to leave the ' 
house, the streets of XarandiUa being canals of 
muddy water, through which Luis Quixada waded . 

j from his lodging to his daily duties, in fisherman’s ^ 

' boots made of felt and cowhide. i 

1 j 

i Meanwhile the Emperor, wrapped in a robe of lEmpeioi’^ 

. ^ ^ interest 

eider-down made from the Princess’s cushions, sat '^public 
by the fireside, in good health and spirits, attended 
by the secretary Gaztelu, who read to him the de¬ 
spatches which arrived almost daily from Valladolid, 
and wrote leplies from his dictation The course 
of events m Flanders was watched by Charles ivith 
especial interest, he was always eager for intelli¬ 
gence, and Gaztelu never finished reading a letter 
w'ltliout being asked if there was no moie 

By a remaikable coincidence, the yeai which saw 
the Empeior descend from his throne, at the age of 
fifty-six, to prepare for his tomb, likewise saw a 
newly-elected Pope plunging, at the age of eighty, j’opo raui 
into the vortex of political strife, with all the leck- 
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a. ni. less ardour of a boy. The two men seemed to have 
1556- changed characters as well as places. Charles, the 
most ambitious of princes, was about to turn monk; 
Caraffa, the most studious and ascetic of monks, 
bTixsting from that chrysalis state, shone forth as the 
most splendid and restless sovereign in Europe. No 
Gregory or Alexander ever played the old pontifical 
game of usurpation and nepotism with more arro¬ 
gance and audacity than Paul IV. Since Clement 
stole from his sacked city and beleaguered castle 
in the cuirass and jack-boots of a trooper, the 
Popes had taken care to exert, only in the gentlest 
manner, their paternal authority over the house of 
Hapsburg But Paul, as if his studies had never j 
been disturbed by the trumpets of Bourbon, flung 
experience and prudence to the winds. Hating ) 
' Spain with the hatred of an hereditary bondsman, 
j the old volcanic Neapolitan poured forth against her 
^ torrents of the foulest abuse, and, sitting in the 
I pastoml chair of St Peter, he denounced the Spanish 
, portion of his Christian flock as “heretics, schis¬ 
matics, accursed of God, the spawn of Jews and 
Moors, the offscounng of the oaith.” * IIo had, 

I____ _ __ 

1 ^ “Heictici, seismatici, oi waladotti de Dio, seme de’ Giiidei cl dc’ 

* Marraui, feccia del inondo ” Cited hy Fed(‘rigo Badovaio in liis Udalionc^ 

I 1557, made to liis government as aniljassadoi horn Venico to iJic King of 
ypam, of which an account is given in an mtcicstiiiti iiapei 1)V M Maicluil 
in the Bulletins dc VAcadcmie royalc iks scuhlls tt belles IcUics de 
, B 3 if xelles, iom xii i'-''par tie, 1845, p ^3 
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besides, an ancient fend with the house of Austria, oh. m. 
on account of the punishments inflicted on the ^sse- 
OarafFas who had joined the jE^ench during the 
foray of Lautrec, and also a personal grudge, for 
opposition made to his own elevation to the arch¬ 
bishopric of Naples.^ War seemed to offer a pros¬ 
pect, not only of gratifying his hatred with sharper 
weapons than words, but of paying off old scores 
and of providing his needy nephews with desirable j 
duchies. The antiquated claims of the Papacy on 
Naples as a Church fief furnished a ready cause of 
quarrel; and Paul at once invited the Grand Turk 
to land in Sicily, and lured Prance across the Alps, 
by holding out such hopes of an Italian crown as 
no French king has ever been able to realise or j 
resist. Henry II, only a few months before, had i Henry rr 
concluded a truce for five years with the King of co mbin e 
Spain. But at the call of the minister of truth and 
peace, whose hereditary device happened to bear the 
canting motto, Cara Fe, he was ready to commit 
any profitable perfidy and undertake any promising 
war. The Admiral Colieny was theiefore sent to coiigny 

invaaos 

caiiy fire and swoid into Flanders; and the gallant Flanders 
Francis of Lorraine, Duke of Guise, the ablest 

of Guise 

^ Doin Ant Parrino, Teatio de' governi tZc’ Vtcert d% Napoli, 2 vols 
4to, Napoh, 1770, 1 pp 142-3; Bat Platma, Eistoria det soinmt Pon- 
iijici, 4to, Venetia, 1592, fol 356. 

VOL. V 



p 



82 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


Flanders 
defended 
by Duke 
I of Savoy. 


general in France, led twenty thousand of her best 
troops into Italy. 

Philip II., too faithless himself to be surprised 
at the bad faith of his royal brother, took vigorous 
measures to finistrate his endeavours. He gave the 
military command, as well as the civil government, 
of the Netherlands to Duke Emanuel Philibert of 
Savoy; he entrusted the Duke of Alba with the 
defence of Naples; and he himself passed into 
England, and secured the co-operation of the love¬ 
sick Mary, in the teeth of her distrustful and Spain- 
hating ministers and people. 

After a lapse of three centuries, Emanuel Philibert 
still ranks as the most able and honest prince of that 
royal line of Savoy, in which, although ability has 
seldom been wanting, geography seems to have 
rendered honesty almost impossible.’^ His father, 
Duke Charles, in the long wars between Francis I. 
and Charles V., had been nearly stripped of his 
territory. Part was conquered by his nephew and 
enemy, the King; and part was held for security’s 
sake in the strong grasp of his brother-in-law and 
friend, the Emperor. When his life and injuries were 
ended, his son Emanuel Philibert found the port of 
Nice and a few remote valleys of highland Piedmont 


1 “ La Geographic les empfiche d’etie Iionii( 3 tes gens ” Pi nice de Ligne, 
UlangeSi 5 tom 8vo, Pans, 1S29, v p 29. 
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the sole dommion of the house which claimed the ch hi. 
crowns of Cyprus and Jerusalem. Happily the isss. 
young Ironhead, as he was called, had early fore¬ 
seen that the career of a soldier of fortune was the 
one path by which he could hope to regain his posi¬ 
tion among the princes of Europe. He therefore 
gave himself, heart and soul, to the profession of 
arms, and, having served with distinction under his ’ 
imperial uncle in Germany and Flanders, he was j 
aheady, though still under thirty, reckoned one of 
the best captains in the service of Spain.^ | 

Ferdinand, Duke of Alba, became, in his old age, ' of 

■AJi'bQi 

the last of the great soldiers of Castile. His grand- j 
father, the first Duke, under the Catholic King, had 
led the Christian chivalry to the leaguer of Granada; 
his father had left his bones among the Moors in the 
African isle of Zerbi; and he himself had fought 
by the side of the Emperor on the banks of the 
Danube, beneath the walls of Tunis, in Provence 
and Dauphiny, and in the Piotestant Electorates. 

He had held independent commands of importance 
in Catalonia and Navarre; he had defended Per¬ 
pignan for two months against Fiancis I. with a 
greatly superior force, and so had foiled the French 
king’s projected invasion of Spam, ^ and he had 


^ Histoire d'Emanuel Fhthhert, 121110, Amstenlam, 1693, p 5 
* In 1542 J. A. Fronde, History of England^ vol iv pp 174-5 
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commanded in chief in the campaign which closed 
with the victory at Muhlberg and the capture of the 
Duke of Saxony. These triumphs had been clouded 
by his repulse from Metz, and his late reverses in 
the Milanese; but the stem disciplinarian was still 



hardly past the prime of life, and in full favour with 
defends his soveroigu, and he joined the ai'my of Naples, 
resolved to win back on the Homan Campagna the 
laurels which he had lost on the plains of the Po ^ 


^ J V. Riistant, Historia del Duqae dc Alva, 2 tom 4to, Madud, 
iJ'Si. a book which seem? to be little more than a tianslation of the raic 
Latm life by Osorio. This famous leader is hold veiy cheap by Badovaro 
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Besides the momentous affairs of Italy and the ch. in 
Netherlands, several minor matters claimed and ob- isss. 
tained the Emperor’s attention. Foremost amongst infanta^ 
them stood the negotiations with the court of For- Portugal- 
tugal, touching the Infanta Mary. Queen Eleanor, 
the mother of this princess, had not seen her since 
the time when she herself had been recalled, in her 
j£rst widowhood, to Castile by the Emperor, and had \ 
left her baby under the care of her half-brother, , 

John III. She parted with her sadly against her \ 
will, and only because the usages of Portugal and ; 
the clamours of the city of Lisbon did not permit 
an Infanta to leave the kingdom. It had since > 
been the main object of the fond mother’s heart to 
negotiate for her daughter such a marriage as should 
set her free from this thraldom, and once more 
reunite them. She had first afiianced her to the 
Dauphin, who did not hve to fulfil his engagement; 
and she afterwards vainly endeavoured to match her 

in Ills EclationCi aheady quoted at p So lie accuses him not only of 
ignoitince of niilitaiy allaiiss, but e\en of co^^a^dlce, and asseits that liis 
appointment to the chief command in Germany astoniished the A\hole 
anny, and was a meie job to please the Spaniards, winch the Enijieior 
consented to because he had made up his mind to do the whole w 01k 
himself As legaids Chailes, this statement I'a so improbable, that it 
may well he supposed to rest 011 the authoiity of some of the numeious 
eiionues of Alba, w'ho hated him foi his haughty manners and severe 
disciidine It 13 ccitam that he had eveiy oppoitunity of leaining hi-s 
profession 111 all tlie imperial w ars, that the Enipcroi himself employed 
him at Metz, and that in his old age he w'as so fai supeiior to any other 
general in the Spanish seivicc, that Philip II entrusted him, though in 
disgrace at the time, with the conquest of Poi tugal 
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with Maximilian, King of Bohemia, and Philip of 
Castile.^ In following her brother and sister to 
Spain, Eleanor was much influenced by the hope 
of inducing her daughter to come and reside with 
her in that country. Philip 11 . also seemed desi¬ 
rous of making some amends for his ungenerous 
treatment of the Infanta, by marrying her to their 
mutual cousin, the Archduke Charles of Austria. 
John III. of Portugal, her guardian, was likewise 
solicitous to provide her with a husband, and had 
offered her hand, not only to the Archduke, but ■ 
also to the Emperor Ferdinand his father, and to 
the Duke of Savoy, without success.® Dispirited ' 
by these mortifications, Maiy herself turned her 
thoughts to the natural lefnge of a lovo-lom damsel 
of thirty-six—the cloister; and the falseness of 
Philip had filled her heart with bittemess towards 
Spain and her Spanish kindred, and with distrust of 
any proposal which came from beyond the Guadiana. 


She even demun’ed about complying with the dcsiie 
of her mother, that they should meet on the frontier 
of the two kingdoms; and the King of Portugal 
sustained her objections, on the ground that he did 
not wish her to be inveigled into taking the veil 
in a Spanish nunnery. The Emperor had aheady 


^ Damiam de Goes, Chronica do Rci Dom Emanuel^ 4 tom. fol Lisbon, 
I 1566-67, IV. p 84 

I 2 Meueses, Chronica dc D. Schastiao^ p 69 
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declined his son’s invitation to interfere, but be oh. hi 
now fonnd it impossible to resist the entreaties of ^sss 
his sisters and the Princess-Eegent. He therefore 
allowed the Portuguese ambassador, Don Sancho 
de Cordova, to come to Xarandilla on the 29th 
November, and gave him several audiences during 
his two days’ stay. 

King Anthony of Navarre, as he was called in Navarre. 
Prance, in right of his wife, or the Duke of Vend6me, 
as he was styled in Spain, had also contrived to gam 
the Emperor’s attention to his proposals.^ His 
emissary, M. Ezcurra, therefore presented himself 
at XarandiUa, on the 3rd December, and was dis¬ 
missed with a letter, written in cipher, to the secre¬ 
tary Vazquez. 

On the 8th December there arrived a Jew of t Barbary 
Barbary, bringing with him papers to prove that the 
King of Prance was negotiating a secret treaty at 
Pez, by which it was rendered probable that Moorish 
rovers would soon leveuge on the coasts of Spain 
the ravages committed by the Spanish troops on the 
frontiers of Picardy. The infoimer w'as sent on to 
Valladolid, on the 9th, with a letter to the secre- 
taiy of state. 

The progress of the works at Yuste, and the 

^ ^ ^ at Y uate 

preparations for removal thither, weie subjects of 


Supra, chap li p 64 
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CH. m . everyday discussion. The new buildings had been 
iss6. commenced more than three years before, the first 
money being paid for the purpose on the 30th 
July 1553. Gaspar de Vega, one of the best of the 
royal architects, gave the plans, working, however, 
it is said, from a sketch drawn by the Emperor’s 
own hand. Yuste was visited on the 24th May 
1554, by Philip, at the desire of his father, as he 
was on his road to England. He assisted at the 
procession of Corpus Christi, inspected the works ' 
with great minuteness, and slept a night in the con¬ 
vent. The control of the cash and the general 
superintendence of the building was entrusted to Ij 
Fray Juan de Ortega, general of the Jeronymites, j 
and Fray Melchor de Pie de Concha. Ortega was 
a man of ability and learning, who enjoyed for a time 
the reputation of having written Lazanllo de Tormes, 
the charming parent of those picaresque stories in 
which modern fiction had its birth. Certain reforms 
which he attempted to introduce into the rule of his 
order met with so much opposition and odium, that 
^ he was deposed from the generalship, when his suc- 
1 cessor, TofifLo, thought fit to remove him and his 
I assistant, Concha, from their functions at Yuste. 
j The Emperor, however, was highly indignant at this 
interference, and immediately replaced them in their 
duties, which they continued to discharge at the 
time of his anival at Xarandilla. 
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The greatest secrecy had been enjoined as to the oh. m 
purpose of these architectural operations, and Charles ^sse 
lad evinced much displeasure on learning that his 
ntention of retiring to the monastery had been 
spoken of in the country, owing to the indiscreet 
-attling of the friars. Ortega, as well as the general 
Cofiho, had been summoned to meet him at Valla- 
iolid, and now at Xarandilla they and the prior of 
STuste had long and frequent audiences. On the Emperor 
J2nd November, in spite of the rain and fog, the iYuste. 
Smperor got into his litter, and went over to the j 
jonvent, to inspect the state of the works for him- ; 
lelf. It being the feast of St. Catherine, it was ’ 
lis first care to perform his devotions in the church. 
'Notwithstanding the gloom of the weather and the 
vmtry forest, he declared himself satisfied with what 
le saw, and ordered forty beds to be prepared,— 

,wenty for masters and twenty for servants,—as 
ipeedily as possible. Precautions had been taken 
,0 light fires in all the four fireplaces; and in his 
irogress through the apartments he was glad to rest 
ind warm himself at each of them.^ His intention 
vas to remain at Xarandilla until the aiTival of 
lertain books and papers, which it was necessary to 
lonsult before settling with the domestics whom he 

1 M 13 iikliuizen van <len Brink, La Itetraitc de Ckarles^Quiid, anedyse 
Viin Manusmt Espagnol contemporaiii^ par uii idujiciix dc Voidic dc 
^aint-JerCme a YustCt 8vo, Bruxelles, 1850, p 21 
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;h nr. was about to discharge; but he hoped to remove to 
1556. the convent in the middle of December. 
nroThu Meanwhile, the household, especially the Flemish 
jusehoid and more numerous portion of it, was in a state 
of discontent bordering on mutiny. The chosen 
paradise of the master was regarded by the servants 
as a sort of hell upon earth. To all that they could 
urge against the salubrity of Yuste, Charles either 
was wholly deaf, or replied with the proverb, “ The 
lion is not so fierce ”—or, as we say, the devil is not 
so black—“ as he is painted! ” No es tan Iravo el 
lean como le pintan. The mayordomo and the sec¬ 
retary therefore poured, by every post, their griefs 
into the ear of the secretary of state. The Count of 
jiuxada. j Oropesa, wrote Luis Quixada, had been driven away 
' from Xarandilla by the damp, and Yuste was well 
known to be far damper than Xarandilla. His 
Majesty had been pleased to approve of the abode 
prepared for him, but he himself had likewise been 
I there, and knew that it was full of defects and dis- 
I comfort. The rooms weie too small, the windows 
1 too large; the window which opened from the 
Empeior’s bedroom into the church would not com¬ 
mand the elevation of the host at the high altar; and 
if service were performed at one of the side altars, 

, where the officiating monk could be seen by IIis 
Majesty in bed, His Majesty in bed would be seen 
by the monk. In spite of the glass and the shutters, 
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le feared that the Emperor would be disturbed oh in. 
luring the night when the hours were chanted. The 
ipartments on the ground floor were in utter dark¬ 
less, and reeking with moisture; the garden was 
laltry, the orange-trees few, and the boasted prospect, 
jrhat was it but a hill and some oak-trees ? Never¬ 
theless, he hoped the place might prove better than it 
iromised; and he entreated the secretary not to show 
lis letter to her highness, nor to tell her of the dis- | 
paraging tone in which he had written about Yuste. i 
Gaztelu was equally desponding. Some of the Oazteiu 
Eiiars were to be drafted off into other convents, to i 

nake room for the new-comers; and none being J 

iviUing to forego the chances of imperial favour, 
aerce dissensions had arisen on this point, and had 
3 ven reached the Emperor’s ears It seemed as if 
Bis Majesty must adjust these quarrels himself, or 
seek another retreat, which would be much against 
his inclination; hut, indeed, what good could he 
expected to come of wishing to live among friars 
The quaifermastei, Enggiei, in reporting progiess, 
liad ventured to complain of the want of servants’ 
accommodation At this the Emperor was veiy 
angry, and telling him that he u anted his service 
and not his advice, said he must find means of lodg¬ 
ing twenty-one of the people at Yuste, and the rest at 
Quacos, “a place,” added Gaztelu piteously, “worse 
than Xarandilla.” Still more nas the Emperor 
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CH. III. exasperated at a letter which he received from the 
iss6- Queen of Hungary, entreating him to think twice 
before he settled in a spot “ so unhealthy as Yuste; ” 
and he expressed great wrath against those who 
had given her such information, and whom he sus¬ 
pected to be Monsieur de la Chaulx and the doctor 
Oornelio, who had lately come from court. Poor La 
Chaulx might well be excused if he had given an 
unfavourable report of the climate; he was not the 
man he had been when he led the ball at the 
Emperor’s wedding, in the Alcazar at Seville; and 
he continued to bum and shiver with violent ague 
fits. The doctor found a good many patients in the 
lower ranks of the household. In spite, however, 
of these various distresses, the Flemings, accoiding 
to the testimony of the Castilians, looked fair and 
fat, and fed voraciously on the “hams and other 
bucolic meats ” of Estremadura, a province still iiii- 
nvalled in swine and savoury preparations of poik 
•[^™P“or’s In this matter of eating, as in many other habits, 
oatmg the Emperor was himself a true Fleming. His early 
tendency to gout was increased by his indulgences 
at table, which geneially far exceeded his feeble 
poweis of digestion, llogcr Ascham, standing “ haid 
by the imperial table at the feast of Golden Fleece,” 
watched with wonder the Emperor’s progress through 
“ sod beef, roast mutton, baked hare,” after which 
“ he fed well of a capon,” drinking, also, says the 
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fellow of St. John’s, “ the best that ever I saw; he ch m . 
had his head in the glass five times as long as any 1556- 
of them, and never drank less than a good quart 
at once of Ehenish wine.”^ In his Commentaries, 

Charles has himself confessed that it was only in 
his eleventh attack of gout, which tormented him 
from December 1543 till Easter 1544, that he would j 
submit to the severe regimen and dietary imposed , 
by his physician.® Even in his worst days of gout ‘ 

, and dyspepsia, before setting out from Flanders, the | 

, fulness and frequency of the meals which occurred 1 
, between his spiced milk in the morning and his 
) heavy supper at night, so amazed an envoy of 1 
Venice,® that he thought them worthy of especial 
notice in his despatch to the Senate. The Emperor’s 
palate, he reported, was, like his stomach, quite 
worn out; he was ever complaining of the sameness 
and insipidity of the meats served at his table; and 
the chamberlain. Monfalconet, protested, in despair, 
that he knew not how the cook was to please his 
master, unless he weie to gratify his taste for culinary 
novelty and chronometiical mechanism, by sending 
him up a pasty of watches. 

^ Wolks of Roqct Ascham^ 4to, London, 1761, p 375 
® Comnicntaii es dc Charles Quint, publiea poui la prcnueie fois, pai 
Le Baion Keivyn de Lettenliove, 8vo, Biuxclles, 1S62, pp 94-5 [The 
Autobiography of the Emperor Charles V, the English tiauslation by 
Looiiaid Fiaucib Smip&on, sm 8vo, Loudon, 1862, p 72 ] 

Badovaio Supia, p 80 
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CH iiT. Eating was now the only physical gratification 
iss 6 . which he conld still enjoy, or was unable to resist. 
Like Frederick the Great, who died of his polenta, 
he continued, therefore, to dine to the last upon the 
rich dishes, against which his ancient and trusty 
confessor, Cardinal Loaysa, had protested a quarter 
of a century before.^ The supply of his table was 
a main subject of the correspondence between the 
mayordomo and the secretary of state. The weekly 
courier from Valladolid to Lisbon was ordered to 
change his route that he might bring every Thurs¬ 
day a provision of eels and other rich fish {pescado 
grueso) for Friday’s fast. There ivas a constant 
demand for anchovies, tunny, and other potted fish, 
and sometimes a complaint that the trouts of the 
country were too small; the olives, on the otliei 
hand, were too large, and the Emperor wished, in- 
Partndges stead, foi' olives of Perejon. One day, the secretary 
Gama of State was askcd for some paitridges from Gama, 
a place from whence the Emperor lememhered 
that the Count of Osoino once sent him, into Flan¬ 
ders, “ some of the best partridges in the world.” ^ 

^ Cartas alEmp Cailos V esn ilas cn los anas (h 1530-32 Cupuuhts 
de las antogiOifas cn d archioo de Sumncas l\ir G Heine Svo, 
Berlin, 1848, p 69. 

^ The Count managpii tliat they should leach Flandeis in i)orfL‘ct con¬ 
dition by putting rust in tlicii mouths, “ echaiidoles 01 in en la lioca ” ’’J’lio 
Ernpeior consideied that this singulai piesscrvative Mould not be ncccs- 
saiy m the present journey. 
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Another day, sausages ■were wanted “ of the kind 
which the Queen Juana, now in glory, used to 
pride herself in making, in the Flemish fashion, at 
TordesiUas,” and for the recipe for which the sec¬ 
retary is referred to the Marquis of Denia. Both 
orders were punctually executed. The sausages, 
although sent to a land supreme in that manufac¬ 
ture, gave great satisfaction. Of the partridges, the 
Emperor said that they used to be better, ordering, 
however, the remainder to be pickled. 

The Emperor’s weakness being generally known 
I or soon discovered, dainties of aU kinds were sent 
I to him as presents. Mutton, pork, and game were 
! the provisions most easily obtained at XarandiUa; 
but they were dear. The bread was indifferent, and 
nothing was good and abundant but chestnuts, the 
staple food of the people. But in a very few days 
the castle larder wanted for nothing. One day the 
Count of Oropesa sent an offering of game; another 
day, a pair of fat calves arrived fiom the Archbishop 
of Zaragoza; the Aichbishop of Toledo and the 
Duchess of Frias were constant and magnificent in 
their gifts of venison, finit, and preserves, and 
supplies of all kinds came at regular intervals fiom 
Seville and from Portugal. 

Luis Quixada, who knew the Emperor’s habits and 
constitution well, beheld with dismay these long 
trains of mules laden, as it weie, with gout and bile. 


Sausap:es 
from Tor- 
desillas. 


Presents 
for Em- 


f ear's. 
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CH. in. He never acknowledged tke receipt of the good 
15 S& things from Valladolid without adding some dismal 
forebodings of consequent mischief; and along with 
an order he sometimes conveyed a hint that it would 
be much better if no means were found of executing 
it. If the Emperor made a hearty meal without 
being the worse for it, the mayordomo noted the fact 
with exultation; and he remarked with complacency 
His Majesty’s fondness for plovers, which he con¬ 
sidered harmless. But his office of purveyor was 
more commonly exercised under protest; and he 
interposed between his master and an eel-pie as, in 
other days, he would have thrown himself between 
the imperial person and the point of a Mooiish 
' lance. 





CHAPTEE IV. 


SERVANTS AND VISITORS. 




' was durina: the Emperor’s 
y/Sr H <N'Ki4>v’5,vfC ® ^ 

stay at XarandiUa, that 








his household was joined 
by the friar of the Order 
of St. Jerome, whom he 
had chosen as his con¬ 
fessor. To this impor¬ 
tant post Juan de Regia 
was perhaps fairly en¬ 
titled, by his professional distinction; and he was 
certainly one of those monks who knew how to 
make ladders, to place and favour, of the ropes 
which girt their ascetic loins. An Aragonese by 
birth, he fiist saw the light in a peasant’s hut,^ on 
the mountains of Jaca, in 1500, the same year in 
which the future Caisar, who was destined to be his 


^ Latas-^i, Jhb. Araq Nneva^ tom i \) 314, sajs he vas of t. “oa-^a 
solaiitga, ’ and bom at Hecho 

VOL V o 


^ CH. IV. 
1556. 

Household 
of the 
Empeior 


Confessoi, 
Ti Juan 
dc l{.e.,K. 
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spiritual son, was bom, in the halls of the house of 
Burgundy, in the good city of Ghent. At fourteen, 
he was sent to Zaragoza, to make one of the motley 
crew of poor scholars, so often the glory and the 
shame of the Spanish Church, and the delight of the 
picaresque literature. Obtaining as he could the 
rudiments of what was then held to be learning, 
he lived on alms—the charity soup and bread dis¬ 
pensed by the Jeronymites of Santa Engracia, and 
the Benedictines of the cathedral. During the vaca¬ 
tions, by carrying letters or messages, sometimes as 
I far as Barcelona, Valencia, or Madrid, he earned a 
( little money, which he spent in books. IIis diligent 
I pursuit of knowledge having attracted the notice 
I of the fathers of Santa Engracia, tlieir favour 
obtained for him the post of domestic tutoi to 
two lads of family, who were about to enter the 
University of Salamanca. In that congenial abode 
he icmainod for thirteen years, in the last six of 
which he was released from the duties of pedagogue, 
and free to pursue liis juivate reading of tlicologj, 
canon law, and the biblical tongues. With Ins mind 
thus stored, he letuincd, in his thirty-sixth year, to 
I Zaragoza, and received the habit of St Jeiome, in 
the familiar cloisters of Santa Engiacia. Ere long, 
he had made himself the most popular confessor 
within its walls, young and old lloclciug to Ins chair 
in such crowds, that it seemed as li’ perpetual holy- 
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week were kept in the convent church. As a oh. iv. 
preacher, his success was not so great; and the 
critics considered his discomses to be deficient in 
learning, of which, nevertheless, he had enough to 
be chosen as one of the theologians sent in 1551 
by Charles V. to represent the doctors of Aragon 
at the Council of Trent.^ At his return from this 
honourable, but finiitless mission, he became prior 
of the convent whose broken meat he had once 
eaten; and he would have been elected to that 
office a second time, had not the Emperor sum¬ 
moned him to Xarandilla to commence a higher 
career of ambition, and to enter pobtical life at the 
precise age at which Charles himself was retiring 
from it. On being introduced into the imperial 
presence, Regia chose to speak, in the mitre- 
shunning cant of his cloth, of the great reluctance ' 
which he had felt in accepting a post of such 
weighty lesponsibility. “ Never fear,” said Charles, 
somewhat maliciously, as if conscious that he was 
dealing with a hypociite; “ before I left Flandeis, 
five doctors were engaged foi a whole year in easing 
my conscience; so you will have nothing to answer 
for but what happens here.” 

^ A sum of one tlionsand ducats a year A\as allowed linn as salaiy, 
and foi Ins tiavellmg exiienses, but he spent the gieatci pait of it in 
olleungb of saciamental plate and altai embiouleij for tlie cliiiicli ot 
Engiacia Latassa, tom i. p 315 
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CH. IV. It may be as well now to sketch the portraits of 
iss6- the other members of the imperial household, who 
afterwards formed the principal personages of the 
tiny court of Yuste. Foremost in interest as in rank 
stands the active mayordomo, who has already figured 

Chamber- go ftequeutly in this narrative, Luis Quixada, or, to 

lam, Lms ^ 

Quixada. gjye him Ms full Castilian appellation, Luis Mendez 
Quixada Manuel de Figueredo y Mendoza. He was 
the last of a knightly race of Old Castile, whose 
martial achievements, says one of its admirers, 
“deserve to be written with a pen plucked from 
the wing of the eagle that soared, in battle, over 
the head of Alexander.” ^ The first recorded wai'rior 
of the line was Ruy Arias Quixada, who fought 
in 1085 under the king Don Alonso VI., at the 
taking of Toledo. From that siege to Isabella’s 
crowning conquest of Granada, there was hardly a 
field fought in Spam where the pennon, chequered 
azure and argent, of a Quixada, was not displayed 
among the foremost banners of the Chiistian host 
Gutierre Gongalcz Quixada, Loid of Villagarcia, 
was distinguished by his prowess in the tourneys, 
and his favour at the court of Philip I., 01 the 
Handsome. He served with distinction 111 the con¬ 
quest of Navaire, and in the wars of the Commons 

^ Juan de Villifafic, Vuki dc Dona Magdalena dt Vlloay 4to, fcJala- 
inanea, 1728, p 16 
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of Castile; and as a leader of the famous infantry of 
Spain, he became so renowned, that it was suflScient 
praise for soldiers in that service to be called as 
well trained and as well appointed as the soldiers 
of Gutierre Quixada, By his wife, Maria Manuel, 
Lady of Vdlamayor, he had four sons and a daughter. 
Of these children, three embraced the profession of 
arms; Alvaro entered the Church, and died in 1554, 
a dignitary of Santiago; and Anna was for many 
years Abbess of Las Huelgas, at Valladolid. Pedro, 
the eldest son, being slain before Tunis, in 1535, 
the family estates passed shortly afterwards, on the 
death of his father, to the second son Luis. Com¬ 
mencing his career as a page in the imperial house¬ 
hold, Luis had likewise served with distinction in 
the same campaign, as a captain of foot. His sagacity 
allayed the discoid which had arisen between the 
Spanish and Italians about the post of honour before 
Goleta;^ and he was wounded while leading his 
company to the assault of its bastions.' At Teiouanne, 
Ill the Netherlands, he was again at the head of a 
stoiming party, when Ins younger biother Juan fell 
at his side, slain by a ball fiom a Fiench aiqiicbus " 
Ills services soon laised him to the grade of colonel, 
and he was also promoted, in the imperial household, 

^ Sandoval, Hist de Cmloi, V, hb. xxii c. 17 ' Ibid , c 27. 

^ J. G, Sepulveda, JDe Uchm ge^fts Cm oh V , lib xxmii. c 27 
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DoSia 

Magdalena 
de UUoa, 
wife of 
Quisada. 


Don John 
of Austria 


to the post of deputy mayordomo, under the Duke 
j of Alba, and in that capacity constantly attended 
the person and obtained the entire confidence of the 
Emperor. In 1549, he married Doha Magdalena 
de Ulloa, a lady of birth equal to his own, and of 
a nature as gentle and lovely as any which ever 
gi'aced the court or the story of Castile.^ The 
marriage took place at Valladolid, the bridegroom 
appearing by proxy, but he soon after obtained leave 
of absence from Bruxelles, and joined his bride in 
Spain. They retired for awhile to his patrimonial 
mansion at Villagarcia, a small town lying six leagues 
from Valladolid, beyond the heath of San Pedro de 
la Espina, in the vale of the Sequillo, 

To Quixada’s care the Emperor afterwards confided 
his illegitimate son, in later yeais so famous as Don 
John of Austria.* The boy was sent to Sjiam in 
155O) in his third year, under the name of Geidiiinio, 
in the charge of one Fiancisquin Massi,’ a favoiiiite 
musician of the Empoioi, who was told that he v\as 
the son of Adrian de Ihies,"* one of the gcullcineii of 
the imperial chambei.'' At iliis man’s dcalli, he 


^ Viliafafie, Vida dc Doiia dc L'Uoa^ p 43 
° [Don John oj Aiistruty or Fcissaqcs J) o'in the Ifistvrij of the tiatu nlh 
Centw y, by Sir William Stirling-Maxwcll, Bait, 2 voJs royal 8vo, London, 
1883, vol 1 p II, scq.'l i [Ibid , p 6 ] 

^ [Or Dubois ] 

® \\ itli tbe Empeioi’s will \vafl dcjiosilcd in the royal iircliivc'fja |>.iclv( L 
of four papers, wliicli appears to Lave been at ijisfc 111 llie custody of 
Philip II, being insciibcd 111 his Landwritiiig, “If I die bcfoic Ills 
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remained for some time with his widow at Leganes, oh, iv . 
near Madrid, learning his letters from the curate *ss6 
and sacristan, running wild among the viUage chil¬ 
dren, or with his cross-bow ranging the corn-clad 
plains in pursuit of sparrows. It was not until 
1554 that he was transferred to the more fitting 
guardianship of the Lad7 of Villagarcia; the imperial 
usher who brought him, bringing her also a letter 
from Quixada, commending the young stranger to 
her care as “the son of a great man, the writer’s 
dear friend.” Magdalena, who had no children of 
her own, took the pretty sunburnt boy at once to 
her heart, and watched over him with the tenderest ; 
solicitude; supposing, for some time, that he was 
the offspring of some early attachment of her lord. 

Ma)esly, to be ictuiued to him , if aftei him, to be given to my son , or, 
fill ling him, my next hen ’’ In the lust of these papeis, the contents of 
Ailiicli Avill be noticed nioie paiticiilaily m another place, the Empeior 
acKiio\\ lodged Geioiiinio to be his son, begotten, during his-NMdo-vi hood, 
ot dll unniiiilied woman in Gcimaiij, and lefeired Lis heir loi furtbei 
infoiIllation coiiceimng him to Adiiaii de Bues; 01, in case of liis death, 
to Ogei liodoaitc, poitci of the impciial chamhei Inside this document 
Vi da the receipt Lidiiltd by Mcissi, Ins nife Ana de Medina, aiul tlicn 
sou Diogo, foi the ''Oil of Adiian de Bue'', and a sum of one liundied 
elo^\lls to defiay liis tiavclling expenses to Spdin, and one 3 eai’s boaid 
.iiid lodging, cdhulated fiom the ist Aiuii’^'t iSS^j biiidui^ them- 
sehes to accept iifty ducats foi his annudl keep m tutnre, and to jircsene 
the strictest seciccy as to his parentage. Tin's cuiious leccipt is dated 
Biiixolle-, 13th Juno 1550, and is signed hy the paitics, Ogci Bodoarte 
signing loi the woman, dL liei husbaiul’s uque‘'t, ‘^hc being undblc to 
write The doeumenls aic pinitcd b^ M AV AAei"-, at full length m the 
rapieis d'dai du Cauhual de Gninvdlc, 9 tonics, raTi*^, 1841-52, iv pj) 

496, 499, 500 [A tidnaldtion of the leccipt is given m Don John oj 
A udna, vol 1 p 7 ] 
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A fire breaking out in the house at midnight. 

1556- 

Quixada, by rushing to the rescue of his ward before 
he attended to the safety of his wife, led her after- 

Mystery of 

wards to suspect the truth.^ But as long as the 

parentage. 

Emperor lived, the mayordomo never suffered her | 
to penetrate the mystery. Amongst the neighbours 1 
: Don John passed for a favourite page. The parental 
care of his guardians, whom he called, according to 
a usual mode of Castilian endearment, his uncle and 
aunt, he returned with the affection of a son. Dona . 
Magdalena used to make him the dispenser of the 
alms of bread and money, which were given at her 

Eaily 

religions 

training. 

gate on stated days to the poor; and her efforts to 

imbue him with devotion towards the Blessed Virgin 
are supposed by his historians to have borne good 


1 fruit, in the banners, embroidered with Oui Lady’s 
I image, which floated from every galley in his fleet 
I at Lepanto. In the caily pait of his education, 
Quixada had but little share, being generally absent 
I in attendance on the Emperor, During his brief 
visits to his estate, he lived the usual life of a country 
hidalgo, amusing himself with the chase and law, 
flying his hawks and carrying on a tedious plea with 
his tenants about manorial rights, in which he was 
ultimately defeated. Strongly attached to his paternal 


' [Bon John oj Avstna, voJ i. p 13 ] Villafiiuc, VtdudcM dc Vlloa, 
P* 43 
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fields on the naked plains of Old Castile, although ch. iv. 
fie may have been content to exchange them for *ss6. 
the active life of the camp or the court, it was not 
without many a pang that he prepared for his banish¬ 
ment to the wilds of Estremadura. Unconsciously 
pourtrayed in his own graphic letters, the best of 
the Yuste correspondence, he stands forth the type 
Df the cavalier, and “ old rusty Christian,” ^ of Castile 
—spare and sinewy of frame, and somewhat formal | 
md severe in the cut of his beard and the fashion j 
of his manners; in character reserved and puncti- ‘ 
lious, but true as steel to the cause espoused or the i 
iuty undertaken; keen and clear in his insight into ^ 
men and things around him, yet devoutly believing 
fiis master the greatest prince that ever had been 
or was to be; proud of himself, his family, and his 
seivices, and inclined, in a grave decorous way, 
to exaggerate their importance; a true son of the 
Church, with an instinctive distrust of its ministers , 
a hater of Jeivs, Tuiks, heretics, friars, and Flemings ; 
somewhat testy, somewhat obstinate, full of strong 
sense and strong prejudice; a wam-heaited, ener¬ 
getic, and honest man. 

Martin Gaztelu, the secretary, conies next to the Si-citinv 
mayoidomo in order of precedence, and m the Ocutcin 

^ “Cnstiano viejo ranciobo,” Qttzaroic, p i cap. xxvii., so tians- 
latetl by Shelton 
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CH. IV, 


William 
Van Malo^ 
Gontlo- ' 
mnn-of-tlie-1 
Cliarabor. 


importance of his functions. His place was one of 
great trust. The whole correspondence of the Em¬ 
peror passed through his hands. Even the most 
private and confidential communications addressed 
to the Princess-Eegent by her father, were generally 
written, at his dictation, by Gaztelu; for the imperial 
fingers were seldom sufficiently free from gout to be 
able to do more than add a brief postscript, in which 
Dona Juana was assured of the affection of her 
buen padre Carlos. The secretary had probably 
spent his life in the service of the Emperor; but I 
have been unable to learn more of his history than 
his letters have preserved. His epistolary style was 
clear, simple, and business-like, but inferior to that 
I of Quixada in humour, and in careless graphic touch, 
i and more sparing in glimpses of the rural life of 
I Estremadura three hundred years ago. 

WiUiam Van Male, oi, as the Spaniards {ailed 
' him, Malines, or, in that Latin foini in whuh liis 
name still lingers in the byways of liteiatiiie, 
Mahneus, was the scholar and man of letteis ol the 
society. Born at Binges, of a noble but decayed 
family, and with a learned education for his sole 
patrimony, he went to seek his fortune in Spam, and 
the service of the Duke of Alba, an iion soldici, 
who cherished the arts of peace with a disccining 
love very rare in his profession and his countiy. He 
afterwards tuincd his thoughts towards the Church, 
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but not obtaining any preferment, he did not receive ch. iv. 
the tonsure. About 1548, Don Luis de Avila, Grand *ss6- 
Commander of Alciintara, and a soldier, historian, 
and court favourite of great eminence, engaged him 
to put into Latin his commentaries on the wars in 
Germany, holding out hopes of placing him, in 
return, in the imperial household. Van Male 
executed his task with much elegance,^ but Avila 
failed to fulfil the hopes he had excited, although 
the modest ambition of his translator did not soar i 
beyond the post of historiographer, and two hundred \ 
florins a year. Another and a better friend, how¬ 
ever, the Seigneur de Praet, obtained for Van Male, 
in 1550, the place of harhero, or gentleman of the 
imperial chamber of the second class. | 

His learning, intelligence, industry, cheerful dis¬ 
position, and simple nature, made him a gi’eat 
faiourito with the Emperoi, who soon could scarcely 
dispense with his attendance by day or night. With 
a strong natural taste for arts and letters, Charles, 
often, during his busy life, regretted that his im¬ 
perfect early education debaried him fioni many 
literary pursuits and pleasures. In Van Male he 
had found a humble instrument, ever ready, able, 

^ Lndov dc Avila, Coinmoitai lO) iin dc lU flo Cci mamco o Cm oh ('msai t 
(jcUOj lib 11,8\o, AntvcipicT, 1550 It -was piiiitecl by Steels, mIio ic- 
punted it tlic same year, and anotlici edition "was published m i2mo, 
at Strnsburg, in 1620. 
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and willing to supply his deficiencies. Sailing up 
the Khine in 1550, he beguiled the tedium of the 
voyage by composing a memoir of his campaigns and 
travels.^ The new gentleman of the chamber was 
employed on his old task of translation; and he 
accordingly turned the Emperor’s French, which he 
likewise pronounced to be terse, elegant, and elo¬ 
quent, into Latin, in which he put forth his whole 
strength, and combined, as he supposed, the styles 
of Livy, Csesar, Suetonius, and Tacitus. 

Another of the Emperor’s literary recreations was 
to make a version, in Castilian prose, of the old and 
popular French poem, called Le Chevalier DelihCre, 
an allegory, composed some seventy years before, by 
Oliver de la Marche, in honour of the ducal house 
of Burgundy. Fernando de Acuna, a soldier-poet, 
and, at that time, keeper of tlic captive Elector, 
George Fredeiick of Saxony, was thou commanded 
to turn it into iliyrae, a task winch he ixMlbimed 
very happdy, working up the Emperor’s piosc inlo 
spirited and lichly-idiomatic verse, retouching and 
refreshing the antiquated flattery of the last ccnluiy, 
and stealing, hcie and theic, a chaplet fiom the old 
Buigundian monument to hang upon the sin me of 
Aragon and Castile The manuscript was finally 
given to Van Male, in order to be passed through 


^ [See p 93, and note ] 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


tile press, the Emperor telling him that he might 
have the profits of the publication for his pains, but 
forbidding that the book should contain any allu¬ 
sion to his own share in its production. Against 
this condition Van Male remonstrated, knowing, 
no doubt, that the name of the imperial translator 
would sell the book far more speedily and certainly 
than any possible merit of the translation, and alleg¬ 
ing that such a condition was an injustice both to j 
the honourable vocation of letters and to the world ' 

i 

at large. The Emperor, however, was inflexible, 
and the Spanish courtiers wickedly affected the 
greatest envy at the good fortune of the Eleming. 
Luis de Avila, with special malice, in his quality of 
author assured the Emperor that the book would 
yield a profit of five hundred crowns, upon which 
Chailes, charmed at being generous at no cost at all, 
remarked, “ Well, it is right that William, who has 
had the greatest pait of the sweat, should reap the 
harvest ” Pool Van Male saw no prospect of leaping 
anything but chaff, he timidly hinted at the iisk 
of the undertaking, and did his best to escape the 
threatened boon. But hints were thrown away on 
the Emperor, he was eager to see himself lu type ; 
and he accordingly ordered Jean Steels to strike 
off, at Van Male’s expense, two thousand copies of 
a book which is now scarce, perhaps because the 
gieatei part of the impression passed at once fiom 
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CH. TV. the publisher to the pastrycook.^ The pecuniary 
isss- results have not been recorded, but there is little 
doubt that the Fleming’s fears were justified rather 
than the hopes of the malicious companions, whom 
he called, in his vexation, “ those windy Spaniards.” 

During the six harassed and sickly years which 
preceded the Emperor’s abdication. Van Male was 
his constant attendant, and usually slept in an ad¬ 
joining room, to be ever within call. Many a sleep¬ 
less night Charles beguiled by hearing the poor 
scholar read the Vulgate, and illustrate it by cita¬ 
tions from Josephus or other writers; and sometimes 
they sang psalms together, a devotional cxeicise of 
which the Empeior was very fond He had com¬ 
posed certain prayers for his own use, which he now 
Puts Em- required Van Male to put into Latin, and othciwuso 
p?aylre ' corTcct and arrange. The work was so well executed 

into Latin. ^ i i i 

I that Charles several times spoke, m tlic lieaiing oi 
some of the other com tiers, of the com foil he had 
i found in praying in Van Male’s terse and (di'gant 
I Latinity instead of his own lambhng French This 
praise from the master pioduced the usual envy 
among the servants, the chaplains, especially, neie 
indignant that a layman should have thus poached 
upon their peculiar ground and be praised foi it, 

I 

^ [III a later note, the author has athled ] This is haitllv f.iir '1 ho 
poem IS line, mid the tiiUi&Ulioii hcttci than the oiij^unal 
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and they assailed him with all kinds of coarse jests, 
and saluted him by a Greek name signifying pray¬ 
ing-master. They did not, however, undermine his 
credit; the Emperor treated him with undiminished 
confidence; he alone was present when the doctors 
Vesalius and Baersdorp were wrangling over the 
symptoms and diseases of his master’s shattered 
frame; and, as he watched through the long winter 
nights by the imperial couch, he was admitted to a 
nearer view than any other man had ever attained 
of the history and the workings of that ardent, 
reserved, and commanding mind. “ I was struck 

CH. IV, 

1556. 

} 


dumb,” he wrote to his friend, De Praet, after one i 
of these mysterious confidences, “and I even now i 
tremble at the recollection of the things which he 
told me.” 

The small collection of letters to De Praet ^ con- Hwiottoi». 
tain neaily all that is known of the life of Van 
Male These letteis were written for the most part 
111 1550, 1551, and 1552, sometimes by the Em- 
poior’s bedside, and often long aftei midnight, when 
his tossings had subsided into slumber. Lively 
and agiceable as letters, they aie invaluable for tlie 


^ Lclt}C 6 la vie %vitncaic dc VEinpci eur Charles Qmnt^ ecnteb 
pai (liiilUumo Viin M.ilo, imblu'e-a par Ic Baion de lieillbnhei'', Svo, 
1843 M ILedleiibeig lias fallen into an ciioi m siippo&ing 
(|) x\ui ) that Vail Male ioLilhI tioiu the Kmpeioi’s seiMCC at the time 
ot the abdication 
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cn. rv glimpses they afford of the everyday life of Charles. 
isseT In them we can look at the hero of the sixteenth 
century with the eyes of his valet. We can see him 
in his various moods—^now well and cheerful, now 
bilious and peevish; ever suffering from his fatal 
love of eating {edadtas damnosa), yet never able 
to restrain it; rebelling against the prudent rules of 
Baersdorp and the great Vesalius, and appealing to 
one Gaballo {Gahall'us, by Van Male called onagrus 
rmgnus), a Spanish quack, whoso dietary was what- ] 
ever his patient liked to eat and drink; calling for 
his iced beer before daybreak, and then repenting ^ 
at the warnings of Van Male and the dyscntoiy, 

1 now listening to the book of Esdias, oi ciiticising 
the wars of the Maccabees, and now laughing heaitily 
at a filthy saying of the Turkish envoy, gioaning 
in his bed, in a complication of pains and disoulors ; 
or mounting his favourite genet, matchless in sliajie 
and blood, to review liis artilleiy in tin' vah> of the 
Moselle 

Ills books. In spite of his busy life, Van Male found lime foi 
his beloved books, and Do Piact lieing also a hooh- 
collector, the Icttcis addressed to him aie full of 
notices of borrowings and lendings, hayings and v\- 
changings, of favouiito authois, generally tin't lassies 
At the memorable flight fiom Innsjnuck, when the 
Emperor in his litter was smuggled by toiehlight 
through the passes into Carmthia, the lihiaiy of 
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Van Male fell, with the rest of the imperial booty, oh rv. 
into the hands of the pikemen of Duke Maurice. ^sss- 
“ Ah,” says he, “ with how many tears and lamenta- ^“oks. 
tions haye I wailed the funeral wail of my library! ” 

When the Emperor’s great army lay before Metz, 
sanguine of success and plunder, the afflicted scholar 
prepared for his revenge, and engaged some Spanish 
veterans, masters in the art of phlage, to assist him 
in securing the cream of the literary spoil. “Non 
ultra metas” however, was the new reading which 
the gallantry of Guise enabled the wits of Metz to 
offer of the famous “ Plus ultra ” of Austria; and * 

Van Male was balked of the hours of delicious ' 
rapine to which he looked forward amongst the 
cabinets of the curious. 

But if he were willing on an occasion to make 
free with other men’s book-shelves, he was also 
willing that other men should make free with the 
produce of his own brains. The Emperor having 
read Paolo Giovio’s account of his expedition to 
Tunis, was desirous that certain errors should be 
corrected. Van Male was therefoie desued to under¬ 
take the task, and he commenced it, so new was 
the art of reviewing, by leadmg the work four times 
through. Ho then drew up, with the assistance of 
hints from the Emperor, a long letter to the author, 
in a style soft and courtly as the Bishop’s own, 
which was signed and sent by Luis de Avila, \\ lio, 

VOL. V. H 
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. IV. glimpses they afford of the everyday life of Charles. 

356- In them we can look at the hero of the sixteenth 
century with the eyes of his valet. We can see him 
in his various moods—now well and cheerful, now 
bilious and peevish; ever suffering from his fatal 
love of eating {edacitas damnosa), yet never able 
to restrain it; rebelling against the prudent rules of 
Baersdorp and the great Vesalius, and appealing to 
one Caballo {Oaballus, by Van Male called onagrus 
rmgnus), a Spanish quack, whose dietary was what¬ 
ever his patient liked to eat and drink: calling for 
his iced beer before daybreak, and then repenting 
I at the warnings of Van Male and the dysentery; 
now listening to the book of Esdras, or criticising 
the wars of the Maccabees, and now laughing heartily 
at a filthy saying of the Turkish envoy; groaning 
in his bed, in a complication of pains and disorders ; 
or mounting his favourite genet, matchless in shape 
and blood, to review his artillery in the vale of the 
Moselle. 

books. In spite of his busy life, Van Male found time for 
his beloved books, and De Praet being also a book- 
collector, the letters addressed to him arc full of 
notices of borrowings and lendings, buyings and cx- 
changings, of favourite authors, generally the classics. 
At the memorable flight from Innspruck, when the 
Emperor in his litter was smuggled by torchlight 
through the passes into Carinthia, the libiaiy of 
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Van Male fell, with the rest of the imperial booty, 
into the hands of the pikemen of Duke Maurice. 

“ Ah,” says he, “ with how many tears and lamenta¬ 
tions have I wailed the funeral wail of my library! ” 
When the Emperor’s great army lay before Metz, 
sanguine of success and plunder, the afldicted scholar 
prepared for his revenge, and engaged some Spanish 
veterans, masters in the art of pillage, to assist him 
in securing the cream of the literary spoil. “ Non | 
ultra metas” however, was the new reading which ' 
1 the gallantry of Guise enabled the wits of Metz to 
offer of the famous “ Plus ultra ” of Austria; and i 
Van Male was balked of the hours of delicious ' 
rapine to which he looked forward amongst the 
cabinets of the curious. 

But if he were willing on an occasion to make 
free with other men’s book-shelves, he was also 
willing that other men should make free with the 
produce of his own brains. The Emperor having 
lead Paolo Giovio’s account of his expedition to 
Tunis, was desirous that certain eirors should be 
corrected. Van Male was therefore desired to under¬ 
take the task, and he commenced it, so new was 
the art of reviewing, by reading the work four times 
through. He then drew up, with the assistance of 
hints from the Emperor, a long letter to the author, 
in a style soft and courtly as the Bishop’s own, 
which was signed and sent by Luis de Avila, nlio, 
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OH. IV, having served m the war, was judged more eligible 
1SS6- as the ostensible critic. 

Under the pressure of duties at the desk and in 
the dressmg-room, the health of Van Male gave ' 
way, and he was sometimes little less a valetudi¬ 
narian than the great man to whom he administered 
1““^® Maccabees, physic, or iced beer. He had seized the 
opportunity of a short absence on sick-leave to 
crown a long attachment by marriage; and some 
time before his master’s abdication, he had applied 
for a place in the treasury of the Netherlands, under 
his friend, De Praet. The Emperor, on hearing of 
his entrance into the wedded state, expressed the 
warmest approbation of the step, and interest in i 
his welfare. “You will hardly believe,” wrote the 
simple-minded good man, “with what approval Cse&ar 
received my communication, and how when we weie 
alone, not once, but several times, he laid me down 
rules for my future guidance, exhorting me to 
frugality, paisimony, and other virtues of domestic 
' life.” His Majesty, however, gave him nothing but 
good advice, unwilling, perhaps, to diminish the 
value of his precepts by lessening the necessity 
of practising them. Getting no place, theieforc. 
Van Male was forced, with his dear Ilippolyta and 
her babes, to encounter the Bay of Biscay, and the 
mountain roads of Spain. 

The Emperor, indeed, could not do without him. 
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Peevish, with gout, and wearied by the delays at 
Yuste, and the discontent among his people, he one 
day scolded him so harshly fox being out of the way 
when he called, that Van Male tendered his resig¬ 
nation, which was accepted. But, ere a week had 
elapsed, both parties had cooled down; and the 
Spanish secretary remarked that William had not 
only been forgiven, but was as much in favour as 
before. His temper must have been excellent, for he 
contrived to be a favourite with his master without 
being the detestation of his Castilian feUow-servants. 

The doctor of the court was a young Fleming, 
f named Hemry Mathys, or, in the Spanish form, Mathys, 
Mathisio. He had not held the appointment long, 
and there being much sickness at Xarandilla, it 
was thought advisable to summon to his aid Dr. or Gio. 
Giovanni Antonio Mole, from Milan. Another tomoMoie, 
Mathys, Cornelius Henry, or, as he was generally 
called, Doctor Cornelio, who had long been phy- Matbys 
sician to the Queen of Hungary, was also sent for 
to VaUadohd. They remained, however, only a few 
weeks in attendance, and Heniy Mathys was again 
left in sole charge of the health of the Emperor and 
his people He appears to have discharged his 
functions creditably, and with the pen, at least, he 
was indefatigable, for every variation in the imperial 
symptoms, and every pill and potion with which he 
endeavoured to neutralise the slow poisons daily 
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served up by the cook, he duly chronicled in Latin 
despatches, usually addressed to the King, and 
written with singular dulness and prolixity. 

Giovanni, or, as he was familiarly called, Juanelo, 
Torriano, was a native of Cremona, who had attained 
considerable fame as a mechanician, and in that 
capacity had been introduced into the Emperor’s 
service many years before, by the celebrated Alonso 
de Avalos, Marquess del Vasto. A curious old clock, 
made in 1402, by Zelandin, for Giovanni Galeazzo 
Visconti, was brought from Paris as a present to 
Charles at his coronation, in 1530, at Bologna. 
Being much out of repair, it was put into the hands 
of Torriano, who so skilfully restored it, or rather 
made a new clock with the help of its materials, 
that the Emperor took him with him to Spain.^ 
He had now brought him to Estremadura to take 
care of his clocks and watches, and to construct these 
and other pieces of mechanism for the amusement 
of his leisure houis. 

Besides the envoys and other official people whom 
state affairs called to Xarandilla, there were several 
ancient servants of the Emperor who came thither 
to tender the homage of their loyalty One of these 


I 


^ Falconnet, dc VAcademic, 4I0, Tcui^, 1753, vol xx p 440. 

He quotes as liis authonty Hemaid. Saccus, De liahcaium icrum 
varutate, 4to, Papi®, 1565, Lxb vii. c, 17; and ho calls U'oinauo, Joannes 
Jaiiellus. 
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deserves especial notice for the place he holds in ^ cn. rv. 
the history, not only of Spain, but of the religious ^sss- 
struggles of the sixteenth century—Francisco Borja, 

Francisco 

who, a few years before, had exchanged his dukedom s.j. 
of Gandia for the robe of the Order of Jesus, In his 
brilliant youth this remarkable man had been the 
star and pride of the nobility of Spain. He was the 
heir of a great and wealthy house—a branch of the 
royal line of Aragon—which had already given two 
pontiffs to Eome, and to history several personages 
remarkable for the brightness of their virtues and 
the blackness of their crimes. “The'imiverse,” cried 

I 

a poet, some ages later, in a frenzy of panegyric,^ 

“is full of Borja; theie are Borjas famous by sea, 

Borjas gi’eat by land, Boijas enthroned in heaven; ” 
and he might have added, with equal truth, that in 
the lower regions also, the house of Borja was fairly 
represented. Francisco was distinguished no less by 
the favoui of the Emperor than by the splendour 
of his biith, the giaces of his person, and the endow¬ 
ments of his mind. Bom to be a courtier and a 
soldier, he was also an accomplished scholai and 
no inconsiderable statesman He broke horses and 
trained hawks as well as the most expert master 
of the manege and the mews; he composed masses 

1 Epitome de la Eloqucncia Espanola, par D Fianci'sco Josef Aiti^a, 
i2ino, Huesca, 1692 See dediCcition to the Duke of Gandia, bj Fi 
Man Artiga, the authoi’s son. 
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which long kept their place in the choirs of Spain; 
he was weE versed in polite learning, and deeply 
read in the mathematics; he wrote Latin and 
Castilian, as his works still testify, with ease and 
grace; he served in Africa and Italy with distinc¬ 
tion ; and as Viceroy of Catalonia, he displayed 
abilities for administration which in a few years 
might have placed him high amongst the Mendozas 
and De Lannoys. The pleasures and honours of 
the world, however, seemed from the first to have 
but slender attraction for the man so rarely fitted 
to obtain them. In the midst of life and its 
triumphs, his thoughts perpetually turned upon 
death and its mysteries. Ever punctilious in the 
performance of his religious duties, he early began to 
I delight in spiritual contemplation and to discipline 
I his mind by self-imposed penance. Even in his 
favourite sport of falconry he found occasion for self- 
punishment, by resolutely fixing his eyes on the 
ground at the moment when he knew that his best 
hawk was about to stoop upon the heron. These 
tendencies were confirmed by an accident which 
followed the death of the Empress Isabella. As her 
master of the hoise, it was Boija’s duty to attend 
the body from Toledo to the chapel-royal of Granada, 
and to make oath to its identity ere it was laid in 
the grave. But when the coffin was opened and the 
cerements drawn aside, the progress of decay was 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


found to liave been so rapid that the mild and lovely I cs. rv. 
face of Isabella could no longer be recognised by 
the most trusted and the most faithful of her servants. 

His conscience would not allow him to swear that 
the mass of corruption thus disclosed was the remains 1 
of his royal mistress, but only that, having watched ' 
day and night beside it, he felt convinced that it 
could be no other than the form which he had seen 
enshrouded at Toledo. From that moment, in the 
twenty-ninth year of his prosperous life, he resolved 
to spend what remained to him of time in earnest 
preparation for eternity. A few years later, the j 
|l death of his beautiful and excellent wife strengthened ' 

I his purpose, by snapping the dearest lie which bound 
him to the woild Having erected a Jesuits’ college 
at Gandia, their fbfst establishment of that kind 
in Europe, and having mairied his eldest son and 
his two daughters, he put his affairs in order, and 
retired into the young and still struggling society of 
Ignatius Loyola In the year 1548, the thirty-eighth 
of his age, he obtained the Emperoi’s leave to make 
his son fifth Duke of Gandia, and he himself became 
Father Francis of the company of Jesus 

He was admitted to the company, and leceived 
ecclesiastical tonsure at Rome, from whence, to 
escape a cardinal’s hat, he soon letiuiied to Spam, 
and retired to a severe course of theological study, 
in a hermitage near Loyola, the Mecca of the Jesuits. 
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OH. iv. Plenary indulgence having been conceded by the 
iss6- Pope to all who should hear his first mass, he per¬ 
formed that rite, and preached his first sermon, in 
the presence of a vast concourse in the open air, 
at Vergara. As Provincial of Aragon and Andalusia, 
he afterwards laboured as a preacher and teacher in 
many of the cities of Spain; he had procured and 
superintended the foundation of colleges at AlcaJd, 
and Seville ; and he was now engaged in instituting 
and organising another at Plasencia. 

In the world, Borja had been the favourite and 
trusted friend of most of his royal cousins of Austria 
' and Avis. When he had joined the Society of Jesus, 

; the Infant Don Luis of Portugal for some time 
I entertained the design of assuming the same robe; 

1 and when the Queen Juana lay dying at Tordesillas, 
it was Father Boija who was sent by the Princcss- 
Eegent to administer the last consolations of religion, 
and who began to acquire a reputation for miia- 
culous powers, because the crazy old woman gave 
some feeble sign of returning reason, as she came 
face to face with death. Charles himself seems to 
have regarded him with affection as strong as his 
cold nature was capable of feeling It can have 
been with no ordinal y interest that he watched the 
cai’eer of the man Avhom alone he had chosen to 
make the confidant of his intended abdication, and 
who had unexpectedly forestalled him in the execu- 


1 
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tion of the scheme. They were now in circum¬ 
stances similar, yet different. Both had voluntarily 
descended from the eminence of their hereditary 
fortunes. Broken in health and spirits, the Emperor 
was on his way to Yuste, to spend the evening of 
his days in repose. The Duke, on the other hand, in 
the full vigour of his age, had entered the humblest 
of rehgious orders, to begin a new life of the most 
strenuous toil In Spain, many a stout soldier died 
a monk; his own ancestor, the Infant Don Pedro of 
Aragon, had closed a life of camps and councils, in 
telling his beads amongst the Capuchins of Bar¬ 
celona.^ But it was reserved for Borja to leave the 
high road of ambition, in life’s bright noon, for a 
thorny path, in which the severest asceticism was 
united with the closest official drudgery, and in 
which there was no rest but the giave. 

Having learned from the Count of Oropesa that 
the Empeior had been fiequently inquiring about 
him, Eather Francis the Sinner, for so Boija 
called himself, ariived at Xarandilla on the 17th 
Decembei. Ho was attended by two biotheis of the 
order. Father Marcos, and Father Baitolomd Busta- 


Borja Visits 
Xai and ilia 
17th Dec 


mente The latter, an aged priest, \\ho had been 
secretaiy to Caidmal Taveia, Mas known to fame as 
a scholar and as architect of the noble hospital of 


^ Owxiio., AnaUs dc Aiagon.mv 1358,11!) ix c 18 
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St. John Baptist, at Toledo, a structure on which 

1556- 

the Cardinal-Archbishop had so lavished his wealth. 


that his enemies said it would certainly procure him 


and Bustamente warm places in purgatory.^ The 


Emperor received Borja with a cordiality which was 

i 

more foreign to liis nature than his habits, but which, j 


on this occasion, was probably sincere. Both he 
and his Jesuit guest had withdrawn from the pomps 
and vanities of life; but custom being stronger than 
reason or faith, their greeting was as ceremonious j 
as if it had been exchanged beneath the canopy of j 
estate at Augsburg or Valladolid Not only did the ! 
priest, lapsing into the ways of the grandee, kneel to 
kiss the hand of the prince, but he even insisted 
! on remaining upon his knees during the interview. 

Charles, who addressed him as duke, finally com- 
1 peUed him to assume a less humble altitude, only by 
, refusing to converse with him until he should have 
taken a chair and put on his hat * 



^ Salazar de Mendo9a, Chr 6 nica del Caid. Juan de TaverUt 4to, 
Toledo, 1603, p 310 

- In this portion of my nariative, I have followed Ribadcnciia and 
Nierenibcig {Vida de F Borja, 4to, Madiid, 1592, ]> 93, <iiid fol 
Madrid, 1644, p 13/j), who liave, howcvei, fallen into an ciioi, vliieh tlK' 
MS of Gonzalez enables nio to coiiect Both say tliat Boija lust visited 
the retiiedEnipeioi at Yustc, and Nieicinber^ asseits that lie came fimn 
' Alcald de Henares, whcieas lie came from Plasencia, and paid his visit 
at Xaiandilla Gonzalez <lisbelievcs then account of the Empeior’s 
1 desue to seduce Boija fioin the company, and of wliat jui'-scd at the 
interview, but assigns no leasoii for his disbelief Tlie conversation, as 
repoited by Ribadeiitiia, appeals veiy piobable, and his re])ort is so 
circumstantial, that we may well suppose it to ha^e been diawn up 
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Borja had been warned, by the Princess-Regent, say 
the Jesuits, that the Emperor intended to iirge him 
to pass from the company to the Order of St. Jerome. 
He therefore anticipated his design, by asking leave 
to give an account of his life since he had made 
religious profession, and of the reasons which had 
decided his choice of a habit, “ of which matters,” , 
said he, “ I will speak to your Majesty as I would 
speak to my Maker, who knows that all I am 
going to say is true,” Leave being granted, he told, ' 
at great length, how, having resolved to enter a 
monastic order, he had prayed and caused many ■ 
masses to be said for God’s guidance in making his 
election; how, at first, he inclined to the rule of 
St. Erancis, but found that whenever his thoughts 
went in that direction, he was seized with an un¬ 
accountable melancholy how he turned his eyes to 
the other orders, one after another, and always with 
the same gloomy result; how, on the contiary, when, 
last of all, he thought of the company of Jesus, the 
Lord had filled his soul with peace and joy . how it 
frequently happened, in the great ordeis, that monks 

eitherfiom Boija’b o^^n recitiil, 01 fioni notes fouiul aiMO!i;:st lii-s papers 
In the letteis of Qiuxada, in the Gonzalez :M)S , ^\c are told that Borja 
Avas admitted to long audiences ot the Eiiipeioi on the 17th, 2ivt, and 
22iid December, and Ave may coiijectuie that he hke\ i^e --aAN liini tni 
tlie iStli, igtli, and 20th, days 011 A\hicli the mayordonio did not haiipen 
to be Aviiting to the secietaiy of state Quivada throws no light A\liat- 
evei on the subject of then conveisationb, and tUciefoie no dibucdit 011 
llihaiieneiia’b statement 
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OH IV, arrived at higher honour in this life than if they had 

1SS6. remained in the world, a risk which he desired by 

all means to avoid, and which hardly existed in a 
recent and humble fraternity, still in that furnace of 
trial through which the others had long ago passed : 
how the company, embracing in its scheme an active 
as well as a contemplative life, provided for the 
spiritual welfare of men of the most opposite char¬ 
acters, and of each man in the various stages of his 
intellectual being; and lastly, how he had submitted 
these reasons to several grave and holy fathers of 
the other orders, and had received their approval and 
their blessing, ere he took the vows which had now 
for ten years been the hope and the consolation of 
his life. 

Emperor’s ' The Empcror listened to this long narrative with 

opinion I ^ 

attention, and expressed his satisfaction at healing 
his friend’s history from his own lips, “ Foi,” said 
he, “ I felt great surprise when I received at Augs¬ 
burg your letters fiom Rome, notifying the choice 
which you had made of a religious brotherhood. 
And I still think that a man of your weight ought 
to have entered an order which had been approved 
by age, rather than this new society, in which no 
white hairs aie found, and which besides, in some 
quarters, bears but an indifferent reputation.” To 
this Borja replied, that in all institutions, even in 
Christianity itself, the puiest piety and the noblest 
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zeal were to be looked for near tbe source; that had oh- iv - 
he known of any evil in the company, he would ^sss 
never have joined, or would already have left it; 
and that in respect of white hairs, though it was 
hard to expect that the children should be old while 
the parent was still young, even these were not; 
wanting, as might be seen in his companion, the j 
Father Bustamente. That ecclesiastic, who had ^ Susta- 

I lElBlltB* 

begun his novitiate at the ripe age of sixty, was [ 
accordingly called into the presence. The Emperor 
at once recognised him as a priest who had been • 
sent to his court at Naples, soon after the campaign 
of Tunis, charged with an important mission by 
Cardinal Tavera, primate and governor of Spain. ' 

Three hours of discourse with these able, earnest, umussion 

Of tOB 

and practised champions of Jesuitism had some 
effect even upon a mind so slow to be convinced 
as that of Charles He hated innovation with the 
hatred of a king, a devotee, and an old man; and 
having fought for forty years a losing battle with 
the terrible monk of Saxony, he looked with sus¬ 
picion even upon the gieat orthodox movement led 
by the soldier of Guipuzcoa. The infant company, 
although, or perhaps because, in favour at the 
Vatican, had gained no footing at the imperial 
couit; and as its fame grew, the prelates around the 
throne, sons or friends of the ancient orders, were 
more likely to remind their master how its general 
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1 

had once been admonished by the Holy Office of 
Toledo, than to dwell on his piety and eloquence, 
or the splendid success of his missions in the east. 
In Bobadilla, one of the first followers of Loyola, 
the Emperor had seen something of the fi.ery zeal 
of the new society; he had admired him on the field 
of Muhlberg, severely wounded, yet persisting in 
carrying temporal and spiritual aid to the wounded 
and dying; but on the publication of the unfor¬ 
tunate Interim, meant to soothe, but active only 
to inflame the hate of Catholics and reformers, he | 
had been compelled to banish this same good 
Samaritan from the empire for his virulent attacks 
upon the new decree.^ This unexpected opposition 
strengthened Charles’s natural dislike to the com- 


pany; and he afterwards rewarded with a colonial 
I mitre the blustering Dominican Cano, who an¬ 
nounced from the pulpits of Castile the stiangc 
I tidings that the Jesuits were the precursors of 
Antichrist foretold in the Apocalypse Ilis new 
confessor, Fiay Juan do Regia, with monkish sub¬ 
serviency and rancour, espoused the same cause, 
and openly spoke of the company as an apt instru¬ 
ment of Satan or the Great Turk ^ Latterly, how¬ 
ever, the vehement old Pope, having frowned on the 


^ Niercmbeig, Vidas de Tg Loyola y oiroi liijos do la Compama^ fol 
Madnd, 1645, pp 649-50 
“ Nicremberg, Vida Borja, p. 173. 
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order as a thing of Spain and perdition, may perhaps 
have prepared his imperial rival to view it with a 
more favourable eye. His prejudices, in fact, at last 
yielded to the earnest and temperate reasonings of 
his ancient servant and brother in arms; and his 
feelings towards the Jesuits leaned from that time 
to approval and friendly regard. | 

The talk of the Emperor and his guest sometimes 
reverted to old days. “Do you remember,” said* 
Charles, “how I told you, in 1542, at Mongon, 
during the holding of the Cortes of Aragon, of my' 
intention of abdicating the throne ? I spoke of it ^ 
to but one person besides.” The Jesuit rephed that 
he had kept the secret truly, but that now he hoped 
he might mention the mark of confidence with which 
he had been honoured. “Yes,” said Charles; “now 
that the thing is done, you may say what you will.” 

Aftci a visit of five days at Xaiandilla, Borja took 
his leave, and leturned to Plasencia. The Emperor 
appears usually to have given him audience alone, 
for no part of their conversations was reported either 
by the secretary or by the mayordomo. Nor is any 
notice taken of Borja in their correspondence, 
beyond the bare mention of his airival and depar¬ 
ture, and of the Emperor’s remark, that “ the Duke 
was much changed since he first knew him as 
Marquess of Lombay.” 

Of the Emperor’s few intimate friends, it happened 
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OS. ry that one other, Don Luis de Avila y Zuniga, was 

iss6- now his neighbour in Estremadura. This shrewd 

da’lS politician, lively writer, and crafty courtier, a very 
different personage from Father Francis the Sinner, 
was no less welcome at Xarandilla. He was one 
of the most distinguished of that remarkable band 
of soldier-statesmen who shed a lustre round the 
throne of the Spanish Emperor and maintained 
the honour of the Spanish name for the greater 
part of the sixteenth century. At the Holy See, 1 
under Pius IV. and Paul IV., he had twice repre- | 
sented his master, and had attempted to urge on the 
lagging deliberations of the Council of Trent; he 
had served with credit at Tunis; and he commanded 
the imperial cavalry during the campaigns of 1546 
I and 1547 ill Germany, and at the siege of Metz 
^ These services obtained for him the post of chambei- 
I lain, and the Emperor’s full confidence; and he was 
also made Grand Commander, or chief member after 
the sovereign, of the Order of Alcdntaia. With these 
I honouis, and six skulls of the virgins of Cologne, 
presented to him by the grateful Elector, he rctiuned 
to Plasencia, to shaic the honouis with the wealthy 
heiress of Fadrique do Zuniga, Marquess of Miiabel, 
and to place the skulls in the rich Zuniga chapel 
in the church of San Vicente.^ It is as a man of 


* ■A.. F. Fernandez, Histona de Plasencta, fol, Madiid, 1627, p 113 
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letters that the Grand Commander of Alcdntara, pros- | oh iv. 
perous soldier and courtier though he was, holds a , 
place amongst the historical personages of his age. 1 
He had been correspondent of Bernardo Tasso, and t 
was one of the fiiends who, at Ghent, urged him to | 
write a poem on the story of Amadis of Gaul, and j 
persuaded him to employ for the purpose the ottava j 
rima of Ariosto instead of the versi smoUi which he 

J 

himself proposed to use.^ He was now living in I 
laurelled and lettered ease in the fine palace of the 
Mirabels, which is still one of the chief architectural 
ornaments of King Alonso’s pleasant city. 

Avila’s literary tastes and acquirements had been 
acknowledged fifteen years before by the learned 
Florian de Ocampo, who had selected him from the 
herd of Castilian nobles, to honour him with the 
dedication of the first four parts of his edition of the 
Chronicle of Spain.^ This compliment was after- hu Com- 
wards justified by the publication of Avilas own 
commcntaiies on the war of the Empeior with the Cfermaiiy 
Protestants of Germanj', a work by which he earned 

^ Le Lcttere di M Beinaido lasi^o con lo uta delVAutoi sciitta 
del Sig Anton Fedengo Hegluizzi, 2 ^oK 8\o, Pado\a, 1733, 1 xmi , and 
168 and 198 Letter 99 of vol 1, pp 199-202, is addressed to D Luis, 
in winch B Tasso defend-* lus onmi Mew of the snpeiionty of the heioic 
measuie over the eight-lined stanza VAmadtqi '^^a'5 prmttd at Venice 
111 1560, 4to, by (jr Gioleto, and 111 1583, 4to, by Fabio and Ag Zoppien 
^ Los quatropattes entaas de la aontca de Espunai que mando com- 
poner el Ser Bey Don Alonso llamado cl Sahio^ ful , Zamora, 1541 See 
Southey’s Chronicle of the Cid^ 4to, London, 1S08, p \ 

VOL V 
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OH. IV. a high rank amongst the historians of his time. His 
Castilian was pure and idiomatic; and his style, for 
clearness and rapidity, was compared by his admirers 
to that of Caesar. The “Deeds of the Emperor, 
composed by Don Luis de Avila,” figure amongst 
the books burnt by the priest and barber in Don 
Quixote’s back-yard; “ but perhaps,” adds Cervantes, 
“had the priest seen them they might not have 
received so horrible a sentence; ” and one commen¬ 
tator at least considers that some other book must 
have been in the author’s mind, when he consigned 
them to the flames.^ Besides these literary merits, | 
I the book, from the intimate relation existing between |' 
‘ the author and the chief actor in the story, was in- ' 
vested with something of an official authority It was 
accepted as a record, not merely of what the green- 
cross knight had seen, but of what the Catholic Em¬ 
peror wished to be believed. At this time, therefore, it 
had aheady passed through several editions,^ and had 
been tianslatcd into Latin," Flemish,^ and English,® 

^ Don QuixotCj Part I, cliaj) vii Pelliccr thinks the book nicaut was 
the Carlo Famoso of Don Luis (^apata, and gives plansililc reasons in a 
long note See also infia, p 382, and nofe 
® It appealed, says Nic Antonio, hrst 111 Spam (witliout mentioning 
any town) in 1546, and again m 1547 
3 By Van Male Sec supra, p 107 
* In 8vo (Steels), Antweip, 1550 

® The Commentanes of Don Lewes de Avila and Suinga, great Master 
of Acanteij which trcaicth of the great wais in Germanie, made htf 
Charles the Fifth, max%me Emperoure of Rome, &c Sni 8\ o, London, 
*555 (black lettei) The tranblator was John Wilkinson 
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into Italian ^ by the author himsftif, and twice | 
into French, at Antwerp^ and at Paris.® In Ger- i 
many it had created a great sensation; the Duke j 
of Bavaria and the Count-Palatine were enraged | 
beyond measure at the free handling displayed in I 
their portraits by this Spanish master; the Diet ' 
of Passau presented a formal remonstrance to the I 
Emperor against the libels of his chamberlain; and j 
Albert, Margrave of Brandenburg, who, by chang¬ 
ing sides during the war, had peculiarly exposed 
himself to castigation, proposed that the author 
should maintain the credit of his pen by the prowess ■ 
of his sword.* The Emperor, however, who approved j 

I 

1 In i2mo, Venice, 1549. ' 

- By Mat Vaulchiei, 8vo, 1550 

^ Coiniuentaii e du Seigneur D Loys Avila et de ffuniga, continant 
la gueiTe dAllemagne, faide par VEmpereur Ckailes V annees 
1547 et 1548, mi3 d’Espaiguol en francois par G Boilleau de Bullion, 
Commissaiie et contrerolleur de Cambiay, Pans, 1550 Catalogue Potieif 
Pans, 1864,111 paitie, Hisfoirc, No 4741, pp 179-So 
^ R Ascliam, Ducoiuse of Gcimany and the Eui'peio) Chailes his 
Court 4to, London (black lettei), N D fol 14 In a letter to the 
Emperor, winch m»is printed, Albert of Biaiidenbuig complained that “he 
himself and othei piinces Mhich in the former nai again'st the Pro¬ 
testants, foi his (the Emperoi’s) pieseivatiou and digmt\, put in gieat 
hazaid their lives and good«, have received a goodly lecoinpen^e in that 
book which Lms de AviJa set forth of matteiss done m the same war, a 
naughty and lying fellow, whiUt he speaketh of all Germany «-o c<ildl>, 
so disdainfully and stiangely, as though it weie some barbarous nr vile 
nation whose oiigiiial w^eie scarcely known ” Chronicle of Our liinc^ 
called Sleidaris Commentanes^ tianslatcd out of Latin into English by 
Jhon Daus, fo , London, 1560, fo ccc^ciii [Les Oeiies de Jean bleidan, 

2 tomes 8vo, mdxcvii (Imp de Jacob Steer) XXVI Livrts dc VEdut de 
la Religion et Rcpuhhqne tant cn Aleniagnc qiien plasters antres jifujt* 
sous VEmpereur Charles Vy livre 24’"% tom 1 p 420] 
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CH. IV. the history and loved the historian, interposed to 
iss 6 soothe the Electors, cajole the Diet, and forbid the 
duel; and a Duke of Brunswick, some years after, 
did the obnoxious volume the honour of translating 
it into German. Pleased with his success, the 
author was probably employing his leisure at Pla- 
sencia in composing those commentaries on the war 
in Africa which, though perused and praised by 
Sepulveda, have not yet been given to the press. 

Visits His first visit to the Emperor was paid on the 

aistJan. gist Januavy 1557. He spent the night at Xaran¬ 
dilla, and returned home next day. Some weeks l 
I before, on the 6th December, his father-in-law, the , 
! Marquess of Mirabel, had likewise been graciously 

I Aioh- [ received. Early in January, the Archbishop of 

bibbop of I 

Toledo and | Tolcdo and the Bishop of Plasencia sent excuses 
I for not paying their respects, both prelates plead¬ 
ing the infirm state of their health The Primate 
was the Cardinal Juan Martinez Siliceo, to whom, 
eleven years before, the Emperor had given that 
splendid mitre, not quite in accordance, it was 
said, with his own wish, but at the request of Ins 
son Philip, whose tutor the fortunate cardinal had 

the been. The Bishop of Plasencia was Don Gutierie 

Jbshop of 

I’lasenoin de Carvajal, a magnificent prelate, who shared the 
Emperor’s tastes and gout lie w'as the buildci of 
the fine Gothic chapel attached to the church of St 
Andrew at Madrid, and his coat of arms, or, with 




bend sable, commemorated on wall or portal his ch rsr. 
various architectural embellishments in all parts of 
his diocese.^ Charles received the excuses of both 
prelates with perfect good-humour, entreating them 
not to put themselves to any inconvenience on his 
account, and remarking to Quixada, that neither of 
them were persons much to his liking. 

Until the close of the year 1556, the Emperor Emperor’s 
had enjoyed what was for him remarkably good 
health and spirits. In the latter weeks of the year 
he had been able to devote two hours a day to his 
accounts, and to reckoning with Luis Quixada the i 
sums due to the servants whom he was about to 
discharge. When the weather was fine, he used to ^ 
go out with his fowling-piece, and even walked at 
a tolerably' brisk pace His chief annoyance was 
the state of his fingers, which were so much swollen 
and disabled by gout, that he remarked, on receiving 
from the Duchess of Eiias a present of a chased 
silver saucepan and a packet of perfumed gloves, 

“ If she sends gloves, she had better also send hands 
to wear them on.” But on the 27th and 28th Attack 

of gout 

December, he felt seveial twinges of gout in his 
knees and shoulders, and kept his bed for a week, 
lying in considerable pain, and wrapped in one of 


^ P. de Salazar, Chronica de el Caid D Juan dc Tavera^ 4to, Toledo, 
P 355 * A. Feinaudez, Histona de Plascncia, p 191 
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his eider-down robes, beneath a thick quilted cover¬ 
ing. For some days he was entirely deprived of the 
use of his right arm, and could neither raise a cup 
to his lips, nor wipe his mouth. Nevertheless his 
appetite continued keen; and he one day paid the 
wife of Quixada the compliment of committing an 
excess upon sausages and olives, which the good 
lady had sent to him from Villagarcia. As the 
attack subsided, he complained of a sore throat, 
which made it dilEcult for him to swallow, an in¬ 
convenience which the mayordomo did not much 
deplore, saying sententiously, “Shut your mouth, 
and the gout will get well.” ^ 

Barley-water, with yolks of eggs, formed his fre- '' 
quent refreshment in his illness, and his medicine 
I W'as given in the shape of pills and senna wine. 

This beverage was one which he had long used, 

1 and about the concoction of which very precise 
directions had been transmitted in the autumn, from 
Flanders, to the secretary of state. A quantity of 
the “best senna-leaves of Alexandiia” weie to be 
steeped, in a piopoition of about a pound to a 
gallon, 111 a jai of good light wine, for three or foui 
months , the liquor was then to be pouiod ofl' into 
a fresh jar; and after standing for a year it was fit 
for use. The white wine of Yepes was mentioned 
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as the best for the purpose; but the selection was 
left to the general of the Jeronymites, an order 
famous for its choice cellars. The Emperor asked 
likewise for manna, and there being none amongst 
the doctor’s stores, he ordered some to be procured 
from Naples, observing, at the same time, that no 
supply had been sent since his abdication—the 
single trivial incident and remark which lend sup¬ 
port to the common story that the change in his 
position had made a change in the attention with 
which he was treated. 

Loving good cheer himself, Charles knew that to 
provide good cheer was to take a straight and easy 
way to the good-wiU of other men, and especially of 
churchmen. At Christmas, therefore, he selected hb 

Christmas 

from his well-stored larder an ample and various present of 

^ gametoth< 

supply of game as a present to the Jeronymites of oonrent. 
Yuste. That festival happening to fall upon a 
Friday, he took the precaution of first asking the 
prior whether it was to be observed as a feast or a 
fast. Learning that the rule respecting meagi e-days 
admitted of no relaxation, he considerately withheld 
until Saturday the dainties for Sunday’s feast ^ 

On the 6th January, though still in bed, the Lorenzo 
Emperor was able to see Lorenzo Fires, the Poitu- 

^ M Bakhuizen van dea Bunk, La Itdiuitc dc. Charles Quud , 

Analyse d\m manuse^it Espagnol contemporaLn^ pai un ichyieuc de 
Vordie dc Juunie a Yuste, Svo, Bruxelles, 1850, p 24 
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CH. IV guese envoy, on the affairs of the Infanta; when he 
ISS7 also expressed his hearty approval of King John’s 
choice of the good Aleixo de Meneses as governor 
of their grandson, Don Sebastian.^ On the 7th he 
got up, complaining only at intervals of a heat in 
his legs, which were relieved by being bathed with 
vinegar and water. In spite of his omelettes of 
sardines, and the beer which no medical warnings 
conld induce him to forego, he was soon restored to 
his usual health. 

N^sfiom Despatches now came in from Italy, announcing 
the truce of forty days, which the Duke of Alba had 
made with the Pope and his nephew, after driving 
the Papal troops out of the town and citadel of 

Fmpproi’s Ostia. The Emperor was very angry that he had 

dmgubt 

not pushed on to Rome, and would not listen to the 
conditions of the truce, but kept muttering between 
his teeth his feais of the approach of the French 
fiom Piedmont. He aftciwaids wrote to the King, 
expressing the gieatcst displeasure at the conduct 
of Alba, who, he feared, had suffered himself to bo 
bribed by the concession of certain patronage en¬ 
joyed by the Pope in the Duke’s maiqucssate of 
Coria. The conditions of the truce despatched to 
Flanders by Alba, were not ratified by the King, and 
the war recommenced eaily in 1557. 


^ Monezes, Chiotnca, p 65 
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Some days later, on the 31st January, the'^Em- ch iv 
peror addressed a very earnest and anxious letter ^ss7. 
to the Princess-Regent on the alarming aspect of 
affairs both in Flanders and the Mediterranean, Hisannet? 

for safety 

urging her to use all dihgence in raising men and of oran. 
money to carry on the wars, and especially to provide 
for the defence of Oran, which was then threatened 
by the Moors. “If Oran be lost,” he wrote, “I 
hope I shall not be in Spain or the Indies, but in 
some place where I shall not hear of so great an 
affront to the King, and disaster to these realms.” 

On the 2nd February, he again entreated the 
Princess to keep a watchful eye on the frontiers of 
Navarre, and remarked that it was a pity the King ' 
should have ordered the Duke of Alburquerque to f 
England at a time when the piobable movements of 
the French forces rendered his presence of so much 
importance in that viceroyalty. In consequence of 
this remonstrance, the Duke was suffered to remain 
at Pamplona, to foil any attempts at violent resump¬ 
tion of the kingdom by the court of Pan 

Meanwhile, the long-delayed buildings at Yuste 
had almost arrived at a conclusion. Their slow 
progress had caused the Emperor repeated dis¬ 
appointments So far back as the i6th December 
he was so confident of being able to quit Xaian- 
dilla that the post was detained beyond the usual 
time, that the removal to the convent might be 
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OH IV. announced at Valladolid. His departure was still 
ISS7. further postponed by his illness; and the fathers of 
Yuste began to despair of his ever coining to them 
at all. On the 21st January, a remittance of money 
arriving from court, Quixada began to pay the ser¬ 
vants their wages; and on the 23rd, he went over 
to Yuste to make a final inspection, and to look 
for a house for himself in the village of Quacos. 
On the 25th, Monsieur d’Aubremont, one of the 
chamberlains, took his leave of the Emperor, who 
bade him farewell very graciously, and presented 
him with letters to the King, and set forth on his 
return to Elanders with his private train of twelve 
Servants ! servants. On the 26th, all claims against the privy 
and tike j puTse Were settled, and by the end of the month the 
I new household was definitely formed, on a reduced 
scale. The Emperor at fiist wished to discharge 
many more of his followers than Quixada thought 
could be dispensed with , and it was finally resolved 
to send back ninety-eight to Flanders free of cost, 
and to transfer about fifty-two to Yuste. The lieu¬ 
tenant and his halberdiers were dismissed, and also 
the alguazils, with the alcalde Durango, to whom 
the Emperor presented the horses for which he had 
no further use. Thirty mules were sent away to 
Valladolid; and eight mules, a one-eyed pony, two 
litters, and a hand-chair, were reserved for the 
reduced stable establishment of the Emperor. 
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All was ready at Xarandilla for departure on 
the 1st February. But at the last moment it was 
found that the friars, who had undertaken to lay in 
provisions for the fii-st day’s consumption at Yuste, 
had provided nothing at all. The business, there¬ 
fore, devolved on Quixada, and the removal was 
postponed for two days more. After dinner on the 
3rd, the Emperor received aU the servants who were 
going away, saymg a kind word to each as he was 
presented by the mayordomo. “ His Majesty,” wrote 
Quixada, “was in excellent health and spirits, 
which was more than could be said of the poor 
people whom he was dismissing.” All of them, he 
I said, had received letters of recommendation ; hut it 
was a sad sight, this breaking up of so old a com¬ 
pany of retainers; and he hoped the secretary of 
state would do what he could for those who went to 
Valladolid, not forgetting the others who remained 
111 Estremadura. At three o’clock the Emperor was 
placed in his litter, and the Count of Oropesa and 
the attendants mounted theii horses , the lieutenant 
put his pikemen in motion, and, crossing the leaf¬ 
less forest, in two hours the cavalcade halted at the 
gates of Yuste 

There the bells were iinging a peal of welcome, liecopton 
and the prior was waiting to receive liis imperial 
guest, who, on alighting, was placed 111 a chair and 
carried to the door of the chinch, Oiopcsa walking 
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at his right hand, and Quixada at his left. At the 
threshold he was met by the whole brotherhood in 
procession, chanting the Te Deum to the mnsic of 
the organ. The altars and the aisle were brilliantly 
lighted up with tapers, and decked with their richest 
frontals, hangings, and plate. Borne through the 
pomp to the steps of the high altar, Charles knelt 
down and returned thanks to God for the happy 
termination of his journey, and joined in the ves¬ 
per service of the feast of St. Bias. This ended, 
the prior stepped forward with a congratulatory 
speech, in which, to the scandal of the courtiers, 
he addressed the Emperor as “your paternity,” 
until some friar, with more presence of mind and 
etiquette, whispered that the proper style was 
“majesty.” The orator next presented his Jerony- 
mites to their new brother, each kissing his hand 
and receiving Ins fiaternal embrace. Some of the 
friars bestowed on his gouty fingers so cordial a 
squeeze, that the pain compelled him to withdraw 
his hand, and say, “ Piay don’t, father; it hurts 
me.” ^ During this ceremony the retiring retaineis, 
who had all of them attended their master to his 
journey’s close, stood round, expressing their sorrow 
by tears and lamentations. As their master entered 
the church, one of the Flemish women in the crowd 


^ Bakbiiizen van den Bunk, JRciraitcdc CliaiUs F, p 25 
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shrieked and swooned away. The forty halberdiers, 

CH IV. 

who had inarched beside his litter from Valladolid, 

1557. 

flung their pikes on the ground, as if to denote that 


their occupation was gone. Sounds of mourning 


weie heard, until late in the evening, round the 


gate. Meanwhile the Emperor, attended by Oropesa 


and conducted by the prior, made an inspection of 


the convent, and finally retired to sup in his new 


home, and enjoy the repose which had so long been 


the dream of his life. 

! 
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THE MONASTERY OP ST. JEROME OF YUSTE. 

Spanish Order of St. 
Jerome was an offshoot 


' from the great Italian 
Order of St. Francis of 
Assisi. St Bridget, a 
princess of Sweden, 
who, anticipating Queen 
Christina by three cen¬ 
times, had taken up hei 
abode at Rome, foretold that there would soon arise 
in Spam a society of recluses to tread in the foot¬ 
steps of the great doctor of Bethlehem The very 
next year, rn 1374, two hermits who had been living 
a Franciscan life in the mountains of Toledo, pre¬ 
sented themselves at Avignon, and kneeling at the 
feet of Gregory XI., obtained the institution of the 
Older of St. Jerome. The first monastery, San 
Bartolom^ of Lupiana, was built by the hands of the 
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CH. V. first prior and his monks, on the north side of a 
ISS7- bleak hill near Guadalaxara, in Old Castile. Erom 
this highland nest the new religion spread its 
austere swarms far and wide over Spain. Its 
houses, humble indeed at first, arose in the Vega 
of Toledo, and in the pine-forest of Guisando; a 
devout Duke of Gandia planted another in the better 
land of Valencia ; and in pastoral Estremadura, ere 
the fourteenth century closed, the shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe—which rivalled Loretto itself in 
miracles, in pilgrims, and in wealth—was committed 
to the keeping of a colony from Lupiana. Each 
year the new habit—a white woollen tunic, girt with 
! leather, and a brown woollen scapulary and mantle, 

> of which the fashion and material had been icvcalcd 
to St. Bridget and conseciated by the use of St 
Jerome and of the blessed Mary herself—became 
more familiar and more favoured in city and hamlet, 
among the motley liveries of the Chureh. At Madi id 
and Segovia, at Seville and Valladolid, stately 
cloisters and noble churches, in the beautiful pointed 
architecture of the fifteenth century, were built foi 
St. Jerome and his flock A Jeronymitc monastery 
was one of the fiist works undcitaken at Giunada by 
the Catholic conquerors, and a Jeronymitc fiiai was 
enthroned as the first archbishop in the piiiificd 
mosque. The completion of the supcib cloister of 
Engracia, begun by Ferdinand for the Jeionymitcs 
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of Zaragoza, was the first architectural work of oh v 
C harles V. on taking possession of his Spanish ^ss? , 
kingdoms. On the Tagus, the Jeronymite convent | 
of Belem, the burial-place of the royal line of Avis, 1 
and a miracle of jewellery in stone, is one of the few I 
surviving glories of Don Emanuel. The town-Hke i 
vastness of Guadalupe, its fortifications, treasure- ' 
tower, and cellars, its orange gardens, and cedar 
groves, and its princely domains, astonished a far- 
traveUed and somewhat cynical magnifico of Venice^ 1 | 

into a tribute of hearty admiration. In Spain its i I 

wealth and importance has passed into a proverb, j | 

which thus pointed out the path of preferment, I 

“ He 'who IS a count, and to be a duke aspires, j 

Let him straight to Guadalupe, and sing among the friais ” ■ | 

The order leached the climax of its gieatness when 
its monks were installed by Philip II. in the palace- 
convent of San Lorenzo of the Escorial. 

The Escorial and Guadalupe, his houses, lands, 
and flocks, were the best endowments of the Jerony¬ 
mite. He could laiely boast of such eloquence and 
learning as sometimes lay beneath the white robe of 
the Dominican preacher, or the mky cloak of the 
bookish Benedictine. In liis schools, he uas taught 


^ Navagiero, Vtaggio fatto in Spagnay &ni S\o, \ mcgia, 1563, pp 
11-12 

- “ Qiuen es conde, y dcssea sei duque, 

Metase fraile en Guadalupe ” 

—Hem Nunez i2e/m?iC5, fol Salamanca, 1555, fol 106 
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CH V no philosophy but* that of Thomas Aquinas; and 
'rss7. even if he did not wholly lack Latin, he was alto¬ 
gether guiltless of that Cicero-worship for which St. 
Jerome, in his memorable dream, was flogged by 
seraphim before the judgment-seat of heaven. But 
to none of his rivals, white, black, or grey, did he 
yield in the rigour of his religious observance, in 
the splendour of his services, in the munificence of | 
I his alms, and in the abundant hospitality of his i 
table. In his convents, eight hours always, and on | 
I days of festival, twelve hours out of the twenty-four, ' 
I were devoted to sacred offices; and the prior of 
the Escorial challenged comparison between the 
ordinary service of his church and the holyday pomp 
of the greatest cathedrals of Spam. In houses like 
Guadalupe, large hospitals were maintained for the 
sick, vast quantities of food wore daily dispensed 
to the pool, and the icfcctory-boaids were spread, 
sometimes as often as seven times a day, for the 
guests of all ranks who came in crowds to dine with 
St. Jerome. 

Older early planted its standard in the Veia 
of Plascncia; choosing for its camp one of the* 
sweetest spots of the sweet valley. Yuste stands on 
its northern side, and near its eastern end, about 
two leagues west of Xarandilla, and seven leagues 
east of Plasencia The site is a piece of somewhat 
level ground, on the lower slope of the mountain. 
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which, is clothed, as far as the eye can reach, with i ch. v . | 
woods of venerable oak and chestnut. About an *ss7- 
English mile to the south, and lower down the hill, 
the village of Quacos nestles unseen amongst its 
orchards and mulberry gardens. The monastery 
owes its name, not to a saint, but to a streamlet^. 

! 

which descends from the sierra behind its walls, and I 
its origin to the piety of one Sancho Maitin of j 
Quacos, who granted, in 1402, a tract of forest land j 
to two hermits from Plasencia. Here these holy j 
men built their cells and a chapel dedicated to St | 
Christopher, and planted an 01 chard; and obtained, 
in 1408, by the favour of the Infant Don Fernando, 
a bull, authorising them to found a rchgious house | 
of the Order of St. Jerome. In spite, however, of 
this authority, while their woiks were still in prog¬ 
ress, the friars of a neighbouring convent, aimed 
with an order fiom the Bishop of Plasencia, set upon 
them, and dispossessed them of their land and 
unfinished walls, an act of violence against uhich 
the Jeronymites appealed to the Archbishop of 
Santiago. The judgment of the Piimale being given 
in their favour, they next applied foi aid to their 
neighbour, Oarci Alvarez de Toledo, loid of Oiopcsa, 

' Sigucnsa, lint de S Getonimo, paite n p 191 feome Spanisli 
■fl’nters, and almost all foieign wiiteis, have called it San \ u'-te, oi St 
Just, or St. Justus, as if tlio place had been called aftei one of the three 
saints of that name, of Alcal.i, Lyons, 01 Cantoibury 
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who accordingly came forth from his castle of 
Xarandilla, with his avwre and argent banner, and 
drove ont the intruders. Nor was it only with the 
strong hand that this noble protected the new com¬ 
munity; for at the chapter of St. Jerome, held at 
Guadalupe in 1415, their house would not have been 
received into the order, but for his generosity in 
guaranteeing a revenue sufficient for the maintenance 
of a prior and twelve brethren, under a rule in which f 
mendicancy was forbidden. The buildings were also | 
erected mainly at his cost, and his subsequent bene- 1 
factions were munificent and many. He was there¬ 
fore constituted, by the grateful monks, protector of 
the convent, and the distinction became hereditary 
in his descendants, the counts of Oropesa For the 
first few years of its existence, the convent of Yiiste 
was a dependency of the older house of Guisando, 
and was governed by its prior. By authority of the 
chapter of the older, held at Guadalupe in 1415, it 
was constituted a separate establishment, under the 
name of St. Jeiorac of Yusto, and became the seven¬ 
teenth lehgious house of the fraternity in Spain ' 
ofYuste These eaily struggles past, the Jcronymites of 
Yuste grew and prospered. Gifts and bequests wcie 
the chief events iii their peaceful annals They 

^ Fr. G dc Talavoia, Jlibtoria dc Scnoi a dc Guadalupe, 4to, Toledo, 

I597i contains a catalogue of tlic S[janibli Ijouses, i> 387 
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became patrons of cbapelries and hermitages; they 
made them orchards and olive groves; and their 
corn and wine increased. The hostel, dispensary, 
and other offices of their convent, were patterns of 
monastic comfort and order; and in due time they 
built a new church, a simple, solid, and spacious 
structure, in the pointed style. A few years before 
the Emperor came to dwell amongst them, they had 
added to their small antique cloister a new quad¬ 
rangle of stately proportions, and of the elegant 
classical architecture which Berruguete had recently 
introduced into Castile. 

Although more remarkable for the natural beauty 
which smiled around its walls, than for any growth 
of spuitual grace within them, Yuste did not fail 
to boast of its worthies. Early in the sixteenth 
century one of its sons, Fiay Pedro de Bejar, was 
chosen general of the order, and was remarkable 
for the vigour of his admimstration and the boldness 
and efficacy of his reforms. The prior, Gerdnimo 
de Plasencia, a scion of the great house of Zuniga, 
was cited as a model of austere and active holiness. 
The lay-brother, Melchor de Y’epes, after twice 
deserting the convent to become a soldier, being 
crippled in felling a huge chestnut tree in the forest, 
became for the remainder of his days a pattern of 
bedridden patience and piety. Fray Juan de Xeres, 
an old soldier of the great captain, was distinguished 
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by the gift of second-sight, and was nursed upon 
his deathbed by the eleven thousand virgins. Still 
more favoured was Pray Bodrigo de Oageres; for 
the blessed Mary herself, in answer to his repeated 
prayers, came down in visible beauty and glory, 
and received his spirit on the eve of the feast 
of her Assumption. The pulpit popularity of the 
prior, Diego de San Geronimo, a son of the old 
Castilian line of Tovar, was long remembered in 
the Vera, in the names of a road leading to Gar- 
ganta la OUa, and of a bridge near Xaraiz, con¬ 
structed, when he grew old and infirm, by the 
people of these places, to smooth the path of their 
favourite preacher to their village pulpits ^ 

The fraternity now numbered amongst its mem¬ 
bers a certain Fiay Alonso Mudaiia, who had been 
in the Avorld a man of rank, and cm]iloycd in the 
civil service of the Emperor. 1 ‘h'ay Hernando do 
Corial was the man of letteis of the band; and it 
was perhaps partly on account of this strange taste, 
that those ivho did not think him a saint consi¬ 
dered him a fool. The tallest and brawniest of the 
brotherhood, his gieat stiength was equalled by his 
love of using it, and whenever there was any haid 
or rough ivoik to bo done, he took it as an afliont 
if he was not called to do it Amongst his other 


^ A Fernaiicloz, 11 lU dc riascntuXi p 196 
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eccentricities, were noted his not returning to bed < 
after early matins, but roaming through the cloisters, 
pra3dng aloud, and telling his beads; his buying, 
begging, and reading every book that came in his 
way; and the want of due regard for the refectory i 
cheer, which he sometimes evinced by dividing ' 
amongst beggars at the gate the entire contents of 
the conventual larder. He was also particularly 
fond of the choral service, and careful in compel¬ 
ling the attendance of his brethren; and, observing 
that the vicar chose frequently to absent himself i 
from this duty, he one day left his stall, and re¬ 
turned with the truant, like the lost sheep in the 
parable, struggling in his stalwart arms. The 
greater part of his leisure being spent in reading, 
he was consulted by the whole convent as an oracle 
of knowledge; and he likewise was supposed to 
be frequently visited in his cell by the spirits of 
the departed. He wrote much, it is said, but on 
what subjects, oi with what degree of merit, no 
evidence remains The black-letter folios in the 
library of the convent were frequently enriched 
with his notes, and of these a few have survived 
the neglect of three centuries, and the violence of 
three revolutions ^ 


1 In the fine and curious Spanish hbrary of hlr Ford, there as a copy 
of the Chrdnica del Mey D Alonzo el On^cno^ fol, Valladolid, 1551, 
winch has the following entry on the hack of the latst leaf hn vcintc y 
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Such were the friars of Yuste whose names have 
survived in the records of the order; but there was 
one among them who likewise belongs to the nobler 
history of art. Fray Antonio de ViUacastin was 
bom, about 1512, of humble parents, in the small 
town of Castile, whence, according to Jeronymite 
usage, he borrowed his name. Early left an orphan, 
he was brought up, or rather suffered to grow up, 
in the house of an uncle, without prospect of future 
provision, and without any preparation for gaining 
his bread, except a slight knowledge of reading and 
writing. When about seventeen years old, being 
sent one day with a jug and a real to fetch some 
wine, the necessity of seeking his fortune struck him 
so forcibly as he walked along, that by the time his 
errand was done, his mind was made up. Meeting 
his sister in the street, he handed her the jug and 
the copper change, and taking the road at once, 
begged his way to Toledo, wheie he slept for the 
first night under the market tables in the square of 
Zocodover He was found there next morning by a 
master tiler, who, pitying his forlorn condition, took 
him home, and taught him his trade of making 
wainscots and pavements of coloured tiles, at which 


dob dc Mayo dd ano do m d lit (^) compre yo fiai JIanando dc Corud 
este lihro cn tiuyiUo coUomc xc •icalcs, lie tlien j^ocs on to state the 
dates of the Empeioi’s aiiival at the convent and dt ath, and of the deaths 
ol Queen Elcauoi of Eiaiicc and Qiiecii Maiy of 
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he wrought for ten years for his food and clothing. 
At the end of this long apprenticeship, becoming 
enamoured of the monastic state, he begged a real 
—the only one he ever possessed—from his master’s 
son, and entered the Jeronymite convent at La Sisla, 
without the walls of Toledo. In assuming the cowl, 
however, he by no means laid aside the trowel, which 
was ever in his hand when the house stood in need 
of repair. Being a master of the practical part of j 
building, he was also frequently employed in other 
monasteries of the order. In the Toledan nunnery i 
j of San Pablo, the operations were so extensive that ^ 
he was at work there for several years; and his 
1 biographer mentions, in his praise, that when his 
duties ended he maintained no connection with the 
nuns, “nor ever received any billets from them, a 
snare from which a friar so placed seldom escapes.” ^ 
Ills architectural reputation, after fifteen or sixteen 
yeais’ practice in the cloister, stood so high, that 
the general Ortega selected him, in 1554, as master 
of the works at Yuste, which he had now completed 
to the entile satisfaction of the Emperor. In these 
secular occupations he stiengthened and improved 
the secular virtues of good temper and good sense, 
and yet maintained a high character for zeal and 
punctuality in the religious business of his cloth, 
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^ Sigucn^a, llutt dc la onlen de S Goon, paite lu p 893 
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unconscious that he was training himself for one of 
the most important posts ever filled in the world of 
art by a Spanish monk—that of master and surveyor 
of the works at the palace-monastery of the Escorial, 
Fray Juan de Ortega, late general of the order,^ 
continued to reside with the fraternity of Yuste, 
although he still remained a member of his own 
convent at Alba de Tormes In intelligence and 
manners he was greatly above the vulgar herd of 
friars, and was much esteemed and trusted by the 
Emperor, and even by his monk-hating household. 

In works of charity, that redeeming virtue of the 
monastic system, the fathers of Yuste were diligent 
and bounteous. Of wheat, six hundred fanegas, 
or about one hundred and twenty quarters, in ordi¬ 
nary years, and in yeais of scaicity sometimes as 
much as fifteen hundred fanegas, or three hundred 
quarters, were distiibuted at the convent-gate ; large 
donations of biead, meat, oil, and a little money, 
were given, publicly oi in piivate, by the piior, at 
Easter, Christmas, and other festivals ; and the sick 
poor in the village of Quacos were fieely supplied 
with food, medicine, and advice 

The Emperor’s house, or palace, as the friars loved 
to call it, although many a country notaiy is now 
more splendidly lodged, was more deserving of the 


^ Supia, chap lu pp 88-9 
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, approbation accorded to it by the monarch, t.bnn 
i of the abuse lavished upon it by his chamberlain. 
Backed by the massive south wall of the church, 
the building presented a simple front of two storeys 
to the garden and the noontide sun. Each storey 
contained four chambers, two on either side of the 
corridor, which traversed the structure from east to 
I west, and led at either end into a broad porch, or 
I covered gallery, supported by pillars and open to the 
1 air. Each room was furnished with an ample fire- 
1 place, in accoidance with the Flemish wants and 
ways of the chilly invalid. The chambeis looking 
upon the garden were bright and pleasant, but those 
on the noith side were gloomy, and even dark, the 
light being admitted to them only by windows open¬ 
ing on the corridor, or on the external and deeply 
shadowed porches. Charles inhabited the upper 
looms, and slept in that at the north-east corner, 
fiom which a dooi, or wundow, had been cut in a 
slanting direction into the chuich, through the 
chancel wall, and close to the high altar. The shape 
of tins opening appears to haie been altered after 
the stiicturcs passed on it by Quixada, for it now 
affoids a good view of the space where the high 
altar once stood. I’lie Einperoi’s cabinet, in which 
lie transacted business, was on the opposite side of 
the corridor, and looked upon the garden. From 
its window. Ills eye ranged oier a cluster of loundcd 
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knolls, clad in walnut and chestnut, in which the 
mountain died gently away into the broad bosom of 
the Vera. Not a building was in sight, except a 
summer-house peering above the mulberry tops at 
the lower end of the garden, and a hermitage of 
Our Lady of Solitude, about a mile distant, hung 
upon a rocky height, which rose like an isle out of 
the sea of forest. Immediately below the windows 
the garden sloped gently to the Vera, shaded here 
and there with the massive foliage of the fig, or the 
feathery boughs of the almond, and breathing per¬ 
fume from tall orange trees, cuttings of which some 
of the friars, themselves transplanted, in after days 
vainly strove to keep alive at the bleak Escorial. 

I The garden was easily reached from the western 
porch or gallery by an inclined path, which had 
been constructed to save the gouty monarch the 
pain and fatigue of going up and down stairs This 
poich, which was much more spacious than the 
eastcin, was his favourite seat when filled with the 
waimth of the declining day. Commanding the 
same view as the cabinet, it looked also upon a small 
parteirc, surrounding a fountain, of which the basin 
was formed of a single block of fine stone, brought, 
with infinite labour, along the lugged woodland 
tracks, from a quaiiy five leagues off, in the siciia ‘ 


^ Bakhuizcn van den Brink, Bctiaiic dc F, p 21 
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imperial domain The entrances to the palace and 
its dependencies were quite distmct from those which 
led to the monastery; and all internal communi¬ 
cations between the region of the friars and the 
settlement of the Flemings were carefully closed or 
built up. 

The household of the Empeior consisted in all of 
about sixty persons. His confidential attendants, 
who composed his “ chamber,” as it was called, 
stand thus marshalled in his will, doubtless in 
the exact order of their precedence, and with the 
annexed salaries attached to their names. 


liuia Quixada 
Hcnriciue Mathj s 
Guyon de Moioii 

Martin dc Gaztelu 

William Van M ilc 
Gluiiles Prove sL ^ 
0„iei Bodait^ 

M iifcin Loiij lit 


Cbambtrlam {'tnayoi 
domo) 

Physician 

j Keeper of the waul 
( vohe {(juardaiopa) 
Secret u} 

( Gcntl men ol tin 
cli mil LI ((iifiiil i 

d (HTtufiti) 


\ 

( 189,000 m u i\ edi , 

1 .^54 

400 or ^40 

( 150,000 in 11 ivuli4, 

< "I £a 2 > 

300 11 )inis, (I ^30 
300 01^30 

200 01 ^20 

300 ,0 Z30 


^ The spelling of these J Icmisli u imcs bofli in the pnnkd j>ajfts oi 
Sando\al ind the MS of Gon/ilcz, is most inaccui itc uid iciplcxin/ 
“Prevost IS, in m my cists tuiiiod into Vubtiit, Dnk is Lhiruptc ami 
others arc disguised beyond tlio powers of detection of in;^ one but 
i riemmg Lveu the Itilian loiuano, whose n line, m its Spiiiisli 
familial foun, was Jumelo loiriaiio, sonictimcs hgiucs is Jumi iL 
Lotoi lano In tinning the rnaiavedis and lloiins into Lnglish money, 1 
hive been guided chiefly by Josef Gaicia Cavalleio, J'tuu CoUjo y 
Vidante de la^ pcsoA y iiicdidas dt vaiuUi nutio'iuiiy 4to M idinl, 1731 
No doubt the peison alluded to m chap iv , p 103, iiuLl as liodo iiie 
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Giovanni Tomano . Watchmaker I 7 SjO^ maravedis, cH V 

, , -TV ^ t or;^2i, los, - 

Nicholas Beringuen . ./Gentlemen of the'] ^ 557 > 

William Wykeralooth I chamher of the se- 1 each 250 floims, or 

Dirk - \ cond class (bar- / ^^25. 

Gabriel De Suet ... I heros) . . . j 

Peter Van Oberstraaten Apothecary , . . 280 florins, or £3^ 

Peter Guillen . Assistant-apothecary 80 „ ot£S 

The salary of Quixada, on retui’ning to his post 
in 1556) to be raised, and he himself had been t 
asked to name the amount of increase, which, how- j 
ever, he declined to do, leaving the matter entirely , 
in the hands of his master. Charles, who was the 
most frugal of men, was at this time in correspond¬ 
ence with the King and the secretaiy of state on the 
subject; and in one of his subsequent letters,^ it 
appears that he considered the mayordomo’s rank 
entitled him to the same salary as that which had 
been enjoyed by the chambeilain of Queen Juana, 
or that which was stdl paid to the tutor of Don 
Cailos Nevertheless, the question remained un¬ 
settled, and It was one of the points to be arranged 
by Archbishop Caiianza, who, however, did not 
uiiivc at Yuste until the Emperor’s accounts with 
the world were on the eve of being closed. 

Quixada, Moron, Gaztclu, and Toiiiano Ined at 
Quacos, where lodgings weie likewuse pioiided foi 
the laundresses, the only female portion of the house- 

' Gtiztolu to Vazquez, 24tli 1557 [Ciacliaid, Jiitiadc ct "Muil 

de Clnfilfs-QiimU 11 p 233] 
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hold, and many of the inferior servants. So many 
of them being Flemings, a Flemish capuchin. Fray 
John Alis, was established at Xarandilla for the 
convenience of those who wished to confess. 

On the 4th February, the Emperor awoke in his 
new home, in excellent health and spirits. He 
spent the morning in inspecting the rooms, and the 
arrangement of the furniture ; and in the afternoon, 
he caused himself to be carried in his chair to the 1 
hermitage of Belem, about a quarter of a mile from | 
the monastery The physicians Coinelio and Mole, i 
who were still in attendance, walked out to botanisc 
in the woods, in search of certain specifics against 
hemorihoids, with which their patient had been 
tioubled. Not finding them, Comclio went to look 
for them at Plasencia, and finally was obliged to 
piocuro a supply from Valladolid Meanwhile the 
symptoms of the disease abated so much, that when, 
in about a foitnight, the plants ariived, the Empcroi 
ordered them to be planted m the garden, and even 
dispensed with the attendance of the consulting 
doctors, dismissing them with all courtesy, and letteis 
to the Princess-Regent 

A gieat monaich, leaving of his own fice will his 
palace and the purple foi sackcloth and a cell, is so 
I fine a study, that histoiy, misled, nothing loth, by 
pulpit declamation, has delighted to discoier such 
a model ascetic in the Empcroi at Yustc “ IJis 
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apartments, when prepared for hxs reception/’ says ch v 
Sandoval, “seemed rather to have been newly pillaged ^ss? 
by the enemy, than furnished for a great prince; the 
walls were bare, except in his bed-chamber, which 
was hung with black cloth; the only valuables in 
the house were a few pieces of plate of the plainest 
kind; his dress, always black, was usually very old ; 
and he sat in an old arm-chair, with but half a seat, 
and not worth four reals.” ^ This picture, accuiate 
in only two of the details, is quite false in its general 
effect. The Emperor’s conventual abode, judging 
by the inventory of its contents,® was probably not 
worse furnished than many of the palaces in uhicli 
his reigning days had been passed He was not 
suiTOunded at Yuste with the splendours of his host i 
of Augsbuig; but neither did the fashions of the 
sumptuous Fugger prevail at Ghent or Innsbiuck, ' 
Valsain or Segovia. For the hangings of his bed¬ 
room he preferred sombie black cloth to gayci 
airas ; but he had brought fiom Flandeis suits of iich 

^ S.iTuloval, tom ii p 825 illitlm Siioiicivauit, \\ ho h.ul hcen (he 
En)])er()rh lihi.iiian at Ihu&scK, and who, umlei the more LMiphoiiimw 
name of Zeiioonnis, wiote Dc icpuUica vita, dc, C<vs Aa<) Qiniih Caioh 
mnj mo7uiich(i\ fol , l>iiiges, 155*^1 (P 289) lh.it Cliailis luul only 
twelve servanl‘5 at Yusle Yet lie a^^seils (p 28S) that liih dull, me.iirie, 
and pompous book had been seen and appiovcd b\ Don Luis de Avil.i 
Ces.iieCanip.ana, in his Vita dc Catholiio Don Fdippo dc Austria,i vols 
4to, Vicenza, 1605, pait 11 fol 151, rcducc'^ tlii^, slcndci ictniue to 
four 

^ Diawn up aftci liia decease, by Quix.ida, Oaztelii, and Ri.gl.i An 
abstiact of tlie document will he found in the Appendix 



i66 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CH V. 


I 5 S 7 


late. 


nperor’s 

ess 


tapestry, wrought with figures, landscapes, or flowers, 
more than suificient to hang the rest of the apart¬ 
ments ; the supply of cushions, eider-down quilts, 
and linen, was luxuriously ample ; his friends sat on 
chairs covered with black velvet; and he himself 
reposed either on a chair with wheels, or in an easy 
chair to which six cushions and a footstool belonged. 
Of gold and silver plate, he had upwards of thirteen 
thousand ounces; he washed his hands in silver 
basins with water poured from silver ewers; the 
meanest utensil of his chamber was of the same 
noble material; and from the brief descriptions of 
his cups, vases, candlesticks, and salt-cellars, it seems 
probable that his table was graced with several 
masterpieces of Tobbia and Cellini. 

In his dress he had ever been plain to parsimony, 
and therefore it was not very likely that he should 
turn dandy in the cloister. IIis suit of sober black 
was no doubt the same, or such another, as that 
painted by Titian in the fine portrait wherein the 
Emperor still sits before us, pale, thoughtful, and 
dignified, in the Belvedere Palace at Vienna;^ and 
he probably often gave audience in such a “ gowne 
of black tafiety and furred nightcap, like a gicat 
codpiece,” as Roger Ascham saw him m, “ sitting 


I 


* [Bcsclircibcndei Verzutekntss, I Hand, 8vo, Wicii, 1884, No 510, ]> 

363] 
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I sick in his chamber ” at Augsburg, and looking so : ch v. ' 
i like Roger’s friend, “the parson of Epurstone.”^ i ^ss? 

In his soldier-days he would knot and patch a \ 

broken sword-belt, until it would have disgraced a 
private trooper;® and he even carried his love of ! 



petty economy so far, that being caught noai Naum- 
burg m a shower, he took off his velvet cap, which 
happened to be new, and sheltered it undei his aim, 
going bareheaded m the lain until an old cap was 


^ Eii{/ WoiLb p 375 

2 SciLi/ai Mtmloza, 0 ) ujn} (h hfs {hynuhnhs th CuaitUit, fol 
Toledo, i6iH, p i6i 
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^ brought him from the town.^ His jewel-case was, 
as might he supposed, rather miscellaneous than 
valuable in its contents, amongst which may be 
mentioned a few rings and bracelets, some medals 
and buttons to be worn in the cap, several collars 
and badges, of various sizes, of the Golden Fleece,® 
some crucifixes of gold and silver, various charms, 
such as the bezoar-stone against the plague, and 
gold rings from England against cramp, a morsel of 
the true cross, and other relics, three or four pocket- 
! watches, and several dozen pairs of spectacles. 

If the Emperor despised the vulgar gew-gaws of 
[ wealth and power, his retreat was adorned with some 
pictures, few, but well chosen, and worthy of a dis¬ 
cerning lover of art, and of the patron and friend 
of Titian. A composition on the subject of the 
Trinity, and three pictures of Our Lady, by that 
great master, filled the apartments with poctiy and 


* Ranke, Ottoman and SpaniJi Linpiu^y Kellis tnnslition, &\o, 
London, 1S43, p 30 

® The collai of this nidci, given by rudinand VII to the late Diikv 
of Wellington, was believed in S|i<iiii to luve belonged to Clniiles V 
<111(1 the same story was told of the Tlei ce bent, in 1851 01 1852, to tin 
Piesident, now lagrdcc de Dwu cl la uolonti naiwnalo,'* Empcioi 
Napoleon III, of Fi ince It is a coinplmicnt which the Spanish crown 
veij likely has, in its powoi to pay , as the Enipeioi, in the comse of In*, 
life, must Inivc possessed many badgts of the oidci In oui Duke’s case 
the collai and badge ni have been aiifheutic , but the coiiiiLcting oin i 
meiit, as (igiiied in Loid Downes s Oidas and J 2 aions of the Duh of 
Wclliiigion^ ohl fol, London, 1852, is plainly modem and sjmiions 
\o such oinimciit is found on tlie mod ils 01 conlomioiaiy piiids <»t 
Cliailes V 


mil II II KiNt 01 *^1 \I\ 
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I beauty; and as specimens of bis skill in another * oh v 
style, there were portraits of the recluse himself and iss7 
of his Empress. Our Lord hearing His aross, and i Portraits 
I several other sacred pictmres, came from the easel 
of “Maestro Miguel”—probably Michael Cock, of' 

Antwerp, famous for his skill in copying, and his 
I dishonesty in appropriating the works of Raphael. , 

, Three cased miniatures of the Empress, painted in 

I her youthful beauty, and soon after the honeymoon I 

in the Alhambra, kept alive Charles’s recollection j 

I of the wife whom he had lost; and Maiy Tudor, i 

knitting her forbidding brows on a panel of Antonio , 

More, hung on the wall, to remind him of the wife 
whom he had escaped, and of the kingdom which 
his son had conquered in that prudent alliance 
Philip himself, his sisters, the Princess-Regent, the 
Queen of Bohemia, and the Duchess of Parma, and 
the King of Prance, portrayed on canvas, or in relief 
on gold or silver medallions, likewise helped by their 
effigies to enliven the apartments of the Empeior, as 
well as by their policy to occupy his daily thoughts 
and nightly dreams Long tradition,^ which theie 
seems little reason to doubt, adds, that ovei the 
high altar ol the convent, and in sight of his own 
bed, he had placed that celebrated composition called 


* Fi rum do Los> S.inlos ijii luii (LI Enonal, ful, Madiid, 

1G57, fol 
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the “Glory of Titian,” a picture of the last judg¬ 
ment, in which Charles, his wife, and their royal 
children were represented in the master’s grandest 
style, as conducted by angels into life eternal And 
another masterpiece of the great Venetian — St. 
Jerome praying in his cavern, with a sweet land¬ 
scape in the distance—is also reputed to have foimed 
the apposite altar-piece in the private oratory of the 
Emperor. 

The palace of Viiste was less rich in books than 
in pictures. The library indeed barely exceeded 
thirty volumes, chiefly of woiks of devotion or j 
science. Amongst the religious books were the | 
treatises on Christian doctrine, by Dr. Constantine 
de la Fuentc,* who died soon after, a piisoncr foi 
heresy in the dungeons of Seville, and by Fiay Pedio 
de Soto,^ a liiminai’y of Tient, and long the Empcior’s 
confessor, and now employed by Philip to prcaoli 
the Eoman superstition in the not unwilling halls 
of Oxford. 

Divine philosophy was repiesentcd by the wiit- 
ings of Ptolemy and Appian, and by Italian, French, 
and Castilian® vcisions of Boethius’ Dc Com^olatione, 
a work which had the honour of being translated 
into our English tongue by Alfied and by Chaucci , 


^ Doctrina OUrutiana^ Svo, Antwerp, s a 
^ histitutionum Ghristianarum^ libri 111 i6mo, Anp;nst 154S 
^ Piobablj that by Fi Albcito de Aguayo, 4to, .Sc\illa, 1^21 
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and wtnch for a thousand years was pre-eminently ch v 
the book which “ no gentleman’s library should be iss? 
without.” For historical reading, there were Caesar’s 
Commentaries, in Italian, the German Wars, by the 
Grand Commander of Alc^ntara,^ and some sheets 
in manuscript of the great chronicle upon which 
the canon Ocampo was now at work at Zamora. 

Besides the Psalter, the only poetry in the collection 
was the Chevalier DdiherS of Ollivier de la Marche, 
and the Castilian translation, versified from the 
Emperor’s prose by Acuna,® the latter being in 
manuscript, and both adorned with coloured plates ! 
and drawings. “A large volume, filled with illu- ^ 
minated drawings on vellum,” seems to imply ^ 
that Charles brought with him to the woods some 
memorials of Clovio and Holanda, as well as of the 
bolder pencil of Titian; and there were also several 
illuminated missals and hours, and a quantity of 
maps ot Italy, Flanders, Germany, and the Indies. 

Most of the books weie bound in ciimson velvet, 
with clasps and coiners of silvei, the sumptuous 
dress in which the eaily bibliomaniacs loied to array 
their tiensures, but ■nliich the evei-teeming press 
was fust tuniing into a moie sobei gaib of goatskin 
01 liogskin 

Music, CACi cme of the favouiite pleasures of Jiuin 
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Charles, here also lent its charms to soothe the 
cares which followed him from the world, and the 
dyspepsia from which he would not even try to 
escape. A little organ, with a silver case and of 
exquisite tone, was long kept at the Escorial, with 
the tradition,^ that it had been the companion of 
his journeys, and the solace of his evenings when 
encamped before Tunis. The Order of St. Jerome 
being desirous to gratify the taste of their guest, 
the general had reinforced the choir of Yuste with 
fourteen or fifteen friars, chosen from the different 
monasteries under his sway, for their fine voices and 
musical skill. In the management of the choir and h 
organ, the Emperor took a lively interest; and from 
the window of his bedroom his voice might often bo 
heard to accompany the chant of the friars TTis 
ear never failed to detect a wrong note, and the 
mouth whence it came, and he would frequently 
mention the name of the offender, with the addition 
of hideputa bermejo, or some other epithet savouring 
more of the camp than the cloister. A singing- 
master from Plascncia being one day in the chuicli, 
ventured to join in the scivicc ; but he had not sung 
many bars before orders came down from the palace 
that the interloper should be silenced or turned out 


^ Beckfoid’s Italyj Spain, and Portugal [2 vols 8vo, Loiidoii, 1S34 
(Spam, Lettei X), vol 11. p 320], fcap 8vo, London, 1840, \) 323 
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Guerrero/ a chapel-master of Seville, having com- oh v . 
posed and presented to the Emperor a book of masses ^ss?. 
and motets, one of the former was soon selected 
for performance at Yuste. When it was ended, the 
imperial critic remarked to his confessor that Guer¬ 
rero, the hideputa! was a cunning thief; and going 
over the piece, he pointed out the stolen passages, 
and named the masters whose works had suffered 
pillage.* 

Eloquence was likewise an art which the Emperor The 

^ chaplains 

loved, and of which the order desired to provide , 
him with choice specimens. Three chaplains, who ' 
were esteemed the best preachers in the fold of 
i Jerome, were ordered to repair to Yuste for his ' 
delectation. The foremost of these. Fray Francisco 'PrayPre 
de Villalva, had entered the convent of Montamarta, Viiiaiva 
near Zamora, about 1530 Being a promising youth, 
the prior sent him to the college of the order at 
Sigucnga, whence he came forth an expert dialec- 

1 Kijincisco (jrucneio, born in the fust half of the faixteenth centuiy at 
Seville In his youth he went to Rome and composLd a Miset ere for four 
voices, foi the Pap.il chapel In 1565, he punted at Pans, in the press of 
Nicolas du Choinin, a collection of six masses for four voices, which he 
dedicated to Sebastian, King of Portugal. He became chapel-master of 
tlic Cathedial of Seville The libiaiy of the King of Poitugal contained, 
as appears by the Catalogue, thiec books of motets by him, for tlnee, 
four, and five voices, and two books of motets for fiNe, six, and eight 
voices, hut It 13 uiiccitam whether they aic printed or m MS. Tilman 
Sasato punted in 1565, at Louvain, sonic Magnilicats for four voices, by 
Giierreio F J liiogtaphic Umverselle clcs Musicicns^^im\\Q.%i 2 >\o, 

Hruxelles 1836, tom iv p /\Z 9 
^ Sandoval, 11 p S2S 
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CH. V, tician, and soon rose to be the most popular teacher 
1557" in Castile. His theological professor being appointed 
Archbishop of Granada, took him into his service, 
and, in that capacity, ViUalva had an opportunity of 
studying for a year the best Italian orators at the 
Council of Trent He was afterwards preacher to 
the great hospital at Zaragoza, whence he was sum¬ 
moned to Yuste. There his eloquence charmed the 
Emperor, as it had charmed the peasants of Zamora, 
and he so eclipsed his colleagues, that they seem to 
have been seldom called to the pulpit except during 
a few weeks when Charles, at the urgent request of 
the city of Zaragoza, spared him for awhile to Ins 
old admireis 

Fiay Eray Juan de Agoloras, a monk from the gieat 

A^oioias 1 convent of Our Lady of Prado, near Valladolid, was 
j also an eminent divine and schoolman, and ho had 
so successfully combated the haish tone and accent 
of his native Biscay, that his dolivciy 111 tlic pulpit 
Pray Juan was cousidcied as a model of aiace Fi.iy Juan do 
tandre. Santandies, fiom tlie convent of Santa Catalina, at 
Talaveia, was less eloquent than his compoeis, but 
highly esteemed for purity of doctime and life. 
Besides these regulai and retained ministers, any 
Jeronymice with a leputation for pleaching who 
chanced to pass that way, was sure of an invitation 
I to display his powers befoie the Empeioi at Yuste 
The simple and regulai habits of Chailcs accoidcd 
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well with the monotony of monastic life. Every ch. v 
morning, Father Eegla appeared at his bedside to iss7 
inquire how he had passed the night, and to assist 
him in his private devotions. Mathys, the doctor, 
was next admitted; and Torriano the mechanician 
was also an early visitor.^ The Emperor then rose 
and was dressed by his valets ; after which he heard 
mass, going down, when his health permitted, into 
the church. According to his invariable custom, 
which in Italy was said to have given rise to the 
saying, dalla messa, alia mmsa, from mass to mess, 
he went from these devotions to dinner about noon. 

The meal was long, for his appetite was voracious ; 
his hands were so disabled with gout, that carving, 
which he nevertheless insisted on doing for himself, 
was a tedious process ; and even mastication was 
slow and difficult, his teeth being so few and far 
between. The physician attended him at table, and 
at least learned the causes of the mischief which his 
art was to counteiact The patient, while he dined, 
conversed with the doctor on matters of science, 
geneially of natural history, and if any difference 
of opinion arose. Father llegla was sent for to settle 
the point out of Pliny. The cloth being diawn, 
the confessor usually read aloud from one of the 

* M B.ikliuizen van den Brink, Ectraitc de Chailes F., p 33, says that 
Toinauo was the first person who entered tlie impel lal bedchambei , 
but I prefer the more probable account of Siguenca. 

VOL. V 
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CH. V. Emperor’s favourite divines, Augustine, Jerome, or 
1SS7- Bernard, an exercise which, was followed by conver¬ 
sation, and an hour of slumber. At three o’clock 
the monks were mustered in the convent to hear a 
sermon delivered by one of the imperial preachers, 
or a passage read by Pray Bernardino de Salinas 
from the Bible, frequently from the Epistle to the 
Romans, the book which the Emperor preferred. 
To these discourses or readings Charles always 
listened with profound attention; and if sickness 
or business compelled him to be absent, he never I 
failed to send a formal excuse to the prior, and to \ 
require from his confessor an account of what had 
been preached or read. The rest of the afternoon 
was devoted to seeing the olBcial people from court, 

, or to the transaction of business with his secretary 

Toimno Sometimes the workshop of Torriano was the 

.inu bis j 

oiocto. resource of the Emperor’s spare time. lie was very 
fond of clocks and ivatclics, and curious in reckoning 
to a fraction the hours of his retired leisure. The 
Lombard had long been at work upon an elaboi-atc 
astronomical timepiece, which was to perform not 
only the ordinary duties of a clock, but to tel] the 
t days of the month and year, and to denote the move¬ 
ments of the planets. In this delicate labour the 
mechanician advanced as slowly as the doctors of 
Trent rn the construction of their system of theology 
Twenty years had elapsed since he had first conceived 
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the idea, and the actual execution cost him three 
years and a half. Indeed, the "work had not received 
the last touches at the time of the Emperor’s death. 
Of wheels alone it contained eighteen hundred ; the 
material of the case was gilt hronze, and its form 
round, about two feet in diameter, and somewhat 
less in height, with a tapering top, which ended in 
a tower containing the beU and hammer. Charles 
was greatly pleased with the ingenious toy; he in¬ 
quired what inscription the maker intended to put 
upon it; and being told that nothing had been con¬ 
templated beyond the woids, iankellvs . tveeianvs . 
CEBMONBNSIS . HOROLOGIOEVM . AECHITECTOE . added 
PACILE . PRINCEPS . which accordingly made part of 
the epigraph. On the back of the clock Juanelo 
caused his own portrait to be graven, encircling it 
Avith a legend, less in accordance with his original 
modest intentions than with the Emperor’s laudatoiy 
amendment, Qvi. siM . sciES . si. par . opts , pacere 

CONABERIS. 

He likewise made for the Emperor a smaller clock, 
less multiform and ambitious m its functions, and 
enclosed in a case of crystal, which allowed the u 01k- 
ing of the machineiy to be seen, and suggested the 
motto— VT . ME . FVGIENTEM . AGKOSCAM, 

He also constructed a self-acting mill, which, 
though small enough to be hidden in a fiiai’s sleeve, 
could grind two pecks of corn m a day; and the 
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figure of a lady who danced on the table to the 
sounds of her own tanrbourine.^ Other puppets 
were also attributed to him, minute men and horses 
which fought, and pranced, and blew tiny trumpets, 
and birds which flew about the room as if alive; 
toys which, at first, scared the prior and his monks 
out of their wits, and for awhile gained the artificer 
the dangerous fame of a wizard.® 

Sometimes the Emperor fed his pet birds, which 
appear to have succeeded in his affections the stately 
wolf-hounds that followed at his heel in the days 
when he sat to Titian; or he sauntered among his 
trees and flowers, down to the little summer-house 
looking out upon the Vera; or sometimes, but more 
rarely, he strolled into the forest with his gun, and 
shot a few of the wood-pigeons which peopled the 
great chestnut trees. Ilis outdoor exercise was 
always taken on foot, or, if the gout forbade, in his 
chair oi litter; for the fiist time that he mounted 
liis pony he was seized with a violent giddiness, and 
almost fell into the arms of his attendants * Sucli 
was the last appearance in the saddle of the accom- 


^ AmLrosio do Morales, Anttguedadcs da Espaiia, fol, Alc.nl.i do 
Henates, 1 S 7 S> fol. 93 Morales knew Tornano well, and appears lo 
Lave seen the clock winch he so minutely dcsciibcs, although he doe>s not 
say where it was ultimately placed. 

* Stiada, De Bello Bclg, hb 1 

’ Sandoval, Hut de (Jmloe V., li, p 825, and Sigueii^a, 111. p. 152, 
whence many of these details arc taken. 
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plished cavalier, of whom his soldiers used to say, 

“ that had he not been bom a king, he would have 
been the prince of light horsemen,”^ and whose j 
seat and hand on the bay charger presented to 
him by our bluff King Hal,® won, at Calais gate, the 
applause of the English knights fresh from those 
tourneys, 

CH V. 

1557 

“Where England vied wth Fiance in pride on the famous held of gold ” 1 


Next came vespers ; and after vespers supper, a 
meal very much like the dinner, consisting fre¬ 
quently of pickled salmon and other unwholesome 
dishes, which made Quixada's loyal heart quake 
^ within him. 

1 i 

1 \ 

\ 

1 

t 

1 J. A Vera y Figueroa, Vtda del Emp Cailos 7, 4to, Brussels, 
1656, p 263 

- Stow’ss AjiJials, fol, London, 1631, p 511 

1 

1 

1 














CHAPTEE VI. 


I 


STATE-ORAPT IN THE CLOISTER, ' 

IMLY seen over the ch vi 
^ntry woodlands, and ' 1557^ 

'V' *" ’’ N throuarh a November i Household 

^ ^ j more re- 

' ' , mist, Yuste had ap- conciied 

^ ^ to Yusto 

peared to the house¬ 
hold at Xarandilla a 
place of penance; but 
then- dismal forebodings 
were by no means leal- 
isod in their new quarters on the fresh hillside, 
bright with the sunshine of the budding spring 
Wiitmg on the day of the Emperor’s airival there, 
Monsieur de la Chanlx complained of nothing but MonMcm 
Ihe Jeronymite neighbouis “His Majesty,” he < iiKiif 
said, “was delighted with the place, and still moie 
Avere the friars delighted to see him among them, an 
event Avhich they had almost ceased to hope for 
May it please God that he shall find them endurable. 
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for they are ever apt to be importunate, especially 
those who are such blockheads as some of the 
fraternity here seem to be.” La Ohaulx himself 
had apparently recovered from his ague, and become 
reconciled to the climate of Estremadura, for being 
one of the chamberlains who had been placed on 
the retired list, he made the pilgrimage to Guada¬ 
lupe, and afterwards resided for a few weeks on 
a commandery of Alc^tara which he enjoyed in 
the province. He was afterwards chosen by the 
Emperor as his envoy to the Queen of England, and 
set out on that mission about the middle of Maich, 
with letters in which Charles assured Mary “that 
although his retreat was aU he could wish it, he 
would not, in taking his own ease, fail to assist by 
word and deed such measures as might be nccessaiy 
for the furtherance of those great affairs, of wliich 
the King, his son, now had his hands full ” 

Instiactions had come from Valladolid to the 
local authorities of Plasencia and the Vera, re¬ 
quiring their implicit obedience to the order of 
the Emperor; and contentment, or an approacli to 
contentment, returned to the troubled minds of the 
household. Secretary Gaztelu candidly avowed that 
he had become reconciled to Yustc, and that as a 
residence it was far better than Xarandilla. Quixada 
admitted that the place seemed to agree with his 
master, and that his general health was excellent 
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While acknowledging the receipt of salmon from ch vi 
V alladolid, lampreys from the Tagus, and pickled ^ssr 
soles sent by the Duchess of Bejar, he nevertheless 
owned that His Majesty’s twinges of gout had lately 
been less frequent and less severe. On St Martin’s 
day, he said, he walked without assistance to the 
high altar to make his offering. “You cannot 
t hink ,” writes he to Vazquez, “ how well and plump 
he looks; and his fresh colour is to me quite 
astonishing. But,” he adds mournfully, “this is 
a very lonely and doleful existence; and if His | 

Majesty came here in search of solitude, by my ! 
faith! he has found it.” In another letter he says, * Quixada 

1 complains 1 

‘‘This is the most solitary and wretched life I have Ufsoutudo 
ever known, and quite insupportable to those who 
are not content to leave their lands and the world, 
which I, foi one, am not content to do.” 

Philip II. assured the Venetian envoy at Bruxelles 
that his father’s health seemed as completely re¬ 
stored by the air of Yuste as if he had been theie 
for ten years ^ Fiom the time of his ariival at the Emi.oioi\ 

ITT alti-ntioii 

convent, he had been able to give close and regulai tobuMnu=.s 
attention to public affairs It is worthy of remark 
that during the greater part of his residence in 
Spain, from his landing at Laredo in September 
1556, to the 3id May 1558, his public despatches 
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were always headed “ the Emperor,” and addressed 
to '‘Juan Vazquez de Molina, my secretary.” He 
wrote not only with the authority, but in the 
formal style of a sovereign, and until his abdica¬ 
tion of the imperial throne had been accepted by 
the Diet, he considered himself, as in fact he was, 
Emperor of the Eomans. A dispute about preced¬ 
ence, the great question of diplomacy until the first 
French Revolution, arising at tho court of Lisbon 
between the ambassadors of France and Spain, he | 
accredited the Spaniard as ambassador from himself > 
as well as from his son, and so foiled the preten¬ 
sions of the Frenchman. It soon became known 
that the recluse at Yuste had as much powei as the 
Regent at Valladolid, and the gate was therefore 
besieged with suitors. Women presented them¬ 
selves, asserting that they were widows of veterans 
who had fought in Germany, in Italy, or in Afiica, 
—“a class of petitioners,” said Gaztelu, “very 
prone to imposture,” which was theieforc civilly 
refeired to Valladolid. One Anton Sanchez, a veiic- 
lable countiyman from Cnptaiia, came to com¬ 
plain of the maladministration of the villages and 
lands of the Order of Santiago; he seemed icspecl- 
able as well as venerable, and was kindly loccivod 
and dismissed with Ictteis of locommeiidation to tlie 
council of the orders A fiery English couiioi, who 
had been kept waiting a wdiole month at comt foi 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


187 


the answer to his despatches, losing all patience, ch. vi 
made his way across the mountains to lodge his ^ss? 
complaint at Yuste. The Emperor received him 
with perfect courtesy, and transmitted orders to 
Valladolid that his business should be concluded, 
and he sent home forthwith. 

It has been frequently asserted that the Emperor’s ^futeuon 
life at Yuste was a long repentance for his resig- 
nation of power; and that Philip was constantly 
tormented, in England or in Flanders, by the fear 
that his father might one day return to the throne.^ 

This idle tale can be accounted for only by the I 
melancholy fact, that historians have found it easier ; 
to invent than to investigate. An opinion certainly . 
prevailed, even among those who had access to good , 
political information,® that Charles would resume 
power w'hen his health was sufi&ciently re-estab¬ 
lished, an opinion founded, peihaps, on the fact 
that the cession of the imperial crown was still in¬ 
complete, and on the dilBculty ivhich the world 
found in believing that the first prince in Christen¬ 
dom had, of Ins own free will, descended for evci 
from the first throne in the world But, howevei 
it may have arisen, the notion was justified by no 
word or deed of the Emperor. So fai from le- 

' G IjqU, Vtta del'Imp CarloV,4voh Amstcul ,1700, i\ 3 
\melot de la Hous&ave, Mcmoiie^, 2 vol^ 121110, Anist, 1700, i 294 
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CH VI. gretting his retirement, Charles refused to entertain 
I5S7 several proposals that he should quit it. Although 
he had abdicated the Spanish crowns, Philip had 
not yet formally taken possession of them, and the 
Princess-Kegent, fearing that the turbulent and 
still free people of Aragon might make that a pre¬ 
text for refusing the supplies, was desirous that 
her father should summon and attend a Cortes at 
Mongon, in which the oath might be solemnly taken 
to the new king. The Emperor’s disinclination to 
move obliged her to find other means of meeting 
the difiiculty, which was finally surmounted without 
distm'bing his repose. Later in the year, in the 
autumn of 1557, it was confidently reported that the t 
j old cloistered soldier would take the command of 
! an army which it was found necessary to assemble 
' in Navarre, and at one mournful moment he had 
actually taken it into consideration whether he 
should leave his choir, his sermons, and his Howers, 
for the fatigues and privations of a camp. Tie was 
' often urged, both by the King and the Ihincess- 
Regent, directly by letters, and covertly through lus 
secretary and chamberlain, to instruct the Pimce 
of Orange to keep in abeyance as long as possible 
the deed of imperial abdication; the reasons alleged 
being that when the sceptre had absolutely dcpaited, 
the Pope w'ould find fresh pretexts for inteifercncc 
in the internal aifaiis of the empire, and Hpanisli 
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influence would be woefully weakened, in the oh. vi. 
duchy of Milan especially, and generally through- ^ss? 
out Europe. But on this point Charles would 
listen neither to argument nor to entreaty: he was 
willing to exercise his imperial rights so long as 
they remained to him; hut he would not retard by 
an hour the fulfilment of the exact conditions to 
which he had subscribed at Bruxelles. Philip, on 
his side, seems to have been as free from jealousy 
as his father was free from repentance. Although 
frequently implored by his sister to return to Spain 
and relieve her of the burden of power, he con¬ 
tinued in Flanders, maintaining that his presence 
was of greater importance near the seat of war, and 
that so long as their father lived and would assist 
hei with his counsel, she would find no great diffi¬ 
culty m conducting the internal affairs of Castile. 

In truth, Philip’s filial affection and reverence 
slimes like a grain of fine gold in the base metal 
of his character; his father was the one wise and 
stiong man who ciossed his path whom he never 
suspected, undervalued, or used ill. The jealousy 
of which he is popularly accused, however, seems 
at first sight probable, consideiing the many blacker 
Climes of which he stands convicted before the 
world. But the repose of Chailes cannot have been 
tioubled with regrets for his resigned power, seeing 
that in truth he never resigned it at all, but wielded 
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it at Yuste as firmly as he had wielded it at Augs¬ 
burg or Toledo. He had given up little beyond 
the trappings of royalty; and his was not a mind to 
regret the pageant, the guards, and the gold sticks. 

The portion which he had reserved to himself of 
the wealth of half the world was one-sixteenth part 
of the rents of the crown,^ and a share of the profits 
of the silver mines of Guadalcanal. The sum thus 
raised must have fluctuated from year to year; nor 
has the amount been ascertained with any approach 
to exactness. Some writers^ have estimated it as 
high as one hundred thousand crowns; others ® have 
fixed it as low as twelve thousand ducats, or about 
fifteen hundred pounds sterling, a provision scarcely 
amounting to the half of that which his will directed 
to he made for his natural son, Don John. The 

( truth probably lies between the two statements. A 
sum of thirty thousand ducats was at the Enipcroi’s 
disposal m the fortress of Simancas. yoou alter lu- 
had settled himself at Yuste, ho sent Gaztelu t<< 
Valladolid to arrange with Vazquez about the tune 

‘ ^ T 1 i 8 tBcliiuCtil wordb oi n.io, “clciuclios tic oiicc y scis al 

niillai,”—“duticb of cloven and si\ ui tlic tliouMiid , ” of whu li 1 
l)Oon able io hnd no evplanatioii My fi lend, ] )on Past iial dc Vui} an;^os, 
thinks that it ought, pcrliaiis, to hiivo been “oii^a y miliar,” iiuMninn 
onc sixteenth of a tlioiisauil, oi about pci otiit of the crown nmlH, 
tho word “ou^a,” oi ounce, the ^ a pound, hcing fiequcnlly used to 
denote that fraction 
“ Th Juste, UAhd%vaii07i^ p. 29, 

® Saudoval, dc Carlos F., lih \xxii, c. 39, p. 820 
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and mode of paying the instalments of his revenue, ch- vi - 
He was hkewise instructed to provide for the regular ^ss?. 
payment of certain alms to the convents in which 
daily prayers were to be said for the Emperor’s soul, 
the list being headed by the name of the great 
Dominican house of Our Lady of Atocha, the mira¬ 
culous image which is still the favourite idol of 
Madrid. The envoy returned horn Valladolid on 
8th March, bringing the good news that the mines 
of Guadalcanal were producing in great and unusual 
abundance, and that the King of Portugal had con¬ 
sented that the Infanta Mary should visit her mother [ 
j in Spain. The despatches from Yuste make no com- 
’ plaints of that unpunctuality of the treasury le- 
mittances on which historians have hequently had 
to moralise. Gaztelu, indeed, once cautioned the 
sccietary of state against delays in making his pay¬ 
ments, the Emperor, he wrote, being most particular 
in lequiimg the exact performance of each pait of 
the service of his household.' The advice appears 
to have been followed; for the only other leniaik on 
the subject is one made by Charles himself—“The 
money for the expenses of my house always comes to i>nmUuiii 
hand in very good time.”" 

^ Uazteluto Vaz(j[ue/, June [i6], 1557. [Gaduiul, litiiailtitt Mui toui 
1 1). 156.] 

- “ La piovision de dincio paia mi casa llega faiuiiipie a iiiuy bien 
tiempo ” Empeioi to Vazquez, Sept. 22,1557 
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CH VI. In spite of the untold wealth which Spain pos- 
rssr- sessed beyond the ocean, the crown was in constant 
Fminmi distress for money. That financial ruin which was 
of Spam completed by Olivares, had begun in the days of 
Granvella. By means of biUs of exchange, obtained 
at usurious rates from the bankers of Genoa, the 
colonial revenue was forestalled two years before it 
was collected; and the bars and ingots of Mexico 
and Peru may be said to have been eaten up by 
courtiers and soldiers, fired away in cannon, and 
chanted away by friars, before they had been dug 
from the caverns of Sierra Madre, or washed from 
the gravel of Yauricocha. When in due time the 
precious freight of the galleons reached the royal 
, vaults at Seville, it belonged almost wholly to foreign 
merchants; and the country having no manufdc- 
tuiing or commercial industiy in which the golden 
harvest could become the seed of new public and 
private wealth, it passed away to enrich poorer soils 
and fructify in colder climes. The popular sense 
of the value of the golden regions was embodied 
in the proverb, used by expectants heartsick with 
defeiied hope, who sard that the event despaired 
of “would come with the Indian revenue.”^ The 
war in Italy and the war in Plunders, the fleets in 

^ “No so Jogia mas quo hazienda do las Iiidias ” Memoucs outicux 
envoyez de Madrid^ sm 8vo, Pans, 1670 
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the Mediterranean, the fortresses on the shores of oh yi. 
Africa, now demanded such vast and increasing ^SS 7 - 
supplies, that the Princess-Regent was almost at her 
wit’s end for ways and means of obtaining them. 

Many a hint did she drop, in her despatches, of the 
good use she could make of the money at Simancas. 

But the Emperor would take no hints, and, like 
another Shylock, preferred keeping his ducats to 
pleasing his daughter. 

Necessity, which has no law and respects none, at | 
length drove the Princess and her council to a step i 
contrary to every principle of justice. The plate- i 
fleet having arrived at Seville, orders were sent down ( 
to the Indian Board to take possession of the whole 1 
bullion, not only of that which belonged to the ' 
crown, but also of that which was the property of boionmng 
private adventurers, who were to be paid its value ofSoMiio, 
in places under government, in orders on the land 
revenue, or in treasury bonds bearing interest As 
might be expected, the robbers who proposed to buy, 
and the victims who were required to sell, diifcrod 
widely about the price The places Avere refused, 
the bonds scoffed at; and finally the traders, aided 
by the wanderers from whom the gams of their wild 
lives were about to be wrested, attacked the royal 
officers as they were landing their booty, and rescued 
it fiom the grasp of the crown. 

When the news of this tiaiisaclion reached Yustc, 

VOL V. N 
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the Emperor went into a fit of passion very unusual 
to his cool temperament. The view which he took 
of the matter was entirely royal and wrong. He 
would not, perhaps he could not, see the injustice 
which had been done to the subject; but he felt 
most keenly the indignity which had been suffered 
by the crown. The rough gold-seekers who had 
thus boldly defended their hard-earned wealth, 
repelling violence by violence, appeared to him no 
better than pirates who had boarded a royal galleon ; 
on the high seas, or brigands who had rifled a train ' 
of royal mules on the king’s highway. Were his 
health sufficiently strong, he said, he would go down i 
to Seville himself, and sift the matter to the bottom: 

’ I 

he would not be trammelled by the ordinary forms 
' of justice, but would at once confiscate the goods of 
j the offenders, and place their persons in durance, 
j there to fast and do penance for their crime. Unjii&t 
as this view of the affair was, it was piecisoly the 
view which the traders expected the govcriiment to 
take, and which they would themselves have taken 
I had they been the government. Alarmed foi the 
consequences, the piior and consuls of the merchants 
of Seville—the chairman and chamber of coniracicc 
of their day—raised a sum of money by subsciiption, 
and set out to Valladolid with their offeiing, in 
hopes of pacifying the Eegent and the council On 
I the way, they craved leave to present themselves 
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and tell their story at Yuste. The Emperor oh- 
refused this req[uest with scorn, and assured the ^ssr- 
Princess that he would communicate his indignation 
to the King, were he to write with both feet in the 
grave, or, to use his own forcible phrase, “were 
he holding death in his teeth.” ^ A commission 
appointed to examine the matter began its sittings 
in March, and continued them, with but slender 
results, through the summer and autumn, urged at 
intervals to despatch by the impatient inquiries 
i transmitted from Yuste It was not till September 
* that the Emperor showed any symptoms of being 
reasonable on the matter; nor, till he had heard that 
the most serious discontent prevailed among the 
commercial men of Seville, would he allow Gaztelu 
to write that, for the sake of public ciedit, it might 
be proper for the Eegent to alter her policy towaids 
them, and take such a course as would keep them in 
good humoui. One of the aiiested culprits, Francisco 
Tello, however, died, after having been twice sub¬ 
mitted to the tortiue, in the dungeons of Simancas, 
mciely for refusing his gold to that exigency of state 
against which the neighbouring strong box of the 
Empeior was inexorably shut. 

In the spring of 1557, the foreign affairs of Spain 

^ “Soy bueiio por ello aunque tcugo Li inueite entio lo:a dientcs, 
liolgaie de liaceilo” Emp to Vuiiue&b Ueji^eut, isL Apiil 1557 
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had assumed so grave an aspect, that the King 
determined to lay them before his father for his 
consideration and advice. For this important 
mission he selected Kuy Gomez de SUva, Count 
of Melito, afterwards so well known as Prince of 
Eholi. This celebrated favourite, now in his fortieth 
year, was head of a considerable Portuguese branch 
of the great house of Silva which traced its heroic 
lineage to the kings who reigned in Alba Longa. 
At the marriage of the Emperor he had held the 
Portuguese Infanta’s train as one of her pages; 
attached to the person of Philip from the cradle, he 
had been the playmate of his childhood, and the | 
friend of his youth ; he had accompanied the Prince ’ 
on his travels, and had supported the timid and * 
awkward knight at the tourney and cane-play; not ' 
long since he had carried the wedding-gifts to the 
fond bride who awaited the King at Winchester ; 
and ho v'as himself married to the proud beauty and 
heiress who was, or was to be, hismastei’s imperious 
mistress. Strong in these various relations, as in 
capacity and experience, lie was cveiy day gaining 
ground upon Ins lival, the magnificent Bishop of 
Arras, and already, as one ot the most important per¬ 
sonages who stood neai the Spanish throne,^ he was 

I * Luia de Salazar, HtslarM da la Casa da Silaa, 2 voL , fol, M.idinl 
I 1685, u 456. 
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commencing that long career of favour and success, j 
which obtained for him, in after days, from his ablest 
disciple, the name of the “Aristotle of the philo¬ 
sophy of courts.” ^ Charles had a high opinion of 1 
the favourite’s prudence and abilities; he had for ' 
some days looked with anxiety for his arrival, and 
he now received him with every demonstration | 
of cordiality. Although he had strictly forbidden j 
the friars to entertain guests, on this occasion he ^ 
relaxed the rule, and ordered Quixada to provide j 
him a lodging within the precincts of Yiiste. The 
favoured envoy arrived there early on the 23rd 
March, and was closeted for five hours with the 
Emperor. Part of his message was an entreaty on 
behalf of the King, that the Emperoi, if his health 
permitted, and state affairs rendered it expedient, 
would lemove from the monastery to some other 
residence nearer the seat of government.^ Philip 
also desiied his father’s opinion on the policy of 
carrying Don Cailos to Flanders to leceive the oath 
of allegiance as heii-apparent to the dominions of 
the house of Bin gundy, and if the Emperor ap¬ 
proved the design, the Count was instiucted to bung 
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^ Oh as y Relacioncs ch Antonio Ptre-, 8vo, Gene\% 1744, Cintas a nn 
SenOT AmiqOi p 636, quoted by Migiiet in Antonw F irz ct Philti/p II 
[Eiiglisli tiaiiolation by C Cock^, sni S\o, J oudon, 1S46, p 306 ] 

2 Philip’s oiigmal letter of the 2nd Pebiuaiy 1557 to Huy Gomez ue 
Silva, IS given in the MS of Gonzalez 
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the Prince with him when he returned.^ The 
journey, however, was never made hy Don Carlos, 
his grandfather considering that his fitful and pas¬ 
sionate temperament rendered it as yet unsafe to 
produce him to the world.® Next day, the Count 
had a second audience as long as the first ; and the 
day following, the 25 th March, after hearing mass 
at daybreak, he mounted his horse and took the 
road to Toledo. 

The external affairs of the kingdom certainly re¬ 
quired at this time counsel of the greatest sagacity, ’ 
and action of the greatest promptitude and courage 
War was raging on the frontier of the Netherlands, 
and it was threatened on the frontier of Navarre. 
Coligny, at the head of a considerable army, was 
laying waste Flemish Artois ; and Henry II. was pre¬ 
paring forces for still greater operations. Although 
Anthony of Navarre was still engaged in treating 
about an amicable cession of his lights to the actual 
possessor of his kingdom, ho was suspected to be 
secretly treating with Fiance foi aid to cnabh' him 
to regain Pamplona by the stiong hand I’lie Duke 
of Alburqucrquo was charged with tlu' deffence of 
Navarre; and in Flandeis, where the raoie iiiipoitant 
battles were to be fought, Philip II. had wisely coni- 


' Salazai, Ihst dt la Casa do fiUva, n 473 

® Luis Cabiera de Cordova, Fihpe Hegundo, fol, Madud, 1619, p 144 
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mitted Ms cause to the military genius of the Duke ; oh. vi . 
of Savoy. ; iss?. 

Italy also presented grave causes for anxiety. Had “ 
the power of the Eoman see equalled the fury of > 

Paul IV., the house of Austria would long ago have j 
found its neck beneath the heel of that fierce old 1 


pontiff. The Duke of Guise, with a gallant army, ‘Dukeof 

^ I Guise 

was now in the States of the Church, and advanc- t inyades 

Naples. 

ing upon the confines of Naples. The insolent in- f 
capacity of the Caraffas, and the inefficiency of | 
their warlike preparations, had not as yet cooled 
the ardour of their French allies, nor become fully 
evident to their antagonist, the Duke of Alba. At 
the beginning of this year’s campaign, fortune had 
frowned on the Spanish arms. The Papal forces, 
led by Strozzi, had recovered Ostia, and had driven 
the Castilians out of Castel-Gandolfo, Palestrina, 


and other strongholds, by which they had hoped to 
bridle both the Pope and the Frenchman. Even the 
Duke of Pagliano, Caraffa as he was, had stormed 
Vicovaro and put the Spanish garrison to the sword ' 
Alba, therefore, was acting strictly on the defensii e, 
being unwilling to waste blood and treasure on fields 
where nothing was to be gained but dry blows and 
barren glory, or, as he said, “ to stake the crown of 


^ Alex. Andrea, Dc la giierra dc Eoma y dc Napoles^ Afio de aid i a [ 
y LVII, 4to, Madiid, 1589, pp 146, 151. 
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Naples against the brocade surcoat of the Duke of 
Guise.” ^ 

The aid of the Great Turk enabled the Most Chris¬ 
tian King to attack his Most Catholic brother by sea 
as well as by land, and to harass him at many points 
of his extended shores. For the second time within 
a few years, Christendom was scandalised by seeing 
St. Denis, St. Peter, and Mahomet leagued against 
St. James. Solyman the Magnificent had ascended 
the throne of the East in the same year when 
Charles V. became Emperor of the West. His reign 
was no less active and eventful, and far more uni- 
fonn in its piosperity. By the capture of Khodes, 
he had driven back the outpost of Christendom to 
Malta; he had performed Moslem worship in the 
Cathedral of Buda, and had pushed his ravages to 
the gates of Vienna; his power was now acknow¬ 
ledged far up the Adriatic; and by his judicious 
protection of the pirates of Africa and the iEgean 
isles, his influence was paramount in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. 

The growth which this piracy was permitted to 
attain is a striking proof of the mutual jealousy 
and distrust which rendered the Christian powei.s 
incapable of any combined and sustained elTort for 


^ J A. Vera y Figueroa, Besultas de la vida de Don Fem Alvaros do 
ToUdOi Duque de Alha, 4to, Milan, 1643, p 66. 
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the common interests of Christendom. From Cadiz 

CH VI. 

to Patras there was hardly a spot which had not , 
suffered, and none which felt itself safe, jhom the 
wild marauders from the shores of Numidia. Better 
built, and better manned and equipped than any 
other vessels on the ocean, their light gaUiots and 
brigantines were ready at all seasons, put out in 
all weathers, and stooping on their prey with the 

I 5 S 7 

swiftness and precision of the cormorant, overbore 


resistance or baffled pursuit. Sailing in great 

i 

1 

fleets, they laid waste entire districts and carried off 

t 

whole populations. A few years before, Barbarossa 

Bar- \ 

barossa’s 

had sold at one time, at his beautiful home on 
[ the Bosphorus, where his white tomb still gleams 1 

ravages. 


amongst its cypresses, no less than 16,000 Christian 
captives into slavery. It was not only the seaman, 
the merchant, or the traveller who was exposed 
to this calamitous fate. The peasant of Aragon 01 
Provence, who returned at sunset from pruning his 
vines oi his olives fai’ from the sound of the waves, 
might on the moirow he ploughing the main, chained 
to a Baibary oar. Sometimes a whole biotherhood 
of fiiars, from telling their beads at ease 111 Valencia, 
found themselves hoeing 111 the iicc-fields of Tiipoli, 
sometimes the vestals of a Sicilian nunnery ueie 
parcelled out amongst the hai’ems of Fez The 
blood-red flag ventured fearlessly within range of 
the guns of St. Elmo 01 Monjuich ; it had been seen 
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CH.VI. within the mouth of the Tiber; it had actually 
ISS7- floated on the walls of Gaeta; Leo X. had nearly 
fallen into captivity beneath it; and when it appeared 
off the Ligurian shore, the persecuted Duke of 
Savoy wisely fled inland firom his castle of Nice. 
Yet Europe continued to endure these outrages, as 
it might have endured a visitation of earthquakes 
or of locusts; and the white-robed fathers of mercy 
annually set forth on their beneficent pilgrimages 
with a ransom of itself sufficient to perpetuate the 
evils which the order of redemption was intended to 
relieve. Meanwhile, with such a navy at his dis¬ 
posal as that of Tunis, and Tripoli, and Algiers, and 
such commanders as Barbarossa, Sala, or Mami the 
Amaut, the Sultan wielded the greatest maritime 
j ’ power in the Mediterranean, and was the most 

i formidable of the foes against whom the wisdom ot 

' Charles was now called to defend Spam. 

Levies for Flandei’s, however, appealed to bo the point inioii 
Flanders wliich it was advisable that the stiength of the 
Clown should be first concentrated, lluy Gomez 
de Silva had been mstmeted to raise 8 ,ooo Castilians 
for the aimy of the Duke of Savoy. But the 
treasury of Valladolid being already diained to its 
last ducat, it became necessary to look elsewhere for 
rp“Ko sinews of war. The Emperor was of opinion 

forfban!" “-0^ hmo to apply for aid to the Church 

The Primate of Spain, Cardinal Sihceo, was very 
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infirm and very loyal, and Ms tenure of tlie second 
wealtMest see in Europe tad been sufficiently long 
to make him very rich. To Ms money-bags it was 
therefore determined first to apply the lancet, and 
the operator at once set off for Toledo. 

The good old prelate bled freely, and without a 
murmur, pouring into the royal coffers, in the shape 
of a benevolence, or loan wMch had but slender 
chance of being paid, no less a sum than 400,000 
ducats. Hernando de Aragon, Archbishop of Zara¬ 
goza, who was next applied to, was also tolerably 
generous, contributing, from revenues of no great 
magnificence, and already exhausted by pious archi¬ 
tectural works,^ 20,000 ducats. The Bishop of Cor¬ 
doba was less tractable. Although his see was very 
rich, and he himself an illegitimate scion of the 
house of Austria, it was not until he had received 
seveial hints from the Emperor himself that he con¬ 
sented to advance 100,000 ducats. Fernando de 
Valdes, Aichbisliop of Seville, was, however, the 
prelate who strove with most spirit against the 
spoliations of the King’s envoy. Magnilicent to the 
Church, and mean to all the lest of the noild, 
profligate, selfish, and bigoted, with some lefinc- 


^ Martin Caullo, HiUona de San Valet o de ^utuf/oca, lu the Cutulofjo 
de los Prelados de At agon^ 4to, ZaiagOAi, 1615, p 270 He 'son of 
Alonso de Aiagon, Archbishop of Zaiagoza, a natuial son of Feiiliiiand 
the Catholic. 
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OH. VL ment of taste, and much dignity of manner, he was 
ISS7 a fair specimen of the great ecclesiastic of the six¬ 
teenth century. In spite of his seyenty-four years, 
his abilities and energies were unimpaired, while 
his selfishness and bigotry were daily becoming 
more intense. The splendid mitre of St. Isidore 
was the sixth that had pressed his politic brows; for, 
beginning his episcopal career in the little see of 
TTelna^ in Rousillon, he had intrigued his way not 
only to the throne of Seville, but also to the chair of 
Grand-Inquisitor at Valladolid.® He left, as the 
principal memorials of his name, as Archbishop, the 
crown of masonry and the weathercock Faith on 
j the beautiful belhy of his cathedral at Seville; and 
( as Inquisitor, 2,400 death-wanants in the archives 
' of the Holy Office of Spain. 

When this astute pi elate received from Iluy 
Gomez de Silva the unwelcome notice that the King 
expected his aid in the shape of mundane com 
as well as of spiritual fire, he adopted the tiuly 
nia delays Castilian tactics of delay, and allowed two months 
to elapse without icturning any definite leply. At 
length the Emperor himself addicsscd him in a 
letter similai in style to that which had ojiened the 
purse-strings of the Bishop of Cordoba It was with 

^ It was sometimes spelt Elna 

^ D Oitiz de Zuiiiga, Annales de Sevilla^ fol, Madiul, 1677, pp 503, 
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much surprise, said Charles, that he found an old ch n. 
servant of the crown, who had held great preferment ^ss? 
for so many years, thus backward with his offering 
when the emergency was so grave and the security 
so good. The Archbishop, seeing the affair grow¬ 
ing serious, now left the court and retired to the 
monastery, a few leagues off, of St. Martin de la 
Fuente. From this retreat he penned a reply, than Hfa 

^ . excuses, 

which nothing could be more temperate, plausible, 
dignified, and evasive. Professing the profoundest I 
reverence for his Catholic Csesarean Majesty, and 
gratitude for his past favours, he assured him that j 
he never had had the good fortune to possess j 
I 400,000 ducats in his life. His revenues were more ' 
than absoibed by the colleges which he was building 
at Salamanca and Oviedo, and by a chapel, hkewise 
in progress, in Asturias, in which he intended to 
endow seven chaplains to say perpetual masses for 
the souls of His Iilajesty and the Empress. All that 
he could do, therefore, was to boirow a portion of 
the money which he had alieady allotted to these 
chanties, tiustiiig that, small as it would be, the 
Erapeior would accept it, and make piovision for its 
restitution in due time. 

Meanwhile, unfortunately for the prelate’s case, 

SIX mules laden with silver ivere seen to airive from 
the south at his palace at Valladolid, The Princess- 
Regent, therefoie, directed Hernando de Ochoa, one 
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of the royal accountants, to proceed to St. Martin 
de la Fuente, and reason the Archbishop into com¬ 
pliance. The details of the interview are given in 
a letter from Ochoa to the Emperor.^ Poverty was 
stiE the plea urged by the prelate, but in a style 
very different from the courtly tone of his letters 
to Yuste. How could he find so much money? 
Where was it to come from? He had never had 
100,000 ducats in his possession at one time in his 
life, nor 80,000, nor 60,000; no, nor even 30,000. 
Might aU the devils take him if he ever had! He 
would also swear it, if needful, on the Most Holy 
Sacrament. Nothing daunted, the cool accountant 
assured his lordship that he laboured under a 
mistake; taking his archbishopric at the admitted 
annual value of 60,000 ducats, he proceeded to 
anatomise the prelate’s annual expendituie, and 
compare it with his revenue; and considering that 
it was notorious that his lordship never gave dinners 
or bought plate, he ended by advising liim to 
offer as a compromise the sum of 150,000 ducats 
But he also locommcndcd liim to lotiiin to coiiit, 
and attend to the business at onccs or else tlio him- 
peror would infallibly find some means of ]icJ])iiig 
himself to the larger sum which he might fanly 
demand. 


1 May 20th [28tli Gacliaul, Rctiaitc ct Moit, tome ii pp 191-4 ] 
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Beasoning of the same kind was also used by 
the Archbishop’s brother, who was afterwards sent 
to him by the Princess. Last of aU came a second 
letter from Yuste, in which the Emperor plainly 
told his “reverend father in Christ,” that it was 
weU known that his coffers had lately been re¬ 
plenished with as much silver as six mules could 
carry, and that he hoped therefore that he would 
pay quietly, as it would be very unpleasant to have j 
to use stronger means of compulsion. The old fox, | 

CH VI 

1557 * 

1 

i 


however, was a match for them all; he continued < 

to fence for a week or two more; and he finally I ^ 

induced the Princess to accept of one-third of the Agrees to 
sum named by her accountant, or 50,000 ducats, of 
which only one-half was to be paid down in ready 
money. 

Euy Gomez de Silva was again at Yuste on the 
14th May, and on the 15th July. On each occasion 
he had a long interview with the Emperor to leport 
his piogiess in the King’s affairs. In his last visit 
he uas accoiiipamctl by Monsieur Ezcuria and 
Monsieur Buideo, agents of the Duke of Vendome ; 
and the Emperor gave a patient hearing to then 
proposal that their master should cede his claims on 
Navarre on receiving the investiture of the duchy 
of Milan. It cannot be supposed that Charles ever 
dreamed of paying such a price for a province which 
was aheady his own, and which had been part of 
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CH. VI. the dominions of his house for fifty years.^ But it 
ISS7. was of great importance to keep alive the hopes of 
the pretender, who, like a true Bourbon, was in¬ 
triguing both with France and Spain, and capable 
of any treachery to either for the slightest gain to 
himself. In August, he was reported to have gone 
down to Kochelle to inspect the squadron which 
Henry 11 . was fitting out to attack the annual plate 
fleet, now on its homeward voyage to the Guadal- 
quivk. It was thought necessary, therefore, to 
strengthen the forces of Alburquerque, and to use 
double vigilance in guarding the passes into Navarre ; 
and it was now that the rumour arose of the 
Emperor’s intention to take the command there in 
person. Bming the summer, a considerable body of 
troops had been embarked at Laredo, for Flanders. 
Ruy Gomez dc Siha followed, probably about the 
end of July, taking with him a second detachment, 
and the money which he, the Regent, and the 
Empeior had succeeded ni wringing fiom the poverty 
of the State and the avaiice of the Chuich 

Death of , The King of Portugal died at Lisbon, on the i ith 

John III ' ° , 11., 

ofPoitu- June, and on the 15th the tidings leached Yiiste. 

gal ^ 

* la one of the paiioi=i iiioiitioncd 111 chap iv ]) loj, note, Chaih s, ^^hIlu 
ho rceoided his belief th.it N.iviiio lead buen justly conquered l>y his 
giandfatliei, nevoitlielcsi cluigcd Philip c.iiofiilly to considui wlu'lhei 
it ought to be lestoicd, or compensation alloiicd to any of the cl.iiiii.ints 
—a cleai pioof that he himsolt did iiot intend to soltlo the iiiattci 
Papiers da Gi anvelU, iv 500 
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John III. was a prince of but slender capacity, but! ch vi, 
the mantle of bis father’s good fortune remained ' ^ss?. 

with him for awhile; and bis reign belongs to the | 
golden age of Portugal, bemg illustrated with the > 
great names of De Gama and Noronba, De Castro j 
and Xavier. But disasters abroad and misfortune 
at home clouded the close of bis career. The death 
of bis only son, Don Juan, was closely followed by 
that of bis brother, the gallant Don Luis, to whom 
the nation looked as natural guardian of the baby- 
heir. The King himself fell into premature decrepi¬ 
tude of both body and mind. The little Sebastian, ' 
his grandson, was sitting one day by his bedside, , 
when something was brought to the King to drink. 

The child, asking for something too, began to cry, 
because the cup offered him had not a cover, like 
that which had been given to his grandfather,—a 
mark of early ambition which the old man took very 
much to heart, and ordered the boy out of the room 
for thus desiring to be treated like a king before 
his time.^ 

First cousin to Charles V , John was also brother jcaiousyof 
of his Empress, husband of his sister, and father-m- 
law of two of his children But, in spite of these 
intricately entwined ties, they were not on the most 
cordial terms; and the plans and policy of one couit 


VOI-. V 


^ Mouezes, Chduica^ p. 43 


o 


210 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


were studiously kept secret from the other. When 
secretary Gaztelu, therefore, wrote to the secretary 
of state to send a speedy and ample supply of the 
best and deepest mourning for the imperial house* 
hold, he also req^uired him to find out what had 
passed in the Portuguese Council of State, at a meet¬ 
ing where it was understood the late King had ex¬ 
pressed a wish to abdicate, and to appoint the 
Princess of Brazil as guardian of her son and Regent 
of his kingdom. But in making'these inquiries, he 
was to be especially careful that the Emperor’s name 
was not connected with the affair. Don Fadiique 
Henriquez de Guzman, mayordomo of Don Carlos, 
was soon after despatched to Yuste, to be the bearer 
of the Emperor’s condolences to his sister, the 
widowed Queen Catherine, lie arrived, with the 
1 mourning for the household, on the 3rd July, was 
J admitted to a long audience on the 4th, and at 
daybieak on the 5th set out for Lisbon lie was 
furnished with very minute instructions, and was sjic- 
cially charged to make no mention of the Piincess of 
Brazil in his conveisations with tlie (iuecn or the 
ministers. But W'liile the Emperor wished to avoid 
all apparent inteifeiencc, he was neveitlielcss vmy 
desirous that his daughter should be apjiomtcd to 
the Portuguese regency. The Princess herself was 
naturally most anxious to have the guardlansliq) of 
her son and his interests; and it was perhaps with 
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a view to Portugal that she so firequeutly implored 
her brother to relieve her from her duties iu Spain. 
But weeks passed away without any certain intelli¬ 
gence, and although there were two Spanish envoys 
at Lisbon, the Princess determined to send a third, 
in the person of Father Francisco Borja Neither 
Portugal nor the house of Avis, however, would 
submit to the rule of a sister of the King of Spain, j 
The regency was therefore given to the Queen- 
Dowager, who closed her able administration with 
the brilliant defence of Mazagaon against the Moors. | 
The reins then passed to the feebler hands of the 
Cardinal Henry, nor was Juana ever permitted to 
hold any share of powei or even to embrace her son. 

For disappointments in Portugal the Emperor was 
consoled by glorious news from Flanders. Philip 
had landed there in July with 8,000 troops, en¬ 
trusted to him by his fond Queen and her re¬ 
luctant people Emboldened by this accession of 
stiength, and leinfoiced by the new levies from 
Spain, the Duke of Savoy uas now able to cany 
on the war with greater vigour. He held Coligiiy 
blockaded in St Quentin, a place of some strength 
on the steep bank of the Somme. The Constable 
de hlontmorency, who commanded the mam Fiench 
army, was ordered by the King of France to thiow 
some troops into the place Permitting this move¬ 
ment to be effected with but little opposition, the Duke 
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sei2ed that opportunity of passing the river with his 
whole force. By a succession of skilful manoeuvres, 
he succeeded in surprising Montmorency, and com¬ 
pelling him to give battle, when Count Egmont, at 
the head of 7,000 cavalry, obtained in one brilliant 
charge the most complete victory ever won by 
the lions and castles of Spain from the lilies of 
France. The army of the Constable suffered utter 
annihilation, while the loss of the Duke was said 
not to exceed lOO men. The Duke d’Enghien, 
Turenne, and other French leaders of note, were 
slain; and the Constable and four princes of the 
blood, the Bhinegrave, and a host of the French 
nobility, with cannon, munition, and countless 
banners, fell into the hands of the Spaniard 
! Joyooea- ' This great battle was fought on the loth August 

sioned by ^ ^ 

' Yvwte'*' news was conveyed to the Emperor in a 

brief despatch from Vazquez, dated the 20th, and 
probably reached Yuste about the 23id. A nioie 
detailed account, which was afterwards printed at 
Valladolid, soon airivcd, biought or closely followed 
by a cornier sent by the King from Flandcis The 
Empeior listened to the intelligence with the greatest 
interest, and ordered the messenger to be le warded 
with a gold chain and a handsome sum of moiiej ‘ 

^ Gonzalez says 150,000 ducats^ -whicli is ]uobAl>ly a slii) of tlio i>on 
for inaravcdiii The Einiicior lu revolted to luvo gienlly disd,|)j)Oiiil(“(l 
the soldier who hiought him the awoitl aiid ‘gauntlets oi L'lancis 1 fioin 
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On the 7th September a solemn mass was celebrated CH. vi 
in the conventual church in token of thanksgiving, ^ss/- 
and considerable alms were distributed from the 
imperial purse to the neighbouring poor. The Em¬ 
peror was much disappointed to learn that his son 
had not been present in the field, and bestowed 
his malediction upon the English troops, for whom 
the King was reported to have been waiting in the 
rear. For some weeks he continued impatient for ' 
news, counting the days, as Quixada wrote, which ! 
must elapse before the King could be at the gates 
of Paris. The citizens of Paris, like the Emperor, '' 
also took it for granted that the Spaniaids would 
march directly upon then capital, and many of the 
wealthier families fled southward into the heart of 
the kingdom. But the hopes of Yuste and the 
fears of the Louvre weie equally foiled of their ful- Diiatmy 

policy of 

filmeut; for Philip, ever timid and piocrastinating, Pbiup ii 
wasted the golden moments and the enthusiasm of 
his troops oil the captuie of a few insignificant 
foitrcsscs in Picardy 

The triumph of the Duke of Savoy in the Nether- itjiy 
lands had a signal effect upon the war in Italy. No 
soonei had Guise commenced offensive operations 
against the kingdom of Naples, than he discovered 
that no aid was to be expeeted from the Pope or his 

the field of Pavia, by giving him only one luindied gold crowns tor Ins 
trouble. Relatione of Badovaro 
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nepitews, and no reliance to be placed on their 
promises. They had already exasperated him by 
refusing him Ostia or Ancona, which he had wished 
to garrison, as a retreat for his troops in case of the 
failure of the enterprise. These robber-churchmen, 
indeed, treated their Erench knight-errant very much 
as Gines de Passamonte and hzs gang treated the 
good knight of La Mancha, after he had rescued 
them, at the expense of his bones, from the lash and 
the oar ^ As Guise lay on the border-stream of 
Tronto, he was joined by little more than ono-half 
of the Papal auxiliaries which had been promised 
him; and he had not advanced far into the enemy’s 
territory before the insolence of the Roman loader, 
the Marquess of Montebello, compelled him to luin 
that Caraffa ignominiously out of his camp With 
zeal thus cooled, and with foices quite inadequate 
to effect any permanent conquest foi Piaiicc, Guise 
tliciefore confined his opciatioiis to the c‘a])tiue of 
some paltiy places in the Abiiizzi, and to an un¬ 
successful siege of C'lvitella, hoiii winch he amis 
driven with considerable loss both of men and tunc 
Retreating tOAvards Rome, he tlncatcned to cAacuali' 
the ecclesiastical states, and join the Duke of Pen am 
in an attack upon Parma and the Milanese A Ilia 
in his turn now ciosscd the Tioiitu, maiched into 


^ Don Quixote^ pait i cap 22. 
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the Campagua, and took up a position within sight ch. vi 
of Rome. The Pope and the Caiaffas, no less ^ss?. 
cowardly than rash, humbled themselves before 
Guise, and sought to bribe him with fresh promises ; 
and the war might have been again renewed but 
for the tidings of St. Quentin. Happily for art and 
its monuments, the panic of the King of Prance, 
the baseness of the Kmg of Spain, and the supple 
treachery of Christ’s vicar, saved Rome from a second 
sack. Guise and his army were instantly recalled . 

Alba was instructed that his master valued his great 
victory chiefly because it might restore him to the 1 
good graces of the Pope; ^ and the holy father him- . 
self made haste to saciifice his fiiend, and conclude ' 
a close bargain with his foe. The teims obtained 
were no less disgraceful to Paul and to Philip than 
advantageous to the Roman see. The Pope was 
bound not to take part against Spam dm mg the 
pioseiit war, and not to assist the Duke of Guise vitli 
proMsioiis or protection The Kmg, on his side, 
engaged to lestoie all the places he had taken from 
the Pope, and laze the foitifications with vhieli he 
had stiengthened them, to do homage foi the ciown 
of Naples; and, vhilc he claimed an amnesl} for 
the Papal rebels, he pcimitted the poiitift' to except 

^ J y Uubtant, Hiitoiui del Dunuede Alla, 2 tom. 4to, Madiiil, 1751, 

11. 59 
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from it Marc Antonio Colonna and the chief Koman 
magnates who had been the most active of Alba’s 
allies, and whose fortunes were best worth the 
acceptance of the plundering Oaraffas.^ 

The Emperor had ever regarded Paul’s policy with 
indignation, which had lately become mingled with 
scorn. He was for meeting his fury with calm firm¬ 
ness ; and it was by his advice that the bulls of 
exco mmu nication, which were frantically fulminated 
against his son, were forbidden to be published in 
the churches, and were declared contraband in the 
seaports of Spain. Had the King been a heretic, j 
said Charles, he could not have been treated with i 
greater rigour; the quarrel was none of his seeking; 
and in his endeavours to avoid it he had done all 
i that was required of him before God and the n oild. 

I 

I Had the matter been left in the hands of the Em- 
peroi, Paul would have been dealt with 111 the stem 
fashion which brought Clement to liis sen.scs . 7Vll>a 
would have been directed to advance, home would 
have been stormed, the pontiir made pii.sonei , and 
the Primate of Spam and the Piioi of Yiiste noiild 
have been directed to put then altais into moiiiiinig, 
and say many masses for the speedy delnciaiice ol 
the holy father of the faithful. 

It is not very clear why Philip II. dealt thus gently 


^ J V, Ruslant, Hibt dzl D dc Alba, ii 6i. 
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with, the foolish and wicked old man who was now ch. vi 
at his mercy. Certain it is that no sentiment of ^ss?. 
generosity towards a fallen foe ever foimd place in 
that cold and selfish heart. His moderation may 
have been dictated by mere superstition, or it may 
have arisen from his secret desire to obtain, at some 
future time, the Pope’s sanction for his scheme of 
dividing the great sees and abbeys of the Low 
Countries—a scheme which he afterwards executed j 
at the cost of so much blood, treasure, and territory. I 
The Koman treaty was almost the sole affair of i 
importance transacted during the Emperor’s sojourn 
at Yuste, without his opinion having been first * 
asked and his approval obtained. About the middle 
of October, he heard with some anxiety that Alba | 
had concluded a treaty with the Pope, but the pre- , 
cise conditions being probably still unknown at 
Valladolid, did not then reach Yuste. Writing by 
his master’s desire for fuller information, Quixada 
confided to the secretary of state that the Empeior 
Avas veiy much afiaid that the terms obtained AAcie 
bad, having generally observed that a treaty Mas 
sure to piove unfa\ourablc nheii it A\as reported to 
be completed and yet the specification of the pai- 
ticular clauses withheld. The next instalment of 
new’s, that the Eicnch army had cfiected their retreat, 
only increased the misgii’ings of the Emperoi. At 
length there came a detailed account of the negotia- 
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tions, and a copy of the treaty, which the secretary 
of state said had given satisfaction both at Rome 
and Valladolid. At each paragraph that was read, 
the Emperor’s anger grew fiercer; and before the 
paper had been gone through he would hear no 
more. He was laid up next day with an attack of 
gout, which the people about him ascribed to the 
vexation wliich he had suifered; and so deep an 
impression did the affair make upon his mind, that 
for weeks after he was frequently overheard mutter¬ 
ing to himself, through his shattered teeth, broken 
sentences of displeasure. 

One of the subjects which lay nearest the Em- 
poroi’s heart was the education of his grandson, 
Don Carlos. The impression made u]ion him by 
the boy during his brief stay at Valladolid had 
been, as wo have scon, unfaiouiable. The I’liiice’s 
governor, Don Gaicia de Toledo, uas mdeied to 
transmit to Yustc icgulai accounts of his jiuiid’s 
progiess Ills Ictteis, though few ol them uic in 
existence, were piobahly fieqiicul, iiud the) aic so 
minute in thou details ol the Ihiiue’s he.ilth and 
habits, that theie is no doubt hut tlic' I'hiijaioi look 
a lively iiitciest iii his giaiidsoii C'ailos is paiuti d 
by his tutoi as a sickl}, siilkj, and liarkuaid boj, 
ccitamly very unlikely to glow iiji the [laliiot lieio 
into which the poet’s license and the histoiiaii’s 
paradox have tumed him at a later period of his 
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unhappy life. On the 30th July, Don Garcia com- oh. vi. 
plained to the Emperor that his pupil was lazy at his *S57. 
books, and constipated in his bowels. The King, 
he said, had ordered him down to TordesiUas, as a 
place better suited for study than the court; but he, 
for his part, thought that if they were to leave Valla¬ 
dolid at all, the Prince would be nowhere so well as 
at Yusto, under the eye of his grandfather. 

A month later, on the 27th August, he wrote 
that Don Carlos was better in health, but so choleric 
in temper, that they were thinking of putting him 
under a course of physic for that disorder; but 
that they would wait until the Emperor’s pleasure 
were known. He then described the Prince’s mode 
of passing the day. Rising somewhat before seven, i 
lie piuycd, breakfasted, and went to hear mass at ; 

1 

half-past eight; after which came lessons until 
I'lcicn, when ho dmod. A few hours were thou 
gi\en to amusement with his companions, with 
Avliom he played at Irucos (a game somewhat like 
bouls) or quoits , at half-past three he paitook of a 
light meal {inerienda), which was followed by lead¬ 
ing, and an lioui of outdooi exercise, before or aftei 
siippei, aieoidiiig to the weatliei. l>y half-past nine 
he had gone thioiigh the jiraycis of liis losaiy, and 
was in bed, whole he soon fell fast asleep. The 
])ooi tutoi was coiiqiellcd still to ackiiowlcdgi' that 
he had faded to imbue him with the slightest love 


220 


CLOISTER LIFE OF EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


OH. VI. of learning, in which he consequently made hut 

1557 little progress; that he not only hated his books, 

but showed no inclination for cane-playing, or the 
stUl more necessary accomplishment of fencing; and 
that he was so careless and awkward on horseback, 
that they were afraid of letting him ride much, for 
fear of accidents. To the Emperor, who had loved 
and practised all manly sports with the ardour and 
the skill of a true Burgundian, it must have been a 
disappointment to learn that the prowess of Duke 
Charles and Kaiser Max, which had dwindled woe¬ 
fully in his son Philip, seemed altogether extinct in 
the next generation. 

vonoijan These notices of the character of the heir-appaieiit 
oiDlm confirmed by the account of him whicli the 

oarios i Venetian ambassador at the couit of Bruxelles lians- 

> mittcd to his republic. Ilcrepmted that Don Cailo.s 
’ was a youth of a haughty aud tiubuleiit lenipei, 

> which his tutois lainly eiideaiouied to tame by 
making him read Ciccio’.s tieati.se OJJiciis, aud 
that, upon being told that the Loa\ Couiitiies weie 
settled upon the issue of his stepuiothei, IVlaiy of 
England, he dcclaied that he would luaiiitaiii his 
right to those states in single combat with anj sou 
who might be boin to his fathei in that maiiiage ' 
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f|V-i ' - - 'A \ health, gave him but httle Emperoi’s 

j r-j ‘ Vi “! ° , Rood 

.^l, ''annoyance, and cost Dr. itcaitii 
'I ' II Mathys but httle trouble i 

' I or anxiety. It seemed , 

I as if there were some 

truth in the saying, attii- ' 

buted by the monks to 
I'omano, and supposed to have been the result of 
Ills astrological icscarchcs, that the Vera was the 
most salubrious place lu the woild, and Yusto the 
most sahibiious s])ot in the Vera.' In spite of gcue- 
lally eating too much, Cliailcs slept well, and his 
gout made itself felt only in occasional twinges ; so 
('dV'ctually did the senna wine counteract the syrup 
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OH. VI, of learning, in •whicli he consequently made but 
ISS 7 little progress; that he not only hated his books, 
but showed no inclination for cane-playing, or the 
still more necessary accomphshment of fencing; and 
that he was so careless and awkward on horseback, 
that they were afraid of letting him ride much, for 
fear of accidents. To the Emperor, who had loved 
and practised all manly sports with the ardour and 
the skill of a true Burgundian, it must have been a 
disappointment to learn that the prowess of Duke 
Charles and Kaiser Max, which had dwindled woe- 

r. 

fully in his son Philip, seemed altogether extinct in ^ 
the next generation. 

vcinoimn These notices of the cheU’acter of the heir-apnaient 

envoy’s ^ ^ ^ 

(Tuo™ ' confirmed by the account of him which thi' 

Carlos Venetian ambassador at the court of Biu.m'Hcs liaiis- 
mitted to his lepubhc. lie reported that Don Cailos 
was a youth of a haughty and luihideiit leiiipei, 
which hi.s tutois \aiiily eudeaiouied to tame hy 
making liim lead Ciceio’s lieatise J)r’ <fjjiciis, and 
that, upon being told that tlie Lou Connliies wc'K' 
settled upon the issue of his stepmolliei, Maij ol 
England, lie declared that lu* would niainlain his 
light to those' slates in single combat uith aii} son 
who might be horn to his lather in that niaiiiage ‘ 


' lUluiiuHL of Da(lo\tinj 
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THE VISIT OF THE QUEENS. 


^^S^'UBING the whole of the 
year I S'? 7 the Emperor’s 


OH VIT. 




year 1557 the Emperor’s I xss7 
[|\> , fpi'*: \\ \ Ju. health gave him but little 'Emperor’’ 

• Ilf''i ■"' I. I, 'jt*' annoyance, and cost Dr. ; health 

' * ' ‘ I ! ‘ Mathys but little trouble j 

or anxiety. It seemed , 
as if there were some , 
truth in the saying, attri¬ 
buted by the monks to 
'Foiiiano, and supposed to liave been the result of 
liis astioloi^ical icscarchcs, that the Veia was the 
most salubrious jdacc in the woild, and "Shistc the 
most salubrious s])ot in the Vera ' In spite of geiio- 
lally eatiiifr too much, Cliailcs slc])t well, and his 
gout made itself felt only in occasional twinges ; so 
('ireclually did the senna wine counteiact the syrup 


^ Si<5ucn( A, 111 200 
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of quinces which he drank at breakfast, tho "Rhine 
wine which washed down his midday meal, and the 
beer which, though denounced by the doctor, was 
the habitual beverage of the patient whenever he 
was thirsty. He had suffered, in September, a slight 
attack of dysentery from eating too much fruit. 
Towards the end of October, he was troubled by an 
inflammation in his left eye, and while waiting one 
day for a draught of senna wine, fell down in a 
fainting-fit, from which, however, he was soon re¬ 
covered by a little vinegar sprinkled on his face, and 
suffered no subsequent ill effect. About the middlc 
of December, he complained of feebleness, and of 
phlegm in his throat; and, for awhde, forewent 
wine and beer, and drank hi])pocras, a kind of sjiiced 
wine, mixed with hot water. "With these exc('])lions, 
he was in very tolerable health ; he was able to go 
out with his gun, though not always able to take a 
steady aim without help ; he jiassed a good deal of 
time in the open an , anil frequently ^\('n1 to confess 
and take the sarraiiicnt at the heiniitage of llelh- 
lehem—a di'pcndeney of tlii' ooinent, and abonl a 
qiiai'ter of a mile off in the forest. 

In the N'cia, the yeai uas very unhealthy, the 
spring having been niaiked by a famine, nhidi ex¬ 
tended o\ci the gieatei part of Estrcmaduia So 
sevcic was the scarcity, that the hhnperoi’s snnijiter 
mules, laden with dainties, on then nay to the 
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convent, were pillaged by the hungry peasants; ch. vi i. 
and, in the Campo de Aranuelo, almost the whole iss? 
population of several villages perished of starvation. 

In the auttimn, severe colds and fevers prevailed at 
Yuste and Quacos; and WiUiam Van Male lost 
two children, and was in great apprehension for the 
life of his wife. 

The Emperor gave much of his leisure time and E^peroi's 
unemployed thought to his garden. He had ever 
been a lover of nature, and a cherisher of birds and 
flowers. In one of his campaigns, the story was 
told, that a swallow having built her nest and 
hatched her young upon his tent, he would not 
allow the tent to be struck when the army resumed 
its march, but left it standing for the sake of the 
mother and brood.^ From Tunis he is said to have 
brought not only the best of his laurels, but the j 
ju’ctty flower called the Indian pink, sending it from 
tlu' African shore to his gardens in Spain, whence, 
in tiinc, it won its way into every cottage gaidoii 
in Em ope." Yuste was a very paiadise for these 
hiiiiple tastes and Iiarmless plcasiucs. Tlic Empcroi 

' Vioyi.i, vol xv ]» 195 (iuofcod m Soitdicy’tj Camnian 

pi mi' Ihiuh^ I p 

* llapin, in his llortoinni Ubt i qiiaiaoi ^ 4to, 1^165, lih 1 v 

()^2 4, llius coli'liiiih's I ho ovonl — 

“ Ilimc piinniM, pirno (pioinhnn do liloio lloicin 
Diini ]noinoiol violoi diiin ob'^idiono Tniicluiii . 

Cuolus AnsLiiiidos Iciia* traiismiTit Ihoi.o ” 
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on VII. spent part of the summer in embellisliing the ground 
ISS7 immediately below his windows; he raised a terrace, 
on which he placed a fountain and laid out a par¬ 
terre ; and beneath it he formed a second parterre, 
planted like the first, with flowers and orange-trees. 
Under his supervision, Torriano constructed a sun¬ 
dial, which became an appropriate ornament of the 
niBpouitry garden.^ Amongst his poultry were some Indian 
fowls, sent him by the Bishop of Plasencia. Of 
and fish- two fish-pouds which he caused to be formed with 

ponds. ^ 

the water of the adjacent brook, he stored one with 
trout, and the other with tench It was evidently 
nra care his wish to make himself comfortable in the reticat 

for domes- 

where he had a reasonable prospect of passing many 
years. In the autumn, he sent foi an additional game¬ 
keeper to kill game foi his table; and in wmtci, for 
a new stove for his apartments j and he also leccivi'd 
' from Flanders a lar«c box of tapestry, amongst nhich 
was a set of hangings wrought with scenes fioni 
his campaigns at Tunis, which still exist in tlit* 
Queen of Sjiam’s palace at Madiid lie also con¬ 
templated an addition to liis litth' palace, and he 
had made sevcial diaumgs with Ins own hands of 
an intended oiatoiy, and a new' w'liig foi llu* accom¬ 
modation of the King, liis son, who was to visit him 
as soon as public allaiis peimitted him to letuiii to 


^ Btikliiu/cn van den Jhink, Iiititnii dt K, p 25 
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Spain. The plans never proceeded farther than the 
paper stage; nor was Philip’s visit to Yuste paid 
until the Emperor’s own rooms were vacant. 

During the spring, Luis Quixada’s home-sick heart 
was gladdened by leave of absence, a favour accorded 
of the Emperor’s own free will, and unasked, as 
the honest chamberlain was careful to observe in his 
next letter to the secretary of state. He would have 
been very glad, he added, if he were not coming 
back any more, to eat asparagus and truffles in 
Estremadura.^ He set out on the 3rd April, and the 
impatient English courier who had come the day j 
before with his complaints of Castilian dilatoriness,® i 

was probably his companion as he rode through the ' i 

wild glens and over the sweet floweiy wastes to 
Valladohd. To the Princess-Regent and the Queen 
he earned letters, written in the Emperor’s own 
hand, which showed how implicitly the old soldier 
Avas trusted, and how he was treated almost like 
one of the family. The letter to the Regent briefly 
refcircd her to the beaiei for an account of hci 
father’s way of life, and his views on financial 
mattei.s, and on the proper mode of dealing with 
the Sevillian rogues who preferred keeping their 
money to giving it to the state; Avhile in the letter 

^ nio no volvci ii Ij'.tioin.ulni.'L ,i oonici Cbpanaj^os y 

lurniob do Ucrui ” To iln.m Vazquez, .Match 2S, 1557 

^ Supra, chap vi p 186 
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CH m to the Queen of France, the royal matron was 
ISS7- advised by her brother to take counsel with the 
mayordomo in the affair of the meeting with her 
daughter, the impracticable Infanta of Portugal. ' 
At court or at his house at Villagarcia, Quixada 
remained until August, when the Emperor, who 
missed him more each day, sent for him back. In 
the absence of the chief of his household, he seems 
to have fallen in some degree into the hands of the : 
ffiars, and by that circumstance to have partially | 
lost his prepossession in favour of the Jcronymito : 

Friars robe. “ The friars,” writes Gaztelu, in undisguised 

become ^ ° 

unruly “ jg not Understand His Majesty; and now 

at last he has found out, I think, his mistake in ■ 
supposing that they are fit to be employed iii his 
scivice in any way whatever.” It was high time, 
thcrcfoic, that Quixada should lesunie the coiumand, 
and diive the monks back ovei the fiontiei He 

QiiuiuU’a 1 ailived at Yuste on the 21st August, having iidden 

rotiun I D ? D 

[ post to Medina del Canipo, and thence oii wliat he 
called beasts of the coiintiy. Thi' Kinpeioi was 
I veiy glad to see him ; and lie was also glad to liiid 
the Eiiipeioi veiy wcdl, jialei ])eiha]»s, but I'alti'i 
tlian when he look Ins leavi' lluiiiouis had leai lied 
Valladolid, piobably in eonseipieuce of the al.iiiii 
laised in JS'avaiie, that C'hailes intended to leave 
tho con vent, but the chambeihuii now assiiied the 
secretary that they were unfounded. 1 Iis iMaje.sfy 
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he wrote, “ is the most coutented man m the world, o h. vx i 
and the quietest, and the least desirous of moving ^ssz. 
in any direction whatsoever, as he tells us him¬ 
self.” After thirty-five years of service, and being 
by the death of his brother the last of his house, 

Quixada had much wished to be relieved of his ofii- 
cial duties, and settle at home. But the Emperor 
having so urged him to remain that it was impos¬ 
sible to refuse, he had now resolved, he said, to 
move his wife and household into Estremaduia, in 
spite of the expense and inconvenience to which 
it must put him, and his great dislike to the Quixada’s 

I CLlBiliEO vO 

Yuste. 

added the words, “ evil be to him who built it here ; 

30th August 1557.”® I 

During the summer, m Fray Juan de Ortega® ’ Vi’iau 
the convent lost one of its best inmates, and the 
Empeior and his household their favouiitc amongst 
the fiiars. Having been ailing for some time, ho 
obtained leave, at the end of May, to rctiic to his 
own convent at Alba de Tormes. On the 24th 

^ “ EmKi iA hoiJilDio ol iihiH coiilcnlo del niiindo, y con lua^ icposo y cem 
inoiioi iKua halii ji.iiti jiailc y aiirii lo diLC.” 

- “ bill Viihto inal hiiya ([Uieii aiiui lo oililud , d los 30 dt* Augii^to, 

15S7 ’’ 

Siipui, chap 111 p bS , d.ap v p 151 
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OH VII. August, the whole community of Yuste were sad- 
ISS7 dened by the news of his death. Finding himself 
no better, and getting weary of his doctor, he put 
himself into the hands of a gatherer of simples, the 
quack of the district, who very speedily relieved 
him from his sufferings, and from further need of 
physic. Ortega is one of those men of whose life 
the remaining fragments make us wish for more. 
As general, having suffered a vote of censure for 
attempting to reform the order, the decree of the ' 
chapter had likewise declared him and his associates 
incapable of afterwai’ds hearing any rule within the j 
domain of St. Jerome. The Emperor must have ; 
approved of his policy, or at least must have 
considered him unjustly treated, for ho almost im- 
mediately afterwards offoicd him a mitre in the 
i Indies. But Ortega declined the lionoin, saying 
I that the fnai whom his supciiors liad jnonounced 
I unfit to liold a piiory, must he unfit to pieside omu 
‘ a diocese, and tliut lie eonsideied it to Ik* his duly 
to submit, as a piivale monk, to tlie penance 
imposed upon him In 1553, uhile lie uas still 

gciieial, there issued fiom an Antueiji jness the 
Lazaiuiu j charming .story of L(t‘:ariUo dc Tonics, destined to 

ileTmmcs , p 

be a model of racy ( astilian, and to loiind a neu 

school of litciatnic Leaving the comts and the 
castles, the peeis and paladin.s of coinentional 

romance, the witty novelist had taken foi his heio 
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a little dirty urchin of Salamanca, and sent him 

OH VH. 

forth to delight Europe with his exquisite humour, 

1557* 

keen satire, and vivid pictures of Spanish life, and 


to win a popularity which was not equalled until 


the great knight of La Mancha took the field. The 


authorship, however, remained unacknowledged and 


unknown; and it was not until after the death 


of Diego Hurtado de Mendoza that it came to be 
generally ascribed to that accomplished statesman, 
soldier, and historian. But at the decease of Ortega 
there was found in his cell a manuscript of the 
work, from which the fathers of Alba conjectured 
that it must have been written in his college-days 
at Salamanca.^ Whether the glory belong to the 
layman or the churchman, the monk who was 
capable of so chivalrously refusing a mitre, and 

1 

\ i 

Question 1 

as to its li 

author- ' 

ship. 


who was supposed to be capable of writing the 
first and one of the best of modern fictions, must 
have been a man of noble character, and of remark¬ 
able powers. 


^ Tlio story is told by Sij^uontia,, n p 184. N Antonio includes La:.a- 
aniony tlio woiks of Mendo/u, but ho sa^.s that some pcoxile slill 
ascribed it to Oitej'a Mi Ticknor, 111 liis excellent and diseoininn 
crititisni on Mendo/a [HiUtm/ of F(pantt>h fAii ndut 3 vols Svo, New 
Yoik, 1849, 1 513), laises no doiilit ns to the .luLhoislu}), without, liow- 
CYOi, sUliiij; on wb.il, besides intein.il cvideiiee, Mendo7ti’s cl.iim lests 
TJic fiibt edition AMIS ])imtod at Antwerp, 1553; anotbei aiijuMred at 
Jlui^os, in 1554 , and a thud at AiiLneip, ni llie hamo Acar, yet the tiisL 
inontioned by Antonio is that of Tana'^oiia, 1586, bo iL,moiaiit w.is tin* 
laboiious biblio‘^r!ii)li(‘i of Spam—benn? also a churclinuin—ol one ol llie 
most curioub and valuable poitions of her literature, the novels 
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The ignorance and gossiping of the friars were 
not the sole local annoyances snfifered hy the Emperor 
and his household. The villagers of Quacos wore 
the um’uly Protestants who troubled his reign in the 
Vera. Although these rustics shared amongst them 
the greater part of the hundred ducats which ho 
dispensed every month in charity, they teased him 
by constant acts of petty aggression, by impounding 
his cows, poaching his fish-ponds, and stealing his 
fruit. One fellow having sold the crop on a chcn'y 
tree to the Emperor’s purveyor at double its value, j 
and for ready money, when he found that it was ^ 
left ungathcied, resold it to a fresh purchaser, who , 
of course left nothing but baic boughs behind 
him. Weary of this persecution, Cliailcs at last 
sent for Don Juan do Vega, President of Castile, 
who anived on the 25th August at Luis (iui.xada’s 
house, in the guilly village Next inoining ho had 
an inlcivicw of an liom and a half with the Em¬ 
peror, and spent the day following in eonceiliug 
moasmes with the liei'utiati' Minga, the inial Jtnlge, 
to w’hom he adminisleied a sharp lebuke, uhieli 
that fnnctionaiy in his turn visited upon tin* uimily 
‘ rustics. The President letiniied to Valladolid on 
the aSth; and a fen days afteiwards scvoial culpiits 
were appichended. Put whilst Castilian jiistici' 
Avas taking its usual delibeiate course, some of tlnmi 
Avho had relatives amongst the Jeronymites of Yiisti', 
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by the influence of their fnends at court wrought 
upon the Emperor’s good-nature so far, that he him¬ 
self begged that the sentence might be light.’- 

Of the unofiicial visitors who paid their respects 
during this year at Yuste, one of the earliest and 
certainly the most remarkable was Juan Gines 
Sepulveda, the historian, whose flowing style and 
pure Latinity gained him the title of the Livy of 
Spain. This able writer had formerly held the posts 
of chaplain to the Emperor, and tutor to Prince 
Philip; and was now one of the historiographers- 
royal, in which capacity he had retired to his estate 
at Pozoblanco, near Cordova, to compose his annals 
of the Emperor’s reign, and cultivate his flower- 
garden. Amongst other pieces of sinecuie Church 
preferment which had fallen to liis lot, was the 
arch-priesthood of Ledesma, to which he had been 
recently presented. The fine weather early in March 
had templed him to set out for this new benefice; 
but being oveitaken in the mountains of Guadalupe 
by storms, which even the tempest-stilling bells of 
Oui Lady’s Holy Olmich-* could not calm, ho was 
glad to turn aside to the Veia to pay his hoiiiago to 
the Emjiciov, and to visit his old friend Van Male. 
Charles, who had not seen him for eighteen ycais, 
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* Sigu(*ii(,a, HI ig8 

TtiLiveia, ///J dc Na Sum dc (Tuadalun^UA 16 



232 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


OH. m 
1SS7 


received him with great cordiality, and conversed 
with him with much interest on the progress of his 
history.^ The learned traveller was highly delighted 
with his patron’s kindness, the beauty of the place, 
and his few days of repose in Van Male’s house at 
Quacos. He had taken the mountain road by which 
Charles had come to Yuste. The first part of his 
journey, although toilsome, was ease itself to what 
was now before him. Crossing the Puertonuevo in 1 
a storm would try the nerve and task the endurance j 
of a smuggler in his prime; and it is therefore not r 
surprising that it nearly killed the sedcntaiy doctor ' 
of sixty-seven. The ascent, he said, was like the 
path of virtue, as described by Hesiod, inasmuch as 
it was long, and steep, and rugged ; but very unlike 
it, inasmuch as it led, not to an easy ])lam, l)ut to a 
yet more fi'iglitful descent" He had ridden up , but 
the rocks which now fiowncd o\ei his head, and the 
chasms which yawned at cverj luui beneath liini, .so 
teirificd him that he dismoiinti'd fiom his mule, and 
walked eight miles m the mud, thiough ulternati' 
lain and snow He aimed at 'Vlha more dead than 
alive , and in spite ot good niiising in llu* house ol .1 


^ See lVlip;n(‘t, Chfulcs Qunii, stni (th(h(^tm jom tf s« murt tin 
dti Hvi), I’an'^, 1S54, p 2S^, foi soino emums icfcH lu 

to Sepulveda *is to Chailcs's ic^aul foi liutli in to la* wnlLen 

about liiiusclf 

- The WoiLi, and the Dayb^ v 2SS 
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warm canon of Salamanca, the month of June found 
him in his parsonage at Ledesma, still complain¬ 
ing of the cold which he had caught in that wild 
mountain march.^ 

Don Luis de Avila was a frequent visitor at Yuste. 

Charles had always been fond of the society of his 
lively Quintus Curtins; and the historian regarded 
the Emperor with that enthusiastic admiration with 
which a great man seldom fails to inspire his fol¬ 
lowers. The lords of Mirabel religiously preserve 
an heirloom brought into the Zufiiga family by Avila 
—a marble bust of his favourite hero, chiselled by 
the masterly hand of the elder Leoni, and inscribed 
with this loyal doggerel— 

“ Carolo qumto et h assai qiiesto, 

Perche si sa per lutto il mondo \l resto.” 

Avila likewise caused some of the battles of the His house 

at Pla- 

imperial captain to be painted in fresco on various senuaand 

^ its frescoes 

ceilings of the noble mansion, and they were now 
actually m progress under his own superintendence. 

The name of the aitist has not survived, and his 
woik, long sinee faded, has proved the truth of the 
adage which the old Maiqiiess of Mirabel had shortly 

^ Ifotcillsil “ itoi (olius llispanuMlillicilhiiiuni , ” dchCiiluTij^ it lu 
letter to \'an Miilc, in Ins Kpisloln', sm 8vo, iSdlaniant 1557, oj* <11 
fol 274, or (JpttK, 4(0, 1780, lu p 351 4to, (‘oloii 

1602, Epist 99, pj) 278-81 Tlio IlIIoi is dated Ledesma Ciil Jiiii]i, 

1557 
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received him with great cordiality, and conversed 
vrith him with much interest on the progress of his 
history.^ The learned traveller was highly delighted 
with his patron’s hindness, the beauty of the place, 
and his few days of repose in Van Male’s house at 
Quacos. He had taken the mountain road by which 
Charles had come to Yuste. The first part of his 
journey, although toilsome, was ease itself to what 
was now before him. Crossing the Puertonucvo in 
a storm would try the nerve and task the endurance 
of a smuggler in his prime; and it is therefore not 
surprising that it nearly killed the sedentary doctor 
of sixty-seven. The ascent, he said, was like the 
I path of virtue, as described by Hesiod, inasmuch as 
it was long, and steep, and luggcd ; but veiy unlike 
it, inasmuch as it led, not to an easy plain, but to a 
yet more fi'ightful descent ‘ He had iidden up, but 
the rocks which now fiowncd oiei his head, and the 
chasms winch yawned at cveiy turn beneath him, so 
teirificd him that he dismoiinti’d fiom his mule, and 
walked eight miles ni the mud, thiniigh alteinate 
rain and snm\ He aiinc'd at \lba moie dead than 
alive , and in spite of good nuising in the house ol a 


^ Sco Mif^nct, Chniir\ Qunit^ sun afuhiutiiun^ son stjoin it sii moit an 
Monastiirc dv Yuslr^ 8\(), I’jiiim, 185 p 28^, foi sonio L'lirioiis iffun in 
to Se])\ilvQtl{i tis to Cluiilcs’s iL';;aitl toi tiuth 111 limits to l)i* written 
about hiiii'iolf 

® The W07 /uA cmd the Days, v 2SS 
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wann. canon of Salamanca, the month of June found 
him in his parsonage at Ledesma, still complain- 
ing of the cold which he had caught in that wild 
mountain march/ 

Don Luis de Avila was a frequent visitor at Yuste. 

Charles had always been fond of the society of his 
lively Quintus Ourtius; and the historian regarded 
the Emperor with that enthusiastic admiration with 
which a great man seldom fails to inspire his fol¬ 
lowers. The lords of Mirabel religiously preserve 
an heirloom brought into the Zuniga family by Avila 
—a marble bust of his favourite hero, chiselled by 
the masterly hand of the elder Leoni, and inscribed 
with this loyal doggerel— 

“ Carolo quin to et h assai qucsto, 

Pei die SI sa per tutto il niondo il resto 1 

Avila likewise caused some of the battles of the Hisiiouso 

at Pla- 

impciial captain to be painted in fresco on vaiious sonciaami 

‘ ^ ■** 1 Is frescoes 

ceilings of the noble mansion, and they were now 
actually in progress under his own superintendence. 

The name of the aitisL has not suivived, and liis 
work, long since faded, has proved the truth of the 
adagi' winch the old Maiqncss of Mirabel had slioitly 

^ Ifii it‘Mloi (oUiis lIis]uni<(Mlil 1 icilliniinu , ” <lcscul>iii^ it lu Ihc 
letiei to \ au Male, in ins ApisfoAr, 8vo, S.ilaiiiant 1557, op cii 
tol 274, or (ipi'Kt, 410, M.ulrnl, 1780, 111 p 351 Opinu /lio, Colon 
1602, 99, pp 278-81 'Die loltoi is dated Ledesni.i C.il Junii, 

1557 
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CH. vn. before written over one of the windows —todo p<xsa — 
ISS7. all things pass away.^ 

Hiaopmion There is a heartiness in Avila’s flattery which 

perormhis gavs much foi* its honesty and somewhat excuses 

commen- •' rrii i i 

tanes. its extravagance. The bold dragoon concludes his 
German commentaries with this blast of the true 
Castilian trumpet: “When Cmsar had subdued 
Gaul, after a ten years’ war, he made the whole 
world ring with his story; and only to have crossed 
the Ehine and passed eighteen days in Germany | 
seemed enough to vindicate the power and dignity [ 
of the nation which ruled the world. In less than 
a year our Emperor conquered this province, whoso i 
matchless valour has been confessed both liy ancient ' 
and modern times. In thiity years Cliaileniagne 
I subjugated Saxony; our Enipcioi nas iiiaslei of it 
I all in less than three months. The gieatuess of this 
' war demands a noblei jien than mine, nliieh Ic'lls 
nothing but the naked tiiitli, and nlmt I Iium* .si'en 
with my own eyes of llie exploits of him nlio ought 
as far to excel 111 fiime tlie gieat ciptaiiis id' piist iiges 
as he excels them all in valoiii and in Milue” ' 

The adulation of llishop (iio\io Mas as distasteful 
to Chailcs as the Protestant abiisi' of Sh id.iii , and 

1 A Ponz, Vmqe ni Kspana, iS \oK bin Svo, M.idinl, 17.S1, \ii 
])p 117, n8, 122 

- Avila, CoDicntaiio de la Gutua ilc Alrmuuu, sin Svo Aiufis, 
1549, p I So 
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he was wont to call them his two liars. But Avila’s 
volume, bound in crimson velvet and silver, adorned 
his book-shelf, and the door of his cabinet was ever 
open to the author. It is characteristic of the times, 
that it was remarked as a singular favour that the 
Emperor one day ordered a capon to be reserved for 
the Grand Commander of Alc^intara from his own 
well-supplied board.^ It may seem strange that a 
retired prince, who had never been a lover of pomp, 
should not have broken through the ceremonial law 
which enjoined a monarch to eat alone, and which, 
when on the throne, he had broken through once, 
though once only, in favour of the Duke of Alba.® 
But it must be remembered that he was a Spaniard, 
living among Spaniards, with whom punctilio was a 
kind of piety; and that near a century later the 
force of forms was still so strong, that Eichelieu 
himself, when most wanting in ships, preferred that 
the Spanish fleet should retire from the blockade of 
Iloclicnc, lather than that its admiral should wear 
his grandee hat in the Most Christian presence. 

The Empeioi was fond of talking over his 
campaigns with the vcteiaii who had shared and 
recorded tiu'm One day, in the course of such 
convcisation, Don Luis spoke of the frescoes winch 
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that there is a man among us who would stay 
behind if the Emperor took the field. But if this 
hravata, as they say in Italy, is really to be exe¬ 
cuted, I pray God it may be done speedily, for 
the weather looks threatening, and Navarre, with 
its early winter, is not Estremadura.” ^ 

Amongst other visitors at Yuste was Don Fran¬ 
cisco Bolivar, paymaster of the navy, who came on 
the 16th September and had a long audience next 
day, to lay before the Emperor certain information 
about the Turkish naval force, and to tell him 
that the fleet of Solyman which had been menacing 
the western shores of the Mcditeiranean, had now 
steered for the Levant. For this good news Charles 
presented him, when he took leave, with a gold 
i chain. A few ■^^eek3 latei, on the 6th October, 
Don Mai till dc Avendauo, who had coinmaiuled a 
squadron newly aiiived fiom Feiu, was reci'ived 
[ with a wclcoiiu' so heiuly, that (iuixada noted it 
1 in wilting to the sccietavy Eiaso In taking 
I leave, the ailiiiiial was also fuiinslied mill a stioiig 
I letter of lecoinincnilation to the King I’eiliaps 
' the excellent health which the Einperoi at lhal 
j time enjoyed might have been jiartly the eau.se 
of this couliality, foi the chaiiibeilaiii said, 111 tlie 


1 Luih do Avii.i to Vd/qiio/, I’lcLscticia, 24tli Auj^usl 1557 (loii/alo/ 
MS [13 til Aug us I llUnnlo cL Mo! Ly tom u p[) 225-/J 
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same letter, that he was unusually well, “ very plump 
and fresh-coloured, and ate and slept better than he 
did himself.” He added that His Majesty had been 
pleased to rally him on a message, conveyed to him 
by Eraso from his little daughter Mariquita, that 
she would like to marry his son, had there been an 
heir in the family of Quixada.^ 

The visitors at Yuste were generally envoys, or 
ofl&cial personages. Avila and the Count of Oropesa 
and his brother, were amongst the few exceptions. 
The neighbouring prelates and grandees continued 
to send their contributions to the imperial larder. 
By Oropesa it was supplied with game from the 
forest and the hill; the Jeronymites of Guadalupe, 
rich in lands and beeves, presented calves, lambs 
fattened on bread, and delicate fruits; and the 
Bishops of Segovia, Mondofiedo, and Salamanca were 
careful to put in similar evidence that they had not 
foigottcn the giver of their mitres. The prior of 
Guadalupe also sent one of his monks, who was a 
tailoi by trade, to make the Emperor a robe and 
gloves of fill, foibiddmg him to accept of any reward 
loi Ills service.^ These civilities were not, however, 
always done without an eye to the loaves and fishes 
of couit patronage and favour. A few leagues north 
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OH. VII. of the convent, at the Alpine town of Bejar, was a 
»3S7. noble castle of the chief family of Zuniga, created 
dukes of the place by Isabella the Catholic, a family 
known afterwards both in arts and arms, and im- I 
mortaUsed by the dedication of Don Quixote. The 
mules sent to Yuste by the Duchess were in due 
time followed by the lady’s chaplain, charged with a 
request that the Emperor would graciously assist the 
family in obtaining a boon for which they had long 
been soliciting the crown, the restoration of the 
older dukedom of Plasencia. Charles answered his 
fair suitor somewhat bluntly, that he considered the 
claim unfounded, and that he would burden his I 
conscience with no such matter. j 

Towards the end of September, the Queens of 1 
SKiy j ^®^ce and Hungary were expected in the Vera on ' 

I a visit to their brother. The castle of Xarandilla 
was placed at their disposal by Oropesa, and pre- 
I pared for their reception under the superintendence ' 
of Quixada and Van Male. The Queens set out 
from Valladolid on the iSth September, accom¬ 
panied by their niece, the Regent, who was going 
to her pious retreat at Abrojo. Travelling by easy 
stages, they reached Xarandilla in ten days. On 

Yuste, attended by the 
I 0^ Valencia, and saw the Emperor for about 

an hour. During their stay of ten or eleven weeks 
^ in the Vera, Queen Eleanor, being in very feeble 
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health, and unable to bear the motion of her litter, ch vi i. 
visited Yuste only three times. On one of these ^ss7. 
occasions, she and her sister came over in the morn¬ 
ing to Quacos, and having dined there, spent some 
hours at the convent, and returned to the village 
to sleep. Quixada was somewhat scandalised at 
this arrangement, and proposed an attempt to lodge 
the royal ladies for one night at Yuste ; but Charles 
would not hear of it, nor would he even offer them 
a dinner. Still robust enough for the saddle, the 
Queen of Hungary delighted in the exercise of her 
limbs and tongue. She therefore was frequently on 
horseback, riding through the fading forest to her 
brother’s inhospitable gate 

The Queens had not yet determined where to 
establish their permanent abode, and wished to be 
guided by the Emperor’s advice. They had at one , 
time thought of Plasencia, but upon this he put his 
decided negative. They next cast their eyes uj)on 
Guadalaxara, in Castile; the crown having a great 
extent of land in and aiound that town, the rights 
and privileges of which the King was willing to 
make over to them for their lives. The town boast¬ 
ing of no mansion suitable to their rank but the 
palace of the Duke of Infantado, they applied for tlic 
use of that truly noble pile. But the Duke, who 
had never been very cordial with the Austrian royal 
family, excused giving up his house on the plea of 

VOL. V. Q 
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ill-health; and in spite of the Regent’s representa¬ 
tions that what had been given to the grand cardinal 
Mendoza by Isabella the Catholic, ought to be lent 
for a time to her grand-daughters, he continued to 
urge this plea in a number of letters, equally courtly, 
copious, and tiresome. At the close of the year, 
Quixada, writing to his friend the secretary Eraso, 
hinted to that functionary that as the Queens still 
thought of residing at Guadalaxara, it would be 
well for him to place at their disposition a grange 
which he possessed in the neighboui'hood, where ^ 
they might amuse themselves in fishing or in the j 
chase. Both of the royal widows, however, died 
before it was settled where they were to live. 

Their chief business at Yuste, at this time, was , 
the long-talked-of meeting between Queen Eleanor 
and the Infanta of Portugal. To see this daughter 
once more, was the sole wish of the poor mother’s 
heart. The daughter, on the other hand, seemed , 
hardly less anxious to avoid the interview. Long 
after the King of Portugal had given his consent, ' 
and even after his death, she continued to raise up 
obstacles in the way, m which she was countenanced 
by her uncle, the Cardinal Henry Father Francis 
Borja used his influence in vain. The Spanish 
ambassador at Lisbon, Don Sancho dc Coidova, 
who met the Queens at Xarandilla and Yuste, gave 
so unfavourable an account of her intentions, that 
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Eleanor began to despair altogether of realising her 
long-cherished hope. The Emperor, at her request, 
himself wrote to his niece, urging compliance with 
her mother’s very reasonable wishes; and, after 
many delays and a sham illness, the reluctant damsel 
consented. Preparations were immediately set on 
foot for receiving her at Badajoz with due honour, 
and sixteen nobles and prelates were chosen to wait 
upon her at the frontier. Among them were the 
Duke of Escalona, the Count of Oropesa, the Grand 
Commander of Alcdntara, and the Bishops of Coria 
and Salamanca. 

Many of the difficulties for which the Infanta was 
made responsible, no doubt, really arose from the 
ill-feeling which at this time prevailed between 
the courts of Lisbon and VaUadolid While these 
negotiations were pending, a Portuguese courier was 
aircstcd on suspicion of being a French spy, and on 
his person was found an autograph letter from the 
King of France, in which the Quecn-llegent was 
jiifoiincd of the state of the war in the Netheilancls, 
and entreated to lend her assistance against Spain. 
This letter was foiwai-ded to Yustc by secrctaiy 
Vazquez, with a romaik that it was bettor to trust 
even Frenchmen than some Portuguese. The Em¬ 
peror, on the other hand, told Qiuxada that he 
thought the letter might have been wiitten for the 
purpose of being intercepted, and of exciting sus- 
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picion and discord, and that the boasting of a 
Frenchman ought never to be taken seriously. But 
he clearly indicated his own belief in the ill-will 
entertained at Lisbon towards his son’s government, 
when he conveyed to Vazquez the official informa¬ 
tion which he had received from thence of a revolt 
in Peru, and the death of the Viceroy, the Marquess 
of Canete. “Although I well know,” he wrote, 
“ that the court of Portugal would not have sent me 
this news had it been true, I should wish to ascer¬ 
tain the ground whereon such a rumour rests.” ^ 

The Queens took leave of the Emperor on the 14th 
December, and the next day set out for Badajoz. 
Their departure was a great relief to Luis Quixada, 
who had to attend to their comforts at Xarandilla, 
in addition to his daily task of governing the 
Emperor’s Flemings, and keeping on good terms 
with his friars. The supplies required by their 
numerous retinue had also produced a sort of 
famine in the Vera, and had raised the price of 
mutton to a real, or 2^d., a pound. The licen¬ 
tiate Murga, of Quacos, was entrusted with the 
1 arrangements on the road, and the queens were 
{ everywhere received with public attention and 
respect. At Tiuxillo the authorities wished to give 
a public festival in their honour, which, however, 


^ Empeior to Vazquez, 22nil Sept 1557 Gonzalez MS 
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the royal ladies graciously dediued; aud resting on ch. vii, 
the feast of St. Thomas, at Merida, they arrived on ^ss7. 
Christmas eve at Badajoz, where Don Luis de Avila 
was waiting to receive them.^ 

They were fortunate in the weather, which was Humoano 

at Yust©, 

clear and calm, except on the day which they spent 
in the old Roman city. But, on the day after 
they left Xarandilla, a terrible hurricane visited that 
part of the Vera. At Yuste, two of the Emperor’s 
chimneys were blown down, and one took fire; and 
many of his cedars and citrons measured their 
length upon the discomfited parterres. Two houses 
fell at Xarandilla, and another was overthrown at 
Quacos. 

Father Borja had been selected by the Princess- Fr. Fran | 
Regent for a special and secret mission to Lisbon in i ^nt by I 
the autumn, on the delicate subject of the regency [Regentto I 
of Portugal. He received her summons at Simancas, 
where he had founded a small Jesuits’ house, and 
whither he loved to escape from the distractions of | 
the court, to unstinted penance and prayer. The 
sun of September Avas scorching the naked plains of 

^ Fr Mij^ucl l\ic]icco, Vida de D„ Maiia^ 8o, says that the Queens 
were kept waiting at liadajoz foi two mouths, and that Queen Maiy ^\as 
so weary of aitiiig that she wanted hei si&tei to give up the nieeling 
aud letiiin to CostilLi This Ciiii liaidly he tiiic, if the GoiizaJe/ IMS aud 
its letteis are to he iclitd on, winch sUie that the Infanta reached Elvas 
caily in January. The Queens w'eie icceived at Badajo/ hy two ladies, 

Mauuel, who had been ladies of honour to (iuceii Isabella, and whose 
hushaiitls weie wealthy nobles of the piovince. 



246 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CH. VII the Duero, and the good Jesuit was in feeble health. 

IS57. Nevertheless, he immediately obeyed the Eegent’s 
mandate, and repaired to Yuste, by her direction, to 
hold counsel with the Emperor; ^ after which, scorn¬ 
ing repose in the cool woodlands, he at once took 
the road to Portugal across the charred wastes of 
Estremadura. This haste and the heat threw him 
into a fever, of which he nearly died in the town 
of Evora; and when once more able to resume his 
journey, he was nearly drowned in a squall in cross¬ 
ing the Tagus to Lisbon. The Queen Catherine, the 
Cardinal Henry, and the Infanta Mary, all vied with 
each other in nursing him; but he did not succeed 
in the objects of his mission, for he obtained no 
promise of the regency for the Spanish princess; nor 
could he even prevail upon the Portuguese infanta 
to perform the very simple duty of setting out to 

Eeturns by meet her widowed mother. He was again at Yuste I' 

way of ^ I 

Yuste. about the 20th December. The Emperor paid him 

1 the unusual compliment of lodging him in the 

] palace, and even entered into the preparation which 

/ _ 

1 Kibadencira, Vida dc P. F Borja, fol. 105. Gonzalez is iiicimetl to 
doubt the fact, yet his MS contains a letter (30tli August 1557) fioin 11 ip 
Princess to the Enipcior, 111 -which she announces hei intention of send¬ 
ing Borja to Lisbon, and one fiom Gaztelu to Vazquez (28th Deccinbei 
I557)> which proves that ho had been tlieie As it is cxticinely probable 
that the Jesuit would have been insti acted to sec the Eniperoi on liis 
way to Poitngal, and as tlicio arc seveial gaps in tlio coriospoiulciico in 
Septemher, I am inclined to siipposo that some lotlors nuiy liavo bpoii 
lost, and I have tlicicfoio follow od llibadcnoua 
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Luis Quixada was making for his reception. The ch m 
mayordomo having hung the walls of his chamber with *ss7 

tapestry, the Emperor, judging that it would rather 
offend than please the Jesuit, ordered it to be taken 
down, and its place to be supplied with some black 
cloth, of which he despoiled his own anteroom.^ 

Borja remained at the convent for some days, and Emperor’s 

• *' confidence 

of course had frequent interviews with the Emperor. “ tun. 

It was probably now that Charles returned to him 
a number of letters, written at his request by the 
Jesuit, on the politics and politicians of the court of 
Valladolid. “ You may be sure,” said he, on restor¬ 
ing them, “ that no one but myself has seen them.” 

The confidence thus reposed by the shrewdest of 
princes in Borja’s judgment and observation, shows 
how keenly the things of earth may be scanned by 
eyes which seem wholly fixed upon heaven.^ 

The Emperor likewise told his friend of a dispute, 1 Dispute 

between 

between two nobles, which had been referred to him ' B»rja’s son 

and the 

for decision, and on which he desired to have his 
opinion, as he probably knew the rights of the case. 

The matter in dispute was the title to certain lands ; 
and the paities weic Boija’s son, Chailcs, Duke of 
Gandia, and Don Alonso do Cardona, Admiral of A<imirai ot 

Aiagon 

^ Nicieniborg, Vida (Iq Borja, 136 This story is sonle^\lLlt doubt¬ 
ful, not because it is m itself mipiobablc, but because, if tiue, it would 
])io)>.ibly liave becMi mentioned in the lotteis of Qui\adii to Va/<iue/ 

- Sando\al, u p 833 
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OH. m Aragon. Thus appealed to, the father behaved with 
XSS 7 . that stoical indifference to the voice of blood, which, 
while it shocked some of his lay admirers, never 
fails to command the loud applause of his reverend 
biographers. “ I know not,” he said, “ whose cause 
is the just one, but I pray your Majesty not only not 
to allow the Admiral to be wronged, but to show 
him all the favour compatible with equity.” When 
the Emperor expressed some not unnatural surprise, 
the Cato of the company explained the singular tone 
of his request, somewhat lamely as it seems, by 
saying that perhaps the Admiral needed the disputed 
property more than the Duke did, and that it was 
good to assist the necessitous.^ 

During his stay at Yuste, Boija was treated with 
I marked distinction. Not only had his host arranged 
’ the upholstery of his chamber, but he also sent him 
each day the most approved dish from his well- 
, supplied board. When duty once more required 

Alma given thc father to take his staff in his hand, he carried 

to Bor]a 

on leaving. , nyjth him 200 ducats for alms, which Quixada had 
^ been directed by the Emperor to force upon his 
acceptance. “ It is a small sum,” said the chamber- 
I lain, “but in comparison with my lord’s present 
revenues, it is perhaps the largest bounty ho cvoi 
bestowed at one time.” ® 


^ Nieiembeig, Vzefa da Borja^ p 155 
Ribadeneua, Vida dc Bai ]) 99 
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^ HE year 1558 did not open ch. vih. 
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auspiciously at Yuste. 1558 
The Emperor continued I 
" to be troubled with fly- ' cimes. 

j '' .\ ,,^ '■^'^ inggout; he complained J 

^ ' of itching and tingling 1 

“ in his legs, from the ' 
knees downwards, and 
he was sometimes seized 
witli fits of vomiting. On the 7th January he was 
unable to leave his bed, or to see the Admiral of 


Aiagon, who had come to state certain giievances 
which he had against the master of Montesa, and 
who was therefoic dismissed to spend a few days 111 
the pilgrimage to Guadalupe The season itself was 
unhealthy, and so many members of the household 
weic ill that Gaztelu proposed to reinforce the 
medical staff with another doctor, one Juan Munoz, 


250 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CH, vm. a good physician and surgeon, who had been sent 
1558. by the Eegent to attend upon her father at Laredo. 
Bu^iaiy On the night of the 8th January the palace 
” ” was broken into, and a sum of 800 ducats, set 
apart for charitable uses, stolen from a box in the 
Emperor’s wardrobe. The licentiate Murga was 
immediately set to discover the robbers, but his 
perquisitions attained no satisfactory end. It was 
evident that the household was not free from blame, 
but the Emperor would not permit the persons 
suspected to be subjected to the torture, the usual 
mode of compelling evidence in those days, “fear¬ 
ing,” said Gaztelu, mysteriously, “that certain 
things might come out which had better remain 
concealed.” ^ The culprits were never detected, nor 
was the cash recovered. It is somewhat remarkable 
that a few weeks afterwards the Emperor divided 
2,000 ducats, as a largesse, among his attendants, 

' each receiving a sum proportioned according to the 
! ! amount of his salary. 

\ Dispute^ j "While plagued by the depredations of thieves, the 
gidor of Emperor was also teased by the contentions of thief- 

Pl*isencia j ^ 

j takers. The corregidor of Plasencia came over to 
I Quacos and arrested one Villa, an alguazil under 
Murga, on pretence that he had exceeded Ins powers 

^ “Pues no se peinnte \ Miiioa quo poni^^a question tie foimcnfo 
los quo se sospecli.i, que poiluaii tonoi culpa, on lo (pio liaii i>.is ulo cos is 
. que cs mejor callailas ” Ga/telu to V i/(iuca lytli J iiiiiaiy 155b 
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by exercising bis office within the city jurisdiction, 
which, as the Plasencian affirmed, extended to the 
limits of the village. Charles was much displeased, 
and caused a complaint to be lodged at VaUadolid, 
the result of which was that the coiregidor was 
suspended from his functions, and the jurisdiction 
of Quacos enlarged by a fresh official act. The 
offender, however, was forgiven, and reinstated in a 
few weeks. 

On the loth January the Emperor, though still 
in bed, gave audience to Don Juan de Acuha, who 
had recently come from Flanders ; and the same day 
a rumour was brought by the Count of Oropesa that 
the Duke of Alba had lately arrived at Bruxelles, 
and proposed resigning the viceroyalty of Naples, 
and the command of the army in Italy. At this 
rumour Charles displayed more displeasure than j 
(iuixada thought good for his health ; and he refused 
to listen to the despatches from court relating to the 
Italian affaiis until some days after they had anived. 

When at last he permitted them to be read, and Piuiip’'. 

treaty with 

heard the secret aiticles of the treaty with the Pope, tiiePopc 
he only remarked that the reserved conditions n eie 
as bad as those which had been made public. 

Disgraceful as the treaty was, the aiigei felt by 
the Empcioi may perhaps have arisen paitly liocause t^nuith 
the negotiations had been conducted without his 
knowledge or consent. IMiilip’s love of tcmpoiisiiig 
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OH yiir. was notorious; “ Time and I against two,” ^ was his 
1558 favourite adage; and he often bought time at the 
price of golden opportunity. When the victory of 
St, Quentin had compelled the recall of Guise, Borne 
was so completely in the power of Alba, that there 
was no visible motive for hastening the Pope’s 
deliverance. Had the King wished to consult his 
father, an armistice of a few weeks would have given 
sufficient time for communication between Bruxelles 
and Yuste. It is therefore most probable that 
Philip, making, for reasons which he did not wish to 
explain, a peace which he felt the Emperor must 
disapprove, purposely withheld from him any know¬ 
ledge of the treaty until it was actually signed and 
sealed. It is certain that great and unaccountable 
delay took place in laying before him some of the 
Duke of subsequent transactions in Italy. Thus, although a 

his^are rumour of Alba’s departure had reached Yuste on 

the loth January, it was not until the 27th that a 
letter, addressed to the Emperor by Alba himself, 
and dated so far back as the 23rd September 1557, 

I reached Yuste by the hands of Luis de Avila. This 
, letter announced that peace had been coneludcd, 
j and described the state of matters at Eomo; and 
further said that as the King’s affairs wcic now in 
a prosperous condition, the Duke intended soon to 


^ “ Tiorapo y yo paia otios dos 
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avail himself of His Majesty’s promise that his term o h vii i. 
of service in Italy should he short, and to embark for *ss8. 
Lombardy; after which he trusted ere long to kiss 
the Emperor’s hand, and ask for some repose firom 
his fatigues of twenty-five years. To this letter 
Charles deigned no answer, nor did he make any 
remark upon it, but refused to listen to its details of 
public affairs, with which he said he was already 
acquainted. 

Alba was at this time already in the Netherlands. 

He was soon followed thither by Cardinal Carafifa, 
the nephew to whom Paul IV. entrusted the duty of 
driving a bargain with the King of Spain about the 
money or territory with which the pontifical family 
were to be bribed over to keep the peace ^—a 
negotiation which the greedy churchman prolonged 
I until far into the spring. Philip received the Duke 
with all demonstrations of favour and gratitude, and 
was about to appoint him to an important post in ' 

Spain. A turn m the tide of events, however, 
induced him to alter this lesolution, and to keep 
him about his own person in the capacity of Pie- 
sidcnt of the Council of War 

I'he Emperor, on the other hand, remained unie- 
toncilcd to the shameful peace with the Caraflas, 
nor did he ever foigivc Alba liis share in the tiaiis- 


^ A Andiea, Guwiade Roma^ ACjp 315 
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OH. vm. action. The Duke was anxious to ascertain his 
1538. opinion of his conduct in remaining at court, and 
to obtain permission to visit him at Yuste; and 
G^aztelu was therefore privately desired hy Vazquez 
to note whatever fell from him on these topics. But 
Charles would neither express his opinion, nor 
accord the permission required, showing a disposi¬ 
tion, when his anger had cooled, rather to avoid the 
subject than to forgive the Duke. Only two months 
before his death, hearing that Philip had presented 
Alba with 150,000 ducats, he remarked that the 
King of Spain did more for the Duke of Alba than 
the Duke of Alba had ever done for the King of 
Spain. 

But, on the whole, the Emperor’s displeasure, 
though very mortifying, was rather creditable to the 
Duke. In his conduct towards the Pope, Alba had 
exactly fulfilled his sovereign’s commands, though 
he never approved of his policy. To kiss the toe of 
Paul, in the name of his master, he felt like an act 
of personal dishonour; and he said, even in the 
pontiff’s presence-chamber, to some of the Haliaii 
loaders, “Weic I King of Spain, Cardinal Carafla 
should have gone to Bruxelles and done on his knees 
' what I have done this day to the Pope ” ’ The 
I shameful homage paid, the pontiff loaded him wilh 

^ A. deCastio, Los TtoUsUhiUs Bsyanolcsj i. p, 131 
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honours and caresses; he invited him to dinner; 
and he offered to make over to him all the Chiu'ch 
patronage of the Holy See on his estates in Spain, 
But this offer Alba declined, saying that the conces¬ 
sion and the acceptance of such a boon would be 
liable to suspicion, which it was better to avoid.^ 
Had the Emperor known of this noble act of self- 
denial, and of the reluctance with which his old 
comrade in arms had signed the treaty, he would 
surely have regarded him with different feelings; 
and, as it would have been easy for Alba to bring 
these facts under his notice, it is fair to conclude 
that he bore the undeserved blame from a sense of 
chivalrous honour to the king whom he served. 

For the chagrin suffered by the Emperor in Itahan 
politics, little compensation was afforded by the 
state of things in the north. The victory of St. 
Quentin, signal as it was, and important as it ought 
to have been, had but a slight and transitoiy effect 
upon the fortune of the war. The timid and pro- 
ciastinating policy of Philip II had already let slip 
the o]rportunitics afforded by that battle, as his 
l)lind bigotry afterwards doomed to death the gallant 
Egmont, Avhosc prowess had canned the day. The 
French king had been allmved not only to rally 
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on. vin. his forces, but once more to cross the frontiers of 
iss8. Flanders. The Duke of Nevers retook Ham: Genlis 
Spanish put 1,200 Spaniards to the sword at Chaulny. Guise, 

° brnning to wipe away his disgraces in the Abruzzi 

and the Roman plains, suddenly appeared before 
Calais on the first night of the new year. Trust¬ 
ing to the strength of the fortifications, and to the 
surrounding marshes, which made the place almost 
an island in winter, the English government had for 
some years past, in a spirit of fatal economy, with¬ 
drawn great part of the garrison at that season. 
The only approaches by land were guarded by the 
forts of Risbank and Newnham Bridge. These Guise 
attacked at night, and was master of in the morniug. 
The roar of his artillery was heard at Dover; but 
a storm dispersed the squadron which put out with I 
relief. After some days of desultory and desperate | 
fighting, Lord Wentworth struck his flag; the English 
troops filed off under a guaid of Scottish archers; 
and the key of France, which two centuries before 
had resisted, for eleven months, Edward III. fresh 
from Cressy, was restored in one week to the house 
of Valois. The honour of having first conceived 
and planned the enterprise belonged to the admiral 
Coligny, still a prisoner of war in the hands of the 
Duke of Savoy. But Guise had nobly retrieved las 
laurels; and it would have been sufficient for las 
military glory, had he been victor only in his two 
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sieges—^the most remarkable of the age—the heroic oh. viii, 
defence of Metz, and the dashing capture of Calais. 

France was in an uproar of exultation; St. Quentin 
was forgotten; and loud and long were the paeans 
of the Parisian wits, “replenished with scoffs and 
unmeasured terms against the English,” who, in 
falling victims to a daring stratagem, gave, as it 
seemed to these poetasters, a signal proof of .the 
immemorial “ perfidy ” of Albion.^ 

The news of the loss of Calais reached Valladolid Bmp^or's 

mortinca- 

at the end of January, and Yuste on the and *>01“ 
February. In both places they were received with 
little less sorrow and alarm than they had caused 
in London. In the exploit of Guise the Emperor 
lamented not only a loss and an affront suffered 
by the nation of which his son was king, but an J 
important accession to the strength of the most 
formidable neighbour of the Spanish Netherlands. 

The word Calais, which Mary Tudor dolefully 
declared to be written on her heai-t, was also ever 
on the tongue of her kinsman Charles. For days 
he spoke of nothing else, recuning perpetually to 
the sore subject, and saying that now there was 
nothing but the castle of Ghent between the French 
and Bruxelles. To his secretary Gaztelu he con¬ 
fessed that he had never in his life received so 

^ HoUinshed, C/ironbcle&y 6 vols. 4to, London, 1808, iv p 93 
VOL. V. It 
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OH. vni. painful a blow; and he wrote in the most urgent 
iss8 terms to the Princess-Eegent, telling her that every 
nerve must now be strained to raise money to repair 
the loss, and reinforce the King’s army. The 
chamberlain shared his master’s feelings; and in 
his letter on the occasion to Vazquez, severely criti¬ 
cised the Castilian leaders for their remissness, and 
prophesied that Gravelines, Nieuport, and Dun¬ 
kirk would likewise soon fall into the hands of the 
enemy. 

Eepoit of As a slight consolation for the loss of Calais, came 

or^eTnf a promise of a new heir to the kingdom, in the 
n shape of a report of the pregnancy of the Queen—a 
pregnancy in which, however, few people believed, 
except poor Mary herself, and which was, in truth, 
nothing more than the crisis of the dropsy, which in 
a few months gave her crown to Elizabeth, released 
Her death, her people from the hateful yoke of Philip, and 
enabled the mind of England once more to march 
in the noble path of civil and religious freedom. 
Empeior’s In this gloomy time of disaster, the Emperor con- 

gout, , 

tinned to suffer from gout, which sometimes so com¬ 
pletely disabled his fingers, that instead of signing 
the necessary despatches, he was obliged to seal 
them with a small private signet. In spite of his 
eider-down robes and quilts, he lay in bed shivering, 
and complaining of cold in his bones. Ilis appetite 
j was beginning to fail him, but his repasts, though 
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diminished in quantity, •were still of a quality to oh viii 
perplex the doctor, consisting principally of the ^sss. 
rich fish which he could neither dine without nor 
digest. His favourite beverage at this time was vino 
hastardo, a sweet wine made from raisins, and 
brought from Seville, and long popular in England.^ 

When he got a little better, he ate, in spite of all 
remonstrances, some raw oysters, a rash act upon 
which Quixada remarked despairingly to the sec¬ 
retary of state, “Surely kings imagine that their 
stomachs are not made like other men's.” 

Meanwhile the Queens of France and Hungary Meeting 
effected their meeting with their daughter and niece^ 
the Infanta Mary of Portugal. Early in January, ' 

that princess arrived at Elvas in great state, attended J | 

by a gallant following of the Portuguese nobility. 

After some points of etiquette had been argued and 
adjusted, she crossed the plains of the Guadiana, 
and having been received in due form by a party of 
Spanish nobles at the border rivulet of Caya, she 
finally reached the longing arms of her mother. 

Don Antonio Puertocarrero was sent down from 
Valladolid to offer her the congratulations of the 
Princess-Eegent, to which were added those of the 
Emperor, the envoy having likewise received, as he 

* Piince Ilal {Henry IV, Act ii. sc 4, 1 . 82), icmaiks, “Wliy, tlien, 
youi brown bostaid is youi only dunk ” 


26 o 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CH VIII. passed, credentials at Yuste. At Badajoz the Infanta 
isss. remained for twenty days, during which time her 
mother and aunt exhausted all their arguments and 
caresses in the attempt to induce her to settle in 
Spain.^ Queen Eleanor gave her jewels to the value 
of 50,000 ducats, and Queen Mary added a quantity 
of rich dresses and household plenishing. But her 
heart was sealed against the laud of which she had 
hoped to be queen, and against the nearest and 
tenderest ties of her Spanish blood. She therefore 
remained inflexible in her determination to return 
to Portugal, and bade an eternal farewell to her 
weeping mother with no visible marks of concern. 
During her stay at Badajoz, however, she was care- i 
fill to fulfil the laws of etiquette to the letter, and ; 
accordingly despatched Don Emanuel de Melo to 
present her compliments to the Regent and the 1 
Emperor. Her ambassador travelled with unusual 
magnificence, and with his cavalcade of fifty horse¬ 
men excited great stir in Quacos and at Yuste. 
uave^ February the Queens set out fiom 

Badajoz. Badajoz, and the Emperor sent Gaztelu down to 
Tmxillo to meet them on the road. But they had 
accomplished only three leagues of their journey, 

I 1 A pietty full account of the visit aviU be found in Fr Miguel P*icheco, 
Vida de Dona Maria, fos 80-81 The beauty and wit of the little court 
, was Doha Felipa de Mendoga, who was the lady m whose honour the 
, gieatest feats of prowess and skill woie peifoimed in the Canas and 
I Sortija. 
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when Eleanor, who had been suffering at Badajoz 
with her usual asthma, and a slight attack of fever, 
was taken seriously ill at Talaverilla, a small ague- 
stricken town on a melancholy plain. Dr. Cornelio, 
who was in attendance, had the worst opinion of 
her case. Intelligence of her danger was imme¬ 
diately sent off to the Infanta, who was still on 
the frontier of Portugal, but who, nevertheless, re¬ 
fused to set foot again in Spain. A cornier was 
likewise despatched to Yuste, whence Qmxada 
was ordered instantly to ride post to Talaverilla. 
Gaztelu, who had probably met the courier on the 
road, as he was going to TruxiUo, arrived first, on 
the morning of the i8th February. He found the 
Queen sitting in her chair, panting for breath, and 
suffering much pain; but in full possession of her I 
faculties, and listening with eager interest to some 
business of her daughter’s. At six in the evening, 
however, he was hastily sent for to take leave of 
her; her strength was then utterly exhausted, and 
she was lying in a state of stupor; the Bishop of 
Palencia standing at her side in his robes, ready 
to administer the last solemn iite of the Chuicli. 
On healing the secretary announced, she roused liei- 
self for a moment, and said, “ Tell ray brother, the 
Empeioi, that he must take caie of my daughter, 
the Infanta.” With her last thoughts thus fixed 
upon the thankless child who had been the idol of 
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gH. vni. her life, she sank again into unconsciousness; and 
1558- within an hour, her loving heart had ceased to 

Dies, beat; and the long account of her gentle deeds, 

her womanly self-sacrifices, and her meekly-borne 
sorrows, was closed for ever. Luis de Avila, who 
stood by her dying bed, truly described her “ as the 
gentlest and most guileless creature he had ever 
known, and as one who left no better being in the 
world.” Quixada galloped into the town just in 
time to see her before she expired, and immediately, 
in a few simple lines of honest emotion, communi¬ 
cated the event to his master at Yuste. 

The remains of the Queen weie deposited at | 
Merida, and afterwards gathered to those of her 1 

kindred at the Escorial. Her desire was that the | 

interment should be simple and private, and that the 1 
money which more sumptuous obsequies would have ' 
leaving her cost should be giveu to the poor. Under her will, 

fortune to .» 

theinfanta her uudutiful daughter became her universal legatee, 

of Porbu- ^ ^ ’ 

and inherited a vast quantity of plate, jewels, and 

I j tapestry, sundry large sums due to the Queen by the 

I crowns of France and Spam, and various loidships 
^ in Castile and Languedoc; a heritage which, with 
her patrimonial portion and her towns of Viseu and 
Torres Vedras, made her one of the greatest matches 
in Europe.^ On the death of his English queen. 


^ Dam. de Goes, Chronica do Hei D. Emanuel, iv. fol. 84 
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Philip the Pradent once more turned his thoughts oavin. 
to his forsaken love, and for a brief moment the ^sss. 
Portuguese Infanta was again destined for the 
Spanish throne. A successful rival, however, again 
intervened in the shape of peace with France, and 
a young, lovely, and well-dowered daughter of 
Valois. Fate had marked Mary of Avis for single- 
blessedness; and in spite of aU the attempts made 
on her behalf, she died unmarried, a fact which 
Portuguese historians patriotically ascribe to her 
unwillingness to deprive Portugal of her splendid 
dowry. Her grand-nephew, Don Sebastian, became 
heir to the residue of her fortune that remained 
after the completion of her splendid mausoleum, in 
the chapel of Our Lady of Light, and of the nun¬ 
neries and other rehgious edifices, which her lavish 
piety had founded in all parts of the kingdom.^ 

Queen Mary mourned for her sister with the Gmfof 

Queen 

mourning of true sorrow and affection. Tendeily Maiy, 
attached to each other, they had been for ten 
years inseparable companions. Notwithstanding her 
desire to see her daughter, Eleanor had refused to 
leave the Netherlands until Maiy was also free to 
seek repose in Spam; ^ and Maiy had made the care 
of Eleanor’s declining health the chief occupation of 

1 Pedro do Maiiz, Dialogos de Varia Historia, sm. 8vo, Lisbon, 1594, 
fol. 205 

- Papiers (le Granvelle^ iv, p. 477 
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her retirement. After the funeral rites were over, 
when Gaztelu and Quixada were setting out to 
Yiiste, the Queen of Hungary, in giving them a 
parting audience, was so overcome with grief, that 
her messages to her brother were drowned in sobs 
and tears. The Emperor, on receiving the news, 
likewise wept bitterly, and displayed an emotion 
which he rarely felt, or, at least, rarely permitted to 
be seen. For Eleanor, although her happiness never 
stood in the way of his policy, had ever been his 
favourite sister. “ There were but fifteen months,” 
he said, “ between us in age, and in less than that 
time I shall be with her once more,”—a prophecy 
which was exactly fulfilled. The shock increased 
the violence of his disorders, and his strength was 
so much prostrated, that Gaztelu did not venture to 
tell him the intelligence which had just come, that 
Oran was again menaced by a Turkish fleet. Never¬ 
theless the invalid gave his orders about mourning 
for the household, and about the masses to be said 
for the deceased in the convent church. For many 
days he lay in bed, sometimes tossing restlessly, 
sometimes unable to move for pain, eating very httlc 
and sleeping still less It was not till the end of 
the month that he showed any symptoms of amend¬ 
ment, or was able to sit up; or to taste a dried 
herring from Burgos with a head of garlic; or to 
receive visitors. Luis de Avila was one of the first 
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inquirers who presented himself; and the Emperor 
was much the better for seeing him. From the 
deathbed scene at Talaverilla, their conyersation 
passed to war and pohtics, when the Emperor, re¬ 
curring to the loss of Calais, said that he regretted 
it like death itself. 

The Queen of Hungary arrived on the 3rd March, 
and on this occasion was lodged for some nights in 
the convent. When she visited her brother next 
morning, he was much affected on seeing Mary enter 
his room alone; and he afterwards said to Quixada, 
that until then he had not felt the reality of Queen 
Eleanor’s death. Observing the effect she had pro¬ 
duced, Queen Mary avoided it in future by going 
attended either by the chamberlain, or by Avila, or 
by the Bishop of Palencia. The course of their 
genuine natural sorrow was interrupted by the 
official semblance of woe in the shape of Don Her¬ 
nando de Eoxas, sent from Valladolid to condole 
with the court of Lisbon, and of Don Bernardino 
de Tavoia, on a similar mission from Lisbon, to the 
courts of Valladolid and Yuste. The Emperor gave 
audiences to both of these envoys, and found that 
the Poitugucse brought, on the part of his Queen, 
not only a string of decent and consolatoiy truisms, 
but some very uncomfortable intelligence of a 
Turkish descent on the African possessions of the 
house of Avis, and of the accession to power of a 
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CH. vra. new sultan of Fez, who was likely to be troublesome 
1558. to both Spain and Portugal.^ 

MMyre Queen Mary moved in a few days from Yuste to 
moves to j^gr old abode at Xarandilla. On the i5tb March 

*^>**'- she came to take leave of the Emperor, and found 

him again in bed, and suffering much pain from 
an ulcerated finger. It was the last time that 
they met in this world. She passed the night at 
Goes to Quacos, and set off next day at noon for Valladolid, 

preceded by Luis Quixada, who had started at dawn 
to provide for the evening’s repose. Some months 
afterwards she sent some illuminated choir-books to 
the monks of Yuste, as an offering to their church 
and a memorial of her visit to the convent. For 
Mary shared her brother’s tastes, and was both a | 
collector and a lover of works of art. Evidence of || 
her feeling on these matters is preserved in the 
letter relating to a portrait of her nephew Philip, 
painted by Titian, and lent by her to Philip’s 
I longing bride, Mary of England, in which she 
j displays the greatest solicitude not only that the 
I picture should be safely and speedily returned, but 
j that it should also be seen at a due distance, and m 
an advantageous light.® 

Quixada attended the Queen not solely for lu'r 


^ Menezes, Ckrdnicaf p 75. 

® Papiers d'itat de GranvellCf iv. p 150 
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convenience, but partly to communicate to the ch viii, 
Princess-Eegent some confidential instructions from isss 
the Emperor, and partly that he might now super¬ 
intend the removal of his own household from 
Vniagarcia to Quacos. He arrived at court at noon 
on the 19th, and immediately saw the Regent. His 
business was to explain the Emperor's views as Empeior 
to the best means of raising money, the great end thataho 
of all Spanish government, and to persuade the 
Princess to consult Queen Mary in aU state affairs 
of importance, and especially on topics connected 
with Flanders, which she had ruled so long and 
so wisely. With whatever deference Juana may 
have received her father’s financial advice, she 
showed no deference whatever to his second proposal. Pnnoeas- 

Regent 

She was desirous to resign the government to her refuses, 
brother, but she would on no account share it with 
her aunt. She would not even permit Quixada to 
mention the Empeior’s wish to the Council of State. 

She was willing that Mary’s treasurer should be 
heard occasionally befoie the Council, but as he 
was a Frenchman, and therefore not entirely to be 
liusted, oven this concession must be cautiously 
used. But as to allowing the Queen herself a voice 
as a matter of right, that, she said, she could never 
agree to ; for Mary’s temper was well known to be 
so imperious that were she permitted to meddle at 
all, she would soon make herself mistress of the 
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OH. vin. whole state. Besides, when she herself was ap- 
1558. pointed Eegent, no such interference with her 
power was proposed or even contemplated; and in 
short, if the point were insisted on, she would 
resign the government.^ The point was not insisted 
on, and Queen Mary fixed her residence at Cigales, 
a hamlet near which there was a small royal seat, 
about two leagues from the capital, crowning a 
vine-clad height on the western side of the vale of 
the Pisuerga. 

Emperor’s The Emperor’s scheme of finance seems to have 
finance. been submitted by the Princess to the Council, for 
a memorial on the subject was immediately prepared 
by that body, and forwarded for approval to Yuste. 
This document suggested, as a means of raising 
funds, an increase in the price of salt, the sale of 
certain lands belonging to the military orders, the 
I sale of certain honorary offices and of patents of 
nobility (hidalguias), and the sale of acts or patents 
conferring legitimacy on the children of the clergy 
SaviUa The inquiry into the Seville bullion case con- 

bullion . 1 • 1 1 1 1 

ease. j tinued to drag its slow length along, with icsults 
' which were submitted at intervals to the Emperor. 
Some of the merchants, accused of being avciso to 
the seizure of their property, having informed on 

\Quixada‘jto Erap, 19th Maich [Gacliaid, liehaite it Moii, torn n 
P 330] > and Prince&s to Enip., 22nd Maich 1558 [ibid p 347] Gon¬ 
zalez MS. 
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each other, he advised that free pardon should be o h. vm . 
offered to all shipmasters and sailors who should ^sss. 
give evidence leading to further discoveries. Nothing 
worthy of note was elicited, but the facts that there 
was hardly a trader in Seville who was not guilty 
of concealing his gold and silver; and that, so great 
was the distrust of the royal mint, that some of 
the importers made quoits {tejuelos) of those precious 
metals, hoping that, in that humble disguise, they 
might escape the vigilance of the royal searchers. 

A proof of the straits to which the treasury was 
reduced is found in a fresh skirmish which took 
place between the self-willed Grand - Inquisitor, 

Valdes, and the court. Some months before, the 
Emperor had written to the Pnncess that so soon j 

as the body of his mother, the late Queen Juana, i 1 

should be considered sufficiently dry, it was to j to 
be transferred with proper state from Tordesillas 
to Granada, and there laid beside her husband, 

Philip the Handsome, in the magnificent tomb of 
white maiblc, wrought by the delicate chisel of 
Vigarny, in the chapel - royal of the cathedral. 

Towaids the end of March, the weather being 
favouiable, and the royal corpse being pronounced 
ripe for removal, the Marquess of Comares and the 
Giand-Inquisitor were ordered to hold themselves 
in readiness to escort it on the journey. But the 
prelate excused himself, on the plea that he must 
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OH VHi. attend to the business of the Holy OflBlce, and to the 
1558 souls of the Moriscos of Valladolid. The Princess, 
on the other hand, not only refused to admit this 
excuse, but said that it was an excellent opportunity 
for him to visit his diocese, from which he had 
been long absent, and she therefore ordered him 
to proceed on the journey, and return by way of 
Seville. With this new order the Archbishop flatly 
refused to comply, alleging that since a certain 
decree of the Council of Trent, which had greatly 
extended the powers of chapters, he had been 
waging such a war with his canons that it was 
utterly impossible for him to honour them with his 
presence. The Infanta, finding him thus stubborn, ! 
referred the matter to the Council, which at once * 
decided against the recusant. Still the Archbishop I 
held out, setting forth the hardship of his case in 
letters, each of which was more cool, plausible, and 
copious than the one before it; and at last hint¬ 
ing that, if he were left to choose his own time, 
he would go down to Granada, and find means 
of levying on the Moriscos there a fine of 100,000 
1 ducats for the royal service. The bait took, and 
the insolent old churchman was left to pursue, 
undisturbed, his present course of cruelty and 
exaction at Valladolid ; and another holy man was 
appointed to pray beside the crazy Queen’s coffin 
as it journeyed to the tomb. 
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TJnder a course of sarsaparilla and an infusion oh. viu. 
of liquorice the Emperor’s health improved as the 
genial spring weather came on But his attack of 
gout had shaken him considerably, and for many 
weeks painful twinges were apt to revisit his arms 
and knees. Nor was he so fit for exercise as he had 
been during the previous year; and his gun ceased 
to persecute the wood-pigeons in the walnut trees. 

But he was still able to sit or saunter among his new 
parterres, bright and fingrant with vernal flowers, 
and to superintend the progress of his fountain and 
summer-house, which were ready in summer to shed 
their coolness and offer their shade. To his family 
of pets the Queen of Portugal added in April a pair 
of very small Indian cats, and a parrot, gifted with 
wonderful faculties of speech, which soon became | 
the favourite of the palace, 1 

The Emperor’s punctual attendance, whenever his 1 iin fond- 

^ ^ noss for 

health permitted, on leligious rites in church, and 
his fondness for finding occasion for extraordinary “"“'ss 
functions there, won him golden opinions among 
the friars On each ist of May, during his stay at 
the convent, he caused funeral honours to be cele¬ 
brated for his Empress with great pomp, and a 
liberal allowance of tapers When he himself had 
completed a year of residence, some good-hnmouied 
bantering passed between him and the master of the 
novices, about its being now time for him to make 
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profession: and he afterwards declared, as the friars 
averred, that he was prevented from taking the vows, 
and becoming one of themselves, only by the state 
of his health. 

St. Bias’s Day, 1558, the anniversary of his arrival, 
was held as a festival, and celebrated by masses, the 
Te Deum, a procession, and a sermon by Villalva. 
In the afternoon, the Emperor, who was unfor¬ 
tunately confined to bed, and unable to appear,^ 
provided a sumptuous repast for the whole convent 
out of doors, it being the custom of the fraternity 
to mark any accession to their numbers by a picnic. 
The country people of the Vera sent a quantity of 
partridges and kids to aid the feast, which was also 
enlivened by the presence of many of the Flemish 
retainers, male and female, from the village of 
Quacos. The piior provided a more permanent 
memorial of the day by opening a new book foi 
the names of brethren admitted to the convent, on 
the] .first leaf of which the Emperor insciibed his 
name, an autograph which was the piide of the 
archives until they were destroyed by the dragoons 
of Buonaparte. 

On the first Sunday after he came to the convent, 
as he went to mass, he observed the friar, who was 
sprinkhng the holy water, hesitate as he approached 


^ Bakhuizen van den Brink, La Rcfraite, ]) 39 
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to be aspersed. Taking the hyssop, therefore, from ch. vin. 
his hand, he bestowed a plentiful shower upon ^sss. 
his own face and clothes, saying, as he returned 
the instrument, “This, father, is the way you must 
do it next time.” Another friar offering the pyx 
containing the holy wafer to his lips, in a similarly 
diffident manner, he took it into his hands, and not 
only kissed it fervently, but applied it to his forehead 
and eyes with true Oriental reverence. 

Feasting being his greatest pleasure, he considered and fasts, 
fasting at due times and seasons the first of human 
duties; and during his last Lent in Flanders, he had 
specially charged the papal nuncio to grant licenses 
for the use of meat to no member of his house¬ 
hold, except the sick whose lives were in danger.^ 
Although provided with an indulgence for eating ' 

( bcfoio communion, he never availed himself of it 
but when suffering from extreme debility; and he 
always heard two masses on the days when he 
paitook of the solemn rite. 

lie usually heaid mass from the window of his 
bedchamber, which looked into the church : but 
at complines ho went up into the choir with the 
fathers, and prayed iii a devout and audible voice 
in Ins tribune. During the season of Lent, which 
came round twice during his residence at Yuste, he 

‘ liclati07ic of l'?nilovaio Sec siijjia, cliap. iii p 8o, note 
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regularly appeared on Fridays in Ms place in the 
choir, and, at the end of the appointed prayers, ex¬ 
tinguishing the taper which he, like the rest, held 
in Ms hand, he flogged Mmself with such sincerity 
of purpose that the scourge was stained with blood, 
and the pious singularly edified. Some of these 
ensanguined scourges, found in his chamber after Ms 
death, became precious heirlooms in the house of 
Austria, and honoured relics at the Escorial.^ Ever 
strict in requiring his Flemish servants to assemble 
for confession on the stated days when their country¬ 
man, the Flemish chaplain, came over from Xaran- 
dilla,* he was especially strict in causing them all, 
down to the meanest scullion, to communicate on 
Ash Wednesday; and on that occasion, ho would 
stand on the highest step of the altai', to observe 
if the muster was complete. On Holy Thursday, his 
mfiimities did not permit him to perform the royal 
lite of washing the feet of thirteen poor men ; but 
it was performed in his presence by Ins chaplain, 
and was followed by the usual distribution of food 
and aims.” 


j ^ They wcic seen and handled Iheic iii the next centiuy hy (iaspai 
! Scioppms, as he lelates in Ins caustic book against Stuid.i, lujumiu 
j Famiam, i2mo, Amsteid , 1663, p iS lie addb that, being wliIl .stained 
; with the blood of Charles, they could have ‘‘given little iiiiiii to Llio 
I backs ” of the Philips, his descendants, p. 19. 

2 Supia, chap v p 162. 

' 3 Bakhuizen van den Brink, La Rctmite, p 39 
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On Good Friday, he went forth at the head of his 
household to adore the holy cross; and, although he 
was so infirm that he was almost carried by the men 
on whom he leaned, he insisted upon prostrating 
himself three times upon the ground, in the manner 
of the friars, before he approached the blessed 
symbol with his lips. 

The feast of St. Matthias, a saint whose name he 
bore, he always celebrated with peculiar devotion as 
a day of great things in his life, being the day of 
his birth, his coronation, the victories of Bicocca 
and Pavia, and the birth of his son Don John of 
Austria. On this festival, therefore, he appeared at 
mass in a dress of ceremony, and wearing the collar 
of the Golden Fleece, and at the offertory expressed 
his gratitude by an oblation of as many crowns as 
his life numbered years. The church was thronged 
with strangers, and the crowd from distant villages 
was so great, that a second office and sermon took 
place outside, beneath the shadow of the great 
walnut tree of Yuste. The concourse was attracted 
by a plenary indulgence granted on that day by 
special Papal decree, and enjoyed by the coment 
until the pii\ liege was transferred with the Em¬ 
peror’s bones to the Escorial * 

The Emperor hved with the fiiais on terms of 
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^ Daklmizou vau ilen Dunk, La llUicutCt p. 39 
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CH. Tin. firiendly familiarity, of which they were very proud, 
iss8. and his household somewhat ashamed. He always 
Hisfami- insisted on his confessor being seated in his presence, 

lianty "witli , ^ i 

thefnaas and wouM ncver listen to the entreaties of the 
modest divine, that he should at least be allowed to 
stand when the chamberlain or any one else came 
into the room. “ Have no care of this matter. Fray 
Juan,” he would say, “ since you are my father in 
confession, and I am equally pleased by your sitting 
in my presence, and by your blushing when caught 
in the act.” He knew all the friars by sight and by 
name, and frequently conversed with them, as well 
as with the prior; and he received their presents of 
Jfriiit with a courtesy as punctilious as the gifls of 
a prelate or a duchess. When the visitors of the 
ordei paid their triennial visit of inspection to Yustc, 
thex represented to him, with all respect, that Ilis ' 
Majesty himself was the only inmate of the convent * 
with whom they had any fault to find ; and they 
entreated him to discontinue the benefactions which 
he was in the habit of bestowing on the iiatcrnity, 
and which it was against their rule for Jeron}niilcs to 
receive. One of his favourites was the lay-biotlici, 
Alonso Alonso Mudaiia,^ who, after having filled oflice.s of 
trust in the state, w’as now working out liis owni 
salvation as cook to the convent. This worthy hud 



^ [See SsUpi.i, cliap v p 150] 
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au only daughter, who did not shave her father’s o h yi 
contempt for mundane things. When she came ’'sss 
with her husband to visit him at Yuste, emerging 
from among the pots in his dirtiest apron, he thus 
addressed her : “Daughter, behold my gala apparel; 
obedience is now my pleasure and my pride; for 
you, with your silks and vanities, I entertain a pro¬ 
found pity! ” So saying, he returned to his cook¬ 
ing, and would never see her again, an effort of 
holiness to which he appears to owe his place in the 
chronicles of the order. 

Once the Emperor honoured the friars with his Empero 
company at dinner in their refectory. It was on the 

r j J refectory 

6th June 1557, being St. Vincent’s Day; and the 
illustrious guest was observed to be in particularly 
good spirits A table was laid for him apart, near 
a sideboard, on which Van Male, his sole attendant, I 
carved the meats as they came. The cookery of the 
austere Fray Alonso did not seem to be to the taste 
of his imperial friend, who ate little, and left several 
of the dishes untouched. The piior expressing 
his regret that the fare did not please, Chailes 
assured him that everything was excellent, and that 
lie expected that the untasted meats would be put 
aside for him foi another meal ^ 

While the Emperor’s servants were surprised by his 


B.iUiuizcn \aii Ueu I’link, f a Kelutilt, ]» 37 
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familiarity with the stupid friars, the friars marvelled 
at his forbearance with his careless servants. They 
noted his patience with Adrian the cook, although 
it was notorious that he left the cinnamon, which his 
master loved, out of the dishes whereof it was the 
proper seasoning; and how mildly he admonished 
Pelayo the baker, who, getting drunk'and neglect¬ 
ing his oven, sent up burnt bread, which must have 
sorely tried the toothless gums of the Emperor. 
Nevertheless, the old military habits of the recluse 
had not altogether forsaken him; and there were 
occasions in which he showed himself something of 
a martinet in enforcing the discipline of his house¬ 
hold and the convent. Observing in his walks, or 
from his window, that a certain basket daily went ^ 
j and came between his garden and the garden of the ' 
j friars, he sent for Moron, minister of the horticultural 
1 department, and caused him to institute a search, of 
j which the result was the harmless discovery that the 
. cepevorous Flemings were in the habit of bartering 
' egg-plants with the friars foi double rations of onions. 
The confessor Eegla had gone one day, without 
asking leave, to borrow some books of a friend at 
Plasencia. The Emperor happening to call foi liim, 
and learning his absence, immediately despatched a 
mounted messenger in puisuit, to order him back. 
The order reached the poor monk just as he alighted 
at his friend’s door, after a ude of twcnly-five miles , 
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but he thought it prudent to obey it forthwith, and ch vin. 
retrace his steps to Yuste. “I would have you isss 
know, Fray Juan,” said his imperial charge, “that 
it is my pleasure that you do not stir from the con¬ 
vent without my consent.” ^ He had also been dis- He is ais- 

turbed by 

turbed by suspicious gatherings of young women, women at 
who stood gossiping at the convent gate, under gate 
pretence of receiving alms. At Yuste, the spirit of 
misogyny was less stern than it had formerly been 
at Mejorada, where the prior once assured Queen 
Mary of Castile that if she opened, as she proposed, 
a door from her palace into the conventual choir, he 
and his monks would fly horn their polluted abode." 

In his secular hfe, Charles was accused by one con¬ 
temporary® of following the ways of pious times 
“ before polygamy was made a sin,” and praised by 
another for being so severely virtuous as to shut his 
window when he saw a pretty woman pass along ' 
the street."* Here, however, he was determined that 
neither he himself, nor his servants, nor his Jerouy- 
mite hosts should be led into temptation His com- I 
plaint to the superior not sufliciently suppressing the 
evil, it was repeated to the visitors when they came 

^ M Bakbuizcn vaa den Brink, Rctyaitc clc Chmlcs V, p 31 

2 Fi. Pedio de la Vega, Cionica dc lof> fniyhi> do Sunt lliuoiuinio, lol , 

Alcalci, 1539; black lottci, fol xli 

Badovaro See cliap 111 p 80, nolo. 

^ Zenocarus, Vila Caioli K, p 268 
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their rounds. An order was then issued that the 
conventual dole, instead of being divided at the door, 
should be sent round in certain portions to the 
villages of the Vera, for distribution on the spot. 
And although it was well known that St. Jerome 
had sometimes miraculously let loose the lion, which 
always figures in his pictures, against the women 
who ventured themselves within his cloisters,’- it 
was thought prudent to adopt more sm’e and secular 
means for their exclusion. The crier therefore went 
down the straggling street of Quacos, making the 
ungallant proclamation that any woman who should 
be found nearer to the convent of Yustc than a 
certain oratory, about two gunshots from the gate, 
was to be punished with a hundred lashes 

On the 3rd May 1558, the Emperor received an 
intimation from the secretary of state that all the 
forms of his renunciation of the imperial crown hud 
been gone through, and that the act against which 
Philip and the court had so frequently remonstiatcd, 
was now complete He expressed the gicatest 
delight at this intelligence, and sending for his 
chaplain, gave orders that his name should hence¬ 
forth be omitted from the mass and other piaycrs, 
and the name of his brother Ferdinand used in its 
place. In notifying the fact to his attendants, ho 


^ P de Iti Vega, CrCmca^ fol xli 
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said, “ The name of Charles is now enough for me, 
who henceforward am nothing.” ^ In his next com¬ 
munication with Valladolid, he instructed Gaztelu 
to intimate that in future he was to be addressed, 
not as Emperor, but as a private person, and that a 
couple of seals, “without crown, eagle, fleece, or 
other device,” were to be made and forthwith sent 
for his use. In this letter the usual heading, “the 
Emperor,” was left out, and it was addressed to Juan 
Vazquez de Molina, not, as before, “ my secretrary,” 
but “ secretary of the council of the King, my son.” 
The blank seals were made and sent; but, in spite 
of Charles’s injunctions, the Princess-Kegent and all 
his other correspondents continued to address him 
by his ancient style and title of “ sacred Csesarean 
Catholic Majesty,” which indeed it would have been 
no less difiicult than absurd to change. Once he 
made a practical protest against being any longei 
considered as a royal personage. The women of 
Quacos having sent him a nosegay of fine pinks, the 
offering was conveyed in a basket which the maker 
had adorned with an imperial crown of wicker-woik 
and floweis This decoration he ordered to be taken 
away, before he would receive the pinks. 
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' Hakhnizcn x.ui dcu Brink, In JlHuxitc, p 43 






OHAPTEK IX. 

TnE INQUISITION, ITS ALLIES AND ITS VICTIMS. 

HE year 1558 is memor¬ 
able in the history of 
Spain. In that year 
was decided the ques¬ 
tion whether she was 
to join the intellectual 
movement of the north, 
or lag behind in the old 
paths of mediaeval faith ; 
whether she was to be guided by the printing-press, 
or to hold fast by her manuscript missals. It was 
in that year that she felt the first distinct shock 
of the great moral earthquake, out of which had 
already come Luther and Piotestantism, out of 
which were to come the Thirty Years’ War, the 
English Commonwealth, French revolutions, and 
modern republics The effect was visible and pal¬ 
pable, yet transient as the effect pioduced by the 
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CH. IX great Lisbon earthquake on the distant waters of 
liss Lochlomond. But to the powers that were it was 
sufficiently alarming. For some weeks a Church- 
in-danger panic pervaded the court at Valladolid 
and the cloister of Yuste; and it was feared that 
while the Most Catholic King was bringing back 
his realm of England to the true fold, Castile her¬ 
self might go astray into* the howling wilderness 
of heresy and schism. 

Churcb The harvest of Church abuses into which Luther 

abuses and 

^T^ent band thrust their sharp sickles in Germany 

had long been rank and rife to the south of the 
Pyrenees. Nor were reapers, strong, active, and 
earnest, wanting to the field. From the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, not only laymen, but even 
friars, priests, and dignitaries of the Chinch, had 
stood forth with voice and pen to make solemn 
protest against the vices of the various orders of 
the priesthood; against the greedy avarice and dis¬ 
solute lives of monks; against the regular clcigy, 
who preferred their hawks and hounds to then cures 
of souls; against oppiessivc prelates and cliapti'rs, 
j who lived in open concubinage, and heaped pio- 
. ferment upon their bastards; and even against 
; Borne itself, where all these iniquities were ])iac- 
' tised on an imperial scale, and whence Euiope was 
inigated with ecclesiastical pollution. In the icigii 
of Ferdinand and Isabella, and dining the inlamoii.s 
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papacy of Alexander VI., the disorders of the Fran- oh ix . 
ciscan mendicants had reached such a pitch of ^sss 
public scandal in Spain, that those of them who 
adhered to the party which was called cloisteral, 
in opposition to the reformed party of the ob¬ 
servants, were suppressed by law, and actually ex¬ 
pelled from their monasteries. But although this 
just and necessary measure was enforced by the 
strong hand of Ximenes, then provincial of the 
order and afterwards Cardinal-Primate, the cowled 
vagabonds who, refusing to purge and live cleanly, 
were driven from Toledo, had the audacity to file 
out of the Visagra gate in long procession, headed 
by a crucifix, and chanting the psalm which cele¬ 
brates the exodus of the people of God from the 
J bondage of Egypt.^ Abundant proof of the de- 
1 moralised state of the Spanish clergy, regular and 
secular, may be found in those collections of ob- 
sceno songs and poems, still preserved as curiosities 
in libraiies, and composed chiefly in the cloister, , 
in an age when none but churchmen wrote, and 
few but churchmen read.'^ Similar evidence, per- 

^ rxiii (mom voision cxiv ), * /// iJc Eqypio^^' 

See Eugenio do KoblG.s Valadtl Caulcnal D 1 uin Xunema dc Cibucios^ 

4to, Toledo, 1604, p 68, and Alvdi (Jomez, Dc rchn 6 gcstib aF, Xmemo 
Cbsnc! 10, 4I0, Conipluti, 1569, fol 7 

- See the cuiious essay on this subject, Ly Don Luis dc Usoz y ILio, 
prefixed to the CanciO)icio dc ob'ias de hiirlas, 4to, Valencia, 1519, 
lopililted sin Svo, T oiulou, 1S41 
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CH. IX haps still more convincing, exists in the proverbial 
1558 philosophy of Spain, that old and popular record in 
which each generation noted its experience, where 
clerical cant, greed, falsehood, gluttony, and unclean¬ 
ness are so frequently lashed, as to leave no doubt 
of the wisdom of the precept which said, “ Parson, 
friar, and Jew, friends like these eschew,”^ 

These evils were so monstrous and so crying, 
that those who denounced them enjoyed for awhile 
the support of popular feeling, and even the good¬ 
will of the secular power. But while all good 
men, both lay and ecclesiastic, deplored and even 
denounced the wickedness of churchmen, there is 
no reason to believe that they were shaken in their 
faith in the infallible Church. They abhorred the 
hireling shepherd, not only because he was hateful in 
himself, but also because they loved the true fold, of 
which he was the danger and the disgrace. Even 
the Inquisition was no enemy to reform, and al¬ 
though its chief business was to keep the Jew and 
the Moor under the yoke of enforced Chiistianily, 

^ it occasionally took cognisance of the gi’osser cases 
of clerical profligacy. Under the rule of Adiiaii of 
Utrecht, afterwards Pope, and of Cardinal MauiKpio, 
the Iloly Ofiice issued some decrees against the 

^ ClCiigo, tiaylc, 6 Judio, 110 lo tengab poi amigo ” A do Ctislio, Jms 
P) otestantes Espariolc^t p. 39, 
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heresy of Luther and against the importation of oh ix 
heretical books into Spain. But the offenders con- isss. 
demned under these laws were few, and principally 
foreigners; and the fires were usually kindled for 
victims who were supposed to pray with their faces 
turned to the east, to deal in astrology and witch¬ 
craft, to keep the Sabbath, to circumcise their chil¬ 
dren, to hate the Christian sound of bells, or to use 
the heathen luxury of the bath. 

It was not until near the middle of the century 
that the seed cast by the wayside took root in the 
stony ground of Castile. Then it was that Spanish Bibie^ 
pens began to be busy with translations of the 
Scriptures. That such translations were as yet not 
forbidden, may be inferred from the fact that the 
first work of the kind, the Castilian New Testa- [ 
ment of Enzinas, punted at Antwerp in 1543, was j 
dedicated to the Emperor Charles V In spite, 
however, of this judicious choice of a patron, the 
poor translator very shoitly found himself m piison | 
at Bruxelles, as a heretical perverter of the text. 
Notwithstanding his ill-fortune, several versions of 
the Psalms and other sacred books, and a New 
Testament in verse, were put foith from the presses 
of Antwerp and Venice Commentaries, glosses, 
dialogues, and other treatises of questionable ortho¬ 
doxy, followed in rapid succession. Their ciiculation 
in Spain became so extensive that the Inquisition 
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OH. IX interfered with fresh laws and increased severities. 

1558. The stoppage of the regular trafiSc only stimulated 
public curiosity, and the forbidden tracts were 
soon smuggled in bales by the muleteers over the 
mountains from Huguenot Beame, or run in casks 
by English or Dutch traders, on the shores of 
Andalusia. Sometliing like public opinion began 
to gather and stir; strange questions were raised 
m the schools of Alcald and Salamanca; strange 
doctrines were spoken from cathedral pulpits, and 
whispered in monastic cloisters ; and high matters 
of faith, which had been formerly left to the entire 
control of the clergy, were handled by laymen, and 
even by ladies, at Seville and Valladolid. No I 
longer contented with pointing out the weather- 1 
stains and rents in the huge ecclesiastical fabric, ^ 
reformers began to pry with inconvenient curiosity 
into the nature of its foundations. But no sooner 
had the first stroke fallen upon that venerable 
accumulation of ages than the chiefs of tlie black 
' garrison at once saw the full extent ol their danger 
To them the rubbish on the surface being fai more 
productive, was at least as sacied a.s the eternal 
rock beneath. Wisely, Iheiefoio, postponing tlieii 
private differences to a fitter season of adjustment, 
they sallied forth upon the foe, armed with all the 
power of the state as well as with all the ten 01 
of the keys. The unhappy inquiiers, uncertain 
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of their own aims and plans, were not supported 
by any of those political chances and necessities 
which aided the triumph of religious reform in 
other lands. The battle was therefore short, the 
carnage terrible, and the victory so signal and 
decisive, that it remains to this day a source of 
shame or of pride to the zealots of either party, 
who still love the sound of the polemic trumpet. 
The Protestant must confess that the new religion 
has never succeeded in eradicating the old, even 
amongst the freest and boldest of the Teutonic 
people. The Catholic, on the other hand, may fairly 
boast, that in the Iberian peninsula the seeds of 
reform were crushed by Eome at once and for ever. 

What the new tenets were can hardly be made 
clear to us, since they were not clear to the un- 
happy persons who were burned for holding them. 
Protestant divines have assumed that these tenets 
were Protestant, on account of the savage vengeance 
with which they were pursued by the Church. In 
one feature these dead and forgotten dogmas have 
some interest for the philosopher, in the glimmering 
perception which appears in them, that tolerance 
is a Christian duty ; that honesty in matters of 
belief, is of far greater moment than the actual 
quality of the belief; and that speculative error 
can never be corrected, or kept at bay, by civil 
punishment. Yet none of the so-called Spanish 
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CH. IX. Protestants have enunciated these sentiments so 
1558. clearly as the Benedictine Virues in his treatise 
against the opinions of Luther and Melancthon.^ 
Had time been given for the new spirit of inquiry 
to shape itself into some definite form, it would 
doubtless have greatly modified the character of 
Spanish religion; although it is scarcely probable 
that it would have led the children of the south, 
with their warm blood and tendency to sensuous 
symbolism, into that track of severe and progressive 
speculation, into which reform conducted the people 
of the north. But inquiry demands time ; and the 
Church being too wise to trifle with so deadly a 
foe, it was strangled in the cradle by the iron gripe 
of the inquisitor. Pines, confiscation, the dungeon, 
the galleys, the rack, and the fire, admonished men 
to believe without questioning; and engendered 
the popular feeling that learning was indeed a 
dangerous thing, a feeling which early embodied 
itself in the form of a proverb, often cast by serene 
ignorance in the teeth of the toiling student, “ He 
is so learned that he runs the risk of turning 
Lutheran.” ^ 

It would be curious to investigate the causes to 

^ Quoted by A de Cabtio, Los P) oiestanics Espafiolcs, p 62 
^ **Es tan docto quecstdoii pehgio deber Lulliei.ino ” piuii Valcia, 

^^a!/toriacio?t pie fixed to liis Castilian Bible, Amsioid.iiii, 1602, and 
quoted by A. de Castro, Los Protcstantcs EspaiiolcSi p 84 
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OH. K national glory, and her strong hold, if not on the 
iss8. affections, at least on the antipathies of the people. 
The Moorish wars, which had been brought to a 
close within the memory of men still alive, had been 
eminently wars of religion and of race; they were 
domestic crusades, which had endured for eight 
centuries, and in which the Church had led the 
van; and in which the knights of Castile deemed it 
no disloyalty to avow that they had been guided to 
victory rather by the cross of Christ than by the 
castles and lions of their beloved Isabella, Deeply ' 
significant of the spirit of the enterprise and the age 
was the fact, that it was the sacred cross of Toledo, 
the symbol of primacy borne before the Grand- | 
Cardinal Mendoza, which was solemnly raised, in ' 
the sight of the conquerors of Granada, when the ' 
crescents were flung down from the red toweis of the 
mountain palace of the Moors.^ Since tliat proud 
day, the Church, once more militant under Cardinal 
j Ximenes, had carried the holy war into Africa, and 
j gained a footing in the land of Tank and the Saracen, 
i AU good Christians devoutly believed, with the 
■ chronicler,that “ powder burned against the infidel 
was sweet incense to the Lord.” In Spain itself 

r 

^ Pedro de Salazar, Cromm dc. cl gran Gardened D. Pcdi o Gonutlez tie 
Mendoga^ fol, Toledo, 1625, p 256. 

® Gonz Fernandez de Oviedo, QuincitagcnaSf quoted by Prescott, 
Hist, of Ferdvmnd and Isabella, 
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there was still a large population, of Moorish blood, | oh. ii. 
which made a garden of many a pleasant valley, and ^sss. 
a fortress of many a mountain range, and which, 
although Christian in name, was well known to be 
Moslem in heart and secret practice, and to be 
anxiously looking to the Great Turk for deliverance 
from thraldom. Every city, too, had its colony of 
Hebrews, wretches who accumulated untold wealth, 
eschewed pork and holy water, and ate the paschal 
lamb. Against these domestic dangers the Church 
kept watch and ward, doing, with the full approval 
of the Christian people, aU that cruelty and bad 
faith could do to make Judaism and Islamism 
I eternal and implacable. When the Barbary pirates 
sacked a village on the shores of Spain, or made 
a prize of a Spanish galley at sea, it was the Church | 
who sent forth those peaceful crusaders, the white- ' 
robed friars of the Order of Mercy, to redeem the 
captives from African bondage. In Spain, there¬ 
fore, heresy, or opposition to the authority of the 
Church, was connected in the popular mind with all 
that was most shameful in their annals of the past, 
and all that was most hated and feared in the cir¬ 
cumstances of the present, and in the prospects of 
the future. In northern Europe, the Church had no 
martial achievements to boast of, and few oppor¬ 
tunities of appearing in the beneficent character of 
a protector or redeemer. She was known meiely m 
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CH. IS . her spiritual capacity; or as a power in the state no 
iss8 less proud and oppressive than king or count; or as 
the channel through which the national riches were 
drained off into the Papal treasury at Eome. In the 
north, the reformer was not merely the denouncer 
of ecclesiastical abuses, but the champion of the 
people’s rights, and the redresser of their wrongs. 
But in Spain, the poor enthusiast, to his horror, 
found himself associated in popular esteem, as well 
as in the Inquisition dungeons, with the Jew, the 
crucifier of babies, and the Morisco, who plotted to 
restore the caliphate of the west. Men’s passions 
became so inflamed against the new doctrines, that 
an instance is recorded of a wretched fanatic, who 
asked leave, which was joyfuUy granted, to light 
the pile whereon his young daughters were to die. 
Long after the excitement had passed away, a mark 
I of the torrent remained in the proverbial phrase, in 
j which the aspect of poverty was described as being 
1 “ ugly as the face of a heretic.” ^ 
rffcaSd- I Inquisitor-General, Archbishop ’\"aldds, had 

vffi*" i months past been watching the movement 

party m the Chinch with anxiety, not iinminglcd 
with alarm. lie had even applied to the Po]>c for 
I extended powers In Febinary he recen-ed a biicf, 
in which were renewed and consolidated all the 

i ____ 

1 A. de Castro, Sist, de los Protestantes Espanoles^ pp ziS, 311. 
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decrees ever issued by Popes or Councils against oh ix. 
heresy—a document in which Paul, unable to resist ^sss. 
the temptation of insulting Philip II., even while he 
was treating with him, conferred upon the Inqui¬ 
sition the power of deposing from their dignities 
heretics of whatever degree, were they bishops, arch¬ 
bishops, or cardinals, dukes, kings, or emperors.^ 

The first heretic of note who was arrested at pr.Auffus- 

tin CarZaillfti 

Valladolid, was Dr. Augustin Oazalla, an eminent 
divine who had for ten years attended Charles V. in 
Germany and the Netherlands as his preacher, and 
in that capacity had distinguished himself by the 
force and eloquence with which he had denounced 
Luther and his errors. But while he saved others, 
the doctor himself became a castaway. Having been 
for some time suspected of holding the new opinions, 1 
he was arrested on the 23rd April, as he was going ' 
to preach beyond the walls of the city, and was 
lodged m the prison of the Inquisition. His sister, 
and several other noble ladies, were likewise taken 
at the same time ; and orders were given to seaich 
for an important member of the party. Fray Domingo 
de Eoxas, son of the Marquess of Poza, a Dominican 
of high leputation for sanctity. 

Notice of these events was immediately sent to 

^ Lloiente, Iliiit de la InquistLW 7 ii 8 vols sin. 8vo, Baicelon.i, 1835, 

111 264 
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Yuste. The Emperor heard of them with much 
emotion—emotion not of pity for the probable fate 
of his chaplain, but of horror of the crime laid 
to his charge. He soon afterwards addressed two 
letters to the Princess-Regent, one a private and 
tender epistle, the other a public despatch to be laid 
before the Council. In both of them he entreated 
her to lose no time and spare no pains to uproot the 
dangerous doctrine; and in the second, he advised 
that all who were found guilty should be punished, 
without any exception; and said that if the state of 
his health permitted, he would himself undertake 
any toil for the chastisement of so great a crime, 
and the remedy of so great an evil. Talking of [ 
the same matter with the prior of Yuste, he again 
expressed the same opinion and the same wish. 
‘•Father,” said he, “if anything could drag me 
j from this retreat, it would be to aid m chastising 
^ these heretics. For such creatures as those now 
in prison, however, this is not neccssaiy, but 1 
have written to the Inquisition to bum them all, 
for none of them will ever become true Catholics, or 
aie worthy to live.” ^ 

Ills advice was taken, though not with the 
promptitude he desired. But the alguazils of the 
Holy Office knew no repose from then laboui of 



^ Sandoval, ii. 829 
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capturing the culprits. In a few days Fray Domingo 
de Eoxas was taken, with several other members of 
the Eoxas family, and several noble ladies of the 
family of the Marquess of Alcaniges, a branch of 
the great house of Henriquez. New arrestments 
and new informations followed so fast upon each 
other, that the Inquisition was overwhelmed with 
business, and its prisons filled to overflowing. The 
extravagant alarm of the orthodox party was roused 
to fury by the extravagant boasts of some of the 
arrested preachers. “Let us alone,” cried Cazalla, 

“but for four months, and we shall equal you inj 
numbers.”^ Eumours were rife of a rising among| 
the Jews of Murcia, and of a general emigration! 
of the Moriscos of Aragon towards the frontiers of 1 
France. The Eegent and her minister were at their 
wits’ ends at the dangers which were thus thicken¬ 
ing around them. 

The crafty old Inquisitor-General alone rejoiced ^ogress oi 
in the public panic and confusion. He was now seou?ion 
secure from all chance of being sent to attend a 
royal corpse acioss the kingdom; of being ordered 
into exile amongst his refractory canons; or of being 
fleeced of his savings by the ciown. So long as the 
faithful were menaced by this flood of Lutheran 
heresy, so long would he be the greatest man in the 



^ A de Castio, Los Pi otPstaiiUs EspanoUs^ p 312 
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OH. IX. ark of safety—the Church. He therefore took his 
1558. measures rather to direct than to lull the storm. 
Visiting Salamanca, he made there a large seizure 
of Bikles and other heretical books, and convened 
a council of doctors, with whose assistance he drew 
up a censure on the new doctrines, which he caused 
to be published in all the cities of the kingdom. 
In order the better to probe the seat of the disease, 
this zealous minister of truth sent out a number of 
spies to mix with the suspected Lutherans, under 
pretence of being inquirers or converts, and thus 
to make themselves acquainted with their numbers, 
principles, hopes, and designs. Lured to destruc¬ 
tion by these wretches, many persons of all lanks 
were arrested at Toro and Zamoia, Palcncia and 
Logrono. Seville was the great southern scat of 
I heresy, and in the neighbouring convent of St. 

' Isidro del Campo, the Jeronymite fiiais almost to a 
man were tainted with the new opinions Vaila- 
' dolid, however, was the stronghold of the sect, and 
in spite of the odour of sanctity which surrounded 
the pious Eegent, the biimstone-savour of false 
doctrine offended the orthodox nostiil in the very 
precincts of the palace. 

Aimet? So engrossed was the Emperor with the subject. 
Emperor Jig postponed to it foi' awliile all olhci affaiis 

of state. He urged the Princess to remember that 
the welfai’e of the kingdom and of the Church of 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


299 


God was bound up in tbe suppression of heresy, and 
that therefore it demanded greater diligence and zeal 
than any temporal matter. He had been informed 
that the false teachers had been spreading their 
poison over the land for nearly a year; a length of 
time for which they could have eluded discovery 
only through the aid or the connivance of a great 
mass of the people. If it were possible, therefore, 
he would have their crime treated in a short and 
summary manner, like sedition or reheUion. The 
King his son had executed sharp and speedy justice 
upon many heretics, and even upon bishops in 
England; how much more, then, ought his measures 
to be swift and strong in his own hereditary and 
Catholic realms 1 He recommended the Princess to 
confer with Quixada, and employ him in the busi¬ 
ness according as she judged best. 

To the King in Flanders he wrote in a similar* hw letter 

® to the 

strain, insisting on the necessity of vigour and Kmg, 
severity. And as if the letter, penned by the secre¬ 
tary, were not suiSciently forcible and distinct, he 
added this postsciipt in his oivn hand;— 

“Son; the black business which has lisen here audits 

autograph 

has shocked me as much as you can think or sup- posbonpt 
pose. You will see what I have written about it to 
your sister. It is essential that you write to her 
yourself, and that you take all the means in your 
powei to cut out the root of the evil with rigour and 
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Quixada's 
interview 
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Grand- 
Inquisitor 


rude handling. But since you are better disposed, 
and will assist more warmly, than I can say or wish, 
I will not enlarge further thereon. Your good 
father, Charles.”^ 

After reading this letter and postscript, Philip 
wrote on the margin this memorandum of a reply 
for the guidance of his secretary:— 

“To kiss his hands for what he has already 
ordered in this business, and to beg that he will 
carry it on, and [assure him] that the same shall be 
done here, and [that I will take care] to advise him 
of what has been done up to the present time.” ® 

At the end of May, Quixada, by the Empeior’s 
order, saw the Inquisitor-General, and urged on him 
the expediency of despatch in his deahngs ivith 
heretics, and of even dispensing in their cases with 
the ordinary forms of his tribunal But in this, as 
in everything else. Archbishop Valdes would take 
his own way and no other. With his usual plausi- 


I 

' 1 “Hi]o, este negro negocio qne .icfi se ha Icvantiulu, mo lieno U« 

' escandalizado cuanto lo podeis pensai y juz^^ar Vos vl*i cis lo <[iiu csci ibo 
' sobre ello viicstra heriiiana Ea iiienehLei quo esciilniia y ([uo lo pio- 
cureis cortar [proveais muy] do raiz y con niiiclio iifjjor y ri'cio 
Y poique s6 [quo] teneis nids volunUd y asistcrcis [usaidis] <1(‘ m.i'i 
[ liervor quo yo lo sabria ni podna, decii in doscai no me .ibuyaid maa on 
, esto Devue&tiobuen padie, Cailoa Eiiipcioi to Pliilip 11,25111 May 
1558 Gonzalez MS 

* “Besalle las inanos por lo que on esto ha mandado y supliearlo lo 
lleve adelante, quo de ac6. sc haifi lo misiuo y avisarlc de lo ([iio sc ba 
hecho haata agora " [Gachard, JSciraiic ct tom i pj) 302-3 The 
bracketted words m these two notes aic vaiiations in Gachaid’s text J 
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bility be assured the cbamberlaiu that the roots of 
the disease could not be laid bare more thoroughly 
than by the ordinary operations of inquisitorial sur¬ 
gery. Besides, so many people were crying out for 
quick and condign punishment to fall upon the 
criminals, that there was every reason to hope that 
the greater part of the nation still stood fast in the 
faith. He had, however, sent for the Bishop of 
Tarazona and the Inquisitor of Cuenga to assist 
him in hearing cases, and would use every prudent I 
method of shortening the proceedings. 

A few days later, on the 2 nd June, the Arch- j 

bishop himself wrote to the Emperor, and submitted ? 

to him various new measures which appeared to him 1 ' 

likely to be useful. First of all, he would extend 1 
the Holy Office to Galicia, Biscay, and Asturias, pro- ' 
vinces which had not as yet benefitted by its paternal 
caie. He next proposed to make confession and 
communion obligatory upon all the King’s subjects, 
and to open a register of such persons as habitu¬ 
ally absented themselves from those sacraments A 
third suggestion was, that no schoolmaster should 
be allowed to exercise his calling until he had been 
licensed by a lay and a clerical examiner. And 
lastly, the book trade was to be placed under the 
severest restrictions. It was to be declared unlawful 
to print any book without the author’s and printer’s 
names, and without the permission of the Holy Office, 
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OH. IX. a permission wMcIi was also to be obtained before 
iss8. any book could be imported into the kingdom. 
Foreigners were to be forbidden to sell books; and 
Spanish books printed abroad were to be totally 
prohibited. Booksellers were to be compelled to 
hang up in their shops lists of all the books which 
they kept for sale. Lastly, informers were to be 
rewarded with the third or fourth part of the pro¬ 
perty of such persons as might be convicted through 
their means of breaches of any of these laws. 

Unwise, unjust, and impracticable as these mea¬ 
sures were, it does not appear that they were so 
considered by the Emperor, or that he withheld his 
approval from any of their absurd provisions. The 
Inqmsitor-General therefore proceeded to enforce 
them. One of his first steps was to prepare a cata¬ 
logue of books prohibited by the Church, which 
was published at Valladolid in the following year, 
and became the harbinger and model of the famous 
expurgatory index, opened by Paul IV, in which 
the Vatican continues to record its protest against 
the advancement of knowledge ^ Thus it came to 

^ Cathcdogushbrorumquiprohibcntur mandato tiicvanuhi,^ 

D D, Fe 7 'nctnd% de Vcddi^ Ilispnle^i archicpis inquiMtonn gcnaah't 
HispanicB necjion ct suprcnit snnctcG ac gcurratm i^iquuiUioyns senaius 
Hie ttTwoMDUx. edUus Pincice, 4to of 28 loaves, 01 56 pages, including 
I title It IS extremely laic, and seems to have boon unknown to Uriindr 
A copy IS in the possession of Don Pasciial do Gayangos, at Madinl 
There weietwo Ltdices Exp published in Spam m 1546 and 1550 

Ticknoi, Hist of Span Liteiaturc, 3 vols 8vo, London, 1849, vol 1 p 462 
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pass that Mariana and Solis, Cervantes and Calderon, 

CH. IX. 

were forced to wait upon the pleasure and tremble 
at the caprice of licenser after licenser; that the 
beauty, the integrity, and even the existence of some 
of the finest works of the human mind were so long 
jeoparded in the dirty hands of stupid friars. There 
were ages in which the Church, as the sanctuary of 
art, and knowledge, and letters, deserved the grati¬ 
tude of the world ; but for the last three centuries 
she has striven to cancel the debt, in the noble 
offspring of genius which she has strangled in the 
birth, and in the vast fields of intellect which her 

1 SS 8 . 

dark shadow has blighted. 


1 For a time, at least, the vigilance exercised over 

1 

Dr.Matbys 'j 
•1 

' bookshop and library was very strict. At Yuste, Dr. 
Mathys had a small Bible, in French and without' 

1 

I 

notes, which, in these times of doubt and danger, ' 

1 


he feared might get him into trouble. He therefore I 
asked the secretary of state to procure him a license 
to retain and read the volume. Vazquez replied 
that the inquisitors demurred about granting this 
request; and the prudent doctor, therefore, soon 
after intimated that he had burned the forbidden burmhu. 

Bible. 

book in the presence of the Emperor’s confessor. 

The physician judged wisely. When court ladies 
and Jeronymite friais were attacked with the plague 
of heresy, and earned off to the hospitals of the 
Inquisition, who could feel certain of escaping the 
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CH. IX. epidemic, or the cure 1 The most Catholic horror of 
ISS8 the new doctrines was therefore professed at Yuste ; 
and Gaztelu, reporting, at the beginning of June, 
that ceaseless rain had been falling for nearly twenty 
days, remarked, that such weather would do much 
damage in the country, but that the errors of Luther 
would do far more. The Emperor was much dis- 
jather tressed by a rumour that a son of Father Borja had 
been arrested at Seville. He immediately wrote to 
the secretary of state to send him a statement of the 
fact, and was relieved by learning that it was not 
known at court. It turned out to be a fiction of the 
fidars of Yuste, who, thinking it hard that the fold 
of Jerome alone should have the shame of har¬ 
bouring wolves in sheep’s clothing, were nothing 
loath to cast a stone at the austerely orthodox and 
rapidly rising company of Jesus On discovering 
the story’s source the Emperor was not greatly sur¬ 
prised: for, said Gaztelu, “the friars and Flemings 
are ever filling his ears with fables, and I myself 
stink in their nostrils by reason of the many lies 
I have brought home to them ” 

Pompeya Auothcr rumour, which was better founded, spoke 

Leom. I ■*- 

I of the arrest of Pompeyo Leoni, one of the royal 
artists. Much annoyed, the Emperor applied to 
Vazquez for information of the crime of “ Pompeyo, 

' son of Leoni, the sculptor who made my bust and 
' the King’s, and brought them with him to Spam in 
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the fleet in which I myself came hither,” The 
secretary answered that the sculptor was in prison 
for maintaining certain Lutheran propositions ; and 
that he was sentenced to appear at an auto-de-fe, 
and afterwards suffer a year’s imprisonment in a 
monastery; but that the busts were in safety. 

At Seville, Fray Domingo de Guzman, also a new- 
made prisoner, was likewise known to the Emperor. 
Of him, however, on hearing of his arrest, Charles 
merely remarked that he might have been locked up i 
as much for being an idiot as for being a heretic.^ j 
A more illustrious victim of the Andalusian Holy 
Office was Constantino Ponce de la Fuente, magistral- 
canon of Seville, and famous as a scholar, as a 
pulpit orator, and as author of several theological 
works much esteemed both in Italy and Spain He 
had attended the Emperor in Germany as his 
preacher and almoner, and one of his writings was, 
at this time, on the imperial bookshelf at Yuste ® 
For him Charles entertained more respect, and upon 
hearing that he had been committed to the castle of 
Triana, observed, “If Constantino be a heretic, he 
will prove a great one.” Like Cazalla, the canon, 
after thundering against reform in the land of 
reform, had returned to Spam a reformer. For 
awhile his errors had escaped detection, and ho was 
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CH. rx nearly being appointed confessor to Philip II.^ His 

ISS8 immediate “ merits,” for so the Inquisition, with 

grim irony, called the acts or opinions which qualified 
a man for the stake, were certain heretical treatises 
in his handwriting which had been dug, with his 
other papers, out of a wall. 

Notwithstanding the crowded state of the prisons, 
the Inquisition did not see fit to vary, during this 
year, the monotony of the bull-fights by indulging 
the people with an auto-de-fL The Emperor was 
therefore dead before the unhappy clergymen, who 
had stood by his bed in sickness and conversed with 
him at table in health, were sent to expiate with 
their blood their speculative offences against the 

Execution Church. Dr. Cazalla was one of fourteen heretics 

of Dr. 

Cazalla, Were “relaxed,”^ or, in secular speech, burnt, 

in May 1559, at Valladohd, before the Pegeut and 
her court.® Unhappily for his party and for his own 
fair fame, the pool chaplain behaved witli a pusil¬ 
lanimity very rare amongst Spaniaids when bionght 
face to face with inevitable death, or amongst men 

1 Cabieia &eo Amelot do 1 1 U(»usMyc, i p 284, L tU ///?/ 

dc la casa de Stlva^ i p 466 

- “ Bclejado^'' leleased Peilups the woid used by tlio Duke ul A1 Iwi to 
the Countess of E<j[mont tlic d ly btfoic E^^moiiPs oxcciitum, when he lold 
hei that “liLi husbaml should he iclotiscd ” boo Motley, vol 11 ]> 173 
I ^ In the chmcli of Vallddolul, in Apiil 1788, Mi Edtii, flic Jhili^h 
Mmistei, saw the lists of poisons foimcily buint as hoietios by lln 
Inquisition still bun^ up Jam nal tmd Coirtbpondf nu of / vi d 

' Aut 1 la 7 id^ 2 \c\^ S VO, Loudon, 1861, vol \i p 16 
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who suffer for conscience’ sake. Denying the crime oh rx 
of “dogmatising,” as the Inquisition well called ^sss. 
preaching, he confessed that he had held heretical 
opinions, and abjectly abjured them all. His tears 
and cries, as, in his robe, painted with devils, he 
walked in the sad procession and stood upon the 
fatal stage, moved the contempt of his companions, I 
amongst whom his brother and sister had also come 
calmly to die. At the price of this humiliation he 
obtained the grace of being strangled before he was 
cast into the flames. A report had spread amongst 
the populace that he had declared that, if his peni¬ 
tence and sufferings should obtain him salvation, he 
would appear the day after his death riding through 
the city on a white horse. The inquisitors, availing 
themselves of a rumour of which they perhaps were 
authors, next day turned a white horse loose in the 
streets, and caused it to be whispered that the steed 
was indeed ridden by the departed doctor, although 
not in such shape as to be visible to every carnal 
cye.^ Fray Francisco de Eoxas, amidst a band in of Pray 

*' •' Francibco 

which the shepherd and the muleteer w ere associated <1® 
in suffering and in glory with the noble knight and 
the delicate lady, died bravely, in October 1559, 
at Valladolid, in the presence of Philip II. Fray 
Uomiugo de Guzman suffered at Seville m 1560, m niaiV.“‘‘ 



i\e CtxMiOj Spanish P/oftsfa7ifs )» 9 S 



3o8 


OH. K. 
1558 


Death of 
Const, 
Fonce do la 
Fuente, 


Emperor’s • 
I hatred of i 
t heresy I 


I 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 

that autxhde-fe in which English Nicholas Burton 
also perished, and in which Juana Bohorques, a 
young mother who had been racked to death a few 
weeks before, was solemnly declared to have been 
innocent by her murderers themselves. Constantino 
Ponce de la Fuente, confessing to the proscribed 
doctrines, but refusing to name his disciples, had 
been thrown into a dungeon, dark and noisome as 
Jeremiah’s pit, far below the level of the Guadal¬ 
quivir, where a dysentery soon delivered him from 
chains and the hands of his tormentors. “ Yet did 
not his body,” says a churchman, writing some ages 
after, in the true spirit of orthodoxy, and with all ' 
the bitterness of contemporary gall,^ “ for this escape , 
the avenging flames.” At this same auto-de-fe of 1 
1560, they burned the exhumed bones of Constan- ' 
tino, together with his effigy, modelled with some 
care, and imitating, with outstretched arms, the 
attitude in which he was wont to charm the crowds 
that gathered beneath his pulpit at Seville. 

During the piogress of the hunt after heretics 
Charles frequently conversed with his confessor 
and the prior on the subject which lay so near his 
heart. So keen was his hatred of the very name of 
heresy, that he once reproved Kegla for citing, in 
his presence, in proof of some indifferent topic, a 


^ Nicolas Antonio, ait, Constantino Ponce dc la Finnic 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


309 


passage from a book by one Juan Fero, because oh. ix 
that forgotten writer was then known to have been 
no Catholic.^ In looking back on the early religious 
troubles of his reign, it was ever his regret that he 
did not put Luther to death when he had him in 
his power. He had spared him, he said, on account 
of his pledged word, which, indeed, he would have 
been bound to respect in any case which concerned 
his own authority alone; but he now saw that he 
had greatly erred in preferring the obligation of 
a promise to the higher duty of avenging upon 
that arch-heretic his offences against God. Had 
Luther been removed, he conceived that the plague 
might have been stayed, but now it seemed to rage ! 
with ever-increasing fury. He had some con sola- 1 
tion, however, in recollecting how steadily he had 
refused to hear the points at issue between the 
Church and the schismatics argued in his presence. 

At this price he had declined to purchase the 
support of some of the Protestant princes of the 
cmpiic, when he first took the field against the 
Saxon and the Hessian- he had refused to buy 
aid at this piicc, even when flying with only ton 
horsemen before the army of Duke Maurice. He 
knew the danger, especially for the unlearned, of 

' StilaziU tic Mcndo(,.i, DiqnLdcuhi> du CuslUbi fol, Rl.uliitl, 1617, fol 
161 
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OH. IX. somewhat surprised his patron; and this surprise 
1558. became displeasure when he learned that the refuser 
had accepted the mitre of Toledo. William, one of 
the Emperor’s barbers, related that he had heard 
his master say, “When I offered Carranza the 
Canaries he declined it; now he takes Toledo. 
What are we to think of his virtue ? ” These 
feelings were doubtless fostered by his confessor, 
Kegla, who, as a Jeronymite, naturally hated a 
Dominican, and afterwards proved himself one of 
the bitterest enemies of the persecuted prelate. 
The truth is, that Carranza, though a successful 
priest, seems to have been an honest and unambitious 
man; he carried his leluctance so far beyond the 
bounds of decent clerical coyness as to recommend 
to the King three eminent rivals as better quali¬ 
fied than himself for the primacy;^ and the great 
crosier was thrust by Philip into his unwilling 
hand on the ground that he was of all men best 
fitted to keep the wolf of heiesy from the door of 
the true fold, 

otvS Empcroi had given away, in his time, too 

many mitres to wonder long at the woildly-niiiided- 
ness of a churchman. \'aldcs, also, was too astute 
to attempt to injuic his rival mcicly by alleging 

1 - 

^ S.ildZdi de Miiaiida, Vidtt du It iUut tU Cuttanza y Mttmtdu^ 
i2nio, Madiid, 1788, p 34. 
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against him a vice inherent in their common cloth, oh. ix. 
He stabbed, therefore, at what was then the tenderest isss. 
spot in any reputation, priestly or laic, by casting a 
suspicion on his orthodoxy. Before the unconscious 
Archbishop arrived at court, the inquisitor secretly 
informed the Regent that many of the captive heretics 
had made very unpleasant confessions respecting the 
opinions of the new Primate; and that the Bang 
ought to be put on his guard against him; and he 
gave a glimpse into the ways of his tribunal, by 
adding, that although nothing substantial had yet 
been advanced, still, had as much been said of any 
other person, that person would already have been 
taken into custody. The Infanta of com'se forwarded | 
this intelhgence to Yuste, and the Emperor expressed j 
a wish to hear more of the matter, desiring, however, 
that it should be handled with the greatest caution 1 
and reserve. ' 

Carranza sailed from Flanders on the 24th June, ciuan/i,, 
but being detained by contrary winds on the English 
shore, he did not land at Laiedo until the beginning 
of August. On the 13th of that month he kissed 
the Regent’s hand at Valladolid, where he resided 
for some weeks in groat honour in the noble convent 
of San Pablo, with Ins brethren of the Ordci of 
St Dominic. Caressed and consulted both by the 
Princess and by the knot of priests who were plot¬ 
ting his ruin, he took his scat several times in the 
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Council of State, and also at the council board of 
the Inquisition. To the latter tribunal he gave an 
account of his proceedings against heresy in Flan¬ 
ders, and against the Spaniards who had fled thither 
from spiritual justice; and he assisted the Inqui¬ 
sitor-General with advice upon the new laws to be 
promulgated against the press. He was, however, 
desirous of proceeding to his diocese, being unwilling 
to break, at the outset of his episcopal career, the 
rules which he had laid down in his tract, written 
when he was a simple monk, on the residence of 
bishops, a tract which gained him many enemies 
among the hierarchy,^ and which must have been 
peculiarly distasteful to the absentee of Seville. 
It was determined, therefore, that ho should visit 
Yuste, as he went to Toledo, m older to lay 
before the Emperor some evidence on the quaiicl 
between his eldest daughter Mary and her husband, 
Maximilian, King of Eoheniia, whom she charged 
with inconstancy, and wished to bo parted fiom. 
This affaii being rofcircd to the decision of Chailcs, 

I he was desirous of having an account of it from a 
1 prudent and impartial witness 

The war in Flandcis had continued to smoulder 
on during the spring with few actions worthy of 
record, and little loss or gam to cither paity. At 


^ NoUtita dc la vula dt Hail Cananza tic MuandUi iJiir 1 ) JVT H, 
8vo, Madrid, 1845, P- 7 
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the end of April the French must have made a move- on. ix. 
ment causing some alarm at Bruxelles, for on the ^sss. 

3rd May a Cabinet courier, named Espinosa, was sent 
off by land to Spain, with a cipher despatch concealed 
in his stirrup-leathers. Galloping across thie enemy’s 
country without let or hindrance, he reached Valla¬ 
dolid on the loth, and was sent on by the Princess 
to carry his news, and tell his story at Yuste. The 
Emperor gave him a long audience, and overwhelmed 
him with questions about the Bang’s measures of 
defence, which appeared to the old soldier to be 
better than usual. “ He asked,” wrote the secretaiy, 

“ more questions than were ever put to the damsel 
Theodora,”^ a Christian slave, whose beauty and 
various erudition charmed a king of Tunis, in an j ! 

old and popular Spanish tale.^ In a few weeks, [ 

however, the Duke of Guise marched upon the ' tmoiitiiio 
M oselle, and stormed the important and strongly 
foilified town of Thionville, putting the greater pait 
of the ganison to the sword, and expelling the 
inhabitants in older to give their homes to a colony 
of his old clients of Metz. This loss was severely 

^ “ Le liizo,” said Gaztelu, “mas pieguntas qiie se piidiciaii hacci 
a la doiizella Tlicodoi "-—Gaztelu to Vazquez, iStli May 1558 Gon¬ 
zalez My. 

2 The IhUoiia dc la douzella Thcodoui was a popular story, wiitten, 
no one faeems to know when, Ly one Alfonso, an Aiagonese. Antonio 
assigns a date ncitliei to the book noi the authoi The carlicbt edition 
cited by lirunet is that of 1607. The tale was afterwaids diauiatifacd 
by Lope de Vega Tickuoi, HiU, oj Span Lit ^ 11. 312 
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felt by the Emperor, who continued to deplore it, 
until he was comforted by the tidings of the victory 
at Gravelines. 

The Mardchal de Thermes, governor of Calais, 
wishing to illustrate his new baton by some gallant 
service, had undertaken a foray into the Spanish 
Netherlands. Having carried fire and sword, rapine 
and rape, along a considerable length of coast, he 
was at last met by Egmont, near the town of Grave¬ 
lines, on the banks of the Aa. The battle, fought 
for several hours with great obstinacy, was at last 
turned against the lilies by the sudden appear¬ 
ance of an English sailor, who mingled in the fray 
with all the effect of Neptune in an Homeric field. 
Cruising along the coast with twelve small vessels. 
Admiral MaHn, hearing the fii’ing, put into the 
river, and galled the flank of the French with broad¬ 
sides so unexpected and severe, that they were soon 
in headlong flight Two hundred piisoncis were 
reserved as cuiious tiophics by the Engliish tars, 
the greater pait of the army was cut oil'm detail by 
the fuiious peasantry; the Mai^chal and his chief 
' officers fell into the hands of Egmont; and the 
battle, which was the last event of any impoilance 
in the wai’, had a considerable influence in biinging 
about the peace of Cateau-Cambicsis in the follow¬ 
ing winter. But the Empeioi had, as usual, to 
lament the opportunities wasted by his sou; and 
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often observed, that now was the time to have in- on xx. 
vested Calais, when the enemy was disheartened, the isss 
garrison weakened, and the’governor taken. Luis 
Quixada entertained the same idea, which, however, 
does not appear to have struck any of the leaders in 
Flanders. The chamberlain was especially delighted 
to hear of the capture of Monsieur de Villebon, one 
of the Mardchal’s lieutenants. “ I knew him very 
well,” he wrote to Vazquez, “ when he served under 
the Duke of Venddme in Picardy; and when we 
were at Hesdin, he was quartered in a town only ' 
two or three leagues off, so that we frequently coi- 
j responded by letters. I should have taken him 
1 myself one day, had a spy given me intelhgence two j 
hours sooner. He is a man quite able to pay a i 
ransom of twelve or fifteen thousand crowns." ^ 

Meanwhile, the dreaded navy of Solyman was Turkish 
again menacing the shores oi Spam Early in coast of 
spiing a cloud of Turkish sail had been seen so far 
in the west that it was thought necessary to victual 
and stiengthen the garrison of Goleta. On the 5th 
May, Don Luis de Castclvi came to Yuste to report 
on the affaiis of Italy, and brought with him such 
intelligence of a treaty which was said to be then 
forming between France and the Pope, the Venetian 
and the Turk, that the Emperor oidered him to 


QuixatU to Vazqiicz; I7tli August 1558 
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proceed at once to the King at Bruxelles. A 
squadron of Algerine galleys soon afterwards gave 
chase to a line-of-hattle ship sent by the Viceroy of 
Sicily with further munitions to Goleta, and forced 
her to put back and run for Sardinia. The Turkish 
navy was known to be assembling at Negropont, and 
it was at one time supposed, though erroneously, 
that a French ambassador was on board, for the 
purpose of directing a descent on the dominions of 
Spain. The government of Valladolid, therefore, 
congratulated itself on having taken the advice of 
the Emperor, and having sent 8,000 men and 400 1 
lances to Oran, under the Count of Alcaiidctc. j 
At Naples the new viceroy, Don Juan Manrique de 1 
Lara, had hardly assumed the reins of power, ere he ^ 
was called on to defend that kingdom against one of 
the most formidable fleets ever fitted out by Sultan 
Solyman. Early in June Reggio was sacked, and 
towards the middle of the month, 130 Ottoman 
sail appeared in the Bay of Naples. SoiTento wa.s 
surprised and pillaged, and several thousands of the 
inhabitants of that beautiful shore, including the 
whole sisterhood of the nunnery of St. Ccorgo, were 
sent as prisoners to the Levant' Holding a wcstcily 
course, Mustapha Pacha was joined l)y a Fiench 
fleet, which had put out from Maiseilles to supply 


' Paiimo, yih Napoli^ \ pp i6o, i6i 
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him with provisions; and at the end of June the oh, ix. 
crescent flag was flying proudly among the islands ^sss 
of Spain. On hearing of this pressing danger, the 
Emperor, who looked on the infidel fleet as the 
instrument of French vengeance and ambition, 
urged upon the Regent the importance of providing 
for the defence of Rosas, a Catalonian fortress long 
coveted by France. The Turk, however, had other 
designs, for, after threatening Mallorca, and find¬ 
ing it too strong, he steered for the smaller island 
of Menorca, and cast anchor, with 140 sail, before Menorca 

attacked. 

the town of Ciudadella. Landing 15,000 men and i 
24 pieces of cannon, he battered the place for seven | 
days, and made several attempts to storm it; but. 
the obstinate valour of the Menorcans would pro¬ 
bably have bafiSied his efforts, had it not been for a 
fire, which, breaking out in the university, blew up ' 
the magazine, and a great part of the town wall. 

The besieged then made a gallant sally, with their 
women, children, and wounded, hoping to cross the 
island to Mahon, a feat which was actually accom¬ 
plished, though not without severe loss. The dis- 
appointed Pacha sacked and pillaged the town, and 
having collected his booty and a feiv prisoners, put 
to sea the same night * Taking a northerly course, 

^ V. Mut, Ri^toria del reyno dc Malloica, fol, Mallorca, 1650, lib y 
cap 7, p 4S3, winch oii^ht to be 436, there beinj; an error in the paijiii" 
of this veiy rare volinnc fioin p 69 to the cml 
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he was supposed to have gone to Marseilles to water 


1558. 

and victual his fleet. 


Measures 
of defence. 

Meanwhile, all precautions were taken to strengthen 
the defences of the eastern coast. Twelve hundred 


Perpignan* 

men were thrown into Perpignan, and Don Garcia 
de Toledo was sent to take the command of that im¬ 
portant frontier post. The defence of the coast of 


Andalusia 

Andalusia was entrusted to the Count of Tendilla. 
The Duke of Maqueda was ordered to exercise the 

k 

\ 

1 

Catalonia : 

closest vigilance over the Moriscos of Catalonia and 

1 

Valencia. 

Valencia, especially at Denia and Alicante ; a force 
of flve or six hundred men was appointed to guard 
the sierras of Espadon and Bemia, strongholds of 
the suspected race; and a few watch-towers were 
repaired and entrenched for rallying posts, strict 
orders being also issued to the commanders to 
destroy them as soon as the danger was past, lest 
the defences of the Christian should become olTen- 

t 

I 1 

i 

1 Emperor’s 
distress 

1 sive positions of the Moor. The Emperor was much 


about 

I Ciudad ella 

1 distressed at the fall of Ciudadella. IIis anxiety 
made him forget his ailments ; and such was his 



eagerness for news, that he gave orders that he was 
to be called at whatever hour of the night a couiiei 
should an’ivo from the Mediten-anean. I'he alaiin 



did not subside until the 17th August, when tidings 
came from Catalonia that the Ottoman flag had dis¬ 
appeared from that part of the sea, and that Don 



Francisco de Cordova, son of the goveiuoi of Oiaii, 
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who had been hovering on the Pacha’s wake with ch tx 
two galleys of the Order of St. John, reported that ^sss. 
the fleet had at last steered for the Levant. On the 
same day it was also announced at Yuste that some 
reprisal for the damage done at Menorca had been 
made by the Duke of Alburquerque on the infidel’s 
most Cfhristian brother of France, by crossing the 
Bidassoa and burning St. Jean de Lma. 

While the Turk was thus spreading terror along 
the coast of Spain, and troubling the repose of 
Yuste, the hero who was first to quell his pride, 
and set bounds to the dominion of the crescent, was 
waging predatory war upon the orchards of Quacos. 

Early in July, Quixada returned from Valladolid and Retamof 
Villagarcia, bringing with him his wife and house- 
hold, and the future victor of Lepanto. Dm’ing the mfe and 
journey, Doha Magdalena suffered greatly from the ' of Austria | 
summer heat; but she was consoled for her fatigues I 

by the kindness and courtesy of the Emperor. 
Immediately on her arrival, he sent one of his 
attendants to call upon her with presents, and to 
bid her welcome to her new home ; and some days 
after, when she came to Yuste to kiss his hand, he 
received her with marked favour. In this visit she 
was doubtless attended by Don John of Austria, who 
passed for her page, and the Emperor was said to 
be much pleased with the beauty and manners of 
his boy But so strictly was the secret of his birth 

VOL V X 
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OH. IX. kept, that no mention of his existence is to he found 
1558. in any extant correspondence between Yuste, Valla¬ 
dolid and Bruxelles, during the lifetime of the 
Emperor. Yet his real parentage was suspected in 
the country, probably on account of the attention 
which he met with at Yuste, and which was not 
likely to escape the notice of the idle and gossiping 
friars and Flemings. The crossbow with which the 
future admiral had dealt destruction amongst the 
sparrows and larks in the cornfields about Leganes, 
found ampler and nobler game in the woodlands of 
the Estremaduran hills. But he sometimes varied 
his sport by making forays upon the gardens of 
Quacos, which the peasants, nothing daunted by his 
whispered rank, resented by pelting him ivith stones ' 
when they caught him in their fruit trees.^ 
lUness Early in July the Emperor was alarmed by hear- 

^ent. ing of the illness of his daughter, the Princcss- 
Kegent, who was attacked by a fever, which pre¬ 
vented her attention to business for a few days 
He expressed gieat anxiety on her account, and 
! ordered frequent couriers to bring him intcdligcncc 
I of her state, which, however, was never dangerous, 
and soon approached convalescence Amongst the 
last public measures which Juana hioiight undci 
the notice of her father, was a scheme for changing 


Ponz, Viage dc Espana^ p 140 
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the seat of government. She was in favour of a i 
change, as she considered Valladolid neither healthy ! 
nor conveniently situated. Many members of the 
Council of State were, however, opposed to it, “ but 
you know,” wrote the Infanta, “ how these gentle¬ 
men prefer their ease and good lodging before all 
things.” Madrid appeared to her the fittest place, 
were it not so disliked by the King; and she also 
mentioned the names of Toledo, Burgos, and Gua- 
dalaxara. The plan was not executed until some 
years after the return of Philip to Spain. The King 
having agreed that Don Carlos and his tutor should 
be sent to Yuste, and the Emperor being willing 
to receive them, the Princess proposed that she 
should accompany her nephew thither, in order to 
visit her father, and confer vrith him on this ques¬ 
tion of the capital, and other business of state. The 
Queen of Hungary was likewise to be of the party, 
it being the wish of Philip that the Emperor should 
persuade her to return to the Low Countries, and 
once more assume the government. The removal 
of the heir-apparent, and the visit of the royal 
ladies to Yuste, were, however, prevented by the 
fatal illness of the Emperor. 

Another afiair which weighed on the mind of the 
Princess at this time, was a dispute between her 
and the Council of State. A young courtier, the 
Adelantado of Canaiy, after making love to one of 
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her ladies, finally proposed for her hand, and was 
accepted. But failing in the performance of his 
promise, he met the complaint made by the fair 
one to the Regent, by protesting that the matter 
was a joke, and that he had never considered it 
as serious. The Princess, though she preferred her 
ladies to become brides of heaven rather than wives 
of mortals, was highly indignant with the lord of 
Canary, and caged him in the tower of Medina del 
Campo. The Council of State here interfered, alleg¬ 
ing that it had a right to be consulted in any similar 
case of imprisonment. The Regent therefore re¬ 
mitted the affair to the Emperor, entreating him, 
however, to decide in her favour; for it much con¬ 
cerned, as she conceived, the dignity of her house¬ 
hold, that young men should not be pcnnitted to 
plight their troth to her ladies, before witnesses and 
in her very antechamber, and then flutter off on the 
plea that the thing was a jest. The awai’d of the 
Emperor, and the aftei-fate of the false wooer and 
forsaken damsel, have not been locordcd. 

In the spring of this year the monotony of the 
conventual life at Yuste was broken by the <h‘ath 
of the prior. lie died at Lupiaiia, where he had 
gone to attend the chapter of his oidei. That 
chapter had elected as general the prior of Cordoba, 
Avlio likewise died before the electors sepaiated 'I'he 
new general being Fray Juan dc Ayaloras, one of 
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the Emperor’s preachers, the friars of Yuste peti¬ 
tioned the Emperor to request him to waive his 
privilege, and permit them to choose their new 
prior. But Charles, to the great delight of his 
household, at once, and rather drily, refosed to 
meddle in the matter, or to interfere with the rules 
of their order; and the vacant post was therefore 
given, in the usual way, to Fray Martin de Angulo, 
a monk of Ghiadalupe. 

Don Luis de Avila was, as usual, a frequent guest 
at Yuste. During this year he had a law-suit in 
hand, regarding his jurisdiction as lieutenant of the 
castle of Plasencia; and he of course attempted to 
enlist in his cause the favour of the Emperor, who 
would, however, say nothing until he had heard 
the other side of the story from the secretary of 
state. The Grand Commander seems also to have 
heen applying for employment; and a false report 
was spread in July that he had actually set out for 
Flanders by order of the King. The Bishop of 
Avila paid a visit in April, which was followed in 
May by his translation to the wealthy see of Cor¬ 
doba; and in June the Bishop of Segovia offered 
to come and give thanks for his promotion to the 
ai’chbishopnc of Santiago, but was excused the 
journey by the Emperor. Oropesa spent part of the 
summer at XarandiUa, where he, his brother, and 
his two sons, had the misfortune to be attacked 
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OH. IX. with fever all at one time. The Count and the other 
iss8. Toledos were frequently at Yuste. Garcilasso de 
Garciiftsso la Vega, probably a nephew of the poet, came 
deiaVega. middle of August. Having been sent 

as ambassador to the Holy See, on the accession of 
Philip II., he was arrested by the hasty old pontiff, 
because of a letter addressed by him to the Duke 
of Alba, informing the Duke that the Spanish party 
in Eome was so strong that the surprise and 
occupation of the city would be easy,^ which was 
found, or pretended to he found, by Paul in the 
boot-sole of an intercepted courier. This outrage 
had been the first signal for hostilities. The Em¬ 
peror’s wrath with the Eoman policy of Alba and 
Philip having cooled down, he received Garcilasso 
with much courtesy, questioned him minutely about ! 
Italian politics during two long audiences, listened ^ 
with great interest to his relation, and afterwards ' 
said he was greatly pleased by the envoy’s way of 
teUing his story. He kept him at Yuste for ten 
days, and sent him to Valladolid chaigcd with mes¬ 
sages to the Queen of Iluiigaiy, and the task of 
explaining her brother’s reasons for dcsuing her 
return to the government of the Nctheilands Tins 
I mission fulfilled, he was ordered to come back and 

^ Antonio do Hoirera, Fiimma jtaitc dc la Ilidonu Ucnmtl dil 
’ mundo desde cl afio ISS4 ha^ta tl dc 1570, hi) lu cap iv, 8vo, 
Valladolid, 1606, p 241. 
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report the Queen’s decision, Don Pedro Manrique, ch ix. 
procurator to the Cortes from the city of Burgos, 1558- 
came on the 26th August, and was likewise gra- I Don Pedro I 
ciously received, and dismissed with a letter to the 
Eling, one of the latest which the Emperor signed. 

The last visitor who found him in health was the 
Count of Urueha, Don Pedro Giron, afterwards non Pedro 
first Duke of Ossuna, and, as Viceroy of Naples and 
in other posts, a personage of some importance at 
the court of Philip n. This grandee, who had 
but lately succeeded to the honours of his great 
house,^ arrived on the night of the 26th at ten 
o’clock, “with a world of horses and servants,” for 
whom Quixada found it very difl 5 .cult to provide 
lodging. The Emperor received him very kindly, 
and the young noble took his departure immediately 
after having kissed hands—to be allowed to perform 
that ceremony being, as the chamberlain noted with 
wonder, “ his sole business and only request.” 

Father Borja paid his last visit to Yuste this pray 
summer, probably in July or August. He came, it ; 
is said, at the request of Charles, who desired the ^ 
benefit of his spiritual counsels. It was, perhaps, 
at this time that the Emperor spoke to him of the 

-- P 

^ His fathei, Don Juan Tellez Giron, fourth Count of Uiuena or | 

Urena, as it was afterwards written, died on the 19th May 1558. Dr. c 

Geronymo Gudiel, Compendio de, la familia de loh Gtrones^ fol, AlcaU, 

1577, fol. 121-122. 
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expressed an author’s surprise that a literary yen- oh, ix . 
ture so safe and so inviting, had been so long ^sss. 

neglected by the booksellers,^ It is not plain, 
therefore, that Borja is to he blamed for the loss, 
if indeed they are lost, of these precious commen¬ 
taries of the Caesar of Castile. 

Charles neither felt nor affected that indifference his 

anxiety 

about his place in history which many remarkable as to ins 
men have affected, and a few, perhaps, have felt, 

This very year, he had given a proof of the op¬ 
posite sentiment. Florian de Ocampo, his veteran Ocampo. 
chronicler, was still at work, in his study at 
Zamora, on his general chronicle of Spain. Anxious 
for its preservation, the Emperor induced the 
Eegent to address letters to the Bishop, the Dean, 
and the Corregidor of that city, requiring them, in 
the event of the old man’s death, to take posses¬ 
sion of his papers, amounting to 3,000 sheets, and 
to hold themselves responsible for their safety.® 

and fol 199, Ruscelh at gieat length expatiates on the impoilance of tbis 
appointment, and niges on the King the propnety of cieating a sinulai j 
olfice for his Italian dominions, and suggests several Itahan men of 1 
letters on whom, he conceives, it might he oithily besto^^ ed 1 

The above letter will be found in Letterc dei Tiincipct 3 'vols 4to, 

Vcnetia, 1581, vol. 111 ff 217-19 The passage quoted is at fo 219 


9 ccto. 

^ Biantome ,Charles V , CEuires^ 8 \ols 8 vo, Pans, 


1787, IV. i> 37 

2 Benito Cano, in his life of Ocampo, prefixed to the line edition of 1 
tlie Crontca, 4to, Madiid, i 79 i> end of March 1555 

ilate of the chionicler’s death, which date has been adopted by Kezabel 
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CH. rx Similar steps were taken to preserve the writings 

1558 of Sepulveda, on whom the Emperor had himself 

Sepulveda. uTged the necessity of adopting such precautions 
when he visited Yuste the year before.^ In the 
work of Ocampo, Charles, although perhaps he 
did not know it, had no personal interest ; for the 
good canon, purposing to write the history of his 
patron, had begun his chronicle at Noah’s flood, 
and after some thirty or forty years’ labour was 
surprised by death, while narrating the exploits 
of the Scipios. Sepulveda had more judiciously 
broken ground nearer Ghent and the last year of 
the last century, and so left his Latin history of 
the Emperor completed. The fruit of Charles’s 
foresight was therefore found after many days—in 
1780, when the work was first given to the world. 

Borja might, perhaps, have rejoiced in mortifying 
his own lust of literary fame, or even in undergoing 
the penance of histoiical slander. But ho was 
hardly capable of advising the impelial author to 

in lua BiblioU dc EscritO'ics indioidnos dc lot, iohfjius maiions^ 4t(), 
Madiit], 1805, p 234, and by Mr Ticknor in Ins Ilist of Spun LtU 
mtuie, i p 555. But Gazlelu, m liis letter m the Gonzalez MS, .id- 
diCHsed to Vazquez on the 3otli May 155S, oulers piccautioiis lo ho 
I taken about the C^dmea of Ocampo, in caae of the old man’s death ”— 

' “si occuiria su faUtcimienio, ei>tando yti tan vicjo"' Another letter 
j (ptli July) suggests that the measuies taken by the KogLMit resjiocting 
, Ocampo’s papers should also be taken icspecting Sepulveda’s, both wi iteis 
being so old Ocampo must tiicrcfore have been alive for some time 
aftei May 1558 
^ Supra, chap vii p 231 
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put his manuscript into one of his Flemish fireplaces, ch ix. 
In his dealings with royalty the stem Jesuit had not 
quite cast off, or on occasion he could resume, ways 
and language befitting the chamberlain’s gold key. 

To one of the Emperor’s devout queries he replied courti^ 
in a style of courtly gallantry, which sounds strange Borja 
in the mouth of Father Francis the Sinner, and 
which would have done credit to some later Jesuit, 
appointed to labour in the vineyard of VersaiDes. 
Narrating the course of his penances and prayers, 

Charles asked him whether he could sleep in his 
clothes; “for I must confess,” added he contritely, 

“ that my infirmities, which prevent me from doing 
many things of the kind that I would gladly do, 
render this penance impossible in my case ” Borja, 
who practised every kind of torment on his body, 01, 
as he called it, his “beast,” and who in early life 
had in one year fasted down a cubit of his girth, 
eluded the question by an answer no less modest j 
than dexterous. “Your Majesty,” said he, “cannot [ 
sleep in your clothes, because you have watched so 
many nights in youi mail. Let us thank God that 
you have done better seivice by keeping those vigils 
in aims than many a cloisteied monk who sleeps in 
his shirt of hair.” 

During his brief stay at Yuste, the Jesuit won a 
new ally to his cause in Dona Magdalena de Ulloa, 
whose mind was deeply touched by his pious walk 
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and conversation. The seed thus sovti by the way- 
side sprang up long afterwards in the substantial 
shape of three colleges built and endowed for the 
company by that good and devout lady. Almost a 
hundred years later, the fame of the third general 
of Jesus stiU lingered in the Vera. In 1650, the 
centenarian of Guijo used to tell how he had seen 
the Emperor, the Count of Oropesa, and Father 
Francis in the woods between that village and 
Xarandilla, and point out a great tree under which 
they had made a repast, of which he, a loitering 
urchin, had been permitted to gather up the crumbs. 
But of the individual aspect of that remaikable group 
his memory had preserved nothing for the third 
generation except the dark robe and the “meek 
and penitent face of him whom we called the holy 
duke.”^ 


^ Cienfuegos, Vtda dt 1 * Boija, fol, Madud, 1726, \i 270 
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m 


Emperor’s health, re- 
^ covered from Its winter’s 

decline. At the end of 
|lf -^ March, Dr. Mathys, in 
j'*, ? liis usual solemn style, 

1 i/' ” informed the secretary 

^ of state that he con- 
^ sidered His Majesty well 
enough to leave off his sarsaparilla and liquorice- 
water. In May he was living as usual, and eating 
voraciously. His dinner began with a laige dish 
of cherries, or of strawbeiiies, smothered in cream 


Emperor*s 
health in 
spring, 


and sugar; then came a highly seasoned pasty; and 
next the principal dish of the repast, which was 
frequently a ham, or some preparation of rashers, 
the Emperor being veiy fond of the staple product 
of bacon-curing Estremadura, “His Majesty,” said 
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1558. 

and 

summer. 


the doctor, “ considers himself in very good health, 
and wiU not hear of changing his diet or mode of 
living; trusting too much to the force of habit, and 
to the strength of his constitution, which, in bodies 
full of bad humours, like his, frequently breaks 
down suddenly, and without warning.” ^ His hands 
occasionally troubled him, and his fingers were 
sometimes ulcerated. But his chief complaint was 
of the heat and itching in his legs at night, which 
he endeavoured to relieve by sleeping with them 
uncovered; a measure whereby temporary ease was 
purchased at the expense of a chill, which crept into 
the upper part of his body, in spite of blankets 
and eider-down quilts. Later in the summer he 
had some threatenings of gout, and his appetite 
diminished so much, that he sometimes lived for 
days on bread and conserves. It is evident, how¬ 
ever, that Quixada, an excellent judge of his master’s ' 
symptoms, not only apprehended no danger, but 
considered that his life might be prolonged for 
years; else he would never have put himself to the 
trouble and expense of bringing his family down to 
Estremadura. On his arrival he reported favourably 
of the Emperor’s health, spirits, and looks. Yet 
Doha Magdalena had not been many weeks in her 
' new abode at Quacos, when a bell, tolling from 
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amongst the woods of Yuste, announced that she 
might prepare for her return to Villagarcia, 

It was not until the 9th August that the phy¬ 
sician became seriously alarmed about the state of 
his patient. To cure the uneasy sensations in his 
legs at night, Charles had had recourse to cold 
bathing, by way of a repellant, regardless of the 
remonstrances of Mathys. “I would rather,” he 
said, “ have a slight fever, than suffer this perpetual 
itching.” In vain the doctor observed that men 
were not allowed to choose their own maladies, and 
that some worse evil might happen to him if he 
used so dangerous a remedy. The repellant system 
did not answer; the patient’s legs continuing to 
itch, and his throat being choked with phlegm. 
Still he was able to attend to business, and suffi¬ 
ciently alive to minor matters to be much annoyed 
at a frost which killed some melons of a peculiarly 
choice kind, that were ripening for his table. On 
the 16th and 17th August he was seized with 
violent purgings and with pains in the head, which 
bore a suspicious resemblance to gout. But as these 
symptoms soon subsided, he was supposed to have 
caught cold by sleeping, as the nights were getting 
chilly, with open doors and windows. Much illness 
prevailed in the Vera, and so many of the house¬ 
hold were on the sick list, that Quixada was obliged 
to be at the palace at daybreak, and did not get 
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home to Quacos till nine in the evening. The 
weather was very changeable and trying to delicate 
frames. The cold of the early part and middle of 
the month was succeeded by terrific storms of wind 
and thunder, in which twenty-seven cows were 
struck dead by lightning, as they pastured in the 
forest. 

About this time, according to the historian of 
St. Jerome, the Emperor’s thoughts seemed to turn 
more than usual upon religion and its rites. When¬ 
ever, during his stay at Yuste, any of his friends, 
of the degree of princes or knights of the Fleece, 
had died, he had ever been punctual in doing 
honour to their memory, by causing their obsequies 
to be performed by the friars ; and these lugubrious 
services may be said to have formed the festivals 
of his gloomy life in the cloister. The daily masses 
said for his own soul were always accompanied by 
others for the souls of his father, mother, and wife. | 
But now he ordered further solemnities of the 
funeral kind to be performed in behalf of these 
relations, each on a different day, and attended tliera 
himself, preceded by a page bearing a taper, and 
joining in the chaunt, in a very devout and audible 
manner, out of a tattered prayer-book. 

These rites ended, he asked his confessor whether 
he might not now perform his own funcial, and so 
do for himself what would soon have to be done foi 
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him by others. Regia replied that Hia Majesty, oh x 
please God, might live many years, and that when 
his time came these services wonld be gratefully 
rendered, without his taking any thought about the 
matter. “But,” persisted Charles, “would it not 
be good for my soul?” The monk said that cer¬ 
tainly it would; pious works done during life being 
far more efficacious than when they were postponed 
tiU after death. Preparations were therefore at 
once set on foot; a catafalque which had served 
before on similar occasions was erected; and on the Petfoms 

his own 

following day, the 30th August, as the monkish his- 
torian relates, this celebrated service was actually 
performed.^ The high altar, the catafalque, and the 
whole church shone with a blaze of wax lights; ■ 
the friars were all in their places, at the altars and 
in the choir, and the household of the Emperor 
attended in deep mourning. “The pious monarch 
himself was there, attired in sable weeds, and bear¬ 
ing a taper, to see himself interred and to celebrate 
his own obsequies ” ^ While they were singing the 
solemn mass for the dead he came forward and gave 
his taper into the hands of the officiating priest, 
in token of his desire to yield his soul into the 

^ Gonzalez denic^a this, as it seems to me, on insufficient ^louiids, 
which I have discussed in the preface to these chapters [See also Don 
John of Anstim, 2 vols loy 8vo, London, 1883, p. 18, note 9 ] 

^ Sigucn^a, m. p. 201 
VOL, V. 


Y 
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hands of his Maker. High above, over the kneeling 
throng and the gorgeous vestments, the flowers, the 
curling incense, and the glittering altar, the same idea 
shone forth in that splendid canvas whereon Titian 
had pictured Charles kneeling on the threshold of 
the heavenly mansions prepared for the blessed.^ 

Many years before, self-interment had been prac¬ 
tised by a bishop of Li^ge—Cardinal Erard de la 
Marck, Charles’s ambassador to the Diet during his 
election to the imperial throne; ® an example which 
may perhaps have led to the ceremonies at Yuste. 
For several years before his death, in 1528, did this 
prelate annually rehearse his obsequies and follow 
his cofSn to the stately tomb which he had reared in 
his cathedral at Lidge.® 

The funeral rites ended, the Emperor dined in his 
western alcove. He ate little, but he remained for I 

-I 

^ Supra, chap v. p. 172. 

2 “ And on the first Sunday lu Lent, after this, a minstrel, Rogci AVade 
byname, a crowder, solemnly celebiated Ins own inteiment, as tliongh 
he had been dead, and had masses sung foi Ins soul, bolli he hiniself and 
others m his company making offeung, so that many persons inai veiled 
thereat And this he did because he put no trust in executois , but by 
reason of this act some peisons of the religious oiders would have with¬ 
drawn from his liveiy (or daily allowance of the necessaries of life) which 
he had bought fiom them for the term of his life, he, himself, how¬ 
ever, died soon after Easter ” Chronicles of the Mayors and Shci tffs of 
London, The French Chronicle of London translated, with Notes and 
Illustrations, by Hem y Thomas Riley, London 1863,—quoted 111 Satviday 
Bemew, London, August 29, 1863 

* On the tomb were these words: erardus a mauka, mortem 
HABENS RJE OCULIS VIVENS POSUIT Am de la Hoiissaye, Mdmoires 
Historigues, &c., 2 vols. i2mo, Amsterd , 1722, p i86» 
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a great pai't of the afternoon sitting in the open an, ch x 
and basking in the sun, which, as it descended to ’'sss. 
the horizon, beat strongly upon the white walls. 

Feeling a violent pain in his head, he returned to 
his chamber and lay down. Mathys, whom he had 
sent in the morning to Xarandilla to attend the 
Count of Oropesa in his illness, found him, when 
he returned, still suffering considerably, and attri¬ 
buted the pain to his having remained too long in 
the hot sunshine. Next morning he was somewhat 
better, and was able to get up and go to mass, but 
still felt oppressed, and complained much of thirst. 

He told his confessor, however, that the funeral 
service of the day before had done him good. The 
sunshine again tempted him into his open gallery. 

As he sat there, he sent for a portrait of the Empress, ; Medita- 
and hung for some time, lost in thought, over the 
gentle face, which, with its blue eyes, auburn hair, 
and pensive beauty, somewhat resembled the noble 
countenance of that other Isabella, the great Queen 
of Castile. He next called for a picture of Our 
Lord praying in the garden, and then for a sketch 
of the Last Judgment, by Titian. Having looked 
his last upon the image of the wife of his youth, it 
seemed as if he were now bidding farewell, in the 
contemplation of these other favourite pictures, to 
the noble art which he had loved with a love that 
caies, and years, and sickness could not quench, and 
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OH X. that will ever be remembered with his better fame. 

1558. Thus occupied, he remained so long abstracted and 
motionless, that Mathys, who was on the watch, 
thought it right to awake him from his reverie. On 
being spoken to, he turned round and complained 
that he was ill. The doctor felt his pulse, and pro¬ 
nounced him in a fever. Again the afternoon sun 
was shining over the great walnut tree, full into the 
gallery. From this pleasant spot, filled with the 
fragrance of the garden and the murmur of the 
fountain, and bright with glimpses of the golden 
Vera, they carried him to the gloomy chamber of 

Laid on his sleepless nights, and laid him on the bed from 

Ms death- 1 . t i 

tei which he was to rise no more. 

Details The minute particulars of his last illness, which 

iUaess. have been preserved by eye-witnesses, or by persons 
who had conversed with them, will be most con¬ 
veniently grouped under the dates to which they 
belong. It was on the 31st August that the fever 
declared itself, but after going to bed that evening, 
his thirst subsided, and he felt easier 

Sept I. September i.—No gieat change took place in his 

Making of ^ ,, , -n i ^ 

hiswiu. , condition. But he was aware that the hand of 
j death was upon him, and wishing to finish his will, 

‘ he ordered that the secretary of state should be 
immediately applied to for a royal license empower- 
ing Graztelu to act on the occasion as a notary. 
Directions were at the same time given that couriers 
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and horses should be kept in readiness along the 

OH. X. 

road, to ensure despatch in the communications 

ISS8 

between Valladolid and Yuste. 


September 2.—The Emperor awoke, complaining 

Sept, 2. 

of violent thirst, and attempted to relieve it by 


drinking barley-water and sugar. Quixada begged 


leave to send for more doctors ; the patient said he 


did not like to have many of them about him; but 


he at last agreed that Comelio might be called in, 

Dr. Cor- 
nelio sent 

from Cigales. During the day he dozed at intervals, 

for. 

and towards the afternoon his mind was observed to 


wander; but in the evening he had rallied suffi¬ 


ciently to confess and receive the Eucharist, after 


which, at half-past eight, the physician took from 

. j 

bim nine or ten ounces of very black bad blood. 

. 1 

which afforded considerable relief. 

' 1 


September 3.—^He awoke refreshed, and altogether ' 
rather better At eleven he took some refreshment, 
and drank some wine and water, and a little beer; 
and then he heard Gazteln read that pait of his will 
which related to his household. In the afternoon 
he was again bled in the hand. This evening 
Quixada determined to pass the night in the palace, 
which he did not again quit while his master con¬ 
tinued to breathe 

September 4.—The pain had left the Emperor’s Sept. 4 
head, but the fever was still high. He regretted 
that more blood had not been taken fiom him, feel- 
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ing too fall of it—an opinion fiom which the doctors 
dissented. During the wliole day lie was very 
restless. He had stripped off the jacket, under¬ 
waistcoat, and drawers which he usually wore in 
bed, and lay tossing in his shirt under a single 
silken coverlet; and he insisted on the door and 
windows of his room being kept open. He com¬ 
plained bitterly of thirst, which the permitted syrup- 
vinegar and manna seemed to aggravate rather than 
allay; and the doctors were obliged to allow him 
nine ounces of his favourite beer, which he drank 
eagerly, with apparent relief. Vomiting and a 
slight perspiration followed. Quixada was looking 
anxiously for Dr. Cornelio, and had sent on horses 
to wait on the road for his litter. 

September 5.—Dr. Mathys administered to the 
Emperor a strong dose of rhubarb in thiec pills lie 
felt so much better that he gave orders that if the 
post-courier, who went out every afternoon at four, 
should meet Cornelio before he had accomplished 
half the journey, he was to tell him to go back. 
“ But,” said Quixada in his letter, “ I shall take 
care that he does not meet him at all, unless it be 
very near this place.” 

September 6 —^Thc patient was worse again; very 
feverish all day, and in the afternoon delnious ; but 
in the evening he was easier, and again sensible. 
An express arrived with a notary’s license foi Gaz- 
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telu, and letters from the Eegent and the great 
officers of state full of grief for the Emperor’s illness. 
The Princess was very anxious for leave to visit her 
father, but he would not consent to it. In the 
afternoon there was a storm, so violent, and accom¬ 
panied with such unusual darkness, that the post 
could not he despatched. 

September 7.—No change. The post sent off 
with a double bag. 

September 8.—^Dr. Comelio arrived, and with 
him Garcilasso de la Vega. The Emperor was 
neither better nor worse; Dr. Mathys stating the 
fact in a very long letter, which ended with the 
remark that the fever was not in itself dangerous, 
and might even prove beneficial, but that, the con¬ 
stitution of the patient considered, the result must 
be regai-ded with much doubt and apprehension. 
The sick man, however, was sufficiently easy and 
collected to receive Garcilasso, who had come laden 
with a heap of despatches, which were destined to 
remain uniead; and to express the greatest satis¬ 
faction at learning that his sister, the Queen of 
Hungary, had accepted the government of the 
Netherlands. Gaztelu employed the day in drawing 
out in due form a codicil to be added to the will. 
In the afternoon the wind and rain again roared 
round the convent, and the post was once more 
detained by the violence of the tempest 
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News of 
defeat of 
Count of 
Alcaudete 
in Africa, 


September 9.—The Emperor remained as before. 
A new gloom overspread the household in conse¬ 
quence of tidings from Africa, that Don Martin de 
Cordoba, Count of Alcaudete, and the army of Oran, 
had been cut to pieces by the infidels. Eor many 
years Viceroy of the Spanish dominions in Africa, 
and well skilled in the ways of the Moors both in 
policy and war, the ill-fated veteran was one of the 
most trusted counsellors of the Crown. During the 
spring and summer, the fortunes of a war between 
Hassan, Pacha of Algiers, son and heir of Bar- 
barossa, and Halif, the new King of Fez, gave him 
hopes of turning Moslem quarrels to Christian ad¬ 
vantage. Mostagan, a fortified town about twelve 
leagues to the east of Oran, was a prize upon which 
his hopes had been long fixed About the middle 
of August, therefore, at the head of 6,400 men, 
and a considerable tram of artillery, he marched 
thither, sending along the coast nine brigantines 
laden with munitions, and relying on piomiscs of 
further aid from the King of Fez But the expe¬ 
dition, which ought to have been a surpiise, was 
ruined by the undue caution of its movements. 

I The convoy was captured by an Algerine fleet; 
the Moorish ally proved faithless; the attack on 
Mostagan failed; and in their hasty retieat the 
weary, thirsty, and famished Cliiistians were over¬ 
taken by the army of Ilassan At Mazagran the 
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old Count, wto had completely lost his head, was 
trampled to death in the gateway by his own terri¬ 
fied troops, and the greater part of his army fell 
beneath the Turkish scimitar and the Arab spear, 
or was sent to row in the galleys of Algiers. His 
son, Don Martin de Cordoba, was taken prisoner, 
and only a handful of fugitives escaped to tell their 
tale of disaster at Oran. With Alcaudete, who had 
been looked upon as a leader no less prudent than 
brave, fell many knights and nobles of Andalusia; 
and the fate of his expedition caused such mourn¬ 
ing as had been unknown in Spain since the fatal 
day when that other Cordoba, the good knight of 
Aguilar, fell with his gallant band in the pass of 
the Eed Sieria.^ Qmxada and Gaicilasso, friends 
of many of the victims, were greatly astonished that 
a commander of so much expeiience should have 
put any trust in the punic promises of a Moor. 
They did not venture to break the news to the 
Emperor, knowing how keenly he would feel the 
leverse suffered by his son in the land of his own 
glory and misfortune ® lie therefore went to the 
grave unconscious of the calamity which had be- 
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^ L dc Marmol Carvajal, Desc/iipcion de Africa^ 3 tom, fol, Granada, 
1573-99, 31 pp, 197-9 Fi. Diego de Ilaedo, Histoiia de Atgel^ fol , 
Valladolid, 1612, p 174 Don Maitm de Coidoba was ransomed, and 
lived to be Governor of Oiau, and to levenge hib father’s death. A. Lopez 
de Haro, Nobdario de Espana^ 2 tom, fol, Madiid, 1622, up 153 
“ Supra, chap. iv. p. 137 
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fallen Spain. No visible change had taken place 
in his condition, but he was able to hear the 
codicil of his will read, and to sign and seal it. 

Charles had made his will on the 6th June 1554, 
at Bruxelles. The codicil, from its great length, 
its minuteness, and the frequent recurrence of pro¬ 
visions to be observed in case he died before he 
should see his son, there being now no hope of such 
a meeting, appears to have been prepared some time 
before. But as it was read to him ere his trembling 
hand affixed the last stamp of his authority, it re¬ 
mains as a proof that one of his latest acts was to 
charge Philip, by his love and allegiance, and by his 
hope of salvation, “to take care that the heretics 
were repressed and chastised with all publicity and 1 
rigour, as their faults deserved, without respect of I 
persons, and without regard to any plea in then- 
favour.” The rest of the paper is filled with direc¬ 
tions for his interment, and with a list of legacies to 
forty-eight servants, and many thoughtfjil arrange¬ 
ments foi the comfort of those who had followed 
him from Flanders Although willing to send all 
his Protestant subjects to martyrdom, he watched 
with fatherly kindness over the foituncs of grooms 
and scullions. It is said that Fray Juan de Uegla 
proposed that Don John of Austria should be named 
in the will as next heir to the crown, failing the Em¬ 
peror’s grandchildren ; but if this incredible advice 
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were given by the confessor, the dying man had oh x 
energy enough left to reject it with indignation.^ ^sss 

September lo.—He was somewhat easier, although sept. lo 
very weak, and able to take no nourishment, except 
a few spoonfuls of mutton-broth. He once more 
received the Eucharist, and confessed with great 
devoutness Garcilasso was admitted to his bed¬ 
side to take leave, and again was assured of the 
relief he felt in knowing that the Netherlands Queen of 

® Hungary 

were to be governed by Queen Mary. Gaztelu wrote 
that it was His Majesty’s particular desire that a ^’lauders 
safe-conduct should be immediately prepared for 
Dr. Comelio and ten or twelve persons, who were to 
go to Flanders, but that it was to be kept secret for 
the present from the Queen, for good and sufficient' 
reasons. Quixada, in his letter to Vazquez, said 
that it would be well that orders should be sent to 
him for his guidance, in case it should please God 
to make the sickness of His Majesty mortal. 

September 11.—A crisis in the fever had been sept. ir 
looked for on this day, and the doctors were of tho fever 
opinion that it was changing into what they called 
a double tertian. Don Luis de Avila came, and 
remained at Quacos 

September 12 —The patient had passed a better sept is 

^ Saliizar de Mendoza de Castilluy fol i6i) says that Regia 

used to tell the stoiy himself 


348 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


OH. x. night, and was able to take some food; and hopes 
1558- of a recovery began to be entertained, 
sopt T3. September 13. — These hopes faded. He was 
worse, decidedly worse. Nothing would remain on his 
stomach, and his weakness, and the state of his 
pulse, greatly alarmed the two physicians. His 
throat was constantly choked with phlegm, which, 
being too feeble to expectorate, he endeavoured to 
remove with his finger. Letters from the Eegent 
and the Queen of Hungary continued to express 
their wish to go to Yuste. Quixada, writing in 
reply, said that His Majesty had always, since the 
beginning of his illness, been averse to this pro¬ 
posal, and that when he himself spoke of it again 
to-day, the Emperor shook his head, as if to say no 
Had His Majesty been equal to any exertion, he 
would have also ventured to remind him that he 
ought formally to thank the Queen for consenting 
to return to Flanders, knowing, as he did, how glad 
and how grateful he had been on receiving the in¬ 
telligence. But, in truth, he was unfit not only to 
j write, but even to dictate a letter, or to attend to any 
business whatsoever. If the Archbishop of Toledo, 
, therefore, was on the road to Yuste, he need not 
hurry himself. When he ariived, he must lodge 
I either at a Dominican monastery, about a league olf, 
or at Quacos, as no stranger could be put up at 
Yuste without the express orders of TTis Majesty. 
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September 15.—^Brhubarb pills had been again oh. x. 
admiaistered with good effect, and hope was not 
yet extinguished. “ But,” adds Quixada, “ you can Sept. 15 
hardly imagine how weak His Majesty is. We all 
of us do our best to anticipate his wants, and if 
our blood would do him good, we would give it 
most joyfully.” 

September 16.—^The doctors considered him in sept. 16. 
a slight degree better. Avila, on the other hand, 
thought him hanging between life and death. A 
courier came from Lisbon with letters from the 
Queen of Portugal, and to carry back news of the 
Emperor’s health. Catherine was aware of the 
dangerous state of her brother, and she had given 
great alms for the benefit of his soul, and had 
ordered masses to be said for him in every chuich ' 
in the kingdom. I 

September 17.—Mathys wrote that the Emperor isept. 17 
had been seized with ague fits, the cold fits lasting 
much longer than the hot; that he vomited fre¬ 
quently and violently, “ after which His Majesty lies 
unable to speak or move, and does not even ask for 
water to wash his mouth ” Gaztelu informed the 
secretary of state that he was no better, and that 
certain moneys had arrived from Seville. Quixada 
wrote not only to Vazquez, but to the Regent and 
to the King. In each of the letters he said that the Little 
doctors now entertained little hope, and that the 
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OH. X. Emperor’s state was truly deplorable. To the King 
ISS8- he gave a brief sketch of the codicil which had 
been added to the will. “ The Emperor ” he wrote, 
“ having once expressed a desire to be buried 
here, and that the Empress should be brought from 
Granada to be laid beside him, I ventured to observe 
that this house was not of sufficient quality to be 
made the resting-place of such great sovereigns; 
upon which he said he would leave the matter in 
the hands of your Majesty.” The chamberlain con¬ 
cluded by assuring the King that in the matter he 
knew of—^perhaps alluding to Don John—he woffid 
use every precaution in the world until His Majesty 
came to Spain. 

Sept.i8. September i8. —“The Emperor,” wrote Mathys, 
“ touched nothing to-day but a little chicken-broth 
and some watered wine; the phlegm in his throat 
was very troublesome ” Quixada said that he had 
not spoken a word for twenty-four hours ; and Avila 
gave it as his opinion that he was certainly worse, 
whatever the doctors might say. 

Sept. 19. j September 19. — Mathys announced that the hot 
1 and cold fits continued with great violence, and that 
his pulse was getting feebler and feebler. Dr. 
Cornelio had been ill and feverish all yesterday, and 
was no better to-day At eight in the evening, 

I Quixada wrote that a servant of the Archbishop of 
Toledo was just come to say that the Primate might 
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be looked for immediately; but it was now of no oh x 
consequence when he arriyed, as all hope of the ^sss 
Emperor being able to attend to business was past. 

Called to the sick-room, the writer laid his pen down, 
and resumed it in three-quarters of an hour. He 
wrote thus: “ The doctors say, the fever rises and 
his strength sinks. Ever since noon I have been 
keeping them from giving him extreme unction. 

They have been with me again to say it is time, but 
I have sent them to feel his pulse once more; for I 
will not allow the thing to be done until the neces¬ 
sity for it is quite plain. Thrice have they thus tried 
to bury him, as it were, and it goes to my very soul 
to see it.” The course of the pen was once more 
checked. “ I had written thus far, when the doctors ' 

i 

came, and urged me to make haste. We have > Emperor 
thereiore given His MaiesLy extreme unction It extreme 
seemed to me premature, but I yielded to the opinion 
of those who ought to know best. You will under¬ 
stand how I, who have served him thirty-seven years, 
feel at seeing him thus going. May God take liim 
to heaven! But I say again that, to my thinking, 
the end will not be to-night. God be with him, 
and with us all! The ceremony is just now over, 
nine at night, Monday, September 19,” 

There were two forms of administeiing this clown¬ 
ing rite, a longer form for churchmen and a briefer 
one for the laity. At the request of the prior, the 
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Emperor was asked by Quixada which of the two 
he preferred, and he chose to be treated in the 
ecclesiastical fashion. This involved the reading of 
the seven penitential psalms, a litany, and several 
passages of Scripture, through all of which the 
Emperor made the proper responses in an audible 
voice. After the service was over he appeared 
rather revived than exhausted by it. 

September 20 —^During the whole of the past 
night he had been attended by his confessor, and by 
the preacher Villalva, who frequently read aloud, at 
his request, passages from Scripture—usually from 
the Psalms. The psahn which he liked best was that 
beginning “ Dormne ’ refugium factvm es nobis." ^ 
Soon after daybreak he signified his wish to be 
left alone with his chamberlain. When the door 
was shut upon the retiring clergy, he said, “ Luis 
Quixada, I feel that I am sinking little by little, 
for which I thank God, since it is Ilis will. Tell 
the King, my son, that I beg he will settle with my 
servants who have attended me to my death, that 
he will find some employment for William Van 
Male, and that he will forbid the friars of this 
j convent to receive guests in the house ” Ho then 
expressed his great regret at not being able to con¬ 
fer with the Archbishop of Toledo about the afifaii 


^ “ Loid * Tliou lust been our lefuge ” xc of our version) 
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between the King and Queen of Bohemia; and said oh- x. 
he had intended to send an envoy to convey his 
opinion of the matter to Maximihan, but had waited 
until he should have heard the Primate’s story. 

“As for what he told me to say of myself,” said 
Quixada, in writing to Philip II., “I do not repeat 
it, being so nearly concerned in it; and other things 
I will also leave untold until it pleases God to bring 
your Maiesty hither.” The Emperor afterwards asked He insists 

^ ^ receiv- 

for the Eucharist. Fray Juan de Eegla reminded 
him that after having received extreme unction, that 
sacrament was no longer necessary. “It may not 
be necessary,” said the dying man, “but it is good 
company on so long a journey.” About seven in | 
the morning, therefore, the consecrated wafer was ■ 
brought from the high altar of the church, followed ‘ 
by the friars in solemn procession. The patient re- , 
ceived it, with great devoutness, from the hands of . 
his confessor, but he had great difficulty in swallow¬ 
ing the sacred morsel, and afterwards opened his 
mouth, and made Quixada see if it had all gone 
down. In spite of his extreme weakness, he 
followed all the responses as usual, and repeated, 
with much fervour, the whole verse, “Jh manus iiisdsTout- 
iuas Domine ' commendo spiritum meum ; rediinisti 
nos Domine > Deus veritatis; ” ^ and he afterwards 

' “Into Thy hands, 0 Loid, I commend my spint, Tliou hast re- 
deemed us, 0 Lord God of tiutli ” 

VOL V. Z 
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CH. X. remained kneeling in his bed for some time, and 
iss8. uttering ejaculations in praise of the Blessed Sacra¬ 
ment, so pious and so apposite that the friars con- 


Arch¬ 
bishop of 
Toledo 
amves. 


ceiyed them to be prompted by the Holy Ghost. 
He was soon, however, seized with violent vomitings; 
and, during the greater part of the day, lay motion¬ 
less, with closed eyes, hut not unconscious of what 
went on around him. 

About noon the Archbishop arrived, and was 
immediately admitted to the sick-room, where he 
was recognised by the patient, who addressed a few 
words to him, and told him to go and repose him¬ 
self/ The Count of Oropesa and his brother, Don 
Francisco, also came, although they were themselves 
hardly recovered from their lUness. In the after¬ 
noon it was supposed that the Emperor’s strength 


^ M Baldiuizen van den Brink {La Retraite^ pp 47-50), on the aiitlio- 
f rity of the fnai, whose memoir he has analysed, gives a diilcient account 
j of the Archbishop’s reception Admitted to kiss the Empeioi’b hand on 
I hia ariTval, he was lefused admission in the afternoon, although Quixada, 
' Oiopcsa, and Avila entreated Chailes to sec him. At last, (iuixada told 
• the confessor Regia that they all believed that he was the cau^o of these 
> repeated refusals Regia indignantly denied the imputation, and Siud 
j he did not care if all the pi elates of Spam were admitted, that it was 
obvious that the Emperor did not wish to see the Aichhishop, .ind tliat 
I at such a moment he did not think his wishes should be op])oscd , but, 
' that no doubt might remain, he would himself, m the piescncc of 
Quixada and Avila, ask His Majesty to receive him. When the pioposal 
was made, Chailes leplicd only by a reproachful look, and the Aich- 
bishop at last effected an enhance later in the day with the othei atten¬ 
dants, when it was reported that the Emperor was at the point of death 
Having leached the bedside, the pi elate expounded the psalm, Dc P/o- 
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was ebbing fast, and all bis friends assembled at the gh. x. 

palace. They found him perfectly calm and col- ’'sss. 

lected, for which he expressed great thankfulness, it 

having long been his dread that he might die out 

of his mind. A few words of consolation, touching 

forgiveness of sins, were at intervals addressed to 

him by the Archbishop—words which Regia treasured 

up and reported to the Inquisition. Sad and swarthy 

of visage, Carranza had also a hoarse, disagreeable 

voice. Hearing it on one of these occasions, the 

Emperor gave a sign of impatience so unmistakeable, 

that Quixada thought it right to interpose, and 

whisper, “Hush, my lord, you are disturbing His 

Majesty.”^ The Primate took the hint and was 

j silent. I 

' Towards eight o’clock in the evening, Charles ' 

i ‘ 

1 

I 

fundis. The Empeior listened in silence, but after he was gone out, said 
to Regia, Did you observe the tone in which the Aichbi&hop said, ‘All 
IS finished’ ^ ” On the whole, I am inclined to ieject this sfcoiy, as not 
agicoing Mith tlic evidence affoided by the Gonzalez MS There I find 
no tiace of the Enipeioi’s unwillingness to see tlie Aichbishop, and 
Quixada expicssly statoss that he gieatly legietted being too weak to 
talk with him on the delicate affaii about which he had come Had this 
unwillingness existed, would Quixada have concealed it from the King, 
or -would the Aichhishop ha\o ventured to wiite to the Regent, as he did 
write, of his giacious icceiition’ On the otliei hand, the coiifes-soi Regia, 
fiom whom, directly oi iiulnectly, the stoiy comes, being one o£ the Aich- 
bishop’s chief accuseis hcfoie tlic Inquisition, had an inteiest in iiiakiiig 
it appear that he had acted faiily hy the Piimate at Yuste, and that the 
Empeior, as well «is hiinself, had been struck with liis unoithodox 
exposition of the psalm 
^ Siguen9a, ni p. 203 
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OH. X . asked if the consecrated tapers were ready. He 
iss8. was evidently sinking rapidly. The physicians ac¬ 
knowledged that the case was past their skill, and 
Closing that all hope was over. Comelio retired. Mathys 
remained by the bedside, occasionally feeling the 
patient’s pulse, and whispering to the group of 
anxious spectators, “His Majesty has but two hours 
to live—^but one hour—^but half-an-hour.” Charles 
meanwhile lay in a stupor, seemingly unconscious, 
but now and then murmuring a prayer and turning 
his eyes to heaven. At length he raised himself 
and called for “William.” Van Male was instantly 
at his side, and understood that he wished to be j 
turned in bed, during which operation the Emperor 
leaned upon him heavily, and uttered a groan of I 
agony. The physician now looked towards the door, j 
and said to the Archbishop, who was standing in ■ 
its shadow, “Domine, jam moriturf” “My lord, he 1 
is now dying! ” The Primate came forward with ' 
the chaplain ViUalva, to whom he made a sign to 
speak. It was now nearly two o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing of the 21st September, St. Matthew’s Day. Ad¬ 
dressing the dying man, the favourite preacher told 
him how blessed a privilege he enjoyed in having 
been born on the Feast of St. Matthias the Apostle, 

^ who had been chosen by lot to complete the number 
I of the twelve, and in being about to die on the 
I Feast of St. Matthew, who foi Christ’s sake had 
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forsaken wealth, as His Majesty had forsaken im- oh. x. 
penal power. For some time the preacher held 
forth in this pious and edifying strain. At last the 
Emperor interposed, saying, “ The time is come: 
bring me the candle and the crucifix.” These were 
cherished relics, which he had long kept in reserve 
for this supreme hour. The one was a taper from 
Our Lady’s shrine at Montserrate, the other, a 
crucifix of beautiful workmanship, which had been 
taken from the dead hand of his wife at Toledo, 
and which afterwards comforted the last moments 
of his son at the Escorial. He received them 
eagerly from the Archbishop, and taking one in 
each hand, for some moments he silently contem¬ 
plated the figure of the Saviour, and then clasped 
it to his bosom. Those who stood nearest to the 
bed now heard him say quickly, as if replying to a 
call, “ Ya, voy, Senor” —“Now, Loid, I am going” 

As his strength failed, his fingers relaxed then 
hold of the crucifix, which the Primate therefore , 
took, and held it up before him. A few moments ^ 
of dcath-urcstle between soul and body followed ; 
after winch, with his eyes fixed on the cross, and 
with a voice loud enough to be heard outside the oeatu, 
room, he died “Ay, Jesus!” and expired 

The clock hud just struck two. In or near the sept. 21. 
chamber of death were assembled the piior, the 
chaplains, and Fray Pedro cle Sotomajor, Qinxada 
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CH. X and Gaztelu, and the two physicians; the Count 

iss8, of Oropesa, his brother Don Francisco de Toledo, 

his cousin Don Juan, and his uncle Don Diego, 
Abbot of Oabahas; Don Luis de Avila, and Arch¬ 
bishop Carranza. Don John of Austria, in his 
quality of page to Quixada, is likewise supposed 
to have witnessed the end of him whom he was 
afterwards so proud to caU his sire. The Count, 
the Primate, the Grand Commander, the secretary, 
and the chamberlain, immediately retired to write 
letters to Valladolid All agreed that the behaviour 
of the Emperor on his death-bed had been most 
pious and edifying. Avila recorded with pride that 
his master had given him a look of recognition just ; 
before the final struggle. Quixada said he had died i 
as devoutly as the Queen of France, and in a 
manner worthy of the “ greatest man that ever had 
lived, or ever would live, in the world ” ^ 

While the courtiers wrote their letters, the phy- 

1 “ Y con 41 in Jhesus acab^el mas puncipal liomTjro quo Iia liavido ni 
alird ” Quixada to Juan Vazquez, 26th Sept 1558, Goii/dloz IM R licti mte 
et Mm't de Chwilcs-Qmnt au MonasUre dr Yustc, par ]\I Ciachartl, 3 
tomes, 8vo, Bruxelles, 1854 Lettres tnCditcs^ tom. 1 ]> 406 A few 
j particulais of the death-bed scene I have gleaned from a lettci, wiiUen 
I on the 27th September 1558, by one of the monks of Yusio, A\liic‘h foims 
I part of the Colletion de documentos vntdito^ para la liisioi la de Espana^ 
por D, Maitm Teriiandez de Navarette, D Miguel do Salva, y Don 
Pedio Sanz de Baranda, 8 vols 4to, Madrid, 1842-46, vi p 667 The 
names both of the receiver and of the writci arc unknown, l)u1 it is not 
impiobable that the letter proceeded fioni tlie pen of Fiay Hernando de 
Corral. See supra, chap v p 150 
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sicians remained beside the body, assnring them¬ 
selves of the fact that the spirit had indeed departed. 

At intervals, during the hom's of darkness, they- 
applied their ears to the pulseless bosom, and held 
a mirror to the lips whence no breathing came. 

At daybreak, the corpse having been washed and 
anointed, was laid out on the bed, with the curtains 
drawn closely around. Four monks, chosen by the 
prior, kept watch in the chamber with tapers burn¬ 
ing. Luis Quixada, his tender and anxious occu¬ 
pation gone, now had leisure to feel his loss and 
indulge his sorrow. For hours he remained weep¬ 
ing by the bed, which was now disturbed by no 
fevered tossings, and where the pillow needed smooth¬ 
ing no more. It was long ere the friars, overawed 
by his presence, yet stung by their super-feminme i 
curiosity, found an opportunity of peeping within 
the curtains. When, at length, some pressing cunosity 

^ of watch- 

matter of the arrangements called the chamberlain mgfuars 
from the room, the diapery was cautiously drawn 
aside, and the Jeionymites beheld the ivell-known 
face, in all the majesty of its deep repose. It had 
somewhat more of colour, and a more cheerful ex¬ 
pression than it had lately worn; the body was 
habited in the robe in which Charles usually slept; 
a piece of black stuff was laid across the breast; 
and the head was covered with an embroidered 
cap On the bosom was placed the crucifix of the 
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Empress; and at the head of the bed hung a beauti¬ 
ful picture of Our Blessed Lady.^ 

In the course of the morning a messenger was sent 
to Plasencia for two hundred yards of black cloth 
for hangings for the church; and that day and the 
next were spent in making other preparations for 
the funeral. On the 23rd September, the licentiate 
Murga, of Quacos, being disabled by illness, the 
corregidor of Plasencia, Don Pedro Osorio Zapata, 
arrived, and in his presence the will was read, and 
a certificate of the death properly drawn up and 
signed. The body had meanwhile been embalmed | 
by the physicians. Enclosed in a leaden cof&n, | 
within a massive outer case of chestnut-wood, 
and covered with a black velvet pall, it was then ' 
lowered through the bedroom window into the ' 
church, and placed on a canopied catafalque in 
front of the high altar.® The funeial services lasted 


’1 ^ Baldiuizen van den Bnnk, La Bcti aite, p. 53. The moiilc, of ■whose 

memou tlie woik is an analysis, was one of the foui who watched by 
the coipse, which gives the grcatei inteiest and autlioiity to liis siini)lo 
details. 

2 Sandoval (u p S35) says that these pieparations had been haully 
made, when the coiregidor of Plasencia arrived, with his clcilcs and 
constables, and, m spite of the friars' lemonstiances, opened tlio collin 
in order to identify the body This stoiy, so impiobable in itself, would 
[ not he woith mcntioiiiug but for the fact, that Sandoval jirofesses to 
' have been guided, in Ins account of the Empeior at Yustc, by a papci 
' drawn up by the prior But as it is contradicted by tlie evidence of 
the Gonzalez MS , and not mentioned by Sigucnja, I have 1 ejected it 
Another better known fable seems to be indebted for geneial ciicula- 
tiontoDi. Salazar de Mendoca, In his Dtgmdadcs dc Castilla, p 158, 
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for three days, and the monks of three neighbouring 
convents swelled the company of mourners and 
the dirges for the dead. Each day mass was said 
by the Primate, assisted hy the prior as deacon, and 
the prior of Granada as suh-deacon. The house¬ 
hold of the Emperor displayed great feeling during 
the solemn rites, and Quixada, Gaztelu, and Avila 
were especially overcome with grief. 

A funeral sermon was preached on the first day, 
by the eloquent Villalva, who had found an occa¬ 
sion worthy of all his powers. By desire of 
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he tolls us that CliailcR, five ycais befoie his death, had caused his 
coffin to be nuide, with a wmdmg-sheet, and othei furnituie of the tomb, 
and kept them in Ins bodioom, and looked at them nightly before 
rotiiing to rest. People who saw the box thought it must be filled with 
ticasuic, 01 iiiipoitant papers, and when asked about it, the Empeior 
would smile, and say it did contain something which he valued veiy 
highly Salazar, a Spamaid, cites as his authoiity a Frenchman, 
Picno Giogoue of Tlioulouse, who tells the stoiy at gieat length m hits 
woik, Dg Bcqniblica, 2 tom fob, Lugdimi, 1609, lib vi. cap 111 sect 
S, tom 1 p 139, and says ho found it “in oiatioiie fuuebn ejus 
(Caroli V) Snoiica”—a .source which I have been unable to discovei. 
SaiidoViil had heal d it, but did not believe it I have somewhere read 
a simihii aneednte of the Empcioi Maximilian I Sec Dn. Vehse, 
Mvmoiis of (lie Court of AnUiKij 2 vols Svo, London, 1856, 1 p 27 
Joint Mvclvii Holes 111 his J)tai ijy i3lh May 16S0— ‘ I was at the fune- 
lal of old Ml Slush, Miistei Slnjiwright of llis Majesty’s yaid lieie 
[DepLfoid ], an liuiiesL and leiiniik.iblc mdn, .ind his death a public loss, 
foi Ins e\C( lleiil; success in building slnps (tliougli altogetliei illiteiato), 
and foi bleeding up so m.iiiy of Ins cliildrou to bo able aitists It 
was llio enslom of tins good man to use m tlie nigbt .iiid to ]>la^, 
kneeling in bm owiie coibn, winch ho luid lying by him many jcais 
He nas boiiio in that famous yc.iio of I he Gunpowdei Plot, 1605 ”— 
Manonii of John Kodijti, Goni^n hib Dumj, and a iiclcctivn of 
hvi LUlns^ 8vo, London, 1S70, ]) 417 
Of Sii William Peiidaius, of Pendariis, m Cornwall [1720-30], Mrs 
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Quixada the orator had kept notes, day by day, 
of what occurred at the imperial death-bed;' and 
these he now wrought into a discourse, so impas¬ 
sioned, that some of the hearers declared that it 
made their flesh creep, and their hair stand on end. 
In that part of his peroration in which it was the 
custom for a preacher to address himself to the 
more distinguished of his audience, the friar pro¬ 
duced a great effect by apostrophising the Emperor 
as if he were still alive, and listening to the sermon 
in his accustomed place. In the earlier part of 
the service it had happened that a dispute had 
arisen between Avila and Quixada, about a chair 
which had been brought into the choir for the use 
of one of the noble worshippers, probably the 

Delaney says—“ One of lus strange exploits was having a collin made of 
copper (which one of Ins mines that year produced), and placed in the 
midst of hiB gieat hall, and instead of his making use of it as a monitoi 
that might have made him ashamed and teiufied at his past life, and 
induce him to make amends in future, it was filled with punch, and lie 
and his comiades soon made themselves incapable of any soiL of reflec¬ 
tion. This was often repeated, and hurried linn on to that awful 
moment he had so much reason to dread ”—Autobiography and Corre¬ 
spondence of Mary Granville (Mrs. Delaney), edited by J.ady Llanover, 

5 3 vols 8vo, London i86i, vol i p 66 

I [Mr Geoige William Manning, Rector of St Potrock Mmoi, Cornwall, 
j who died m Ins sixty eighth yeai, on April 22, 1876, and who had udvei- 
1 tised some time previously that he would leject all lelteis addressed 
“Reverend,” a title winch he declined to adopt, since dissenting 
ministeis used it, requuing that he should he addiessed as 1 \V ” A\ab 
' exceedingly eccentric. lie had his coffin made some years before lus 
death, and slept either upon or in it for many months ] 

^ Los Santos, Hist, de la Ord de S Gcrdnimo, fol., Madrid, 1680, tom, 
iv p. 516. 
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Count of Oropesa, who was in feeble health. The ch. x. 
chamberlain declared that no person should sit in ^ss. 
the presence of the Emperor, though in his coffin. 

The Grand Commander urged the necessity of the 
case, and the infirmities of his friend. “If he 
cannot stand or kneel like other people,” said 
Quixada, “ he had better stay away; ” and he 
ordered a page to remove the chair. The matter 
was being debated when Villalva ascended the 
pulpit, and it helped to point the application of the 
sermon’s close. The rule which Quixada enforced 
on others was scrupulously obeyed by himself. His 
close attendance, and that of Don John, at the 
ceremonies was remarked in the convent; and it 
was observed that neither of them, from morning 
to night, ever sat down.^ * 

Seimons were also pronounced, on the second day, ' sermons 
by Fray Luis do San Gregorio, piior of Granada, Lmades 
and, on the third, by Fray Francisco de Angulo, prior and Fr 
of Engiacia at Zaragoza. The imperial dust Anguio. 
was then mingled with the common earth. “Let 
my sepulture,” said the will of Chailcs, “ be so 
oidered, that the lowei half of my body ho beneath, 
and the upper half before, the high altar, that the 
jiiiest nho says mass may tread upon my head and 
my bieast.” But the clcigy piesent being divided in 


^ Bakliuizen van den Bunk, La ReUavUy pp 55 , 56 
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opinion as to the lawfulness of placing under the 
high altar a corpse not in the odour of sanctity, the 
matter was compromised by laying the coifin in a 
cavity made in the wall behind, so that it encroached 
on a very small portion of the holy ground. 

So ended the career of Charles V., the greatest 
monarch of the memorable sixteenth century. The 
vast extent of his dominions in Europe, the wealth 
of his transatlantic empire, the sagacity of his mind, 
and the energy of his character, combined to render 
him the most famous of the successors of Charle¬ 
magne.’- “ Christendom,” -wrote a Venetian envoy ® 
in 1551, in one of those curious secret reports ad- 1 
dressed by the keenest of observers, to the most 
jealous of governments, “ has seen no prince since 
Charlemagne so wise, so valorous, or so great as this j 
Emperor Charles.” Pre-eminently the man of his | 
time, his name is seldom wanting to any monument 
of the age. He stood between the days of chivalry. 


^ On lijs policy at home and abroad his successors modelled, or at¬ 
tempted to model, theus “It is our maxim m the Council of Htato,” 
said the second Don John of Austria, in 1679, “always to coiihuU llic 
spirit of the great Charles V —to considei what he would have done in 
this or that difficult crisis, and to endeavoui to do likewise ” Itelalimi 
du Voyage d'Espagne (pai Mme D’Aiilnoy), 3 tomes i2nio, ala ll.iyc*, 
I 1691, tom 111. p 16 They even earned it so tar that it was s.ud tliat 
the shabby coach in which Chailcs II diove about Madrid was so shabby 
and old-fashioned because it Avas httiug that the model of Charles V 
should not be depaited fiom (D’Auliioy) 

® Marino de’ Cavalli, Bulletin de Vacad, loy dc Bruxelles, tom xii 
P 57 
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wMcli were going out, and the days of printing, oh. x 
which were coining in; respecting the traditions of isss 
the one, and fulfilling many of the requirements of 
the other. Men of the sword found him a bold 
cavalier; and those whose weapons were their 
tongues or their pens, soon learned to respect him 
as an astute and consummate politician. Like his 
ancestors, Don Jayme or Don Sancho, with lance in 
rest, and shouting “ Santiago for Spain ! ” he led his 
knights against the Moorish host, among the olives 
of Goleta ; and even in his last campaign in Saxony, 
the cream-coloured genet of the Emperor was ever 
seen in the van of battle, like the famous piebald 
charger of Turenne in later fields of the palatin¬ 
ate. Some historians have contrasted Charles with 


his more showy and perhaps more amiable rival, | 
Francis 1 , making the two monai’chs the impeisona- ! 
tions of opposite qualities and ideas—the Emperor, of 
statecraft and cunning, the King, of soldiership and 
gallantry. Francis was, no doubt, oftener to be seen 
glittering in armour, and adorning the pageants of 
loyalty and Avar; but Charles was oftener in the 
tiencli and the field, scenes for which alone he cared 


to (Ion his battered mail and shabby accoutrements. 
Ills joui’ucy across France, in order to repress the 
revolt of Ghent, was a finer example of daring, of 
a groat danger deliberately braved for a great pur¬ 
pose, than IS to be found m the story of the gay 
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OH. X. champion of the field of gold. In the council- 

ISS8. chamber he was ready to measure minds with all 

comers—with the northern envoy who claimed liberty 
of conscience for the Protestant princes; with the 
magnifico who excused the perfidies of Venice; or 
with the still subtler priest, who stood forth in red 
stockings to gloze in defence of the still greater 
iniquities of the Holy See. In the prosecution of his 
plans, and the maintenance of his influence, Charles 
shrank from no labour of mind, or fatigue of body. 
Where other sovereigns would have sent an ambas¬ 
sador, and opened a negotiation, he paid a visit, and 
concluded a treaty. From Groningen to Otranto, 
from Vienna to Cadiz, no unjust steward of the 
house of Austria could be sure that his misdeeds 
would escape detection on the spot from the keen 
cold eye of the indefatigable Emperor. The name 
of Charles is connected, not only with the wars and 
politics, but with the peaceful arts of his time : it is 
Imked with the graver of the Vico, the chisel of 
Leoni, the pencil of Titian, and the lyre of Aiiosto ; 
and as a lover and patron of ait, his fame stood as 
high at Venice and Nuremberg as at Antwerp and 
Toledo. 

His abdica- The admiration which was raised by the great 
it5 causes, events of his reign, was sustained to the last by 
the unwonted manner of its close In our days, 
abdication has been so frequently the refuge of 
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weak men, fallen on evil times, or the last shift 
of baffled bad men, that it is difficult for us to 
conceive the sensation which must have been pro¬ 
duced by the retirement of Charles. En gla.- nd is 
among the few nations of Europe to whose thrones 
there are no pretenders expiating in exile their 
personal or inherited sins—perhaps the sole nation 
whose royal house has no member who has put 
off, or has declined to put on, the hereditary crown. 
Now that the divinity which doth hedge a king 
has become a bowing wall and a tottering fence, 
it is almost impossible to look upon the solemn 
ceremony which was enacted at Bruxelles with 
the feeling or the eyes of the sixteenth centmy. 
The act of the Emperor was a thing not indeed ^ 
altogether unheard of, but known only in books | 
and distant times. The kmghts of the Fleece, who ' 
wept on the dais, around their Caesar, knew little 
moic about Diocletian than was known by the 
faimcrs and clothiers who elbowed each other in 
the crowd below. It was only some rai’e student 
who remembered that a Theodosius and an Isaac 
had submitted their heads to the razor, to save 
their necks from the axe or the bow-string; that 
a Lothaiic had led a hermit’s life in the foiest of 
Ardennes; that a Carloman had milked the ewes 
of the Benedictines at Monte Cassino. Spanish 
history afforded several examples of abdications. 
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OH X. but they belonged to the misty ages of the Goth, 
ISS8- and the Castilian who was in the habit of allud¬ 
ing to very remote antiquity as “ the days of King 
Wamba,” perhaps seldom knew that the example 
set by that martial monarch had been followed 
by Bermudo and Alonso and Eamiro, when each, 
in his turn, exchanged the diadem for the cowl. 
The act of Charles, therefore, was fitted to strike 
the imagination of men, by the novelty of the 
occasion, by the solemnity of the circumstances, 
by the splendour of the abdicated crowns, and by 
the world-wide fame with which they had been 
worn. 

There can be no doubt that the Emperor gave the 
true reasons of his retirement when, panting for 
breath, and unable to stand alone, he told the States 
of Flanders that he resigned the government because 
it was a burden which his shattered frame could no 
longer bear. He was fulfilling the plan which he 
had cherished for nearly twenty years. Indeed, he 
seems to have determined to abdicate almost at the 
time when he determined to reign. So powerful a 
mind as that of Charles, has seldom been so taidy 
i in giving evidence of power. Until he appealed in 
, Italy, in 1529, the thirtieth year of his age, his 
strong will had been as wax in the hands of othei 
men. Up to that time the most laborious, reserved, 
and inflexible of princes, was the most docile sub- 


EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


369 


ject of his ministers. His mind ripened slowly, CH. x. 
and his body decayed prematurely. By nature and ^558. 
hereditary habit a keen sportsman, in his youth he 
was unwearied in tracking the bear and the wolf 
over the hills of Toledo and Granada; and he was 
distinguished for his prowess against the bull and 
the boar.^ Yet ere he had turned fifty, he was 
induced to amuse himself by shooting crows and 
daws amongst the trees of his garden. The hand 
which had wielded the lance, and curbed the 
charger, was so enfeebled with gout, that it was 
sometimes unable to break the seal of a letter. 
Declining fortune combined with decaying health I 
to maintain him in that general vexation of spirit 
which he shared with King Solomon. His later 
schemes of policy and conquest ended in nothing 
but disaster and disgrace. The Pope, the Turk, the 
King of Prance, and the Protestant princes of the 
empire, were once more arrayed against the poten¬ 
tate, who, in the bright morning of his career, had 
imposed laws upon them all. The flight from Inns¬ 
bruck avenged the cause which seemed lost at 
Muhlbcrg. The treaty of Passau, by placing the 
Lutheran religion amongst the recognised institu¬ 
tions of the empire, overturned the entire fabric of 

' LibiodtlaMonUua Dts(yursodeG.AigotedeMoh)w,\i 6 ; lUnke’s 
Oltommi and Spaimli Empnu',, tianslatid !)y Kelly, Svo, London, 1843, 

1 > 30 
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OH X the Emperor’s policy, and destroyed his hopes of 
*ss8- transmitting the imperial crown to his son. While 
the doctors of the Church assembled at Trent, in 
that council which had cost so much treasure and 
intrigue, continued their solemn quibblings, the 
Protestant faith was spreading itself even in the 
dominions of the orthodox house of Hapsburg. 
Emperor’s The Emperor’s well-known device, the pillars of 
motto. Hercules, with the proud motto, plus ult ra, for 
which the inventor had been rewarded with two 
mitres,^ became the butt of the pedantic wits of 
Prance Guise and the gallant townsmen of Metz 
furnished a new reading— ultra mbtas —for the 
motto and Paris was made merry with the sugges¬ 
tion that the pillars should be changed into a crab ^ 
and the words into plus citea,® to express the P 
ebb of the imperial fortunes. The finances both of 
Spain and of the other dominions of Austria were in i 
the utmost disorder; and the lord of Mexico and 
Peru had been forced to beg a loan from the Duke of 
Florence. It is no wonder, therefore, that Charles 
j seized the first gleam of sunshine and returning 
i -——-—- 





^ Lms Marliano, authoi of this famous device, was paid for his inge¬ 
nuity, hrst with the bishopiic of Tuy (sorely against the will of Cai- 
dmal Ximenes Alv. Gomez, Be rebus gcstis, fol 151), and afterwards 
with that of Ciudad Rodrigo. Rod. Mendez Silva, Catdhqo Heal ato, 
[ Madrid, 1656, fol 136. 

I ^ Le Moyne, De VArt des Devises, 4to, Pans, 1666, p 215, 
j ^ Strada, De Bello Belgico, 2 tom. sm. 8vo, Aiitweiji, 1640, iib 
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CH. X. 
1558. 


His lore of 
monks and 
convents. 


was ever fond of catching glimpses of the life ! 
which he had resolved, sooner or later, to embrace. ' 
When the Empress died, he retired to indulge 
his grief in the cloisters of La Sisla, near Toledo, 
After his return from one of his African cam¬ 
paigns, he paid a visit to the noble convent of 
Mejorado. near Olmedo, and spent two days in 
familiar converse with Jeronymites, sharing their 
refectory fare, and walking for hours in their garden 
alleys of venerable cypress. When he held his 
court at Bruxelles, he was often a guest at the 
convent of Grocnendael; and the monks comme¬ 
morated his condescension as a monarch as well 
as his skill as a marksman, by placing his statue 
in bronze on the banks of their fish-pond, at a 


calm to make for the long-desired haven of refuge; 
that he relieved his brow of its thorny crowns as 
soon as he had obtained an object dear to him as a 
father, a politician, and a devotee, by placing his son 
Philip on the rival throne of the heretic Tudors, 

His habits and turn of mind made a religious 
house the natural place of his retreat. Like a 
true Castilian, 

“ With age, with cares, with maladies opprest, 

He sought the refuge of conventual rest.” 

Monachism had for him a charm, vague yet power- j 
ful, such as soldiership has for the young; and he j 
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•OH. X, point where he had brought down a heron firom 
iss8* an amazing height. At AlcaM, when attending 
service in the University church, he would not 
occupy the throne prepared for him, but insisted 
on sitting with the canons, saying that he never 
could be better placed than among reverend and 
learned divines.^ 

itdeaoenda These ChuTch predilections, coloured with re- 

to his obil- _ 

dren. ligious melanclioly, Charles inherited from his an- 
cestors on both sides of the house, and transmitted 
Ferdinand, to Ms descendants. Ferdinand the Catholic was t 
Maxi- Jlof frse from them; and the Emperor Maximilian f 
was said to have entertained, in his latter days, J 
the notable design of taking orders and getting '[ 
phiUpii. himself chosen Pope. Philip II. was pre-eminently f 
the friend of friars: in his wretched cell adjoin- ' 
ing the church of the Escorial he hved a life of 
the severest asceticism; and, ever reckless of the 
blood of his people, he was often to be seen on 
his knees, reverently dusting and polishing the 
golden reliquaries in which he had enshiincd the 
Don John j bones of his saints. Don John of Austria, when 
™ sickening of deferred hope of a throne, instinctively 


PhiUpII. 


piuhp ni. 


turned his thoughts to the cowl and a celestial 
crown. Philip III. never missed visiting a con- 



^ Alf. Sanctu, De Hebus Hispartia: anaeephaleosis, 4to, Conipluti, 
1634. P- 377. 
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vent when the opportunity occnrred; they long oh x 
remembered, at Montserrate, the devotion with ^sss. 
which he clambered to every rock-hewn cell of 
that romantic hermit-warren; and when the third 
part of Siguen§a’s Jeronymite history appeared, he 
sat np a whole night to read the fascinating folio.^ 

Even the licentious Philip IV. and the half-idiot PhiUpiv 
Charles II. were careful to send the best buck Charles n. 
or the best boar from their day’s heap of game 
to the prior of the Escorial; and, in the true 
spirit of their grandsire of Yuste, they used to 
descend into the Pantheon of their palace-convent, 
and muse upon death amongst the ashes of their 
ancestors. 

Nor were the princesses of the Spanish house 
of Austria untinged with the rehgious melancholy | 
of their race. Like Queen Juana, many of them Q“sen 
ended their days in the cloister, assuming the robe, 
and some of them even taking the vows, of the 
sisteihood. Amongst these were the Archduchess Aich- 

dncboss. 

Margai’et, who refused the hand of her uncle, Margaiot 
Philip II., and, as Sister Margaret of the Cross, 
was famous for near half a century among the 
vestals of Madiid.^ The Infanta Isabella, the able intantu 

l&abella. 

ruler of the Netherlands, at the death of hei husband 

^ Poncuo, Hechos y dichos de Fehpe IJL, 4to, Madiid, 1723, pp, 

332 “ 4 - 

* See infra, chap. xi. p. 416. 
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took the habit, though not the vows, of a Fran¬ 
ciscan nun, as the habit which had been worn 
with so much holy distinction by ladies of her 
name and lineage, the Isabellas of Hungary and 
of Portugal.^ The married life of Queen Margaret, 
wife of Philip III., was divided between childbed 
and church.^ Paris, with its pageantries and the 
new pleasures of bridehood and a throne, could 
not dispel the constitutional gloom from the young 
heart of Maria Theresa. “What did you think 
of your reception!” asked Anne of Austria, on 
the evening of her arrival at the Louvre. “I 
thought,” replied the queen of Louis XIV., “ of 
that other pageant which shall one day carry me 
to the tomb.”® The influence of Spanish blood 
may be seen in the declining years of Louis himself 
and m the strange story of the devout Bourbon, 
who wore the family honours of Orleans between 
the profligate Eegent and the infamous Egalitc. 
It was seen also in the last of the old house oi' 
Austria, the Empress Maiia Theresa, who, for the 
last fifteen years of her life, used often to be loweied 
into the vault which contained the remains of lioi 


j ^ C. de Benavente, AdvmtmQ.%as para Eeyest 4to, Madiid, 1643, pp 
} 228, 229. 

' ® See her life, Viday mueite dc Dona Margarita dc AuUrut^ poi Diego 

j do Guzman, 4to, Madrid, 1617 

1 ® Fr JuanB. de Soria, HiUona dc Dofia Maria Teresa de Ausitui, 

' Reina de Francia^ sm. 8vo, Madrid, 1684, p, ii 
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beloved lord, Francis of Lorraine, to watch and 
pray beside his grave/ 

To the last Charles loved his woodland nest at 
Yuste. It has been said that he was wont to 
declare that he had enjoyed there more real happi¬ 
ness in one day than he had derived from all his 
triumphs ®—an extravagant assertion, which is never¬ 
theless far nearer the truth than the idle tale that 
his retirement was a long repentance of his abdi¬ 
cation. But the cloister, like the world, was not 
without its disappointments. He had escaped only 
from the pageantry of courts, not from the toil and 
excitement of public affairs. To Yuste he had 
come, seeking solitude and repose; but although 
his chamberlain complained bitterly that he had 
indeed found the one, his own long and laboured 
despatches prove that he enjoyed but little of the 
other. He began by attempting to confine his 
attention to a few matters m which he was specially 
interested, and which he hoped ere long to bring 


CH. X, 
1SS8. 

Hib love of 
Yuste, 


His disap- 

pomtments 

there. 


I 


^ Cailyle, U%i>i<yi y of Fredei'ick IL of Frussm, 6 vols 8vo, London, 
1858-65, vol. VI p 633, says she ^went down every year on llie i8th 
August, the anniversaiy of his death, to the 'vaults of the Stephen’s 
Kirche. E Vehse, Mcitioits of the Court of Austiia^ 2 vols sin 8vo, 
Loudon, 1856, vol 11 p 263, says he was buried in the chuicli of the 
Capuchvns, at Vienna, and gives other details of hei shuttiu|^ hei&elf ui> 
all the clays of the month ot August m each of the yeais dm mg which 
she suivived him, and on the i8th of each alternate month, and of liei 
daily meditations before a portrait of him as he lay m his cofhii 

Phil Camerarii Med%tai%oms ii^w^o^^C£c, 3 torn 4to, Piancofurti, 
1602-9,1. p. 210. ^ 
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to a happy termination; but the circle gradually 
widened, and at last his anxious eye learned once 
more to sweep the whole horizon of Spanish policy. 
From the war in Flanders he would turn to the 
diplomacy of Italy or Portugal; and his plans 
for replenishing the treasury at Valladolid, were 
followed by remarks on the garrisons in Africa, or 
the signal-towers along the Spanish shore. He 
watched the course of the vessel of state with 
interest as keen as if the helm were still in his own 
hands; and the successes and the disasters of his 
son affected him as if they were his own. Unfor- J 
tunately, in 1557 and 1558, the disasters greatly | 
outnumbered and outweighed the successes. On 1 
one side of the account stood the brilliant but 
barren victory of St. Quentin, and the less signal 
but better employed victory of Gravelincs; on the 
other, there was the bullion riots at Seville, the 
disgraceful treaty of Kome, the loss of Calais and of 
Thionville, the sack of Menorca, and the outbnist 
of heresy. He might well dread the airival of each 
courier; and the destruction of the aimy of Oiaii 
was announced in the despatches which lay unread 
on his table at the time of his death. 

The prudence and moderation which gcncially 
1 guided his acts in the world dictated his wiitings at 
Yuste. Notwithstanding his displeasure wilh tlic 
j Koman negotiations of Alba and the loss of Calais 
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and ThionviUe, which he expressed freely enough in oh. x . 
conversation, few traces of ruffled temper are to be isss. 
found in his written remarks on these subjects. It 
was this caution and self-control which saved his 
reign from many of those disorders and scandals 
which disgraced the rule of his successors. The 
three Philips were governed by favourites and viziers, 
minions of fortune, who in time became her martyrs. 

The ministers of Charles neither rose so high nor 
fell so low; he never had a Perez, a Lerma, an 
Olivares, or a Calderon. 

Perhaps the very qualities which rendered the 
despatches of the Emperor so admirable as state 
papers, at the dates which they bore, and in the 
hands to which they were addressed, tend to diminish J 
their value as materials for his biography. A close i 
reasoner, careful in analysing facts, and subtle in 
penetratinar motives, Charles was nevertheless one Duinoa 

r. 1 . 1 1 Ofhis 

01 the most tiresome writers who ever drove the quill wntmgs 
of political or diplomatic coirespondence. Heavy 
and redundant in style, his pictures of men and 
events are flat and colourless ; and even in argument, 
his vivacity is ciampcd and crippled by the fence of 
caution and leseiwe which ever hedges his path 
Veiy rarely does it happen that any spark of human 
feeling 01 passion illumines his weary records of the 
daily toils of power; of hopes and fears, to which 
a generous heart can seldom respond, of selfish 
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OH. X. 
* 558 - 


Hia popu¬ 
lar man¬ 
ners. 


intrigues and ignoble rivalries : and of aU tbe dusty 
plans of an ambition wliich never soared above the 
family-tree of Hapsburg. 

In the cloister, Charles was no less popular than 
he had been in the world. In spite of his feeble 
health and phlegmatic temperament, in spite of his 
caution, which was ever suspicious, and his selfish¬ 
ness, which frequently made him false; in spite of 
his jealous love of power, and of his contempt for 
popular rights, there was stm in his conduct and 
bearing that indescribable charm which wins the 
favour of the multitude, A little book, of no literary 
value, but frequently printed botli in French and 
Flemish, sufficiently indicates in its title the qualities 
which coloured the popular view of his character. 


The Life and Actions, Heroic and Pleasant, of the i 
Invincible Emperor, Cha/rles F., was long a favourite 1 
chap-book in the Low Countries. It relates how he ' 
defeated Solyman the Magnificent; how he per¬ 
mitted a Walloon boor to obtain judgment against 
him for the value of a sheep, killed by the wheels 
of his coach ; how he rode down the Moorish horse¬ 
men at Tunis ; and how he jested, hke any private 
sportsman, with the woodmen of Soigne. A similar 
I reputation for affability and good-humour, heightened 
by the added quahty of sanctity, he left behind him 
1 in the sylvan monastery of Estremadura. Doomed 
by royal etiquette to eat alone, he sometimes broke 
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through the rule in favour of St. Benedict or St. oh. x 
Jerome. Dining in former years with the fathers of xsss. 
Montserrate, the prior, a rough Aragonese, ventured 
to tell him that he had polluted their sober hoard hy 
eating flesh-meat there, a monMsh pleasantry which, 
the imperial guest won the hearts of his hosts by 
taking in perfectly good part.^ At Yuste he once 
dined in the refectory, and although the fare did 
not tempt him to do the friars that honour a second 
time, the had dishes did not affect the good-humour 
of his conversation.® 

In one point alone did Charles in the cell differ Hisre- 
widely from Charles on the throne. In the world, 
fanaticism had not been one of his vices; he feared world, 
the keys no more than his cousin of England, and 
he confronted the successor of St. Peter no less ' 
boldly than he made head against the heir of St. 

Louis. While he held Clement VII. prisoner at ! 

Kome, ho permitted at Madrid the mockery of, 
masses for that pontiff’s speedy deliverance. Against 
the Protestants he fought rather as rebels than as 
heretics, and he frequently stayed the hand of the 
victorious zealots of the Church. At Wittenberg 
he set a fine example of moderation, in forbidding 

* YlihiquG d emperador Uivo en cl convento dc YttsiCj in the MS en¬ 
titled El paftcto dcsengatio por el Marques de Valparaiso, 1638, of which 
I have given an account lu my preface. 

^ Supra, cliap viii p 277. 
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the destruction of the tomb of Luther, saying that 
he contended with the living and not with the 
dead.^ To a Venetian envoy, accredited to him at 
Bruxelles, in the last year of his reign, he appeared 
free from all taint of polemical madness, and willing 
that subjects of theology should be discussed in his 
presence, with fair philosophical freedom.* 

But once within the walls of Yuste he assumed 
all the passions, prejudices, and superstitions of a 
friar. Looking back on his past life, he thanked 
God for the evil that he had been permitted to do 
in the matter of religious persecution, and repented 
him, in sackcloth and ashes, for having kept his 
phghted word to a heretic. Keligion was the en¬ 
chanted ground whereon his strong will was para¬ 
lysed and his keen intellect fell grovelling in the 
dust. Protestant and philosophic historians love 
to relate how Charles, finding that no two of his 
timepieces could be made to go alike, icmaikcd that 
he had perhaps erred in spending so much blood 
and treasure in the hope of compelling men to a 
yet more impossible unifoimity in the moic difficult 
matters of religion. The antithesis of some dc- 
j claimer on toleration, passing from pen to pen, has 
i at last been placed by a Sleidan or a Giovio, more 


^ Junckei, Yiia MmU Lutcri, sni Svo, riaiicofurti, 1699, p. 219, 
Sleidan, Dc Siatu « ohg, &t lib xix , ib cited aa liib autlioiity 
^ Belatione of Badovaro. 
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careless or unscrupulous than their fellows, as an 
aphorism in the mouth of the Emperor himself, 
against whom it was probably, in the first instance, 
launched.’^ It would have been well for his own 
fame, well, perhaps, for the moral and intellectual 
progress of Spain, had such a sentiment been found 
in the table-talk of the Spanish Diocletian. But 
it is certain that the philosophy of 

“ him who walked 

la the Sdoniaa gaoden’s nohle shade, 

was unknown or unapproved at Yuste, in the cloister 
of the Jeronymite or in the cabinet of the imperial j 
recluse. 

While Charles lived and died at Yuste, no less ■ The 

, , . . , T . Oarolea of 

than two aspiring pens were at work upon epic sempere. 
poems to commemorate his reign. Sempere, a mer¬ 
chant of Valencia, was first in the field, in 1560, ' 
with his Carolea, of which the thirty printed cantos 
bring the hero’s history down only to his coronation 

^ I have sought m vain for the inventoi of this popular hction, of 
which T can hnd no tiace in hooks of the sixteenth century Strada, 

Dc Bello Bclg, lib i p 13, speaking of the Emperor’s love of watch¬ 
making and watches, adds, “ Quorum videlicit iotas multo qukm fortunoe 
facilius tcmpciabat, ” a remark which was kindly pointed out to me by 
Ml Macaulay, as the possible gcim of the stoiy It is told in its present 
shajje, as a well-known anecdote, in Harris’s Description of the Gaulens 
of Loo, 4to, London, 1699, pp 70-72, the eaihest book 111 which I have 
met with it Ilume 1 elates it m his Ilistoiif of Queen Mcng Tudoi, 
whence it was piobably transplanted, without question, by Uobertson, 
who, having the will and codicil of Chailes before him in Sandoval, 
ought to have rejected it on lutemal evidence. 
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CH, X, at Bologna. The huge and worthless fragment was | 

1558. never completed.^ In 1568, Luis Qapata, a soldier, j 

TheOfficJo published, likewise at Valencia, his Carlo Famoso, 
in fifty cantos. The composition of this work cost 
Tn'm the labour of thirteen years, and the printing 
of it, upwards of one thousand ducats, but neither 
from this large outlay of time and money, nor from 1 
a s till more lavish expenditure of flattery in his 
I dedication to Philip II., did he reap anything, 

according to his own account,® hut vexation and 
deferred hope. He, too, commenced his rhymed J 
annals—^for the poem was nothing more—on a j 
scale so colossal, that he was compelled to com- ‘ 
press into the final canto the last twelve years of 
his hero’s life. Prom this wilderness of justly 
1 neglected verse I venture to select these stanzas ' 

' as a fair specimen of the poem, and of the admi- 

I ration with which the retirement of Charles was 
I regarded. 


Extracts 
’ from the 
I Cmlo 
Faumso, 


“ Y el emperador, que antes no solia 
Caber en todo el mundo dc aposento, 

En Ynste, en nuestra Espana im abadia, 
Se recogio la fiu a un apobento 


, ^ Ticknor’s Hist of Spanish Literature^ ii p 456. 

j * In a MS. quoted by J A Pellicer {.Bon Quixote, 5 vols 8vo, Madiid, 
1797 > 1 P* 73 > note), who thinks that Ca/rlo Famoso was tlio book alluded 
to by Cervantes as Hethos dtl Emperadoi ^ which was buincd along with 
the GaroUa, by the priest and barbei among the books of which lliey 
J cleared the Quixote libiaiy. It is now of extiemc rarity [See also bii])! j, 

' chap iv p. 130.] 
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Y alii (puesto en el ciel un pie) bivia, 

Has qu’en su cielo Jupiter contento, 

Ea rebgioa sin habito bmendo 

A qnantos havia mongea excediendo. 

Otroa se ban del imperio descargado, 

Mas que no de virtud de nuedo Ueno, 

Qu’en la una mano mn el bieiro ayrado, 

Y en el otra el vaso oculto de veneno; 
Imitando al castor, y aun tan loado 

Les fue, qne de su lama boy dura el trueno, 
Mas el dexo un imperio, 6 caso duxo, 
Glonoso, dulce, en paz, quieto y seguro. 

Carlo que como cisne su bn siente 
Al nino Don Juan de Austria ante si llama, 

Y le dize quien es, y de alb. ausente 

Se le encomienda al rey que tanto el ama 

Y becbo lo que un rey tan excellente 
En tal tiempo devi&, como una llama 
Que le fdlta ya al fin el nutrimiento 

Se fue agozar de Dios k su alto assiento.” ^ 


CH. X. 
1558. 


I 


“ So Charles tbe Emperor, whose mighty reign 
The globe itself scarce held within its bound, 

At Yuste, a fair abbey of our Spam, 

A lowly home and quiet haven found 
Here, half his heart in heaven, did he remain, 
Tranquil as Jove with sovian glories crownM , 

In all things save the hood a holy friar, 

In Christian graces peerless in the chon. 

Kings erst have left their sceptred state and sway, 
Pale teiror prompting, not calm strength of soul; 


1 CmIo Famoso do Don Luy's i^apata^ 4to, Valencia, 1566, fol. 287 
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Flashed, in their dreams, the falchion’s dreadful ray, 
Lurk’d, in their fears, the drug within the bowl ; 
(So beavers, hunted, cast their spoils away,) 

Yet fame’s loud tongues the noble deed extol. 

But greater Oharles, with glory all his own, 
Resign’d a peaceful, sure, and splendid throne. 

• • • • » • 

His end at last foreknowing, like the swan, 

The Emperor to his side bids quickly bring 
The opening Austrian flower, his young Don John j 
Reveals his birth; and to the absent king 
Commends in loving wise this other son ; 

Then, sooth’d with holy rites, his soul takes wing, 
With fitful flickering like a lamp that die's 
To God’s high seat and bliss beyond the skies.” 


The statement with regard to Don John is per- 1 
haps not wholly to be relied upon; nor is it to be ' 
wholly rejected. wrote while the events 

were fresh in men’s memories; in his dedication 
to the King he challenged comparison for accuracy 
with any prose historian; and he professed to mark 
with an asterisk every passage in which he had 
ventured to embellish fact with fiction. No asterisk 
throws a doubt upon the incident above recorded. 
By the letters written from Yiiste it is neither con¬ 
firmed nor discredited. Qiiixada, De Buos, Bodait, 
and Philip II. seem to have been the only poisons 
in the secret; but during the life of the Emperoi, 
the chambeilain never alluded to it in his coire- 


spondence with the King; and oven aftci his 
master’s death he mentioned it, as the next chapter 
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will show, very cautiously, very briefly, and with 
evident reluctance.^ 


1 There is a romance, Sdbre la triste y lamentable muerte de Don Carlos 
Q,mnto Eirtvperador de los Eomanos y JRey de Esjoana que murid 0 2 de 
Setiemhre 1558, beginning **Ouelqueya morte stcs armas,^* 'which occurs 
in one of the Hosas of Juan Timoueda, Valencia, I 573 » which a notice 
will be found in Fernando Joad Wolf's Eosa de Eomances (or tome iii. 
of the Romancero Castellano of Depping), 8vo, Leipsiqne, 1846, p xviii 
It is not given, and is said not to be interesting. 
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FINAL NOTICES OP THE COUET OF YIISTB j 

HAELES V. did not leave ^ ch xi 
the world witliont some ' 1558 

of those portents in 
which his age loved to 
trace the influence of a 
I'' remarkable death upon 
the operations of exter¬ 
nal nature. In Aragon, 

— the famous bell of Vililla, 
which, ringing of itself, had foretold the death of 
Ferdinand the Catholic, and the sack of Eome by 
the army of Bombou, once more sent its hoaise and 
mystciious warning along the plains of the Ebro ^ 

A comet appeared over Yuste at the beginning of 

^ Dr Juan (le Quinones, Bn^cmso dc la Qamimna do Vihlla, 4to, 

Madiul, 1625, fol 4 A cuiious \olume Tlie pioplietic pioiieitie-^ of 
the hell weie asciibed, by some, to the influence of flie stais, oi the 
touch of angels; by othcis, to the picsenco in the metal of one of the 
tliiity pieces of sihei foi ^^l^ch Judis Iscaiiot beti netl his niastci 
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the Emperor’s last illness, and was last seen on the 
night in which he died. In the spring of 1558, a 
lily in his garden, growing beneath his windows, 
bore two buds, of which one flowered and faded in 
due course, but the other remained a bud through 
the summer and autumn, to the great astonishment 
of the gardeners and the friars. But on the night 
of the 20th September, it burst into full bloom, as 
an emblem of the whiteness of the parting spirit, 
and of the sure and certain hope of its reception 
into the mansions of bliss. Eeverently gathered 
in the morning, this wondrous lily was fastened 
upon the black veil which covered the sacramental 
shrine in the conventual church, and remained there 
until it dropped off from decay. In the week follow¬ 
ing the obsequies, a pied bird, large as a vulture, j 
but of a kind unknown in the Vera, perched at ' 
night on the roof of the church, exactly over the 


I imperial grave, and disturbed the Tnars by barking 
j like a dog. For five successive nights it barked 
j there in the clear moonlight, always at the same 
, hour, and always aniving from the east and flying 
j away towards the west. And four years later, a 
1 holy Capuchin of the New World, Fray Gonpalo 
Mendez, as he knelt in his convent chapel at 
Guatemala, was blessed with a vision wherein he 
saw the Emperor before the judgment-scat of Our 
Lord, making his defence against the accusing 
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demons, and with so much success that he received 
honourable acquittal, and was in the end home off 
to heaven by the angels of light. 

The codicil of the will of Charles, the only part 
of the document which properly belongs to his life 
at Yuste, is drawn up with a minuteness of detail 
very characteristic of the careful habits of the man. 
After a profession of attachment to the Church, and 
hatred of heresy, and after the directions for his 
burial, which have been already noticed, he proceeds 
to describe a monument and altar-piece which he 
wished to be erected in the church of the convent, 
in the event of Yuste being chosen by his son for 
the final resting-place for his bones. The altar- 
piece was to be of alabaster, a copy in relief of 
Titian’s picture of the Last Judgment, the picture 
on which he was gazing at the moment when he felt 
the first touch of death. A custodia, or sacramental 
tabernacle, was likewise to be made of alabaster and 
marble, and placed between statues of the Empress 
and himself These effigies were to be sculptured 
kneeling, with hands clasped as if in prayer, bare¬ 
foot, and with uncoveied heads, and clad in sheets 
like penitents. For further particulars he icfeiied 
the King to Luis Qiuxada and the confessor Regia, 
who were fuUy instructed in his meaning and wishes. 
In case of the icmoval of his body, instead of 
the altar-piece and monument, the convent was to 
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ca. xr. receive a picture for their high altar, of such kind 
iss8- as the King should appoint. 

The Emperor next expresses his concern at hear¬ 
ing that the pensions which he had granted to the 
servants whom he had dismissed at Xarandilla had 
been very ill paid, and he entreats the King to ordei 
their punctual payment for the future. He directs 
that the friars of Yuste, and the friars from other 
convents, who had been specially employed in his 
service as readers, preachers, musicians, or in other 
capacities, shall receive such gratuities as shall 
appear sufficient to Father llcgla and Quixada. 
To the confessor himself he bequoaihs au annual > 
pension of 400 ducats (about ;i^8o sterling), and 
’ 400 ducats in legacy. Of Quixada he twice' speaks 
I in the most affoclionato tcims, acknoulc'dging his 
■ long and good services, and his willing lidelily in 
1 uiciuiing the cxpcn.se and incoincnienee' of rcinov- 
ing his wife and household lo Qnacos lianienting 
that ho has done so little to jnoniotc his inloK'sl, ho 
earnestly rccoinmends hiiii to the King’s faMMii, and 
leaves him a legacy of 2,oco ducats (/‘.|Oo slc'iling), 
and a pension of the value (tf his ])iosent eniolii- 
ments, without nientioning the anioiint, until ho 
shall be piovidod with a hottoi a|)pointnioiit Ho 
also dosiics the Infanta to cause the anionnl ol 
lines rccovcied, 01 that should be locovoiod I)} liis 
attorney, fioin the jioacheis and iioteis ol (linuos, to 
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bo paid into the hands of a person named by the ch. xi 
executors, for distribution amongst the poor of ^sss. 
the village. The contents of his larder and cellar, 
and his stores of provisions in general, at the day 
of his decease, and likewise the dispensary, with 
its drugs and vessels, he leaves to the brotherhood 
of Yuste, and to the poor any money which may 
remain in his coffers after defraying the wages of 
his servants. 

These are all mentioned by name, and for the 
most part receive pensions, except a few to whom 
small gratuities arc given, it being explained that j 
I picvious provision has been made for them. The 
i pensions lango from /!|oo (loiins {£32 sterling), 
conforicd on the doctor, Malhya, to 90 dorms, which 
1 (*(111110 tlic SCI vices of Isabel IMuiitin, laundress of 
llio table-] men 'I'lie giatnities vary from 150,000 
iii.uavedis (aboiil steilnig), left to the .sccietary 
< iiizlelu, to 7,500 maiavedis, given to .loigi* deDiano, 
a boy eiiiploved in tin* workshop of Toiiiano 
'I’lial niechiiniciiiii liiniHelf Ix'iiig nlieady jieiisioiK'd 
to tlie iiinoiint of Joo downs, leceives only 15,000 
iii.UiiM'dis, and he is hkewisi* leniinih'd that hi* 
has he(“ii paid soiiK'thing to adoiint of the piiee 
of a clock wliidi IS in hand, and lor which his 
eni|)lo}ei is content that tin* e\('ciitoih shall fiaj a 
fan valuation. 

'I’lie ex(*cntois of the will weie (Inixada, (fa/ti'ln. 
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OH. XT. receive a picture for their high altar, of such kind 
issB. as the King should appoint. 

The Emperor next expresses his concern at hear¬ 
ing that the pensions which he had granted to the 
servants whom he had dismissed at Xarandilla had 
been very ill paid, and he entreats the King to order 
their punctual payment for the future. He directs 
that the friars of Yuste, and the friars from other 
convents, who had been specially employed in his 
service as readers, preachers, musicians, or in other 
capacities, shall receive such gratuities as shall 
appear sufficient to Pather Eegla and Quixada. 
To the confessor himself he bequeaths an annual 
pension of 400 ducats (about ;^8o sterling), and 
400 ducats in legacy. Of Quixada he twice speaks | 
in the most affectionate terms, acknowledging his J 
long and good services, and his willing fidelity in ‘ 
incurring the expense and inconvenience of remov- 
' ing his wife and household to Quacos Lamenting 
that he has done so little to piomotc his interest, he 
earnestly recommends him to the King’s favour, and 
leaves him a legacy of 2,000 ducats (^400 stciliiig), 
and a pension of the value of his present emolu¬ 
ments, without mentioning the amount, until he 
shall be provided with a better appointment lie 
also desires the Infanta to cause the amount of 
fines recovered, 01 that should be recovered by hi.s 
attorney, fiom the poaclicis and iiotcis of Quacos, to 
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be paid into the hands of a person named by the oh. xi. 
executors, for distribution amongst the poor of ^sss. 
the village. The contents of his larder and cellar, 
and his stores of provisions in general, at the day 
of his decease, and likewise the dispensary, with 
its drugs and vessels, he leaves to the brotherhood 
of Yuste, and to the poor any money which may 
remain in his coffers after defraying the wages of 
his servants. 

These are aU mentioned by name, and for the 
most part receive pensions, except a few to whom 
small gratuities are given, it being explained that 
previous provision has been made for them. The 
pensions range from 400 florins sterling), 

conferred on the doctor, Mathys, to 90 florins, which 
requite the services of Isabel Plantin, laundress of 
the tablc-lmcn The gratuities vary from 150,000 
maravcdis (about ;^45 sterling), left to the secretary 
(Jaztclu, to 7,500 raaravodib, given to Jorge dcDiano, 
a boy cjnploycd in the workshop of Toniano 
That irrccliaiiician himself being already pensioned 
to the anioiint of 200 crowns, receives only 15,000 
maravcdis, and lie is likewise reminded iluit he 
has been paid soniclhing to account of the [nice 
of a clock which is in hand, and for which his 
employer is content that the executors shall pay a 
fair valuation. 

The executors of the will were Qirixada, (jaztclu, 
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CH. XI and Father Begla. Immediately after the obsequies, 
1558- they began to carry its provisions into effect. The 
wages of the servants were all paid in gold, and 
most of them took their departure to Valladolid, 
the Flemings being anxious to secure berths in the 
fleet which was then assemblmg at Laredo, to carry 
the Queen of Hungary to her government in the 
Netherlands. The cook and some of the confec¬ 
tioners, recommended by Quixada, were taken into 
the service of the Princess-Eegent. Amongst the 
friars, the executors distributed 1,190 ducats in 
gratuities. The largest of these gratuities was a 
sum of 200 ducats to the preacher Yillalva. Fray 
Loienzo de Losar received 150 ducats, for acting 
as purveyor to the Emperor’s household ; the friais 
from Zaragoza and Granada, who had been in 
attendance as preachers for three months, had 40 
each; Fray Marcos de Cardona, counter-bass, and 
an assistant in the garden of the Emperor, 70; 

' and 35 were divided amongst the poor relations 
' of Fray Juan de Villamayor, who had died throe 
months before m the post of chapel-master. Strict 
injunctions were laid upon the prior of Yuste that 
no one was to be permitted, under any pietext 
whatever, but the King’s order, to lodge 111 the 
palace, which he and his fraternity weie expected 
to keep in proper repair. 

Of Don John of Austiia, the solo ackno\\ledg- 



EMPEROR CHARLES V, 


393 


ment of him as sou of Charles V., and the only 
declaration of his father’s intentions with regard 
to him, were contained in a separate paper executed 
at Bruxelles, on the 6th June 1554, and already 
deposited in the custody of the King.^ By this 
document Charles required that Gerdnimo—for so 
Don John was called — his natural son horn to 
him in his widowhood by a German unmarried 
woman, should be educated in a manner befitting 
his rank; and he further intimated a wish that he 
should afterwards enter one of the reformed mon¬ 
astic orders, provided, however, that his inclinations 
were not forced or even influenced in the matter. 
In the event of his prefciTing a secular career, lands i 
of the annual value of between 20,000 and 30,000 ' 
ducats, in the kingdom of Naples, were to be 
settled upon liim and his heirs. ' 

Quixada and Gaztclu wcic employed for some 
weeks in diawing up an inventory of the Empcroi’s 
eifeetb, and 111 superintending their icnioval to 
Valladolid The Regent was veiy minute in the 
instiuctions which she sent down for their guidraicc. 
On finding that the physician, Coinelio, and some 
of the othei attendants, had asked for the mules 
111 the impeiial stable, and that the old one-eyed 

^ rapiub du OianulU, n 496 bcc aJho buiiiii, ciuiih iv p 103, 
iioLu 


CH. XI. 

1558. 

Paper 
relating to 
Don John 
of Austria 



394 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


CH. XI. pony had been actually made over to the doctor, 
iss8. she issued a mandate, that nothing which had been 
used by her father, or in his service, should be given 


peior*s 

personal 

pioperty. 


Quixada 
and his 
wife and 
Don John. 


away. She likewise required that his favourite cat 
and talking parrot should be sent to her; and these 
pets were accordingly forthwith despatched to Valla¬ 
dolid by Quixada, in one of the imperial litters, 
attended by a trusty servant.^ Doha Magdalena de 
XJlloa improved her spare time in Estremadura by 
making a pilgrimage with Don John of Austria to 
the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and adoring 
beneath the galaxy of silver lamps, gifts of royal 
devotees, to which her companion was one day to j 
add the brightest star, m the beautiful “fanal” 
taken from the galley of the Turkish admiral at 1 


Lepanto.^ The chambeilain and secretary had much 


j difficulty in settling various small and unexpected 
j claims brought against the Emperor’s estate by the 
j neighboiu'ing peasants, and supported by their 


j ^ Tlic littci in wliicli thebe iiicongiuons i>absciigcrs travelled was pio- 
licibly tliat winch is now jacsened m the loyal ainioiiiy at Madiid 
Descubed in the catalogue {Catalogo dc bi aimnia icali No 2425, 8vo, 
I Madiid, 1849, ]) 179) ab boinethiiig between a black Jeathci tiunk and 


(I Sclavoniaii kibitka, it ib vciy like a laigo ciadle It is ciiguned in 
Jnbinal, La Aimcua •ical dc Mudud, 2 vol fol , l\'iiib, s A 11 pi 30 
In the same aimoury {Cat No 1931, p. 121) aio foiii iron tieiidicis, 
which belonged to the Enipcioi’s cdnipaigning canteen, and mIiicIi <ne 
caustically coiitiasted, 111 tlie llandbooL fo) [2iid edition, 1S47J, 

p 450, with the golden nccei>mircs ” left behind by the luinnvtiy Jhiona- 
ptiites at Vittona and Watciloo 


” Fi. Gabiiel dc Talavcia, Hisiotia dc N'' i^cnoiadc Guadcdvpc, 4to, 
Toledo, 1597, fol 156 
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friends the friars. At length, however, these qnib- oh xi . 
blings were disposed of, and Quixada was able to 'sss. 

bid farewell to Quacos^ and to Estremadnra early 
in the month of December. 

At Valladolid, funeral honours were performed 
for the Emperor, in the presence of the Kegent 
and her court, in the beautiful church of the 
royal Benedictines. A sermon was preached on 
the occasion by Francisco Borja, from the text, 

Ecce elongavi fugiens: et mansi in solitudine, “Lo ! 
then would I wander far off, and remain in the 
wilderness.”® It was filled with praise of the 
Emperor for his pious magnanimity in taking leave 
_______’ 

^ To tlio Hon Colonel Peicy, who spent some tl.iys duiing the wintci ' Traditional 
of 1S51-2 at Yiiste, I am iiidchted for the following tiadition of the Vcia, 
picked u[) fioni llio haili /1 of the convent. Tlie vill.ige of Qiiacos, sa^s Quacos 
the legend, was onginally called hy the inoie enphonions name of 
VilKilloi del Key Don John of Austria attending some iiual festival 
tlicic, and gcUiiig into <piaiicl with the villageis, received a blow on 
the head so scveie, that ho was carried insensible to the nionasteiy of 
Yiisle The Empeioi, eniagcd at this alliont, decreed that the name of 
tlic village shouhL he clianged, andj the ciy of a duck stiiknig his eai 

the iiiomcnt tliJit ho was devising a now appellation, he selected the 
i\oid Qniii06 'I'his idle Ulo may ])eriiaps be founded on some oldei 
tiaililion , Init it is ceilain lh.it (iu.icos A\as so called, hcfoic Chailcs 01 
Don Joint came to Yiistc, 111 the letteis of Qiiixada and Gaztelu from 
A.ii.iiKlilla It h.is l)i‘on suggested to me th.it the name m.iy Ii.im been 
deiived fioni the J^atin, QttnmSf o.iks of .ill kinds .ibouiiding in tbc 
loiest Ihit wli.atevci its oiigin, llieie is some tiaditioii.iiy lepro.icli 
iittachod to it The inhabitants, to tins d.ay, dislike any .illusion to the 
.ibovc sioiy, and to speak to a native of the pl.ice, of “Qucieos nut 
petdon^'' “(iuacos, hy yoiii lea\c,” as if it wcie a woid unlit foi eais 
polite, is .1 mode of tojiogiaphical teasing fioiu which seiioiis (|naiicls 
liavc been known to aiise 

“ i\.ilm liv 7, 111 the Vulgate ; or 111 0111 tianslation, Iv. 7 
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of the world before the world had taken leave of 
him—upraise which, in the mouth of a Jesuit, 
who had once been a wealthy grandee, must have 
savoured somewhat of self-glorification. Amongst 
other edifying reminiscences of his friend, Borja 
told his hearers that he had it from the lips of 
the deceased, that never since he was one-and- 
twenty years old, had he failed to set apart some 
portion of each day for inward prayer. 

Solemn services were also performed for the 
Emperor in all the convents of the Order of 
Jerome; and the great fraternity of Guadalupe, 
in their noble Gothic church, displayed pecuhar 
magnificence in honour of the imperial devotee, 
to whom, when a pilgrim at the Virgin’s shrine 
thirty-two years before, the prior had granted a 
I brief of brotherhood, whereby he was entitled to 
[ the benefit of fifty-four annual masses sung by the 
; friars^ Obsequies were celebiated by the I’limate 
, of Spain at Talavera and at Toledo; and Seville 
* and Naples also distinguished themselves by the 
lavish loyalty of their funeral pomps.® 


^ Talaveia, Ilnif dc Guadalvpc, fol. 210. 

^ “The Aichbishop of Santiago was at PeSaranda, a town of liis 
hiother the Count of Miranda, wlieic he caused to he poiloiined llie 
funeral honouis of Ihb Majesty, who is 111 heaven, very solemn, with 
the love (which belongs to) a true servant of your Majesty, and over 
the tumbulo they placed an epitaph which said, ‘ Cailos V mi segundo, 
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But Bruxelles excelled all the cities of the ch. xi. 
Austrian dominion in the splendour with which isss. 
she did honour to the Emperor’s memory. The , 

ceremonies took place on the 29th and 30th 
of December. The procession, in which walked 
Philip n., robed and hooded like a friar, and 
attended by the Dukes of Brunswick and Savoy, 
and a host of the nobility of Spain, Germany, 
and the Netherlands, was two hours in passing 
from the palace to the church of St. Gudule. Its 
principal feature was a great galley, placed on 
a cunningly devised ocean, which answered the 
double purpose of supporting some islands em¬ 
blematic of the Indies, and of concealing the 
power which rolled the huge structure along. , 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, were the crew of this i 
enchanted bark; and her sides were hung with , 
twelve paintings of Charles’s piincipal exploits, 1 
which were further set forth in golden lettci-press 
upon the sails of black satin A long line of 
lioises followed, each led by two gentleinon, and 
bearing on its housings the blazon of one of the 
states of the Emperor. They were led up the 
aisle of the chuich, iiast the altar, and past the 
stalls occupied by the knights of the Golden Fleece. 

<[iK3 «si iiiosnio se venuo .ivicndo voiioulo (d iiiundo TH*Uei of K1 
hiiiosnoro Fio Osoiio to T 1 , V.illadolid, 30th Ool 1558 7>ont^ 

wriito^ fnuli/(n, x\vi\ p. 194 
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At Lisbon, 


As the last horse, covered with a black footcloth, 
went by, the Count of Bossu, one of the knights, 
the early playmate and dear friend of the Emperor, 
threw himself on his knees, and remained for some 
time prostrate on the pavement in an agony of grief.^ 
The funeral discourse was pronounced by Francis 
Kichardot, afterwards Bishop of Arras, an eminent 
scholar and divine, and esteemed the most eloquent 
preacher within the dominions of Burgundy.® 

Funeral honours were also performed in most 
of the foreign capitals, and those at Lisbon and 
Kome were peculiarly splendid. The ceremonies 


^ Att elaboiate account of it, with many cuiious''pIatcs, came fioni 
the pi ess of Ch. Plantiii La magnifica e sonituosa immpa f anemic 
fatta in Bursellc, il di xxix di Decemhre^ mdlviii nclV cssajnic dello 
invitissimo Carlo Quinto, fol Anveisa, 1559 The Latin inscriptions 
on the banneis at this funeial ceiemony will be found in Cliivtinnis, 
j Vctnonim in Eiiropa Itincruni dchcicc, 1594, pp 691, &c, tho lU'lqtra 
1 The epitaph of Cliailes V. is in Guicciardini, and is also f?non, p 694 
> It IS said at the end of it that the Infanta J iiaua pal} i opt U nut i 1 * 

' All but tins epitaph appear to he f?ivoii by Sandoval 
' ^ Papieis da G}aihvcllCj i\\ \) 510, v ]» 4, note This , 

, and those on Maiy, Qneeii of lliiiioaiy, and Maiv, Qiiceii of Kii^l.ind, 
I foim a veiy rare volume, fol Antweip, 1558 Tho sminoii was 
punted, as appears by the followm;^ article iii tho Ihbliotlina Jliif/ir 
mi ana — 

26,221 Seinioii funbhie fait devant Ic loy par Messiic Ki.inuns 
Uichaidot, evesq^iiQ de Nicopolo, ct suduigant il’Anas, auv (>hsLM|iiL*s 
. , , de TEinpcreui Charles V. celohrdes a liruxclles en hi ifiainie 
6glise de St Gudle . Autie sermon fait devant lo loy jiai icellny 
raohaulot aux ohseques do l.i loyne Mario doiiaii its0 de IIongin‘ 
encore im autie sermon par le susdit Ihcliaidot . .iiix ohsNpios 
de la loyne Mane d’Anglctene Anveis (IManlin), 1559, i vol mu 
fo (tibs-iare )—Bibliotheca IFuthcinianti, iv ]) 297, No 26,211 'J’lio 
books aie now in the loyal iibiaiy at Ihiixelles 
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in the Roman church of St. James of the Spaniards ch xi. 
gave great umbrage to the sensitive nation which ^sss. 
worshipped in the church of St. Louis of the French. 

The walls of the Castilian temple were hung with 
huge paintings of the Emperor’s victories, especially 
of the field of Pavia, in which the portrait and 
banner of the royal captive were paraded with 
ostentatious accuracy. The Roman magnates of 
the French party asked why the sack of Rome 
and the captivity of Clement VII. were not like¬ 
wise commemorated; and the Pope expressed his 
indignation against the sixteen cardinals in the 
interest of Spain for being present at the pro¬ 
ceedings. The French ambassador affected a 
diplomatic unconcern, and remarked that the great 
conqueror had in the end received such entertain- ; 
ment at the hands of his master that he was fain . 
to hide his diminished head in the cloister.^ 
Nevertheless, when peace was concluded, funeral 
lionouis were accoidcd to the Emperor in some 
of the catliedials of Franco; and oven our Pio- 

[jOllduH 

testaut Elizabeth caused a solemn diigc and 
mass of lequicm to be sung for his soul in hei 
abbey of Westminster* It ivas computed that 

‘ Sop the letter of M d’Annjouleiiie to IFeiiry II , 22nd Maich 1559, 
in Uibiei, ct MtiiioiiC 6 t 1 pp 792-3. 

- Oil the 24111 Dec 1558 Queen fimeial had been celelu.ited 

theie on the ijlh Ilisf of 10 vols 8vo, Domloii, 

1849, VI p 8 
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OH. XI. throughout Europe his obsequies were performed 
iss8 in upwards of 3,000 churches, at a cost of 6,000,000 

ducats.^ 

The church of Yuste was merely a temporary 
resting-place of “imperial Csesar, dead and turned 
to clay.” The Emperor, in his will, had confided 
the care of his bones to his son, expressing a wish, 
however, to be laid beside his wife and his parents 
in the cathedral of Granada, in the splendid chapel- 
royal, rich with the tombs and trophies of Ferdinand 
and Isabella. Philip, however, shivering in the rear 
at St. Quentin, had already vowed to St, Lawrence 
the great monastery which it was his aftor-dclight 
to make the chief monument of the power and the 
piety of the house of Hapsbmg. At the Escorial, 
therefore, he determined to unite the bones of liis * 
father and mother, in the mausoleum destined foi 
the Spanish line of Austria. In 1573, the building 
was sufficiently advanced for the puiposc, the grey 
dome of the church being already visible fioni 
Madrid on the distant side of Guadan'ama. 

Towards the end of January 1574, Don Fiaiicisco 
Delgado, Bishop of Jaen," the Duke of Alcald, Don 

^ Gregorio Leti (Vtia dc Carlo V, 4 tom i2mo, AnisicuLini, 1700, 

IV 412-13), quoting, ■without saying where ho found it, an aoccniiit of <hc 
Empeior’s life and death, by Fathci Itcgla, says that Kcgla (*onii>utid 
the niimbci of services at 3,700, while Snavedia made them only 2,400 

- Martin de Ximena, Cataloqo dc hs ohtspos df Jttai^ fol Madiid, 
1654, p. 486 
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Luis Manrique, and secretary Gaztelu, arrived at ch/xi 
Yuste, charged with the duty of removing the de- isss 
posit which had given a world-wide fame to the 
remote monastery. The monks bewailed the re- 
moval, as if the bones of the Emperor had been 
those of Santiago himself. In the sermon preached 
on the occasion, one of them apostrophised the dead 
monarch with somewhat of eloquence and pathos. 

“ Although,” said he, “ you are but a lifeless corpse, 
the garment of the spirit which has long enjoyed, 
as we believe, the glory of God, we thank your 
Caesarean Majesty for the grace which you have 
done to Yuste and to our order. In a year and 
eight months, passed in this solitude, we are well 
assured that you have gained more renown than i 
in the whole of your long leign. History, indeed, , 
will never forget your great achievements; but 
in the end of youi life you surpassed them all. 

Giief for losing you, who so loved us, chokes my 
utterance, foi I know that, wdicn you aie gone, 
although we, who aie now alive, arc your devoted 
servants and chaplains, a time will come, when, 
even in this place, yom mcmoi'y will be regarded 
no moic than if you had never dwelt within oiii 
walls ” 

Qiiacos itself felt that a glory was departing fiom 
the Vera Its thieving and poaching villagcis wcic 
inspned by the occasion to a giotesqiic demonstia- 

VOL V 2 ( 
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cn. xt tion of sorrow and reverence. As the coflSn, placed 
1558 on a litter and attended by the funeral train, passed 
along the street, two rude paintings were exposed, 
in which Quacos and Solitude were supposed to 
be personified, and in the name of which a village 
poet recited some doleful doggerel. Preceded by 
the royal standard, the procession was formed of the 
official personages, prebendaries of Jaen, royal chap¬ 
lains, and their servants, eight Jeronymites from 
Yuste, and twenty-four mendicant friars from other 
convents of the Vera. Religious services were per¬ 
formed at the halting-places each morning and 
evening during the ten days of march, in the course 
of which the principal incident was a quarrel be¬ 
tween the Jeronymites and the Franciscans about 
precedence, which was decided in favour of Yuste.^ 
From Gianada, Merida, and Valladolid wore 
brought at the same time the remains of the Em¬ 
press Isabella and her two children, Fernando and 
Juan, who died in infancy, of the Princess Maiy, 
the fiist wife of Philip II., and of Eleanor and Maiy, 
the Queens of Fiance and Hungary. The occasion 
of the first funeial solemnities in the new temple of 
the Escoiial was maiked by one of those tenible 
storms which visit the bleak sierra, sent, as the 
monks supposed, by the Pimce of Darkness, in the 

^ Bdkliuwen van den Bunk, La Itctudlc^ pp 5S 60 
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hope of overthrowing the rising fortress of piety.^ oh. xi. 
A grand arch of timber, erected at the side portal, 
known as the “ kitchen gate,” was blown away before 
the eyes of the trembling worshippers, and its hang¬ 
ings of rich stuffs, rent into minute shreds, were 
scattered far and wide over the surrounding chase. 

The oaks of the Herreria, it was said, put forth 
blossoms of brocade.^ The ceremonies within the 
church lasted for three days; the Emperor’s body 
was once more buried with all the rites used at the 
interment of a Jeronymite friar; and his funeral 
oration was pronounced for the second time by his 
favourite preacher Villalva. The Bishop of Jaen, 
in order to do honour to the memory of a monarch 
to whom he did not owe his mitre, spent upon the 
equipment of his train a sum with which he had i 
intended to purchase an estate for a favourite 
nephew. To this disappointed heir one of the 
courtiers afterwards said —“ Our lord the King en¬ 
trusted your uncle with the bones of Ills Majesty’s 
father, and you arc left to pick them.” ® 

^ Sigucnr i, 111 p 569 

2 dc, Flay Juan dc San Gciommo in tliG Documentor in 

<ditos la Jastoria dc E'^pana, 4to, Matliid, 1845, tom vii pp 90-113, 
winch contain a very nimiite account of the ceiemoniea on the occasion, 
p 112 

^ Id p 113 Tlie nephew seems to have been Gaspai Delgado, ^\ho 
commanded 300 arqiicbusicis sent against the Moiiboos in 1569 at the 
Bi&hop’s expense fecc M dc Ximcna, Calulogo^ ]>p 48^ and 4S8 
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CH XI. 
1558 


Placed in'^ 
the Pan¬ 
theon by 
Phihp IV. 
in 1654 


Romarlc of 
Philip II 


Witli his Empress, Charles was laid in a vault 
in front of the high altar. By the side of this 
magnificent altar, in a lofty niche, lined with 
precious jaspers, their monument forms an appro¬ 
priate ornament of the most splendid chapel ever 
created by the sombre genius of Castilian art, and 
the lavished wealth of the New World. Wrought 
in bronze by Leoni, their fine eifigies, in mantles 
superbly emblazoned, kneel in the attitude of 
prayer, with joined palms, and uncrowned heads, 
and eyes fixed on the holy shrine. “ Thou, of the 
CHILDREN OF CHARLES THE FiPTH,” says the in¬ 
scription, “WHO SHALT SURPASS THE GLORY OF HIS 
ACTIONS, TAKE THIS PLACE : YE OTHERS REVERENTLY 
FORBEAR.”^ 

Eighty years afterwards the repose of the Emperor 
was again broken. Philip II. had provided a very 
simple vault for the reception of the ashes of his 
house, saying, “I have built a dwelling for God, 
let my son, if he will, build for his bones and ours ” 
Phihp III., accepting that humbler shaie of llic 
work, commenced the celebrated Pantheon, which. 


after the labour of thirty-three years, was finislied 


j by Philip IV. On the i6th March 1654, the dust 


, ^ “HUNC locum si QUIS POSlhK CaHOLO V HABirAM GLOKIAM 

HERUM GESTARUM fePLliiNDORIi SUPLllAVEKIS, IP.SE hULUS OCCUPAIO, 
CErEia REVERENTER ABSlINETE ” 
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of the Austrian kings of Spain, and of their consorts ch xi. 
who had continued the royal line, was translated 1558 
to this splendid sepulchral chamber. Fray Juan de 
Avellanada pronounced a discourse on Ezekiel’s 
text, “ O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! ” ^ 

—a burst of intrepid panegyric, worthy of the audi¬ 
ence, which, after warning future kings of Spain 
that they must live well if they wished to sleep 
by the side of the holy Philip II., the preacher 
closed with a prayer to that glorified prince and 
his royal companions in bliss to become his advo¬ 
cates before the throne of the Almighty.® Each of 
the seven coffins was carried by three nobles and 
three Jeronymite friars: the procession was headed 
' by the remains of the fair Isabel of Bourbon, the j 
first Queen of Philip IV., and it was closed by j 
the dust of Charles V. After infinite splendid | 
ceremonies, they were borne round the church in ' 
procession, and at last doivn the long marble stair¬ 
case to their supeib place of rest, which gleamed 
m the light of countless tapers and golden lamps, 
icflcctcd fiom maible and jasper and gold, like 
a creation of Oiicntal romance. The giandccs 
who boro the coffin of Charles w'cie the Prime 
Minister Don Luis dc Haro, the Duke of Abrantes, 

^ Ezek v\xvii 4 

- Los Siiiitos, J)l6U ipciun del Ehtotitily il 1S3 4 
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CH. XT. and the Marquess of Aytona. As the body was 
IS58. deposited in the marble sarcophagus, the coverings 
were removed to enable Philip IV. to come face 
to face with his great ancestor. The corpse was 
found to be quite entire, and even some sprigs of 
sweet thyme, folded in the winding-sheet, retained, 
said the fidars, all their vernal fragrance after the 
lapse of fourscore winters. After looking for some 
minutes in silence at the pale dead face of the 
hero of his line, the King turned to Haro, and 
said, “ Cuerpo honrado, honoured body, Don Luis.” 
“ Very honoured,” replied the minister ; words brief 
indeed, hut very pregnant, for the prior of the 
Escorial considered that they comprised all that a 
Christian ought to feel on so solemn an occasion.^ 
The eloquence of the chaplain Avellanada obtained 
more solid recognition in the shape of a pension of 
1,000 crowns.® 

Once again, at the distance of four generations, 

I th® Emperoi’s grave is said to have been opened 

oplned^by ^7 descendant of that despised Anthony of 
‘ iii'toi’Mr' Bourbon at whose claims on Navanc Chailcs had 
Beokford I whose postcrity had wrested fiom the 

house of Austria the sceptre of Spam and the 

I 

^ “ Exprimiendo Su Magestad cii breves paKibras todo a<iuol soniir, A 
qite ae puede aldii^ar la picdad cliiistiiiiia eii ease scTnejanlc ” Los Sdiito'', 
Dcscnpcion M Esconal, fol, Madnd, 16^7, ful 156 
^ Voyage Espagne, i2iuo, Cologne, 1667, p 106 
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Indies. Mr. Beckford used to relate that, when ch xi. 
he was leaving Madrid, Charles III,, as a parting ws? 
civility, desired to know what favour he would 
accept at his hands. The boon asked and granted 
was leave to see the face of Charles V., in order 
to test the fidelity of the portraits by Titian. The 
finest portraits of Charles, as well as his remains, 
were then still at the Escorial. The marble sar¬ 
cophagus being moved from its niche and the 
lid raised, the lights of the Pantheon once more 
gleamed on the features of the dead Emperor. The 
pale brow and cheek, the slightly aquiline nose, 
the protruding lower jaw, the heavy Burgundian 
ij lip, and the sad and thoughtful expression, re- 
' mained nearly as the Venetian had painted them, 
and unchanged since the eyelids had been closed 
by Quixada. There, too, were the sprigs of thyme, 
seen by Philip IV., and gathered seven ages before 
in the woods of Yuste.^ [In 1867, Queen Isabella ' Agam 

opened 

had the lids of all the sarcophagi again removed, 
and on that occasion “ the foim and fcatiues of Isabella 


1 For tins cmious .uieulole I am indebled to tlio kindness of Mi 
Boclvfoul’s the Duchess of ILiniiltoii lie had left, niifoi- 

tuiicitoly, no note oi inoinor.uulum of the fact, and tlicicfoie the date, 
ami tlie names of tlm otlici witnesses of this sm^iilai spoctaclo, c miint 
now bo iccovcied Ills Ictteis piovo that ho Mas at ]\Iadud at the clo^e 
of 1787 and ill the sjuin«r of 1795 1 have been unable to obtain an\ 

coiroborativc evidence from Spain, and therefore the stoiy must he taken 
simply as loJd liy Mr Beck fold 
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CH. XI. Charles V. were found nearly intact . . . and so 
1867. little altered . . that they could be easily identi¬ 
fied by those who had seen the portraits by Titian. 
The face of his son Philip II. had shrunk greatly; 
hut all were reported to be in good condition! ^ 
Again, on the 9th December 1870 the sarcophagus 
of the Emperor was uncovered, when the body was 
found still to be remarkably well preserved.®] 

Those who have read this record of the last 
years of Charles V may perhaps desire to know 

1 The Sunny South a Winter %n Sj}am and Majorca^ by J. W. CJay ton, 

8vo, London, 1869, p 150. „ 

2 Extiact from a private letter from the Eight Hon A. II Layard, j 

British Minister at Madiid, to the Earl of Granville, Secietary of State j 
foi Foieign AfFaiis, sent to me by Lady Augusta Stanley, by the Queen h | 
desire — ‘J 

Madrid, loth December 1870 —Yesterday Sngosii gave the diploniatio , 
body a bieakfast at the Escoiial, principally to enable us to see Cliarles V , 
■whose urn has been recently opened. The body is leinarkably w'cll 
preseived, although I could not tiaco the likeness wdiich some iiersons 
pietended to see in Titian’s great poitiait The only feature ni the 
countenance which is sulhcioiitly pie&eivcd to identify the body with 
\ Titian’s pictures and the contcmporaiy descriptions of tlio Enipcroi is the 
; peculiar Austrian clua, wdiich was so cliaiactciibtic of Ins descendanls 
: The little beaid which renidiiis is of a daik red coloiii (In the head is 
' a skull-cap embroidered with gold, and the body is wia]»p(*d in while 
linen The hands and feet seemed to me exceedingly small ” 

On 17th May 1871, Mi Layaid wiotc to me a biief a< count of tin* 
same curious incident, with a pliotograph of a drawing, made in 1I10 
vault, of the Enipeior’s body, 01, to use his exact woids, “an oil Hketch,” 
by Senor Palmaioli *‘Jt is sidlicient,” lie wiilos, “to give you a good 
idea of what I saw' The body is wiapped 111 wliile linen and icd silk 
On the head is a bkull-cMi> of white silk embioidtied with gold One 
or two persons piesent pretended that they could iccognihc the h‘atnii‘s 
fiom Titian’s portiait, but this appealed to me an cxaggeiation The 
only feature which beats this resemblance is the chin, which is 
very characteiistic (as you will peiceive by tbe ])botogi.ipb), and is 
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somewhat of the subsequent fortunes both of the ch. xi . 
personages who have figured in its pages, and of ^sss. 
the convent of Yuste and its miniature palace. 

Queen Mary of Hungary did not live to com- 
plete her preparations for returning to the Nether- Hungary 
lands. It was with great reluctance that she had 
consented to resume the government of these rich, 
restless, and refractory provinces. Three year’s 
before, she had pleaded for her release from it, on 
the ground that time had enfeebled her powers, 
and that a new spirit was abroad which called for 
a new policy, and the energies of a younger ruler. 

“ It is but fitting,” she wrote to the Emperor in 
the autumn of 1555, “that a woman who has lived 
fifty years, of which twenty-four have been spent 
m the service of the state, should be content, foi 
the remainder of her days, to serve one God and 
one master. I see also growing up in this country 
a young and vigorous generation, to whoso ways 
T cannot and will not accommodate mine Men’s 
loyalty and respect to God and to their King are 
so poisoned, not here only, but cvciywhere else, 
that I would not desiie to continue in power were 
I a man, and an able one Being, as I am, a 

thoionghly Austrian It is coveied with aslioit beaul. The body 
IS well preserved, for a luiiiiini}'. Tlio liands and feet aie small and i 
delicate The ^aicopliagus has been again closed, and T hope it m«iy 
icinaiii HO ” 
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OH XI. woman, I assure your Majesty, that I would rather 
*ss8. work for my bread than remain here at the head 
of affairs.”^ Yet to this anxious and arduous 
eminence, with faculties further impaired by time, 
and grief, and sickness, the entreaties of her brother 
had persuaded her to go back. Perhaps her active 
mind and frame, after a life of rapid marches and 
stormy councils, sank under the intolerable weight 
of leisure and repose. Towards the close of July, 
she had had a slight attack of small-pox; but early 
in August, she was suiiiciently recovered to propose 
to accompany her niece, the Kegent, in her visit to 
Yuste. At the beginning of September, she signified 
her willingness to return to Bruxelles, and began to 
prepare for the voyage. But her disorder returned 
with renewed violence later in the autumn, and she 
died at Cigales, on the 28th October 1558, five weeks 
after the death of her brother. On the night of her 
death, the barking bird* was once more seen and 
heard on the roof of the church of Yuste I’he will of 
Mary ordered that her funcial should ho of the plain¬ 
est kind ; and that a small golden heait, which had 
belonged to her husband, and which she had always 
' worn, should be melted down and the value given 

to the poor “ Separated by death,” were the woids 

\ ___ 

^ Papiers de Giamclle^ tom. iv p 476 

® See supia, p 388 

■* Bakhui/en van den Brink, Ln Rthatfc, j) 52 
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of her testamentary allusion to her long-lost lord, “in ch xt 
love we have never been parted.” ^ So passed away, 
in the same year, and within a few months of one 
another, the royal personages forming the remarkable 
group which had landed at Laredo, Sixteen years 
afterwards, their ashes were united at the Escorial, 

Queen Eleanor being brought from her provisional 
resting-place at Merida, and Queen Mary from the 
royal abbey of San Benito at Valladolid. Their 
bronze effigies, royally robed, kneel behind those of 
Charles and his Empress, with clasped hands and 
prayerful faces turned to the magnificent high altar. 

The death of Mary Tudor, Queen of England and ^ 
Spain, concurred with the fortune of the war to Ma rmot 
dispose both the French and the Spanish monarchs 
to peaceful counsels. Philip the Prudent imme¬ 
diately began to look around him for an advan¬ 
tageous match, worthy of the matrimonial genius 
of Austria. After some new coquetting with the j 
couit of Portugal for the forsaken Infanta, he fixed ^ 
upon the beautiful Elizabeth of Valois,* daughter of Tinrd mar 

^ na^e of 

the King of Franco IIis second wife was a middle- puiup ii 
aged Queen, who had been affianced to his father; 
his third, a Princess in the bloom of girlhood, be¬ 
trothed to his son, Don Carlos. The Duke of Alba 
raaiTicd her, as proxy for his master, in Juno 1559; ^ 

^ M .Fuste, Ucvitc Nntionalc de Btlgiqnc^ tom wii p 29 

^ [Known as Isabella of the I’eace ] 
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ISS9 


and Margaret, sister of Henry II., at the same 
time gave her hand to the Duke of Savoy. It was 



JSAnFTT\OI VALOIS, riUUU (iTTFKN ()I Illfl 11 II 


at the tournament held in honom of this double 
alliance, that the eye of Henry was pierced by 
the fatal splinter of Montgoraeiy’s lance Old 
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Pope Paul IV., no less vehement in his quarrels 
with his Caraffa nephews when he had discovered 
their unworthiness,^ than in previous quarrels vsdth 
half Christendom for their advantage, soon followed 
his ally to the grave. Philip was now able to 
return to Spain. He arrived at Valladolid, and 
assumed the government on the 8th September; 
and the auspicious event was celebrated by an 
auto-derfS, at which the galleries and the scaffold 
were brilliantly filled with orthodox grandees and 
heretic victims. Among the courtiers appeared the 
Count of Oropesa bearing the sword of state, the 
symbol of so much cruel injustice. It was at this 
butcheiy that Philip uttered the sentiment which 
so gladdened the hearts and strengthened the hands 
of the savage priesthood. Don Carlos de Sesa, one 
of the noblest and best of the sufferers, as he passed 
beneath the loyal balcony, appealed to the King to 
know the cause for which he was sentenced to die. 
“ 1 would myself,” said Philip, “ carry the wood to 
burn my own son, were he a heretic like you ”' 

The Infanta Juana, Princess of Brazil,'’ lelieved of 
her regency by the airival of the King, and still dis- 


OH XI. 
1558 


His return 
to Spam. 


Tho 

Piincess 

llojjent 

tlimna 


^ 'Ihc stoiy IS well told by Antonio de Ucricia, Pnmei apai U dcla 
III Iona dd Mnmh), 1554 70, lii„^c 8\(), ValUdolul, 1606, lib v cap 13 
VP 36VS Cauhmd Catlo Carafa, Pans, 1SS3, and 

I hi blmy of Ih Caiufja, tiaiislalcd fioiii an on^nnal MS by the Ucv 
Canon Uobcil C Jonkiiib, M A, i2ino, London, i8b6 J 
- ( abitia, P Vilipe II , p 236 * [Supia, cliap 11 p 53 ] 
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CH, XT appointed in her hopes of obtaining the regency of 
iss8' Portugal, brought her brief secular career to a close 
at the age of twenty-three. Retiring to Madrid, 
she there founded a nunnery, selecting her first 
barefooted recluses, by the advice of Father Boija, 
from the Franciscan convent of Santa Clara, at 
Gandia. Some years before, a certain holy confessor 
of that house, praying one night alone in the chapel, 
at the shrine of Our Lady of Grace, beheld seven 
stars glide from under the Virgin’s mantle, and 
revolve, each in its course, around the dim aisles. 
These stars, it was revealed to him, represented seven 
new convents, of which the Gandian house was to 
be the mother. Six of the offshoots had already 
sprung; the piety of the Infanta now provided the 
last, in the royal nunnery of Our Lady of Consolation, 
of which the first abbess was a Borja and aunt^ of 
the Jesuit. This convent soon became one of the 
> finest in Madrid, and no less remarkable for its 
I stately cloister and pleasant gardens than foi the 
piety of its noble virgins, who for awhile had for¬ 
th eir confessor Fray Nicolas Factor, the canonised 
Capuchin and painter of Valencia Here Doha 
Juana devoted herself, for the remainder of her days, 
to religious exercises, not assuming the veil, yet be¬ 
coming every year more strict in her self-imposed 

^ R Mendez Silva says, “media hcimana” V/da dt Ut Impcraln^ 
Maria, fol, Madud, 1655, ]> 39 
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rule of life. Her favourite relaxation was to take 
the air at the country palace of the Pardo, attended 
by a band of musicians; but even this harmless 
pleasure she soon abandoned as sinful. Her chief 
occupation was embroidering scarves and handker¬ 
chiefs, which she hkewise displayed great skill in 
selling at a high price to her courtly visitors for the 
benefit of the poor. If a confessor of reputation 
came to Madrid, she would go wrapped in her 
mantle and veil, and kneel in her turn among the 
crowd of penitents who flocked to his grated chair. 

1 Her joy was to enrich her convent with relics, which 
[ she enshrined in caskets of silver and gold; and in 
the chapel where they were kept, she made herself 
an oratory, which became her place of daily resort 
foi meditation and prayer, or, as a biographer called 
it, “ the Aranjuez of her devout pleasures, the Pardo 

OH. XX. 

1558 


of her spiritual delights.” But, in spite of her 
secluded habits, Brantdme, with what truth I know | 
not, asscits that she wished to marry Charles IX. of 
Fiance, a prince fouiteen years younger than heiself, 
and that she heard with a pang of bitter disappoint¬ 
ment that her niece, the Archduchess Elizabeth, had 
made her biidal cntiy into Pans.* Eying after a 
short illness at the Escorial, in 1573, Doila Juana 
was buiicd in her favourite convent at Madrid, five 


^ JJiaiilomc, (Eumes^ 8\oK Svo, P.iiis i 7 f' 7 »E 1» 54 i 
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CH. XI yeai's before her son, Don Sebastian, was slain in 
isss. battle by the Moors of Barbary. Shortly after her 
death. Fray Nicolas Factor, saying a mass for her 
soul, beheld her in a vision, attended by St. Mary 
Magdalene, St. Ines, and St. Dorothea, which he 
took for a sign that she was already released from 
the pains of purgatory,^ Her sister, the widowed 
Empress Mary,® came to Madrid, in 1581, and fixed 
her abode in the convent of Our Lady of Consola¬ 
tion, where her daughter, the Archduchess Margaret, 
refusing to share the throne of Spain, took the veil, 
and lived, for fifty years, a burning and a shining 
light amongst the devout virgins of Castile.® 

From registering the effects of the dead Emperor, 
Luis Quixada passed into the service of the reign¬ 
ing King. The letter in which he narrated, on the 
30th September, the piincipal circumstances of the 
imperial deathbed to Philip, concluded with these 
words:—“For myself, I will not be impoitunatc 

t 

, ^ Chiist Moioiio, Vida do Ni(ol(n Facloi ^ 4to, IJaiccIon.i, i6i8, p 

178 Tlie otlioi particulars of the Piiiiccss’s lilc aic taken from Fi 
I JuanCaiillo, Rtlacioii hViUtrLCa do la ical finidarKmdol inoimslono dt 
' las dcscahas dc Clara do, Madud, dc lus vidas do />* Jutnia da 
) Anst)m, su fundadoiat y dc la Empviat) iz Mana su hormana^ &c , 4I0, 
Madrid, 1616 See also Ger ile Quintana, Ihsioim dc Madiidt l‘d , 
j Madrid, 1629, fol. 412 

I “R Mendez Silva, Adninable Yula y hr}oyras vu hides di aynof 
qlorioso blazon dc Kspanat fiagiantc azuoina dc la <f\sarca ((usa dt 
' Auhhiat dtc , la Einyci ah iz Mai La, 4to, Mmlnd, 1655 
' * Fr Juan dc Palma, Vida dc la si icnnybinia Injania iS'"* Maufanfa 

dc la Cl uzt fol, Madiid, 1636 
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with your Majesty, but only ask you to remember 

CH XI 

that I have served your father, to the best of my 

1SS8 

power, for thirty-seven years, and that I will serve 


you to my life’s end.” Philip had an early occa- 


sion to observe the fidelity and tact with which the 


old soldier could fulfil a trust and keep a secret. 


Immediately after the death of Charles, it was whis¬ 

1 

1 

pered at Valladolid that there lived in Quixacla’s 


family a lad who was supposed to be his master’s 


son; and the rumour reaching the ear of the Regent, 


secretary Vazquez de Molina, by her desire, wrote 


confidentially to the chamberlain, to inquire if it 


were true. Quixada replied* that a boy, who had 


been committed to his care, some years befoic, by 


a friend whom he could not name, certainly resided 


I in his house; but what reason was theie for sup- 

! 


1 posing that his parentage had been coiTectly sur¬ 
mised, when the Emperor had mentioned his name 
neither in his will, nor in the codicil affixed to it ? 
Not satisfied with this answer, Vazquez seems to 
have repeated the question, which was again evaded ^ 
Meanwhile Quixada applied to the King, whom ho 
knew to be in the secret, for instructions. He again 
wrote, on the 13th December, from Valladolid, sa5'iiig 


* [On i8tli Odoltpr (J.icli.ml, Hrhaifo rt wmf Lvii\c\ 
t(nn i 435-6 ])on Joint oj" Au\h in, vol i ]>]) 19 20] 

- [(ilathaMl, Rtiioilv vt moi'l, loin 1 ]» 44J Dott JtJni of Uislnu, 
\ol ] p 20 ] 

VDL V 


2 D 
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CH. XI that the matter was much discussed, but that he 
ISS8. always denied any knowledge of it, and should 
continue to hold the same language, even to the 
Regent, who had hitherto had the goodness to ask 
no questions. Being aware, as he was, of the King’s 
desire that nothing should be made public until he 
himself arrived in Spain, he had taken every pre¬ 
caution to insure secrecy; but he had nevertheless 
been careful that the boy should be educated accord¬ 
ing to his quality in life. 

From court Quixada and his wife soon retired, 
with Don John, to Villagarcia. When Philip IT, 
came to Spain, in 1559, he appointed his brother 
and his guardian to meet him near the neighbour¬ 
ing convent of San Pedro de la Espina Quixada 
assembled his vassals, and rode forth in state with 
his charge, having first made the secret of his birth 
known to Dona Magdalena, and asked pardon for 
rf^Austna loug Withheld it fi’om her They met the 

Phnip*ii’^ King in a wild rocky glen, in the chase of Torozos, 
and were graciously received, Philip, who had conic 
^ thither under pretext of hunting, remarking that lie 
had never captured game which had given him so 
much plcasurc.’^ They afterwards followed the com I 
to Madrid, where Quixada had an opjxntunity of 
' once more signalising his devotion to his mastei’s 

I 

^ ViUafaue, ridu de Muqd di Ulloa, pp. 49-50, 52 
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son, by rescning him from a fixe, which burnt down 
their house in the night, before he attended to 
the safety of Doha Magdalena. His loss by this 
fire amounted to ioo,cx 50 ducats, besides the 
destruction of his family archives. His services 
were not neglected by the King, who made him 
master of the horse to the heir-apparent, and Pre¬ 
sident of the Council of the Indies, and gave him 
also the commanderies of Viso, El Moral, and Santa 
Cruz de iLrgamasilla, considerable benefices in the 
Order of Calatrava.^ 

When Don John was sent, in the spring of 1569, 
to command against the Moriscos,® whom Christian 
oppression and bad faith had driven to revolt m the 
Alpuxarras, the old mayordomo went with him as a 1 
military tutor, with the rank of general of infantry. 1 
Luis de Avila served in the same expedition. At ; 
the beginning of the campaign Quixada was attacked ' 
with fever, which his constitution could not throw 
off as it might have done in the old days of Afiica 
or Flanders. Tic was still more afflicted by the bad 
discipline of the camp, which was filled with raw 
iccruits atti acted by the hope of plunder, or, as he 


CH XI. 
1569. 


Don John’s 
command 
af^ainst the 
Monscos. 


’ El Rlonil WcTiS woilli, iii 1659, 7,500 ducats annually , Joiaual dii 
Voyaqo 01 EsfKtync, ^Lo, Parib, 1682, p 369 Aigaina->ilU had be« 11 
picvioubly held by the favourite Uuy Gomez dc Silva, Hist dc la Ca6U 
de Sdua^ 11 p 464. 

2 [See Don John of Aiidiia^ chap vii \ol 1 p 147, d sifi'\ 
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I 


described them in one of his latest letters,^ “ think¬ 
ing less of fighting than of robbing God and man.” 
In the spring of 1570, as he and Don John were 
reconnoitring the strong mountain-fortress of Seron, 
a bold sally from the place threw the Castilians 
into confusiouj bordering on flight. Quixada was 
engaged in rallying and reassuring them, when a 
ball from an infidel gun brought his campaigns to 
a close. Shot through the shoulder, he fell by the 
side of his pupil, from whose helmet a ball glanced 
as he covered the retreat of the party who bore 
the wounded veteran from his last field.® Gamed 
to Canilles, Quixada died there on the 25th 
February 1570, in the arms of liis wife, who had 
hastened from Madrid to nurse him.® Don John 
mourned for him as for a father, and biiiied him 
with military honours in the chinch of llic Jerony- 
mite friars at Baza, whence liis boiie.s were aitei- 
wards removed to Villagarcia 
' When the good Dona Magdalena left Ibo C’luis- 
tian camp, Don John lode for some miles beside 
her litter, and embraced hci tcndcily wlicii they 
parted. Duiiiig the lest of the campaign, aniidsl 
I the fatigues and anxieties of coriiiiiand, lie .seized 


^ To the Piinee of Kholi, \ illahinc, Vit/ff (/r I)'* Maqd dt ( ji 7^ 
- Lu^s de Mciniiol Canaj*!,!, tUl nhdion i/ dt lus 

dc Granada^ fol , 1600, ful 195 

^ Villdfahe, Vida dc I)^ Marjd ih UUoa, i» 7b 
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every opportunity of writing to her; and one oh xi 
of his hurried letters from the field, recurring to ^570 
their mutual loss, concludes with these affectionate 
words:—“Luis died as became him, fighting for Extracts 
the glory and safety of his son, and covered with leuersof 

. 1 1 TTT1 -r Don John 

immortal honour. Whatever I am, whatever I shall 
be, I owe to him, by whom I was formed, or rather 
begotten, in a nobler birth. Dear sorrowing widowed 
mother! I only am left to you, and to you indeed 
do I of right belong, for whose sake Luis died, 
and you have been stricken with this woe. Mode¬ 
rate your grief with your wonted wisdom. Would 
that I were near you now, to dry your tears, or 
mingle them with mine! Farewell, dearest and 
most honoured mother! and pray to God to send 

I back your son from these wars to your bosom.” ^ We 

II may be sure Magdalena’s oratory was the scene of 

. many such prayers. In another letter, during the [ 
same campaign, Don John thanks her foi her regu- I 
laiity in answering his letters, and in satisfying the > 
chief desire of his heart to know that she is well . 

—“ T shall eiiilcavour,” he adds, “ to steer my course 
as much as I can in confoiraity with the advice of 
your ladyship, whom I entreat over to giant me a 
healing, for thcic is no one whom I so much desiic 

‘ I’lciservcd m a Latin (lu‘ss in Joaimt'i Aubfnati rifa, a/irtojc A ufonio 
Osoiio, .1 MS in the National Libiaiy at M.iilrnl, foi <i ti.inscnpt ot 
winch I din mclehted to my fiieiid Don Ldsciial tie ChiNan^O" 
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CH XI. to satisf)"^ as her to whom 1 owe my bringing up, 
1576 and the place in the world which I now hold, 
(obligations) which I will acknowledge even in 
my grave.” ^ 

The childless widowhood of Dona Magdalena was 
passed at her husband’s house of Villagarcia, and 
was chiefly spent in works of charity and devotion, 
performed for the benefit of his soul. For her 
darling young prince she busied herself in occupa¬ 
tions of a more practical and secular kind; and 
the hero of Lepanto wore no linen but what was 
Don John’s fashioned by her loving hands. The filial affection 
forhor which he always regarded her is one of the 

most pleasing features in his wayward charactci and 
chequered history; ho never came back to Spain ' 
without paying her a visit, or went to the wars 
Avithout bidding her faicwell ® It was to hci that 
he biought the block of wood fiom the tiuc cioss, 

I presented to him by Pope Pius V as Ihc most 
])rccious gueidon in his power to bestow on the 
(oiiqueror of tlio Tuik M’lien slic was founding 

^ This left Cl IS piescmd in tlio A( uU iM;y of IIistoiy.it M idiid, 

Mi'itdlanu s of UiL JtiiHits,\{\\ l\\n,lol '1 he oinl, w ith tin <lLl(‘,isun 
foitunatcly-w.intirp.^ , hut thtie is iiiteiii.il tvuhn((‘ tint it A\as\\iilf(M 
111 the siiiniiii 1, pioh.ihly III Alienist oi Si pt(*nih( i, of i57n I oi .i ti.m 
[ SLript of iL 1.1111 iinUhtLil to Don rasui.il de (»i .iM{.fos [ I Ik* ti \t .uid 
ti.insl.ition .110 ^ivcu liy the .lutlioi in Ins Don John of Austnti, \ol ii 
I I'P 372-7 ] 

- Vaiulcili.iinineii, I uJa tic I) Jnm (h Audmt, fol 292 
^ \ ilUi.ihe, Villa dr / “ Matjd di I I'oa ]i 274 
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her college at ViUagarcia, in 1576, Don John “wrote ch xi 
to the Pope’s secietary to ask for the necessary *577 
licenses, enforcing his request with these words:— 

“There is nothing I so much, desire as to gratify 
the wish of this lady, whom I regard as my own 
mother.”^ In I 577 » he took leave of her, on 
going to govern the Netherlands, she was seized 
with, a presentiment of evil, and instituted daily 
masses for his health. Her forebodings were just; 
for within two years, into which had been com¬ 
pressed an age of toil, anxiety, and mortification, 
he lay on his deathbed at Namur, raving, in his 
dehrium, of battle-fields, and leaving, as his last 
message to the brother, who was suspected of re- 
I paying his loyal service with poison, the request 
, that his bones might be laid near the dust of their 
I sire at the Escorial.® 

I: 

Dona Magdalena’s chief tie to the world was 
now biokcn. For awhile, she adopted Don John’s | 
natural daughter Anna; but she placed the child, 
at the age of seven ycais, in a convent at Madiigal, 
where she aftciuai'ds took the veil, Eeligion had 
then no ri\al in the widow’s heart; and her days 
wcic passed in doing good, after the fashion pie- 
sciibed by hei Jesuit counsellors The most im- 
poitant of lier pious woiks were the Jesuits’ college 

* VilUt«ihe, Vidadi dc UUoa,y 284 

® Vtindcilujiinitn, Vidadc 1 ) Jiuiiidt AiisUiitsidi 324 
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and church of San Luis, at Villagarcia. In 1580, 
the buildings were sufficiently advanced to admit 
of the consecration of the church. The visitor 
and other dignitaries of the company were present 
at the ceremony, to which Dona Magdalena had 
also invited many of her noble relations and fiiends 
from Valladolid The next day, her devotion to 
the Society of Jesus was put to a severe test. After 
mass, she proposed to her guests to inspect the 
collegiate buildings. But they had hardly entered 
the cloister when the lector met them, bearing the 
positive commands of the visitor that they should 
immediately retire. The foundiess was silent with 
astonishment; but her friends, especially the ladies, 
were loud in their indignation. Her bi other, the ‘ 
Marquess de La Mota, who had always looked ' 
coldly on her pious munificence, flinging liis gloves 
on the pavement, cued, “I would rather have seen 
this than be King of Castile Kow, iiiy lady, }ou 
will undeistaiid the people you have been wasting 
your wealth upon, and the kind of gialilude wliicli 
they bear you.” Magdalena cnduied with equal 
meekness the insolence of the piiest and the taunts 
of her fiicnds. The Jesuit had acted on a loo stiiet 
inteipietation of a biicf of Pope Pius V AMicn 
the affair was known at Pome, the gcuieial of the 


company, Evciaido Mciciiiiano, wrote to hei to 


' explain and excuse the tioatment wliicli she liad 
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received, and to assure her that he had issued ch. xi 
orders for her to have leave to see the building 1598. 
■which she had founded. He also -wrote to the 
rector of the college, ordering him to do all in 
his power to remove any unpleasant feeling which 
might remain in her mind, and to recover the 
ground which the company might have lost in her 
esteem. That httle ground had been lost Mag¬ 
dalena soon made evident by continued benefac¬ 
tions to the institution, as well as by founding 
two other colleges at Santander and Oviedo. Nor Her other 

^ founda- 

were her alms-deeds con-fined to the company; she 

founded an hospital at Villagarcia, and a nunnery 

and a penitentiary at Valladolid; she sent several 

missions to Eaibary for the redemption of captives; 

she spent large sums in portioning orphan biides; 

and her bounty furnished many a silver chalice and ; j 

paten to the rural churches of Biscay and Astui’ias. j 1 

Her life of kindly deeds and blameless enthusiasm | itei death ' 

(amo to an end in 1598, when she was laid beside her 

lord 111 the collegiate chuich of Villagaicia. Amongst 

the relics of that temple, two crucifixes weie held in 

jieculiar veneiation, one being that which Magdalena 

had picssed to hci dying lips, the other a tiophy 

lesciied, by the Emperoi’s old coinpanion in aims, 

fiom a Mooiish bonfiic 111 the Alpuxarias ^ 


VilLifauc, Vtdn d< ilA di Vlloa, pp 7^> 443 
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Having no children, Quixada, according to the 
fashion of his age and nation, declared his soul his 
heir. On the death of his widow, to whom the 
life-rent of his whole estate was left, all that part 
of his property which was in his own power was 
to be devoted to charitable uses—uses to which 
the income of Magdalena was also, as we have 
seen, almost exclusively devoted. The ancient 
ma/yorazgo, or entailed estate of the family, passed 
to an Ocampo, a son of Luis’s paternal aunt, who 
was directed to assume the name of Quixada, and 
the arms, chequers azure and argent, bordered with 
the bearings, wolves gvles on a field or, of the 
Osorios.^ Villagarcia is now the property of the 
Count of Santa Coloma, to whom has likewise de- ' 
scended a portrait of Luis Quixada.® The bronzed 
old soldrer is represented as a man of goodly pre¬ 
sence; his dark eyes beam rvith sagacity; and Ins 
mouth, shaded by a thick well-trimmed beard, 
is stamped with firmness of purpose In a rich 
though sober suit of black and brown, liis red- 
cross hung from his neck by a gold chain, he 
stands, staft" in hand, as ho may have* ])iosenled 
himself in the ante-chamber of the llegcnt at 
Valladolid. 


^ VillaftinC; Vida dc M dc Vllou, pp 27, 81 

“ [By Titian, now in the possc^sum of the Conde do Ohak at Madnd, 
and of winch a wood cngiavmg is here given J 
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William Van Male,^ tlie amiable and scholarly 
gentleman of the Emperor’s chamber, returned to 
Flanders, with the slender annual pension of 150 
florins, which was to be reduced to one half on 
his succeeding to the keepership of the palace 
of Bruxelles, a post of which the King had 
granted him the reversion. On 17th Februaiy 
1561, Philip 11 . wrote from Toledo, to the Bishop 
of Arras, his minister in Flanders, that he had 
heard that Van Male was likely to compose a 
history of His Majesty, now in glory; that it was 
possible such a work might contain some things 
either untrue or unworthy of the merits of the 
deceased; and that therefore the Bishop had better 
institute a search, as if for some other purpose, 
amongst Van Male’s papers, and if any such writing 
were found, send it to him to Spain, that it might 
be burned as it deserved * The Emperor’s poor 
scholar and faithful servant was happily saved from 
this indignity by the protecting hand of death 
On 7th March, Arras replied from Bruxelles, that 
Van Male having died** before the receipt of the 
King’s letter, ho himself had already taken the 
precaution of .sealclung amongst his papers for 
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^ [Supra, cliap iv pp io6~io'-^ ] 

“ Papios de Gtunvellc, vi p 273 

[On ifit «/unnaiy 1561 Juuvyn do Leffeihovc, Comme/ituirOi (<pu>teJ 
biipia, }) 93, note) liiLiodiiclioii, p \\\i ] 
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CH XI historical documents or notes, but that none had 
1561. been found. A good many days before his death, 
Van Male himself, he reported, had been observed 
to tear up and bum a large quantity of papers. He 
had also been often heard, by his intimate friends, 
to lament, even with tears, that Luis Quixada, soon 
after the Emperor’s decease, had taken from him, 
almost by force, the Memoirs which His Majesty 
and he had composed; and to say that he hoped 
nevertheless one day to write, from memory, an 
account of his master, and that he should have 
already begun the work had it not been for the 
infirm state of his health' If this report of Van 
Male’s table-talk be true, it seems plain that the 
loss of the curious Memoiis of Chailcs V composed 
by himself, and translated into Latin by an elegant 
scholar—if indeed they arc lost, and not only buried 
in some forgotten hoard of Spanish histone Imo— 

' may be added to the black catalogue of the nns- 
' deeds of his dull, bigottccl, and cruel son Van 

I ^ Papicts de GiimveHc^ vi p 290 

^ [In 1862, M. Le Rnion Keiv\n do LcttcMliovc ymlilishcd Ins (*oni 
( mentaircs de Charles Quint, 8vo, BinxellcR, pj) xlv 209 , .1 I‘n nrli tr.ui‘4- 
j Jation of a Portiigucsc tiansliition ^^hlch hr to in tln' 

, Imperial Libiiuy of P«uis (Introduction, p \\x\ii ) rnlitlc d //?.s/o// 

, Inmciissimo Emperadot Carlus-Qnuiio, 1 ctf dt ITcitpaidin, tomimda pm 
Majestade Cesa'iea, canto i^cver do pnpcl f/ue vai cm ft stgutnfe foUm, 
fraduztda da Imqott JumtCMt r do jtta/ntft mifjtnttl, tm Mttdnd, an tut 
1620, from which lie Loiicliides tlhiL m 1620, 111 tlio of Philip HI 

and during the niiuistry of the Dnqiio de P/i'd.'i, tin* oii/^inal iMH ol 
the Commentaries still rxistod at M.idiid lie adds tint, 111 1623, 
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Male was interred in the church of St. Gudule, at ch xi. 
Bruxelles, where his widow, Hippolyta Keynen, *S79. 
was laid by his side in 1579. Their epitaph 
praised the probity and various learning of the 
husband, and the piety and prudence of the wife.’^ 

Their son Charles considerably bettered the fortunes 
of the family; he was ambassador in Prance in 
1598, and one of the negotiators of the treaty of 
Verviers for the Archduchess Infanta Isabella; their 
grandson, Aurelius Augustus, died in Madrid in 
1662, first member of the Supreme Council of the 

Gilles Gonzalez de Avila, Hiatonograpker to Philip III., again asseited | 
the existence of the Commentaiics, and liad perhaps seen them ! 

The note mentioned above, on the second leaf of the Portuguese MS ^ 

IS as follows Tt cslado do papcl qiie esta cm o pi incipio desta histonctj 
cscritto pci mao propi la do Ewperador Carlos V cm a linqoa castelhana, 

0 (jual papcl Bua Mujestade mandoii d*Alcmanha com a mcsina historm 
a cl Rcy don Phthppe scu fdJio qiic entao era pnncipc de Hespanha 

(p xl) 

Sii William Stiiling-Maxwell, in a MS note on liis copy of the book, 
says “Thc^c Memoirs oi Conimciitancs, tlioiigh composed with consider- 
al)le skill ,111(1 knowledge of the histoiy of the time, do not seem to me to 
he goniuiic A cuiious slip occurs on p, 114, which could hardly have 
ha]»]>ont‘d to Chailcs V, 01 even to any one willing in the sixteenth 
centuiy The Kloctoi Palatine Fiodcrick is theic spoken of ,is “rtZoii 
JClrdcnij'' as if he or his house had heoii deposed fioiii the eicctoial 
dignity affeiwaidri 01 diiiiiig (ho Emiieioi’s life The eicctoial dignity 
M.is not taken away till the following centiin ” 

An English tianshition of the Com men Lanes was published hy Lcouaid 
Fiaucis Simpson, MltSL., as The A uiobiof/raphif of the Euqnror 
Chaihs V, sin 8vo, Jamdon, 1862, ]»p xlviii i6r ] 

‘ It IS cited hy M de Ueilhmheig [Lcliics de G Vrat Muir, ]> 23), and 
gives.hinii.ary i, 1560, as the dale of Van Male’s doiith, whicli M (J.u h.iid 
thinks iGconcilablo with the date in the Gianvclh Papa 9, hy allowing foi 
(he two xviiysof counting the veais fiom the ist Jaiiu.uy 01 fiom Easier 
Sec the HtdlcUn dc VAcad Roy dc Bruxelles, nth Jaiiuaiy 1845 

VOL V. 2 1C 
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CH XI Netherlands, in the service of Philip IV., and was 
ijss buried in the church of St. Andrew, beneath an 
epitaph which was a long relation of dignities 
and virtues.’- 

Mwtan de Qf Martin de Gaztelu, the prudent and painstak¬ 
ing secretary of the Emperor, my researches have 
discovered no further trace, beyond the fact that he 
assisted at the final obsequies of his late master at 
the Escorial, in 1574. 

Gayondo Guyou de Moron, keeper of the imperial ward¬ 
robe, is supposed to be identical with Guillaume 
de Moron, Lord of Terny and Beaumont. On his 
return to Burgundy, he had a dispute with the family I 
of Cardinal Granvellc, about certain malveisations, j 
alleged by him to have been committed by the great | 
man’s relations, in the administration of the royal ! 
salt-mines. Joining the political party opposed to ' 
the Cardinal, ho repaired to Madrid in 1565, to lay 
his complaint at the foot of the tin one 'J’hcie, 
however, he was denounced to the IiKpusition, an 
admiiablc engine foi lidding a powoifnl niiniiitoi of 
a tioublosomo opponent; and his levchitions on the 
j salt question Avcrc eternally sih'nccd at the stake'." 
j The t-«'0 physicians Mathys returned to Ihe Nether- 

I_ 

I ^ Reidenbeip;, Lefftes dc G Vrr?i Male^ p]) wui., kXY , \\\n 
; - (jT (Jiocn Vtiii l*i]iislL‘ior, An hints da la imttson trOttiinfi-Nnsstfu^ 

8vo, Leiclc, 1835, vol i See the letlor fioin the rriiiLu of Uran;'(i to 
Oounl Louis of Nasa.ui, 30th August 1565, p 277 
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lands. Henry wrote a treatise on the aphorisms 
of Hippocrates, and was made physician to the 
King, Dying in 1565, at Bruxelles, he was buried 
in the church of St. Gudule, beneath an epitaph 
placed there by his widow and children.^ Doctor 
Oomelio, who had also translated into Latin a Greek 
book on the healing art, enjoyed a great practice, in 
pursuing which he was killed by a fall from his 
horse.® 

From the vigils and dirges of Yuste, Fray Juan de 
Regia hastened to court to await the arrival of the 
King.® As prior of Santa Engracia, he had been 
compelled to retract certain heterodox tenets at the 
bar of the Inquisition. Nevertheless, he now em¬ 
ployed his leisure in drawing up two informations 
against the Archbishop of Toledo, which he lodged in 
the Holy Office The principal facts alleged against 
the pielatc were, that at Yuste he had given the 
Emperor absolution before receiving his confession, 


^ V«al Amln\as, Bihlioihcca Bdgica, 4to, Loiivaiiie, 1683, p 362 Jo 
Ki K()i)j)eiH, 1hhlioihc('a Bclgica, 2 vols 4to, Ihiixollcs, 1739, 1 p 457 
Jhoqutphic ilc'i honunci> 1 cmii quablcs de la Flamhc Occtdc7ifak, 4 vol‘=i 
8v(), 15 ni«j[es, 1843, 1 p 314. 

- Foppens, Ihb 1 kl(/1 1 ]) 203 Ills hook was A 7 ictu(r}ii Jonnnis 
ZnthatKu Jilti uivihodi medindi^ hl>ii vi, 4io, Veiictiis, 1554 S\o, l\iiis, 
1555 Jjioq de la Fkind Oiud^\ p 303 
^ Loll [Vila di Cmlu V ) eitcs, ami sometimes quotes a docu- 
TiiGiit which he calls Vita c uioifc di Cailo Ccsa'jc ml ilchcito by Fiay 
,Ilian (Ic but whi<h, beim; unnoticed by any otlici aiilbm, was pio- 

bably a fiction of bis oun busy bi.iin. Peiliaps be ine.iiiL the paper by 
]>ri()i Angulo, about which he may have read lu Sandoval 
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OH. XL and that he had bid him be of good cheer, because 
ISS9. his sins were wholly washed away by the blood of 
Christ. These allegations were supported strongly 
by the testimony of some of the friars of Yuste, and 
slightly by that of Don Luis de Avila. ViUalva, on 
the other hand, declared that he had heard nothing 
unorthodox fall from the Archbishop’s lips; while 
Quixada maintained a politic neutrality, saying he 
believed that the Primate spoke to the Emperor 
about the remission of sins, but that his ovra duties 
had prevented him from attending to the words ^ 

When the King returned to Spain, the confessor 
was graciously received Honoured with a long aiidi- i 
ence, he gave Philip an account of the Emperor’s 
retirement and death, and told him certam sccicts 
j respecting Don John of Austria, confided to him by 
the dying man for the car of his succcssoi. It may 
be fairly supposed that the fiiai discieetly su]ipicssc'(l 
his own suggestions, if, indeed, they were his, as to 
the alteration of the lino of succession in Don .Tolin’s 
favour:® for he was commanded to lemain at coiiit 
as one of the exocntois of tin* Emiieroi’.s' nil), nm] 
received an older for the payment of liis pension oiil 
of the royal revenues iii the see of Calalioiia. When 
the business of the cxecutoi&hip was closed, he lo- 

^ Lloicnte, llibtona r/o la Lif/msmoji dc Ei>pan(t^ cip win, ait 2, 

8 tom , 121110, Baiceloiia, 1835, in ))}> 238-43 
Siipia, clia]» X, p 346. 
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turned to Zaragoza, and was again chosen prior of 
gta Engracia. In the autumn of 1568 he was 
employed to convey to the Escorial some of the 
earliest treasures of the reliquary, fragments of the 
holy corpses of the parents of St. Lorenzo, and of 
St. Justo and St. Pastor. These two young martyrs 
did him the honour of appearing at several of the 
early masses which he performed during the journey, 
and even of serving him in the capacity of acolytes.^ 
He was afterwards elected prior of the Jeronymite 
convent at Madrid, a house rich with the gifts of 
kings and queens, and much frequented and 
favoured by the royal family; and, ere long, in 
spite of his repugnance to the custody of a royal 
conscience, he accepted the post of confessor to 
Ilia Majesty We are assured by his panegyrist 
that he bore these honours with exemplary meek¬ 
ness and moderation, asking for favours only for his 
convent, and referring all petitioners who besought 
his infiuence in the closet, cither to the tribunals of 
justice or to the ministers of state. Of liis annual 
pension lie gave one fourth to the pool of Calahoira, 
and the icst to his Jeronymite brethren at Zaia- 
goza But if he were free fiom avarice and political 
intrigue, he was deeply stained with another vice of 
his calling. Ills hate was bitter and mcxtinguisli- 
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OH. XI. able, and displayed itself in the eager and nnscrupn- 
1574 Ions zeal with which he ran at the head of the pack 
that hnnted the unfortunate Archbishop Carranza 
into the castle of St. Angelo. He died of fever in 
the summer of 1574, in the rising cloisters of the 
Escorial.^ During his residence in Italy he had 
formed, chiefly at Venice, a considerable collection of 
books, amounting to 2,435 volumes. As a last token 
of filial love, these were bequeathed to his mother 
convent of S*®- Engracia,^ and were accordingly 
added to its noble library, famous for literary trea¬ 
sures, and for the lovely prospect seen from its 
windows, extending over the garden of the Ebro 
to the snowy peaks of the Pyrenees.® S** Engracia 
also possessed his writings—iVbies on the Conned oj 
Trent, and a volume of Sermons, wliicli, cithei 
because they wanted merit or because the coiiveiil 
wanted giatitude, have ncvci been piiiiled ' lloie 
the great historian of Aiagou, (xeioinnio (Jutiiii, 

I ^ Sigiu‘n(,a, 111 p 448 

j - The hones of V M , ^\( lo (ljs(oNcnotl m .1 m.iihlo dust 

« in digging the foandations of the (.hinth in ijSg , tlu> win* losc 
I colouicd,-vvliich u.is siipposf <1 fo .nitliciifi<.i(c tlierii 'I In siilih iiaiu.in 
chinch, ■\vhoio those ,uul othei lolns wvw hopi, o\h( nu 1> lu li uul 
hcaulifiil Tliiity silver l<ini]>s Innnod tin 11 (l<i\ .iiul ni'^lil, .uul llimujli 
the ceiling as not ahove tvvtlvc* f« (t Ini’ll, tiiowlnh* lool was nivin 
sullied hy the snioke 'J'hc eliiiidi and (onwnl wen* llio I kiiiIi Jioad 
qiiaitcrs in iSo8, and wimo ultoily distioyi’d S(‘e Sonllu>, Ilislanf uf 
tJw Pinuihulat lEu/, G vols S\o, London, 1S2S, lol 11 pj» iij 2^ 

^ Vine liltisco do J aniiAi, Jlisiontt th Atutjon^z tom 4I0, Zai.igo/a, 
1622,1 no, 

* F, dc Lat.is&a, Biblioinits lU Ebvtdtnai \ol 1 p ^17 
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spent the latter years of his life, observing the 
mles of the community, though not a member of 
the order, and here he was buried, as also was 
his countryman and fellow-labourer, Geronimo de 
Blancas. 

Fray Francisco de Villalva, on the return of Philip 
II. to Spain, was appointed one of his preachers, 
and was ever afterwards much in his confidence 
in ecclesiastical affairs. In framing the constitu¬ 
tion of the convent of the Escorial, in which the 
Jeronymites saw with exultation their ancient seats 
of Lupiana and Guadalupe outdone in magnificence, 
Villalva was constantly consulted. He was likewise 
employed to report on the claim of the metropolitan 
church of Toledo to retain a missal and bieviary of 
its own in spite of a decree of the Council of Tient; 
and he drew up, on this subject, a paper so learned 
and so lucid, that it silenced, and, his hiends said, 
convinced, the succcssoi of St lldcfonso and his 
chapter of golden canons Pleaching befoie the 
King at the Escorial on Easter day 1575, Villalva 
was seized, as he descended fiom the pulpit, -with an 
illness of which he died in a few days Notwith¬ 
standing his fame as a preacher, none of his scinions 
appeals to have found its way to the press, but as 
his celebrated discoiusc at the Emperor’s funeial 
at Yuste was indeed about in manusciipt, and 
sent both to tlic liegent at Valladolid and to the 
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CH XI. King at Bruxelles, it is possible that it may stUl 
1558 survive in some of the older libraries of Spain or 

the Netherlands.^ 

juS da preacher Fray Juan de Agoloras was general 

Asoioras ^jjg Order of Jerome from 1558 to 1561 ; he was 
afterwards named by the King as one of the com¬ 
missioners to examine the famous propositions of 
Archbishop Carranza; and he eventually harangued 
his way to the patriarchal chair and the mitre of the 
Canaries.® 

Fra|^Juan Bray Juau de Santandres, the third preacher, 
taudres. ended his days as friar of his convent at Talavcra, 
the chief incident and reward of lus harmless and j 
obscure life being, that it was vouchsafed to luni to ' 
foretell, at some distance of time, tlio exact day and ‘ 
I horn’ of his own death.® 

Fray | Bray Antonio de Villacastiii, the builder of the 
Mstan"”" ! palace of Yuste, letuined to his coin cut of La Sisla, 

, near Toledo, and, foi some yeais, [icihuiticd the 
humbler functions of bakci to the fiateiiiit} \\ lien 
the budding of the Escoiud nas coiiiiiieiH ed, iii r 51)3, 
he was appointed niastei of tlie woiks, and, foi toil) 
ycais, lie siipeiiiitended the execution ol i'\eij detail 
j of the mighty labile, fioiii tiu‘ hewing ol the uianile 
' by Biscayan masons, to the panitiiig ol the liescoes 


^ Los ///a/ (h'S ((h (imm p ^115 

- yigiicin;{i 111 \)\t 207,370 11)1(1, |) 193 
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on wall or dome by Cambiaso or Tibaldi. His clear ch. xi. 
head, strong memory, cool temper, and sound practi- i®°3. 
cal knowledge enabled him to fill the post with 
great credit to himself, and to the general satisfaction 
both of those whose money he spent, and of those 
whose labours he directed, Philip II. was very fond 
of him; being attracted at first, it is said, by the 
retiring habits of the friar, who always retreated at 
his approach, and was caught in the end only by a 
stratagem; the King following him along the top of 
an unfinished wall, which afforded no way of evasion 
In the course of his duties, he had his share of the 
hard knocks, and hairbreadth escapes, which are 
apt to occur among scaffoldings and cranes. Later 
in life, he was afflicted with a dangerous swelling in { 
the arm, for which the surgeon threatened amputa¬ 
tion. But one night, as he lay awake with the pain, ' 
he felt a pair of hands rubbing and kneading the 
diseased limb, which foithnith began to recover, 
and was as sound as the other 111 a few days. Pray 
Antonio then confided the lact to the prior Sigucn^a, 
who agiced with him in behoving that the mystc- 
iioiis manipulator was none othei than the blessed 
St. Lawrence himself. When the huge inonastciy 
was comjileted, the eyes of Villacastin were attacked 
with cataract, which, not being operated upon by 
the saint of the giidiion, icndoicd the suffeiei quite 
blind. lie died 111 1C03 ninety, and he was 
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interred, by his own desire, beneath the cloister- 

1558. 

pavement, at the door of the cell in which he had 
so long lived and laboured. In the church of the 
Escorial, Luca Cambiaso has introduced the pale 
grave face of Villacastin, very near his own, in the 
group on the threshold of the “ Glory of heaven,” 
which he painted, in fresco, on the vaulted ceiling 
of the choir. 

Griovanni 

From Yuste, Juanelo Torriano went to Toledo, 

Tomano. 

! 

where he was employed by the coi'poration to supply 
the city with water from the Tagus, which flows 
beneath its rock-built walls. Of this work he had, 


many years before, in Italy, consliuctcd a model, at 
the suggestion of his patron, the Muiqucss del Vasto, 
who had come from Spain, enchanted with the noble 
old capital, and giicving for the dcaitli ol w'litcr 
which it endured, though girdled with a deep and 


abundant stream Tlio merit of the ])lan bcloiif-ed 
1 partly to llobcrto Valtuiio, but inaiiy iinpiovenu'uls 
1 wcic added by Toiliano; llic water being laised lo 
' the height of tlic Alcazai by an iiigenions eonibina- 
j tion of wheels, jilaced in an edifice of Iniek limit on 
I the margin of the rivei. ^I'he learned iMoiales lell 
' a long dcsciijition ol the work, or aiiijicio, as it was 
called, and landed it as a irinade ol iiu'channal 
genius. He likewise finiii.shed a Latin inseii|)lioii 
for a statue of the aitist, witli which it was at 
one time intended to crown the building, and a 
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copy of verses which conclude with these extrava¬ 
gant lines:— 

“ Aerias rupea jubet bnnc transcendere , paret ; 

Atque hic sideribus proxmras ecce fluit.” ^ 

He bids tbe Tagus scale the rocks, and lo I 
Obedient, near the stars, the waters flow. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century the work 
was still in use,® and was noticed by Quevedo in a 
Castilian lyric of a very difFerent cast, in which some 
bantering praise is thus given to Torriano:— 

“ Flamenco dicen q[ue fud 
Y sorbedor de lo puro ; 

Muy mal con el agua esiaba 
Que en tal trabajo la puso ” ^ 

J uanelo, Tis dear, was lend of his beer, 

And drank his seknaps neat, like a Fleming , 

No weakness oi whim, for water, in Imn. 

The lymph to such labours condemning ' 
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I'hc Tagus-stream, however, soon rested from its 
labouis; for the mechanism falling to decay was 
novel icpaiiod; and Toledo letinncd to hci old 


^ Moialcs, fh E^priila, foi 92 

** Monroiiys, Voifugcs^ tom 111 p 31, ^[)Gaks of it, in 1628, as out of 
i(‘|),iii .iiid use. “ Water ib pniiii»ed up fioiu tlio iivci lo tlio ca.stJo , hiil 
foinicily li was laiscd by a \eiy ingenious invention which they c.illcd 
the infjtnio dc Juantlo It consisted of a mnnber of boxes of while nun 
wliitli ilie ii\cr ilHoJf tilled and caused to empty tlieinsclvcb into eaeli 
otlici, until the height w'as attained ” 

Itinamn) dcbdc Madrid u sii tone, 06)ai, 3 tom 4 to, llins&els, 
1660^61 Pvcbiub, p. 420 
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CH. XI. Tantalus-state, and that simpler hydraulic machinery, 
1585- of mules and water-jars, to which she still adheres. 
Although the building or shell of the works, a kind 
of gallery built in stages, and rising to the level of 
the Alcazar, long remained intact/ it has at last 
yielded to the tooth of time, or the more destructive 
hand of man, and a few ruined brick arches on the 
right bank of the river, below the bridge, are now 
the sole remains of the work of the ingenious 
Lombard. He was afterwards engaged at Madrid, 
in making some draw-wells on an impiovcd principle. 
But Toledo continued to be his home, and he died 
there, leaving a daughter, in 1585, and was buried 
in the convent of the Caimcii The .sticct 111 winch 
he lived is still called “the street of the wooden 
man,” callc del honihve de 2>cdo,’’ 111 nicnioiy, says 
tradition, of a puppet, of his making, inIiicIi used to 
walk daily to the aichicpiscojial pahuo, and ii'tuin 
laden with an allowance of bieud and iiu'al, afti'i 
doing coroiiionious obeisance to the doiioi Tlie 
city of Toledo honouied Toiiiaiio nitli a medal, 

I healing his head, shaiigy, heaiiU'd, and stiin, on 
the icveise was a gushing loiinfain, siipjioited on 

^ Journal dn ym/dfjt 4I0, I'.in , ifiGt) p c;; 'I Ik* aiitlitM, 

gcncially supposctl to !«* M JJojscl, ( ohik illoi ol ilx I'uIiummiI <»l 
tiavcllod 111 1659 III! (lc‘s( iilu s 11 k‘.IS lumul, Imt tiiKhiiiUl 
mg, “line galkiie ijiie v.i eii lainp.ml,” <is hciiu “i lu ok i n son < nliti ’ 
It may bo been in one ot the etilungs ot Tohtlo, liy Monniti, lOhu 
- Ponz, ViagCt i pp 161-2, iiheie the lucdal is Lngia\ed 
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the head of a nymph, and snn’onnded by thirsty 
ancients, with the inscription, vietvs . nvnqvam , 
DEFICIT, the mechanician’s favourite motto. His 
bust, finely executed in marble, perhaps by Berru- 
guete, still adorns the cabinet of natural history in 
the archbishop’s palace at Toledo.’^ His portrait, 
inscribed with his name and the medal-motto, like¬ 
wise hangs in the smaller cloister of the Escorial.® 
Father Borja continued to preach, teach, and 
travel with unfiagging zeal and remarkable success. 
Soon after pronouncing the Emperor’s funeral ser¬ 
mon, he was again in Portugal, visiting his colleges 
at Evora, Coimbra, Braga, and Porto, and negotiat¬ 
ing for the Princess of Brazil in the affair of the 
regency His holiness and his Catholic enthusiasm 
did not, however, piotect him from suspicions of 
heresy in the reform panic which overspread the 
Court and Church of Spain. He had communicated, 
it was said, with Fray Domingo de Boxas, and he 
was summoned by Archbishop Cairaiiza to beai 
witness on Ins behalf before the Inquisition, lie- 
ports injiuions to his orthodoxy and to that of the 
com])any foi awhile shook Borja’s credit with the 
King; and they certainly obtained foi him the 
ill-will of the inquisitor Valdes, and foi a little 
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^ Amatloi do los liios, Toledo Fiiitora^La, Svo, Madiid, 1845, 
j) 201 

^ Uesc) ipcioii dd Escoiud, h\\\ Svo, Madiid, 1843, p 225 
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OH XI. devotional treatise, which he had written many years 
isfi?- before, a place in that prelate’s famous catalogue 
of prohibited books. That such imputations should 
have been cast on an order of which the first rule 
was unqualified submission to the Holy See, well 
exemplifies the blind fury of polemic war, in which 
men, who cannot tell friends from foes, pretend to 
judge between speculative truth and error. ! 

Out of Spain, however, the fame of Borja was I 
untarnished, and his influence unshaken Called I 
to Rome by Pope Pius IV., to advise on the affairs | 
of the Church, he was twice chosen Vicar-General '! 
of the company, and finally, on the death of Laynez, i 
in 1567, received the staff of Loyola. Dining his ' 
vigorous rule of seven years, the company lengthened 
its cords and strengthened its stakes in eveiy ])ait 
of the globe, and in every order and condition of 
i mankind. Jesuit politicians gamed the cai of 
’ princes and prelates who had luthcito icgaiih'd the 
, Society with coldness 01 enmity; Jesuit scliohns iiiid 
, thinkers, no less elegant than piofouiKl, spoke lliioiigli 
i the press in cvciy language of Emope , Jesuit i.ilheis 
everywhere signalised themselves liy then leaiiniig, 

, piety, and decent poveity, and by llini siiceessc's 
^ in the pulpit, the confessional, and the school ; ‘ 

* Soo, on tlu‘ Jcsuils, II.illiiiM, fK(ru(h((ti<iH (o fin / ifi mini • nj I'lnnpi, 

4 voIh Svo, London, i86o, vol ii, iifiil u , i .iikI hi, {i]i 25 

and 63. 
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Jesuit colleges, presided oyer by teachers the oh, xi 
ablest that the world had yet seen, arose amid ^st®. 
the snows of Poland and the forests of Peru; Bar¬ 
bary, Plorida, and Brazil were watered with the 
blood of Jesuit martyrs; and Jesuit ministers 
of mercy moved amid the roar of battle on the 
bastions of Malta and the decks of Lepanto. Never 
was discipline so perfect as in the ranks of the 
company; never was a multitude of minds so skil¬ 
fully combined into a single intellectual machine, 
developing the powers of all, yet moved by the will 
of one. Like Ignatius, Borja brought to his reli¬ 
gious command much of his old military spirit; and 
his addresses to his followers were frequently illus¬ 
trated by images such as might have presented 
' themselves to Gonsalvo or Alba. “ Let the preacher,” 
says he, in his excellent rules for the composition 
and delivery of a sermon, “think himself a mere 
I piece of artilleiy, with which God is to batter and 
overthrow the proud walls of Babylon, and Ins own 
pait of the business nothing but the lump of iioii 
or brass, cold and heavy, and the dirty powder, 
black, ill-savourccl, and useless, until it is touched 
with the file of the Holy Spiiit.” ^ In spite of the 
duties of his command, he himself continued in 
person to batter the walls of Babylon, both from the 


Ti atadopai a los predn mlo'i llibadcncim, Vula dc F Uo)jo^ p 233 
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CH XI. pulpit and with, the pen; his semens and his trea- 

IS7I tises, collected after his death, filling a folio of 

goodly dimensions. 

The General of Jesus visited Spain for the last 
time in 1571, being specially sent thither by Pope 
Pius V. as the companion of the Cardinal-Legate 
who was commissioned to preach a new crusade 
against the Turk in the courts of Western Christen¬ 
dom. From the moment when Borja stepped ashore 
at Barcelona his progress was a pcipctual triumph 
His son Fernando received him with autograph 
letters of welcome from the King and Cardinal | 
Espinosa; his former subjects, the tiubulcnt Cata- ] 
lonians, flocked in crowds to crave his blessing; at 
Valencia, his eldest son, the Duke of Gandia, mot 
him at the gates with the flower of the nobihly, at 
Madrid he held an Infant of Spam at the laiptismul 
font ; and ho was treated by the King not oidy as 
an old and tmsted comiselloi, but with the honoiii 
due to a bcaici of a inoiscl of tlu' tim' doss, pie- 
sented by the Pope to the .splendid lelnpiiiii of the 
Escoiial. Of the oll'eis of iK'M houses lui tlie (oin- 
pany which now jionied in, the last wliieli Ihiija 
accepted was that of Dona Magdalena de Dllo.i (o 
build a college at Vilhigan la, a pious noik 111 nhicli 
ho found, aftci many day.s, llie biead w liu li he had 
cast upon thewateis at \'us(e In Poitugal e(|ual 
honours awaited him; the young King, iSehustiaii, 
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pulpit and with the pen; his sermons and his trea¬ 
tises, collected after his death, filling a folio of 
goodly dimensions. 

The General of Jesus visited Spain for the last 
time in 1571, being specially sent thither by Pope 
Pius V. as the companion of the Cardinal-Legate 
who was commissioned to preach a new crusade 
against the Turk in the courts of Western Christen¬ 
dom. From the moment when Boija stepped ashore 
at Barcelona his progress was a peipctual triumph. 
His son Fernando received him with autograph 
letters of welcome from the King and Cardinal 
Espinosa; his former subjects, the tiiibuk'iit Cata- , 

' lonians, flocked in crowds to crave liis bli'ssiiig, at ' 


' Valencia, his eldest son, the Duke of (Jandia, mot 
t him at the gates with the flowor of tlu‘ nobility, at 
Madrid he held an Infant of S[)aiii at Ili(“ liaplisiinil 
font; and he was treated by the King not only as 
an old and tiusted coiinselloi, but with Ibe honour 
due to a bcaici of a inoisel of the line (loss, jno- 
Hcntcd by the I’ope to the sjileiidKl lelKjiiai\ of the 
Escoiial Of the ofieis of new house's (oi the (oiii- 
paiiy which now poiiied in, the last wliieh lloipi 
accepted was that of Dona Magdah'iia de I'llo.i to 
build a college at Vilhigau la, a pious woik iii wliuh 
he found, aftci many days, th(> liK'ad wliidi lu' hail 
cast upon the wateis at ^'ust(' In Ihutug.d eipi.il 
honours awaited him; the young King, Seliastian, 
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imploring his benediction, and the Cardinal-Infant, 
Henry, busying himself about the repair of his travel- 
worn wardrobe. In France, Charles IX., forsaking 
for a day the chase at Chambord, led the gallant 
cavalcade which met the Jesuit father beyond the 
walls of Blois; and Catherine of Medicis, seating 
the stranger at her side, begged for his rosary as a 
relic, and reverently listened to his exhortations for 
the extinction of heresy and heretics, exhortations 
which she so signally obeyed, a few months later, 
on the night of St. Bartholomew. During his prog¬ 
ress from court to court, and from castle to castle, 
Borja led the rigid life of a mendicant friar, fast¬ 
ing at royal banquets, and sleeping at night on the 
floors of tapestried chambers. He suffered no day 
to pass without saying mass; and it was during the 
performance of this rite on a cold winter’s morning, 
in a church lately sacked by the Huguenots, that 
the seeds of deadly disease were sown in his en¬ 
feebled frame The icy air of Mont Cenis accele¬ 
rated the progress of the disoider, and he lay almost 
m a dying state, for some days at Tuiin, and for 
some months at Fen'ai’a, under the care of the 
Princess of Savoy and Estc.^ Eallying somewhat 
in the summer of 1572, ho proceeded to Loretto to 


^ Alfonso de Estc, Duke of Fciuua, ^^as Ins cousin Kibadcueiia, 
Flos Baiictorum^ u p 
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CH. XI. pay his last devotions at Our Lady’s shrine. Thence, 
is7a. feeling the hand of death upon him, he hurried 

forward to Eome, travelling night and day, without 
moving from his Utter. For two days after his 
arrival at the house of the company, his bed-chamber 
was besieged by ambassadors, anxious to do honour 
to the friend of their sovereigns, and by cardinals 
desirous of taking leave of him whom they once 
thought of placing in the chair of St. Peter. On 
Bovia’s the third day the Roman populace crowded to the 

death. i 

church of the Jesuits to see the General laid beside 
his companions in glory and toil, and his predecessors 
in power, Loyola and Laynez. 

The company of Jesus and the house of Borja soon 
discovered that their dead chief, a saint amongst 
grandees, was likewise a grandee amongst saints. 
His prayers, they alleged, had icstorod liealth lo 
the sick, sight to the blind, and teeth lo the tooth- 
, less; and Father Bnstamente, in one of their 
mountain marches, falling with his mule over a 
precipice, had reached the bottom unluirl, hy virtue 
of the intercession of his companion. Relics and 
I images of him grow potent in cases of fev(*r and 
childbirth, flesh wounds, and heart disease ; caith- 
quakes, both in Italy and New (Spain, wise assuaged 
by his invocation; and his portrait in a village 
church of New Granada sweated foi twonly-one 
days shortly before the death of the Viceroy, who 
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was a Borja, and during some persecution which oh xi. 
the company was sustaining at Madrid. One of iss9 

the Jesuit’s bones relieved the parturient pangs of 
the Duchess of Uzeda; another cured the ague of 
the pious Queen Margaret. Pleading these portents, 
his grandson, the Cardinal-Duke of Lerma, appHed, 
in 1615, to Pope Paul V. for his canonisation; and 
his claim being examined, and the devil’s advocate 
heard with all the grave impartiality of the Church, 
a brief of beatification was issued, in 1624, by Pope Hfabsati- 
Urban VIII. One of the saint’s arms was left at 
Kome, the rest of his body was removed to Madrid, 
and exposed, in a silver shrine beneath lamps of 
silver, to the adoration of the faithful, in the church ' 

*1 of the company. 

Archbishop Carranza went from Yuste to Toledo, Aroh- 
and devoted the remainder of 1558 and the first six ’ oarmnza 
months of 1559 to the duties of his high calling. 
Moanwliilo, his enemy, the Inquisitor Valdds, was 
leaving no stone unturned to establish a case of 
heresy against him. Soon after his appointment to 
the primacy, Carranza had published, at Antwerp, 
a folio catechism of Christianity, or an account of 
all that IS piofcsscd in lecciving the sacrament of 
ha]itism ’ To the Piotcstaiit, who in these days 


^ Comn}tm%oi, <kl •trvnciidissbmo srfio? Frrn }lmfholom( Caumicn dr 
Muat^da aQ^olni>i)o dt Toledo ^olm il catednsmo (hi idiuno^ iol, Anvcis, 
155S Thn i)Ook Wtis so iif^ully snppiobsed by tlie Inquisition, tliat not 
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OH. XI, pay his last devotions at Onr Lady’s shrine. Thence, 
1572- feeling the hand of death upon him, he hurried 
forward to Rome, travelling night and day, without 
moving from his litter. For two days after his 
arrival at the house of the company, his bed-chamber 
was besieged by ambassadors, anxious to do honour 
to the friend of their sovereigns, and by cardinals 
desirous of taking leave of him whom they once 
thought of placing in the chair of St. Peter. On I 
Borja’s the third day the Roman populace crowded to the I 
church of the Jesuits to see the General laid beside J 
his companions in glory and toil, and his predecessors I 
in power, Loyola and Laynez. 

The company of Jesus and the house of Borja soon 
discovered that their dead chief, a saint amongst 
grandees, was likewise a grandee amongst saints. 
His prayers, they alleged, had restored health to 
j the sick, sight to the blind, and teeth to the tooth- 
[ less; and Father Bustamente, in one of theii 
j mountain marches, falling with his mule ovci a 
I precipice, had readied the bottom unhuit, by viitue 
of the interce.ssiou of his companion. Rohes and 
images of him grew potent in cases of fever and 
childbirth, flesh wounds, and hcait disease ; oaith- 
quakes, both in Italy and New Spam, wove assuaged 
by his invocation, and his portiait in a village 
church of New Gianada sweated foi twenty-one 
days shoitly before the death of the Viccioy, who 
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was a Borja, and during some persecution which 
the company was sustaining at Madrid. One of 
the Jesuit’s bones relieved the parturient pangs of 
the 'Duchoss of TJzcda; another cured the ague of 
the pious (luocn Margaret. Pleading those portents, 
his grandson, the Cardinal-Duko of Lorma, applied, 
in 1615, to Poj)C Paul V. for his canonisation; and 
his claim being examined, and the devil’s advocate 
beanl with all the grave impartiality of the Church, 
a brief of b(>atilieaiion was issued, in 1624, by Pope 
' Urban Vlll. One of the saint’s arms was left at 
‘ Homo, th(' jesi of his body Avas lemovcd (0 Madrid, 
and exposed, in a silver sin 1110 beiienlh lamps of 
I silver, to the adoration of the faithful, in the ehuieh 
of the company 

Archbishop Carianza Avent from Viiste to Toledo, 
and (leA'oied the ieni<Mnd<‘i of 1558 and the first six 
months of 1550 to the duties of his Ini’ll e!illiii£> 
MeiiiiAA lull', Ills enemy, the liniiiisifoi Nhildi's, aasis 
leaving no stone miliiiiied to (‘slaldisli a t use id' 
hi’iesy against Iiini. Soon altei Ins .ippoiiitrnent to 
the jiiiiii.KA, ('.iiiaii/a had published, at Aiitwelp, 
a Iblio (.iteiliisni of ('liiisti.init), 01 an aecoiinl ol 
all that IS pioiessed 111 K’ceiMiig the saeiaiiieiit of 
b.iplisiii ' To tile Ibotestant, \aIio hi tliesi* (lajs 


45^ 


on. xr. 


1559- 


TTw hoati 
ficaiion 


I 

I 


Ai( li- 

l}|>4]lO[) 

( It I iii/a 

<ii '1 olulo 


* ('tinn , th! / t'fniult nm* nun I'ltti Unifhofomf iUtnauttf (ft 
Minn tin nnuLt jut th hthtln nfm 1 1 m/t t ln\nin t/u fmftn, , \riMls, 
ISS'' I)v Ihr hnitinjluni^ lli.t/ /lol 
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CH. XI. looks into this very rare and still more tedious 
ISS9- volume, the work appears to breathe the fiercest 
spirit of intolerant Eomanism. Heresy is repro¬ 
bated ; Bibles in the vulgar tongue are condemned; 
Spain is praised as the one land where the fountain 
of truth is stiU unpolluted; Philip II. is exhorted to 
further persecutions; Mary Tudor is extolled as the 
saviour of the soul of England. “ In these dangerous 
times,” says the prelate, in his dedication to the King, 
“when heretics are so zealous in propagating error, it 
behoves Cathohcs to make some exertions in the cause 
of truth; at the request of seveial churches of Spain, 

I have therefore composed this work in Castilian for 
the use of private persons, and I shall shortly trans¬ 
late it into Latin for the benefit of other countries, 
especially of England ” Yet this was the book in 
which the sharp-eyed Inquisitor contrived to find i 
materials sufficient for the ruin of his rival. The ' 
rack, which often agonised its victims into the 
wildest accusations against themselves, easily ob- 
' tained a largo mass of evidence against the Primate 
! from heretics who pretended that he was the aiithoi 
! or the accomplice of their sms against the true faith. 
Hope or fear also brought many fice auxiliaries to 

Withstanding its fame as the cause of the Aiclihishop’s tiial, li lias not 
been mentioned by JJiunet I bought my copy at tlic s.ilo of iJie libiaiy 
of the late Canon lliego, wlio was also a doalei m books, and whoso note 
in the fly-leaf, ou the excessive larity of the volume, tliiis coaclmles, “Sii 
piecio de este exemplar dos onzas dc oio n seis guineas ” 
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the coujicils of the Inquisitox; and many a friar in ch. xi 
the habit of St. Jerome or St. Francis was ready to *SS9 
join in a cry against the Dominican who had secured 
the mitre of Toledo. To be armed against all 
chances, Valdes procured the ratification, by Pope 
Pius IV., of his predecessor’s briefs, which em¬ 
powered the Inquisition to arrest even prelates who 
were suspected of heresy. 

The snare being thus laid, the Princess-Eegent, 
who had resigned herself entirely to the influence of 
Valdds, summoned the Archbishop to court in the 
summer of 1559; and the famihars of the Holy Office 
aiTostod him, at night and in his bed, at a village on 
the load to Valladolid. He had for some time fore¬ 
seen the storm, and he put his whole trust in the 
, friendly disposition of the King Philip, howevei, | 
lioiii some cause which is still a mystciy, was now 
oagc'i to aba.se the man upon whom he had so lately 
till list gicatness Wlicn hiought before the Holy 
Office, Caiiiiiiza icfused to be judged by Valdes, 
alli'giiig the notoiions personal animosity with 
which that jiiclale icgauled him 'I’lie niattei 
hciiig leleiied to the Pope, he authoiiscd the King 
to choose a new judge. J’liilip chose the Aich- 
bi.slio]) ol Santiago, who must have boeii 111 the 
iiiti'iest of Valdes , foi he, 111 his tuiii, devolved his 
])Oweis on two councillois of the Inquisition, mere ' 
tools and cicatuies of their chief. Advised by his 
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advocate that it was useless to appeal against in¬ 
justice so manifest and wilful, Carranza permitted 
the trial to proceed; and at first he had some hope 
of an acquittal, on the ground that his hook had 
been declared orthodox by commissioners appointed 
to examine it by the Council of Trent. His 
enemies, however, had the art to prevent the 
opinion of the commission from being ratified by 
the Council, although they failed to obtain a 
decree of condemnation, and although eleven digni¬ 
taries of the Chiu’ch expressed their approbation of 
the catechism. At length Carranza appealed to 
Pope Pius. But he, instead of trying the cause 
himself, was persuaded by the King to send for this 
purpose a legate and two other judges to Spain 
Pius, however, died soon afteiwai’ds, and his suc¬ 
cessor insisted that the trial should be adjourned to 
Rome. Pius V., an honest man, thougli a bigol, 
remembered the good seivice which had been done 
by Carranza in England, and was indignant at the 
injustice with which he was licaied by the Inquisi¬ 
tion and his soveieigii. AVlicii, tlicicfoic, he had 
succeeded, in the teeth of Philip, 111 bringing both 
parties befoie him in 1567, he took eveiy occasion 
of mortifying the accusing inquisitois, the deputies 
of Valdes; and he would probably have decided 111 
favoui of the prisonei. But he, too, was called to 
his account before pronouncing senteuco; and the 



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 


45S 


case was reopened before Gregory XIIL This ch. xi. 
Pontiff was equally unwilling to condemn the prelate ^st^. 
or to displease the King. In a long and ambiguous 
judgment, drawn up in 1576, he therefore took a 
middle course, very different from that which the 
King deshed, and from that which justice dictated. 

The catechism was declared to contain sixteen here¬ 
tical propositions, which the author was required 
publicly to abjure; and while he was relieved from 
all previous ecclesiastical censures, he was sus¬ 
pended, during the Pope’s pleasure, horn his pre- 
feiment, and oidered to perform certain penances, 

I and sentenced to five ycais’ imprisonment in the | 
Uominican convent at Orvietto. The sufferings 
endured by the Spanish Primate met with great 1 
sympathy at liomc When the Pope’s decision was 
known, he at once proceeded to pcrfoim part of his I 
penance by visiting (ho seven basilicas; and he 
was atlendi'd by so splendid a ictinue of fiiends 
tliat Ibis liuiiiiliatioii woie the apjieaiance of a 
tiiiiinjib Ibit long impiisonineiil at Valladolid, 
and 111 (he castle of St Angelo, had broken Ins 
liealLli, and enleebled Ins conslitiition The iin- 
wonled excitement and exeition, theiefoie, pioduced 
an attack <d inllainination, of which he died on the 
211(1 May 1576, 111 th(‘ convent of hlinerva. lie 
was bulled uitli gieiit ])onip in the conventual 
chuicb ; and the J’ope made a wietchod atonement 
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OH. XI. for his injustice, by inscribing the tomb with an 
1576. epitaph in which the Archbishop was praised as a 

man illustrious by his lineage, his life, his alms- 
deeds, his eloquence, and his doctrine. His sad 
and anxious countenance, tolerably painted by Luis 
de Carvajal, appears among the portraits of the 
primates in the winter chapter-room at Toledo. 

While suffering in prison the sickness of de- 
fen'ed hope, the unhappy prelate may perhaps have 
lamented that he had reached Yuste too late to 
explain to the Emperor the circumstances of his 
promotion, and to learn and remove the suspicions 
which had been cast upon his faith. This was the 
mischance which marked the ebb of his fortune. 
It is impossible to conjectui'e the cause which turned 
the esteem of Philip II. into hatred so bitter and 
unrelenting.^ The scandal and inconvenience of 
having his Primate even suspected of heresy in the 
midst of a refoim panic was so great and glaiing, 
that his natural course would have been to hush the 
! matter up, even had he believed the charge. l>ul 
I the charge was untenable, and suppoitcd by evi¬ 
dence that would have been admitted only beioie a 
' tribunal of unscrupulous enemies. The single ex¬ 
pression which a cursoiy perusal oi the catecliisiii 

^ It Wds known to Antonio I’cicz, wLo fajys, Iio hail htateil it in one of 
hia twelve menioiialfa, wLich aic unfoitiniatcly lo&t. 
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has enabled me to detect as being likely to alarm ch. xi. 
those who benefitted by supporting every existing 
abuse, is the prelate’s desire “ to resuscitate the 
ancient belief of the primitive Church and the wisest 
and purest age,” ^—a desire alleged by all religious 
reformers, from the brave men of Germany, who 
burst the bonds of spiritual tyranny, to the triflers 
of our own day in England, who wage puny war 
about bowings and kneelings and flowers, the 
mechanism and the millinery of worship. It may 
be that Carranza’s printed theology contains (what 
theology does not?) passages that might be inter¬ 
preted in a sense neither intended nor foreseen by 
the wiitcr. It may bo that he helped himself to 
ideas or idiiases from Lutheian books whoso authois 
lie would willingly have biuiit ; just as the Inqui¬ 
sitor 'J’oiqucmada sent sorcerers to the stake, yet 
pioteclod liinisclf liom jioison by keeping a piece 
of uiiicoiii’s lull 11 on Ins table. Yet the historian 
of the iSpjiiiihli JiKpiibitioii was umihle to find in j 
the Catcclusin any one of the sixteen propositions, 
upon whicli tlie Pope pronounced sentence of con- 
(leinnation—a beiitence wiung fioin the roiitifl'with 
inuch (lilhculty even by the immense inlluoncc of 
the Clown oJ Sjiain. It is ceitam that Caiianzu loi 
the gieatei pait of his life had been a divine of, 


^ Ca£c(/u6ma, lol 2. 


4S8 


CLOISTER LIFE OF 


OH. XL approved orthodoxy, and a preacher of high reputa- 
1568. tion; that both in England , and the Netherlands 
he had been a vigilant shepherd of the faithful and 
an unsparing butcher of heretics; and that one of 
his first acts as Primate was to advise the King to 
appropriate the revenues of one canonry in every 
cathedral of Spain to the use of the Inquisition. 
It seems, therefore, but reasonable to believe that 
he spoke the plain truth when he made his dying 
declaration that he had never held any of the here¬ 
tical opinions of which he had been accused.^ 


Hernando 
de Valdes,- 
Arch- 



The chief persecutor of Carranza, Hernando de 
Valdes, Archbishop of Seville, did not live to see 
the issue of the famous suit. He died at Madiid 
in December 1568, aged upwards of ninety years, 
leaving behind him a fortune of 650,000 ducats to 
be spent in pious and charitable works in seven 
dioceses of which he had successively had the 


spiritual oversight He had likewise founded 
during his life an university at Oviedo, a college 
at Salamanca, and a stately chuich at Salas, las 
birthplace in the Asturias.” 

Don Luis de Avila was employed at Home by 


^ Don Adolto tie Castro considers Cairanza a riolcstarit, and (oihImIs 
the position of Lloicnte, Lut 'without shoAMni^ that any one ol the si\lt‘en 
propositions is found lu the Catechibin, oi m any othci ^vay it appOtiih 
to me, pioviiiij 'v\hat ho assoits. Los 1*7 otrstmde^ K^ponuU s, p 237 
^ Gou9alo de Yllescas, Ilibloria Poulijttal y CutoUui, 6 voK foL, 
Madiid, 1613, 'vi. cap xxxii vol. ii ji. 751 
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Philip 11 . in the negotiations with Pope Pins IV., ch. xi. 
for the reassembling of the Council of Trent in 
1562. He was sent thither in consequence of the 
iUness of the ambassador Luis de Requesens, and 
he acquitted himself to the King’s satisfaction.^ 

In 1568 he was again at Madrid, and was one of 
the honest and far-seeing counsellors who advised 
the suspension of the arbitrary and faithless edict 
against the Moriscos which was the final cause of 
the great rebellion in the Alpuxarras ^ 

I have not been able to discover the date of his 
! death; but he must have been alive in the year 
I 1572, on the evidence of a sonnet addressed to him 
j by l^'erranto Caraiia, Maiqucss do San Lucido, which 
invites him to become the historian of the battle of 
Ltqianto.' j 

^ li (Ic OonlDva, Julipc fol, Madiid, 1619, p 265 j 

- L dt‘ JVl.iiiiiol <’aiv.iiJil, Iivlutioii dc 2 vols 4I0, ]Madnd, 

r79S, lib 1 cap 1 \ol 1 176 

» Car.ill.i, rAndna, 4I0, Napoli, 1573, lol 59 The dedica¬ 

tion to riiilip II It d.Lt(‘d 3 ihL ULloIior 1572 'I’lic Hoiinct, bo^nii.s— 

“ Avilii an tiaiipo lioi Ziiiiica o nin;^<jioi(‘ 

<’oiiiiiK iid.Uoi d’Aloiiiilaia, cl 10 taro 
'r.inlo lusli al jjjiaii Cailo 0 al li^lmol cliuiio ” 

'riicic IS iiiiolli(‘i also addicsscd to linn at fol 13, bcj^iiininf^— 

‘ Avila, clio do rA<|Uil.i pm aUcia ” 

I 

1 




CHAPTER XII. 


YOSTB AND ITS EDINS. 


\jrjr [ ' 


negotiating the peace 
^559. and marrying, 
// ^'I'l y as proxy for Philip II., 
' j)' ', the daughter of France 

* f known among Austrian 
Queens as Isabella of the 
I’eaco, the Duke of Alba 


leturned to Spain. In 
the iiutiimu of that year, 
al)0iit twelve mouths after tlie liiiiipoior s death, he 
visited Yust(', aeeompauied by Cardinal Pacheco. 
'Hiey leimuiK'd Iheie tbi three days, and were very 
piiuetual 111 then atteudauce at the offices of the 
Chillch It was noted by the fiiars that the Duke, 
on eiiteiing the looni where his old master died, 
took oir his hat on the threshold, and remained 


OH. XII 
ISS9 


' A nolipp «f BianoiMco do P.ioliooo will l)c found in l''nonin.iyoi, Vtda 
i/Jiuhos do Pio K, 4to, Madiid, 159S 
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CH. XU. uncovered until he came ont.^ With recollections 
1570. of Hungary, and Africa, and Saxony, and ihe 
confidence of Charles, thoughts of his inglorious 
operations in Italy, and the Emperor’s consequent 
displeasure, must have mingled painfully in the 
mind of Alba, as he rode through the hills to his 
home and sweet gardens at Abadia. 

In memory of the Emperor, the monastery of 
Yuste was dignified with the title of royal. Philip 
II. confirmed its privileges in 1562, and honoured 
it in 1570 with a visit of two days. As he 
approached the precincts, he stopped his coach, in 
order to read the inscription which the monks, or 
perhaps Quixada, had caused to be carved beneath 
the imperial arms upon the corner-stone of tlio 
I garden wall:— 

J “In this holy house of St. Jerome of Yuste, was 
' ended in retirement the life, spent in defending 
the faith and maintaining justice, of Charles V,, 
Emperor, King of the Spams, most Chiistian and 
most invincible lie died on the 21st September 

1558” = 

On the wall of the open galleiy, on the west 

^ Bakhiuzen van don Binilc, Ta Jicfntffr, |) 56 

2 “Enostaaanliic.as.ulc Ificiduiiiio do Vnsto so iclnd aoa])ai su vidn, 
j el quo lod.a la f];ast(j en dofonsa do I.i fo, y oonsoi v.k uni d(‘ l.i lushoia, 

Cailos V. Empoi.adoi, icy dc las Espanas, ('Jinsti.iiiissniio, . . 

Muri6 S. 21 dc Seliombie dc 1558.” 
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side of the palace, the following inscription re¬ 
cords the exact date when the Emperor, sitting 
there, was first attacked by the illness which carried 
him to the grave:— 

“ His Majesty the Emperor, Don Charles V., onr 
lord, was seated in this place when his malady 
seized him on the 31st August, at four o’clock in 
the afternoon; he died on the 21st September, at 
half-past two in the morning, in the year of Our 
Lord, 1558.”' 

; Out of respect to the memory of his sire, Philip 
would not sleep in the room where the Emperor 

I died, but occupied an adjoining closet, so small 
that there was hardly room for a camp-bed.® He 
prcscnicd the fraternity with some relics and a 
gilt cup; and he provided them with an exact 
copy of the “Gllory” of Titian, which he had re- j 
moved from Ihoir altar to the hall of the Escorial ' 


* “Sii ninjijosliul (‘I Kmiionuloi dou C.hIhs qiiinto, nuesiio scfioi, oiiosto 
liijjjdi (‘Hlavn .is<*nl.nlo 1 (‘ did ol inal, los iKMiiifi y do 

,L 1 .TH r/iidlif) lie l.T I.Md( n los 21 do Scdioiidiro A los dos y media 

d(‘ la m.iruitia .1110 do No St , ” 

’ 'riiO'.t* pdilicnl.us .in‘ iiiosLly (.ikon fiom llio TTaudhoal of 
Ill'll P S‘>2, .iiid Irom llio ih)I(m iti.idt^ on tlio sjiol Ity Mi P’oid, fiom Ili(‘ 
MS hook oi dociiimml t, wiillori by l*’i Liiis do Sla M.uia ni 1620, .iml 
slioxMi lo linn bv Iho i»rioi m i.S^2 'I'ln^ Abbd St IJo.iI, in Ins dull Dun 
Dinin',, ,\uuvtll> ID /o/n/t/d (^A'/nnds, S vols 121110, rans 17157, vt)l \ ), 
most .ibsuidly iiiakos N'li-nh'tlio sooiit" of (lio iniaiiimiiy lov(*s of (’ailos 
.nid Naliolla 'riio book was wnllon ni 1672, ond ti.iii'-ldtcsl 

into Mil dish ‘ bs II I, 121110 liOinlon, i(» 7 ^,” ns a }noco ol .nillionlu* 
liisloiv, .111(1, inoio o\tinoi<linaiv still, was oilod as sin-li by liaylo .ail 
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OH. XII, where the monks assembled to hear Scripture 
1583- readings, 

A new altar with architectural decorations was 
designed for the church of Ynste, by Juan de 
Herrera, the architect of the Escorial, and finished 
in 1583 by Juan de Segura. Some further statues 
and embellishments, which were probably disfigure¬ 
ments, were added by Juan Gomez de Mora, in 
the reign of Phihp III.^ The top was adorned 
with the imperial eagle of Hapsburg, and the 
armorial bearings of the Emperor; bearings which 
the monks also planted in box shrubs in the centre 
of their principal cloister. 

In the year 1638 the palace underwent a com¬ 
plete repair, by order of Philip IV., and at a cost 
of 6,000 ducats.* 

Until the present century, Yustc lacked not a 
due succession of Jeronymite fathers Neither m 
the days of Charles, nor m subsequent times, wcie 
j its worthies, who arc commcmoiatcd in the history 
’ of the order, men of sufficient mark to impress 
* their names upon any mcic seculai record. Con- 
' tent to mortify their bodies, they made liltle 01 
‘ no use of their minds Only a few appear to ha\e 
deviated from the beaten tiack of even nionkisli 
mediocrity. Piay Antonio de Pelvis was jiopular 


Ponz, Viaf/e, vu p 136 - Valpaiaiso MS Si e Pitfacc, p xvi note 
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as an orator in the pulpits of Andalusia. Pray ch. xn. 
Juan de los Santos evinced sufficient taste for 
study to be sent by the community to the college 
of Siguen^a. Ill-health, hov^ever, cut short his 
academical career, and he returned to Yuste to 
dress vines, and to tend the sick, a work of mercy 
to which ho fell a sacrifice, dying of the fever of 
which he had signally cured one of his brethren. 
Promoted to the Escorial, Pray Bernardino de 
Salinas became a favourite of Philip II.; and Pray 
Miguel de Alaexos, the Emperor’s reader, another 
Jeronymitc from Yuste, enjoyed the dignity of 
prior of that royal convent from 1582 to 1589. 

One monk was distinguished as a leader of the | 
choir; another as an instructor of the novices; ' 
and a tliird obtained honourable notice as an 
agiicultnvist by oc'rtain improvements cflected on 
the conventual farm of Valmorisco. Some were 
revered for benefactions to the house; others for 
fh('ii aiisteidit's; and a few for the visions which 
had biighli'iK'd 01 daikencd tlicir cells Strangers 
visiting \'ust(' w('i(‘ desired to observe the silver 
caiidh'stieks of tlie altai, and the manuscript 
book of th(‘ choir, the gift of Fmy Christobal, 

01 the woik of Kiay Lins; and they were told 
bow l'’atbei l*iud had scaled the steep of sjiinlual 
pcTfeclions by making a ladder lii.s nightly couch ; 
and how Father (Ihiistophei icsigncd bis meek 
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OH. xn. spirit into the real and visible hands of Our Blessed 
1780. Lady. 

Don Antonio Ponz, the laborious traveller, and 
long the traveller’s best guide in Spain, visited 
Yuste about 1780, and vras lodged in the palace 
of the Emperor. He remarked in the church two 
pictures of Our Lord, bearing the cross, and crowned 
with thorns, which the friars attributed to a painter 
brought to Spain by Queen Mary of Hungary. 
Some years before, the Vera had suffered greatly 
by a plague of caterpillars which had killed many 
of the chestnut trees, and by accidental fires which 
had charred whole tracts of the forest. The con- 1 
sequent famine had much diminished the popula- 
tion, and the owners of the soil were endeavouring 
to restore prosperity by encouraging agriculture and 
the growth of silk. 

. Early in the present century, Yuste was visited 
by M. Alexandre Laborde, the well-known Frencli 
I traveller, and became the subject of an inaccurate 
1 sketch and ground-plan by his artists, and of a 
meagre description by himself ^ 

, It was the war of independence that began 

' ^ A Laboitle, VoyaffC Pittorcsquc ct Ilistoiiquc <VEspaqtic^ 2 vols 

(2 paits in each), fol, Pans, 1806. Vol 1, 2"’“ ])aitic, p 118 Ihs vk'w 
has been rcpioduccil in a woodcut m JubinaVs Ainici la ncal di Math ah 
11, p. ir There is also ta wretched woodcut view of the “pal.u'io” of 
yuste, with IcttorpiCss still moic absurd, in the Sciuanmat Ihnhne^rn 
JSspafioh No 38, iSth December 1836, p 312. 
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the ruin of the fair home of the monarch and ch. xi i. 
the monk. In 1809, * 1 ^® V®^®' of Plasencia, like *809. 
the rest of Estremadura, was in the hands of 
the French, under Soult. The first foraging party 
who visited Yuste did no harm; but the next 
comers, a body of 200 dragoons, finding a dead 
Frenchman near the convent gate, broke in and 
sacked the place. The buildings were set on fire 
on the 9th August, and continued to bum for 
eight days. All the archives of the house were 
destroyed, but a single folio volume of notes and 
documents, written in 1620, by Fray Luis de Sta. 

Maria, which the prior happened to be consulting 
about some rights disputed by the peasants of 
(luacos, when the Frenchmen burst in, and which 
he saved by throwing into a thicket in the garden. 

The church was presciwed from dcstiuction by its 
massive walls and vaulted roof, and it was likewise 
the means of piotccting the palace and a portion 
of th(' cloister. 

Enough was saved of the buildings to lodge a 
poition of the hiotherhood In 1813, they had 
th(“ hoiioui of icceiving an English visitor, perhaps 
the tiist who had set foot within their walls since 
the Conner who came to comjilam of official slow¬ 
ness at Valladolid,' (citaiiily the most distinguished 
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OH m of their guests since the days when literature and 
1813. politics had been discussed there by Avila and 
Sepulveda, Buy Gomez and Garcilasso. About the 
middle of June in that year, Lord John Bussell 
left the camp of Wellington to visit the old quarters 
of Charles V. He found the palace of Yuste 
untenanted and unfurnished, but in tolerable re¬ 
pair, and the convent filled with monks, even more 
ignorant and stupid than those whose insolence 
and tattling moved the scorn of the secretary, or 
the ire of the testy chamberlain. The prophecy 
uttered by the preacher at the removal of the 
bones of Charles V. had been completely fulfilled.^ 
They had no traditions to tell of their imperial 
guest, nor any reverence for his memory, but rather ; 
a grudge against him, because the convent had ' 
been but little enriched by his will. They spoke 
of the visit of a Frenchman, doubtless M. Labordc, 

1 and said he was accompanied by an artist, who 
1 had disturbed the convent and the neighbour¬ 
hood by sketching, an outrage for which he had 
very justly been put to death by the peasants, 
near Puente del Arzobispo Amongst these en¬ 
lightened churchmen no representative icniained 
of the studious book-buying Fray Hernando de 
I Corral, nor any vestige of the library, whose 


^ Supra, chap xi p 401 
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black-letter tomes be was wont to read and on. xil 
annotate.^ 

The brief triumph of the constitutionalists in 
1820 was a signal for the first dispersion of the 
friars. During the vacancy of the monastery, the 
work of destruction went on briskly. The few 
vases belonging to the dispensary of Charles V. 
which had escaped the French, were carried off 
by one Morales, an apothecary of liberal opinions, 
to his shop at Xarandilla. The patriots of Texeda 
helped themselves to the copy of the “Glory” of 
Titian, and hung it in their parish church. The 
palace was utterly gutted, and the church was used 
as a stable 

When the arms of the Holy Alliance had once 
moie placed the crown and the cowl in the ascen- 1 
daiit, a handful of picturesque drones again gatheied 
at then pleasant hive ol Yuste They feebly and 1 
l)uitiiilly lestoicd it, patching up the offices formeily 
occupied by the Emjieioi’s scivants into some cells 
and a lelectoiy. But they were unable to laise 
money enough to pay foi bringing their altai-inece 
back fioni Texeda Ml Ford, best of tiavelleis, 
was one of tlic last of then visitors, passing a 
pleasant May-day with them 111 1832, and sleeping 

* l'’<)r thcac facts 1 am iiidohtud to the kindness of Loid «Iolin Uusscll 
liLinaelf. 
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cH. XII. at night in the chamber of the Emperor. The 
1837. monks were about twelve in number, and amongst 
them was a patriarch—Fray Alonso Cavallero, who 
had taken the cowl at Yuste, in 1778, and re¬ 
membered Ponz and his visit. “The good-natured 
garrulous brotherhood” accompanied the stranger 
in his ramble about the ruined buildings and 
gardens; in the evening he supped with the prior 
and procurator in an alcove, overlooking the lovely 
Vera, and sweet and melodious with the scent of 
thyme and the song of nightingales; and at dawn, 
on the morrow, an early mass was said for the 
parting guest.^ 

Five years afterwards, in 1837, came the final 

I suppression of the monasteries. The poor monks 
were again turned out, some to die of starvation 
near their old haunts, others to die for Don Carlos 
j and the Church on the hills of Biscay. The royal 
I monastery of Yuste soon fell into utter and irrc- 
I mediable ruin. 

1849. I In the summer of 1849, m the course of a ride 
I from Madrid to Lisbon, I paid a visit to the Vera 
i of Plasencia. On the evening of the 4th June, 
halting near the gate of Oiopcsa to look back over 
the noble stretch of plain, richly wooded with olive 

^ Handbool, 1845, i)i( S5i-3 account ot Yuiitc ib one oi the best 

tiavelling sketches m that charming hook 
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and ilex, which lay behind and beneath me, I fell oh xii. 
into conversation with an aged priest of the town, 1849 
who sat enjoying the thyme-scented air at the base 
of a wayside cross. When he learned that I was 
going to Yuste, he said that he had been a monk 
there for several years of his life, but that he believed 
that the convent was now in ruins, and scarce worth 
a visit. Having been lately reading, in the cathedral 
library of Toledo, the story of the Emperor’s retire¬ 
ment, as told in the classic page of Siguen9a, I 
endeavoured to ascertain from this ancient Jerony- 
mite, whether the traditions of his convent agreed 
with the narrative of the historian. The history of 
his order, however, had formed no part of the good 
friar’s reading. He knew, he said, that Charles V. 
had taken the monastic vows in the convent of 
Yuste, but he did not know whether he had per- 
foimed Ills own obsequies or not, nor did he recol¬ 
lect that any anecdotes or tiaditions respecting him 
existed among the fraternity. 

Next day I struck off the great Badajoz load at 
Navalmoral, and taking a northern direction acioss 
the plain, soon entered the oak forest, which extends 
fai into the Vera of Plasencia Here tlie tiack be¬ 
came veiy narrow and indistinct, and the difficulty 
of keeping it was so much increased by a stoini of 
lain followed by mist, that nothing but the guidance 
of a fiiendly woodman saved me flora the incon- 
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CH. xiL veniences of a woodland bivouac. At sunset the 
1849- clouds cleared away, and as tbe patb led tbrougb 
open glades, or over cistus-covered knolls bare of 
wood, beautiful prospects opened across the Vera 
to the hiUs in whose forest-lap Yuste lay nestling 
unseen. The moon had risen on the groves of 
venerable chestnuts which embower the village of 
Quacos, ere I had knocked at the door of the little 
inn, and disturbed the colony of silkworms which 
seemed to fill the whole house, except the spot 
occupied by my bed. 

Early on the following morning, the 6th June, 
ascending through more groves of chestnut, yellow 
vineyards, green potato-fields, and orchards of fig 
and mulberry, I took the path to the monastery of 
Yuste. The comer of the garden wall, with its in- 1 
scription, which Philip II. had halted to read, was > 
the first trace of the establishment which the screen- [ 
ing woods permitted me to obscive ; and coasting 
that wall, I soon icached the great walnut tree, and 
the three gates which led lospoctively to the convent, 
the church, and the palace. Ilaving knocked at 
each of the crazy doors, aftei some delay, I was 
admitted into the monastic precincts by the only 
1 inhabitant, a peasant baihfl of the lay jiiojnietois, 
who eked out his wages by showing the histoiical 
site to the passing stranger. The jnincipal cloister 
was choked with the rubbish of the fallen ujipei 
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storey, the richly carved capitals which had supported OHxn. 
it peeping here and there from the soil, and a thick *849. 
mantle of wild shrubs and flowers. Two sides of 
the smaller and older cloister were still standing, 
with blackened walls and rotting floors and ceiling. 

The strong granite-built church, proof against the 
fire of the Gaul, and the wintry storms of the sierra, 
was a hollow shell, the classical decorations of the 
altar, and quaint woodwork of the choir, having been 
partly used for fuel, partly carried off to the parish 
church of Quacos. Beautiful blue and yellow tiles, 
which had lined the chancel, were fast dropping 
from the walls; and above, the window through 
which the dying glance of Charles had sought the 
altar, icmained like the eye-socket in a skuU, turned 
towards tlio damp blank space that was once bright , 
with holy tapers and the colouring of Titian. In a , 

I \ault bciieatli, approached by a door of which the 
I key could not be found, 1 was told that the cofiin 
of cliestiiiit wood, m winch the Emperor’s body had 
lain for sixteen yeais, was still kept as a relic. Of 
his palace, the lowci chambers were used as a maga¬ 
zine foi fuel; and m the rooms above, wheic ho 
lived and died, maize and olives weic gurneied, and 
the silkw01111 wound its cocoon 111 dust and duik- 
ness Ilis garden below, with its tank and bioken 
fountain, was ovcrgiown with tangled thickets of | 
lig, mulberry, and almond, interspersed with a few 
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CH XII. patches of pot-herbs, and here and there an orange 
1849. tree, or a cypress, to mark where once the terrace 
smiled with its blooming parterres. Within and 
without the buildings, time had dealt gently only 
with the great walnut tree at the gates, which 
reared its giant head, and spread forth its broad and 
vigorous boughs over the mouldering walls to shroud 
and dignify their desolation. Yet in the lovely face 
of nature, changeless in its summer charms, in the 
hill and forest and wide Vera, in the generous soil 
and genial sky, there was enough to show how well 
the imperial eagle had chosen the nest wherein to 
fold his wearied wings,* 

^ [It was stated in the Spanish journals, in 1857, that the raonasteiy 
of Yuste had, some tune bcfoie, been oflered for sale, m consequence of 
the law authorising the disposal to private individuals of church pio- 
peity in Spain. It was about to be knocked down to a Frenclinian, said 
to be an agent of the Emperoi Napoleon, when the Marquis do Mnavel, 
“anxious not to allow one of the gloiics of his countiy to pass into the 
hands of a foieigncr,” oflered a considerably highci ])iice and bccaiiie 
the pui chaser.] 










A Selection from the Iktracts made ly Don Tomas Gonzales from 
the i/mentory of the jewels, wardrobe, and farmture of the 
Emperor Charles V, at Yuste, drami up after his death, 
by Fray Juan de Regia, Martin de Qaztelu, and Ltm 
Quixada. 

A bag, of mulberry silk, containing three portraits of the 
l^]mpress, painted on vellum, and two pictures of the “Last 
pTudgment.” 

Bags, containing portraits of the Duchess of Parma, on a 
small pan(‘l, and of the Emperor whoa a boy,^ and a portrait 
of the King of Franco, with his genealogy. 

A box o( black leather, lined with crimson velvet, containing 
four bozuar stones,” variously set in gold, one of which the 


* [Anollior poi trait of the ICmpeior when a. toy, the middle fif^ure—heiween 
the of his Mstois Leonora and Isahcl—of a fcr/ptycli, piobably the 

of his p.uenl', to Jleiiiy VII in eoinnienior.iUon of tlieir visit to Kii<,dand m 
iSofjf and whicli was, in 1869, in ilio possession of Kvelyn I’hilip Sliiiloy, Esq , 
of liOWiM tuition Piiik, AV.ii wickshiic, wiis en‘;iavod and described m Notes 
071 a Vuluio of Uu Thu'c Child) ai of Phi Up of Cttdilc, by (Jcoige Scharf, 
I'jscj , h' S A , 4to, London, 1S69, icpiiutod fioni The Airhwulogun, vol xlii] 

“ 'riiu lic/iiiir, 1)0/0111, orho/ar, was astono found in the kidneys of thccoincabia, 
a wild iiniiiial of Aralna, ^lartaking of tlie nature of the deei and the goat, and 
sonlc^^h^lt huger than the lailci. The stone was supposed to be foimcd of tJie 
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Emperor ordered to be given to William Van Male, his gentle¬ 
man of the chamber, being sick, as it was suspected, of the 
plague. 

Various quadrants, astrolabes, and other mathematical instru¬ 
ments. 

A sand-glass set in ebony, with its box. 

Twenty-seven pairs of spectacles. 

Thirty-nine pairs of gold and enamelled clasps {clavos)^ to be 
worn in the cap. 

A cameo medal (medalla de carfiafeo), with its gold mounting, 

A number of gold tooth-picks. 


poison of serpents whicli had bitten the producer, combined with the counteract¬ 
ing matter with which nature had furnished it. It was a charm against plague 
and poison, For marvellous properties, see Caspar de Morales, Libro de las 
mrtudes y propnsdades Truxramllosas de piedras preciosas^ sm. Svo, Madiid, 
1605, fol. 202-11 

Nicolas Honaidcs, m his ffzstorm Medicinal de las cosas que sc iiaen de 
nueslras Indtas oocidentales qtie se sirvm en Medtctna, sq. Svo, Sevilla, 1574, 
has a treatise ^‘de la piedra Bezaar, y la yerva Escucr^onera,” fol 126-156 
He derives the name fiom the Hebrew “dominus,” and z«ar, “vcneiiuin,” 
p. 134, and says the Arabs call it Hager, the Persians Bezaar^ the Indians 
Bezar^ the Hebrews Belmar, and the Greeks Alcxipharmacw/ij the Latins 
Contra venenum The animal which produces it he calls cobra 9 ))oi)tcq(t 
The Arabs believe that it is formed from the tears of the animal, shod during 
its immersion m water,—whcio it goes to cool itself after eating the aerpouts,— 
which haiden and diop off. He liiinself behoves that the stone is formed 
in its intestines (p 135) The Portuguese are the gieat tiadeiH 111 the 
Slone, and the best mait for them is at Calicut, where a line one is Moith 
SO escudos, como aca Some are shaped like datc-stoncs, ollicis like chest¬ 
nuts, others like pigeons* eggs, and otlicis comos hodoques lendondas lie 
had one himself shaped like a •unon de Cahiito. The colour is usually d.nk 
brown, but sometimes green «ind Idack, «*ind .soniotimcs galcado ton at/urllos 
vetas que timcn los gatch de Alqulta de color de qiu dtciDo The si one* is soft 
and easily scratched, with a. hollow in the ceiilie filled with a dust whu li is ilic 
most e/licacious part This hollow and tiic dust are the tests of a good stone, 
and cannot be imitated by the Indians, who make false ones (fol 136) 'J’Jiere 
IS a story of the efficacy in the desmayo of a son of tho Ihicliess of Bejar 
scventy-foui years ago—probably the lady who was the fiieml of (Jliailes \ 
(fol 143) 
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BOOKS, 

Amongst wMeh, amounting in all to about thirty-one volumes, and 
usually described as bound in crimson velvet with silver clasps 
and mountings, the following names occur *— 

M Gaball&ro determvnado} in French, with illuminated paint- 
ings. 

The same, in manuscript, in OastUian {romance), by Don 
Hernando de Acufia ; likewise with illuminations. 

Boethius: De Gonsolatione, three copies, in French, Italian, 
and Castilian. 

The War of Germany, by the Oomendador-Mayor of Alcdn- 
tara (Don Luis de Avila).^ 

A large book of vellum, containing many drawings and 
illuminations. 

Several missals and books of hours, with illuminatious. 

The Christian Doctrine, by Dr Constantino.^ 

The Mcihtations of Fray Luis de Granada 

The Ghristian Doctmne, by Pray Pedro de Soto 

C(('sar\s Govhmeniwnes, in 'l^uscan. 

Coniineiitary on tlio psalm In ic Dominc speravi, in maim- 
script, by I^'j’ay Tomas de l^uortocarrero. 

Astio)wviicon Goesaris dc Pedro Apiano 

l^olomoo. 

Two portfolios, with some manuscript sheets of tlie histories 
written by Florian do Ocampo and others 

^Pwo books of Meditation 


^ Slip!a, chap iv p loS ^ Ibid., p 128. 

J Thid, chap v p 172, chap, ix p 3^5 
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Titelman’s Exposition of the Psalms} 2 vols. 

A book of MemoriaSj with its gold pen. Probably a note¬ 
book, but possibly the Emperor’s Memoirs.^ 

Maps of Italy, Flanders, Germany, and the Indies. 

A large portfolio of black velvet, containing papers, and sealed 
up for the Princess-Regent. 

The fowling-piece {arcahnz) used by His Majesty, and various 
cross-bows (iallestas), quivers (carcajos), and other trappings and 
furniture of the chase {arreos y muebles de caza), 

PLATE. 

Plate of the Chapel. '^woiyhMu ° 

A variety of chalices, candlesticks, crucifixes, inon- 

strances, &c. . .100 

Plate of the Chamber. 

Cups, basins, jugs, bottles, pitchers, candlesticks ; a warm¬ 
ing pan with its handle (calentador con mango) ; a 
“ pizpote; ” a basin in the shape of a tortoise, used by 
His Majesty in washing his teeth {facntc a manera dc 
galapago m que S. M, lavala los dicntcs ); a salt-box 
of Moorish workmanship (caja pain sal labrada d la 
monsca), 150 

Plate of the Pantry 

A gold and enamelled salt-collar, with its cover ; six square 
gilt trenchers, with tho arms of 11 is Majesty ; eight 
saucers; chafing-dishes for keeping the disli(‘s wniru 
on the table ; cups, spoons, knives, and forks 70 

1 Commcntai Lb2yara2ihimtuI %)i l\alino\ w.is imntod .it Anlwoij), in 11552, 
by Steels at tlie i)d,iticular icquest of tin* Kinpcioi, coiiveywl bv Van MjlIj* 
See Van Male’s Lotteis, by llcilbnbci^, Ep x\\i\ i> 87 
- Supiii, chap IV. p 107 , chap ix. p 328, niid cliaj) xi p 431 
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Plate oe the Oellae. ■^we4w”m‘® 

Marks 

A piece of gold, to be put hot into water or wine, for 
the us© of His Majesty (weighing upwards of 
5^ ounces).^ 

Jars, mugs, and bottles, of various shapes (/arros, tarros^ 
frasco% ciibilcteB), 

Silver mouth-pieces (bmales con torn%llos\ to screw on to 
leather hunting-bottles; tubes (cato^os), with which 
His Majesty drank when he had the gout; spoons, &o. 400 

Plate of the Lardee 

Two large 1 

Thirty-six: uiiddlo-sizecl V dishes. 

Tliirty-six smaller J 

Two dishos for serving sucking pigs (lecliones)^ saucers, &c. 650 

PLArn 01 iiin Dispensary. 

Clips, mugs, pans, pots, boxes, phials; box for carrying 
])ifsoiv(Ml limoii-ptel or candied pumpkin {diacitron 6 
mlahitj(f<\ aW . • 


Pi All 01 JIM Wax Room 
Sj\ wiouglii c. nidleslicks 


26 


W( ight, in iiuiiks, tiboiib 1561 
or 12,488 ounces^ 


> I i.puM, in linl nnhl \^ is iiMMulnd, ^Ms hi Id to possess v din-ldc 

j inn int in>|uilns Su liuons nnitiks on tlio subjict, iii lua 
] tlj ?t V 7 10 vols bvo, l.oiidon, 1S03, vol vin ]) 422 llis 

0/ uulii tn UMiUh V n p 224, (ontains tlu followm„r^ incmo- 
landiiMi “ lo iis( oiKi duiiii^^4ii])i»u \Mno in which f^old is qiiuicliod ” 

- lln milk of ( ido^MU oi, is il m is called m Sp un, of ISui^os, coDliinccl 

(iidil oiiin c's il <1 utia (iiialU 10, hit Lott joy Xtdantc^yx^ 33,36, 108 

2 II 

\oi \ 
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Plate and Jewels in the Care of the Keeper of the 

Jewels. 

A reliquary full of relics. 

A piece of the true cross. 

Another piece, set in a cross of gold. 

Several vessels for sprinkling perfumes {almarTos) of silver. 

Two bracelets, and two rings of gold, and one of bone, all 
good for hemorrhoids {olm)rTanas). 

A blue stone, with two clasps (corchetcs) of gold, good for gout 

Rosaries, chains, and several pairs of spectacles. 

The great Order of the Golden Fleece, with its collar, and 
several others of a smaller size. 

A small picture on panel of Oar Lady, mounted with silver, 
which belonged to the Empress. 

A box containing a crucifix of wood, the same which II is 
Majesty and the Empress held in their hands when they died, 
and two scourges (clis(yij}h7ias) 

A signet-ring of chalcedony, engraved with the iinpcnal 
arms 

Eighteen files to file Ilis Majesty’s teetli 

Okucjiixrs, Paintings, and o'uiMi Aimf’LKs 

A picture of tlie Trmify, on canvas, liy 'J’ltian 

A large pictuio on wood, with pIcsus Uliiist beaung Ills oio.'S, 
Our Lady, St John, and St Voroinca, by JMastei Micluicl ^ 
(in the monastery) 

A picture on wood, a crucihx, wliicli stands upon tin* ptincip.d 
altai, with gilt base and tnp 


^ Siipi.i, (hap \ p 171 
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A picture of tlie scourging of Christ, by Titian. 

A picture of Our Lady, on wood, by Master Michael. 

A picture of Christ bearing His cross, by Master Michael, and 
another of Our Lady, on stone, joined with it, by Titian. 

A picture of Our Lady, on wood, by Titian. 

A picture of Our Lady with Our Lord in her arms, on canvas, 
by Titian. 

Portraits of the Emperor and the Empress, on canvas, by 
Titian. 

A portrait of the Emperor in armour, by Titian. 

A full-length portrait of the Empress, by Titian. 

A portrait of the Queen of England, on wood, by Thomas 
(doubtless a mistake for Antonio) More. 

A picture with four figures, portraits of children of the Queen 
of Doheiuia 

Tnposiry of gold, silver, and silk, representing the Adoration 
of iho Kings 

All altiir-pioco wiiAi doors, containing pictures of the Yirgln 
nnd I?al)o, and of tlio Annunciation of the Virgin, and adorned 
wiili niiK^ gold medallions of vaiioiis sizes, portraits of the 
l']ni|)(‘i()i-, ilio Kinpu'ss (2), King Philip (2), the Queen of 
England, tlio Quoimi of J^ohernia (2), and the Princess of 
1 *nri ugal 

S(‘vc‘ial oIIkm’ pietnroM of sacred subjects without names of 
inasiois 

'riii(*o liugo bonlvs of paper, willi diawings of trees, flowers, 
men, and otluu objeds, from the Indies 

Tli(^ gr(‘at clock mado by J \1 aster Juanolo, willi its case, and 
(be lablo ol walnut-wood witli cloth cover, upon which it stands 
in Ills Maji‘siy’h cbanibm 

Another clock, of crystal, with its base, by the said Juanclo. 
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Another clock, called the Portal. 

Another, called the Mirror. 

Others, round and small, for the pocket. 

Six pieces of tapestry—landscapes. 

Seven pieces, with animals and landscapes 
Twelve pieces, with foliage (verdura). 

Five coverings for seats Q)ancale^, with foliage. 

Twelve hangings of fine black cloth for the apartments of the 
Emperor (in the monastery). 

Four door-curtains {antC’^uertas) of black cloth. 

Seven carpets {alfombras^ four Turkish, and three of Alcaraz. 
Canopies {dosels) of fine black velvet. 

A quantity of linen 

In His Majesty^s Cn^MBEu. 

Two beds, of difierent sizes. 

Six blankets of white cloth. 

Fourteen feather bolsters {colchoncs dc idxma) 

Thirty-seven pillows (almoliadns), with iimcli liollaiid bed- 
linen {ropa de holando) of all kinds 
Six chairs, covered with black velvet 
His Majesty’s arm-chair, with six cushions and a footstool 
Chair in which liis Majesty was earned, wilii its sluvos (tnidt/s 
de 'brazo). 

Twelve cliairs of walnut-wood, gaiiuslied \\ith n.ails {haho- 
nada'=). 

In the Wakdrohr 

Sixteen long robes, lined witli eider-down, Turiih kid- 

skiii, or velvet 
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Six bornooses {alhornoces), one of them presented to Hia 
Majesty at Tunis. 

In the Stable. 

Pour mules of burden, one of them chestnut, and named 
“ Cardenala.” 

A grey horse 
Two other mules 


In the Hakness-boom. 

A littor lined with black velvet, and mounted outside with 
steel. Delivered at Valladolid on the 26th October 1558. 

AnothtM', ol smallor size, with a seat inside, lined with black 
S(‘rire, and covered outside with leather 

Tlu' whole of the above property, not left in the monastery, 
WciH given over to tlie charge of Juan Ksteque, keeper of His 
Ma]OiSt.yV jtnvels, on tlu^ ist Noveinbor 1558 ^ 


> Don Mo-lcslo !.,ifiicnl(‘, in Iih Ilislmut Uvncud dc K<tpaf\n, iS tomes, 8vo, 
Maihiil, 1^51 S 7 i 1 M» 519-25 (Appi'inliv viii ), pi nits entire the 

dt in ii 'ui tmmlttti /as <nsas t/m S M sitadn se le (jurudahvn y no se vcmhcsni dc 
hts fauns dt Vnsfi 'I’lii* oi i^nnil, m lli(‘ ui( liivi s of Siin.nn as (le^^ num 13), 
fi<nn wlinli it v.is Ininsci scimms iniprifccl, «in(l \ do not- liiid m it. any 
iiKnilion «)t ilio loulmils ot tin* I'anpmoi h .stuhh* Tlieic is also little plate 
It, howcMM, j^M\es the woith of all piie(*jihlu .111n les in nmriivediscs The list 
ends \Mtlj 11 “ Meinoiinl d(‘ Jas eosiis quo S M {I’liilip 11 ) ni.indo sc llovascn a 
M.il.K 10 pMi.i M'lhis, (h‘ las (|iie CHtahan on la fi)it.ilc/.i do Siniancas, quo csUlun 
sen.iladas cm urm nii/ " 'I’lie mticleH, eij^dit in niiinhoi, ^veie silver ini.iuoR of 
saints \\et«diin«j; lM)ni twelve to toity man os 'I’ho entire value of the hiencs 
nniehles" whi< h Llie Kmpeiot took to Vnste is staled hy Lafueiite.il 3 />i 5.294 
n>.ii.'i\edises (tom \ii p iSo) 



NOTICES 


or THE 

EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

IN 1555 AND 1556. 

SELECTED FROM THE DESPATCHES OF 

FEDERICO BADGER, 

AMHASSADOK PROM TUP IxKPUDLlC OP VENICE TO THE COURT OP BRUXFLIPS 


UY 

WILLIAM STIRLING 


LONDON 

l-kINIKI) I OK rilK IMIILOIUELON SOCIETY 
1856 







PREFA CE. 

^ ^ <INOE the publication of my Clmster L'lfe of the 
Emperor Charles V. (sm 8vo, London, 1852), of 
M Pichot’s Charles-^Quint^ Ghromque de $a vie in- 
terienre, &c. (8vo, Pans, 1854), and of M Mignet’s 
Clidileh-Qioinfy son abdicaiiony son sdjoiir et sa mort au monastcre 
dv Yiide (8vo, Pans, 1854), subject maybe said to have been 
(‘xliausted by tlio publication of the original materials of these 
works, and vaiious other mterostmg papers in M Gachard’s 
Jldunfr ct Mod dc Charlcs-Qaint (3 vols 8vo, Bruxelles, 1854-5 5) 
Tlio closing HcenoR of tlio eventful life which ended m ISS^ 
all inny now lie tuicod almost as clearly as those which 

Nvtuo oiuicted in 1821 at Longwood The introduction to M 
GachaidV volumes supplu's us with many particulars ol tlie Eni- 
piuoi’s life Ml Iho months which precluded his abdication of the 
s()V(‘icignty ol tlio N(»tliorlaiuls on llio 25th October ISSS> 
winch intcrvcMU‘d between that ovonl and Ins embarkation for 
Spam on the iGtli SejiUmibei 155G I’lio following pages, illus- 
ti ailing the sarnci jieriod of tunc, especially tlio Litter poition ot 
it, have been ilrawu lioin a source which M Gachard dues not 
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appear to have consulted, the archives of Venice. Prom the 
despatches of Pederigo Badoer, Venetian ambassador to Charles V., 
I am enabled both to confirm M. G-achard's account, and to add 
several particulars which had escaped the notice of the autho¬ 
rities whom he has followed. I have given entire the despatches 
of the 26th October 1555, describing the first abdication, and 
of the 16th January 1556, containing a minute detail of the 
abdication of the Spanish and Sicilian crowns, an event of which 
I believe no contemporary description has as yet been pub¬ 
lished. The volumes from which my extracts were made are 
marked: Filza No. i, Spagna, Brusselhs, ISS 4-55 ; Fedcrigo 
Badoer ; and Filza No. 2, Spagna , BrussdUs, i S 5 S-S6, Fcdmgo 
Badoer ct Mich Surian. 

It only remains for me to express my thanks to my friend 
Mr Eawdon Brown and to the director of the archives for the 
kindness which enabled me to make these extracts, which I ho})o 
may be considered worthy of the Philobiblon Miscellany 

WILLIAM STlULIN(i 

KRin^Jaimmi iS, 1.S56 
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'I'lie I'^ieiii'h .unhasSiidois wall 011 llie I’jiiiperoi, 5*^6, 5^7 ^ Veiietiiin 

.iiiih.issadoi IS leceived by him, 507 Ai count of tin luLeivicw, 507, 5^^ 
Paget ariivi'son a iiU'iSion lioin Kaiglaml, 508 lleiniiiciation of Bui- 
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gundy, 509 Expected visit of the King and Queen of Bohemia, 509, 
510 Suspicions as to the good faith of Prance, 510. The plague 
appears at Bruxelles, 510. Arrival of the King and Queen of Bohemia, 
511. Eumours as to the cause of their coming, 511 Festivities at 
Bruxelles, 512. French outrages, 513 Excitement at Bruxelles, 513. 
Insolence of the French ambassador, 513 The Emperor goes to Ghent 
on the 9th August, 514 His emotion on passing out of the gates of 
Bruxelles, 514 The ambassadors have their farewell audience at Ghent 
on the 27th August, 514, 515 Next day the Emperor goes to the coast, 
515 The feelings of the ministers and courtiers, 515 Alarming state 
of relations with France, 516 Contrary winds, 516 Emperor einbai ks 
on the 16th September, sails on the I7t]i, and his shii") is last seen 
from the shore on the 19th, 516, 517 
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liMPEROR CHARLES V. 

IN 1556 


N iln' Is! Aiit^nisi 1555, llio Kniporor Cliarlos V. 

liful alt(‘;L(Iy takcMi iij) lin alxulo m Iho park a 1 
I')Mi\('llcs, III ilii^ ni‘ar ilu^ Ijoiivain ‘ 

lli‘ was in l(ilrnibl(‘ lu'alili, llioii^li liablo to 

ali.u (if pMii ami nllici coiiiplamls AHIhmil^Ii lic^ now li.ibilii- 
all\ Uiii(‘ a loMi( i««Ih‘, a clniiMjo ol aKiro indinLiin^ and 

(irblf'nr, , 111' abln io walk aboiil liH loom williouL a siu'k. 

Will'll till' wi.illii'i w.is lino lio lodo oiili in iln^ jiaik on a sbo- 
iiiiilo , and b\ w.i) ol’iniin^f his hilon^lh, ho ovon vi*niiiii‘d iijion 
his iiLMMiiilo <li\i'iiitjn ol shoolinijj, 111 wliuh h(^ lonnd lhal. lu^ 
<onhl (*art\ hn inin lolciabl^ woll, lliom^h his sliK'ld was ioo 

h('a\ \ ibi his .11 in 

' Ih' li.itl pan li.i ( il tin-. hoiiM (01 0/ /;/a, ,i. il.nloci <.illsil)iii 'nul in 

1 t I'ail i» p iiH »1 iiml inipin\c'»l il, pH \ inns In In live iln*ic (ouIuihI, 

,t 1/nj/. Intioiiitiluni Jip 7-''. 7‘» 
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As soon as the King of England (for so his son Philip was 
called in right of his wife) arriFod, Charles began seriously to 
prepare for his abdication and for his retirement to Spain. 
Every day he was closeted with his son, and afterwards with 
his sister Mary, Queen of Hungary, Regent of the Netherlands, 
Anthony Perrenot, Bishop of Arras, his chief minister,^ and 
M. de Prat.® He sent an envoy to his brother Ferdinand, King 
of the Romans, to inform him that he intended to leave in his 
hands the government of the empire, until the formalities re¬ 
quired in the resignation of the imperial crown could be com¬ 
pleted. Rumour was busy with the order of things to be 
established under the new reign, and with the future move¬ 
ments of the Emperor The best-informed observers anticipated 
the continuance, which actually took place, of the Bishop of 
Arras as chief of the council, but they were divided in their 
opmions as to Charles’s probable choice of a residence, a matter 
which he seems purposely to have kept doubtful. It was taken 
for granted that he would continue to exercise much power, 
and the only question was as to the point he would choose from 
which to watch the political game. The Queen of Hungary, 
Arras, and De Prat, were supposed to be in favour of his remain¬ 
ing in the Low Countries, but as the presence of either Charles 
or Philip was greatly needed in Sj)ain, tlie English ties of the 
one and the inclinations of the other led to the expectation that 
it would be the Emperor who would repair thither. Various 
circumstances concurred to strengthen this expectation. Don 


^ Aftenvaidh Cauhual Gianvellc 

2 Louis de Flaudie, Scigneui dcPiatoi Piact, descended fioman illoniliinate 
luanch of the royal houses of Flander.-> and Burgundy, counsolloi .ind cliarnbei- 
lain of Clitiiles V , goveiiioi of Flandoi^ Knight of the Golden Fleece, and 
ministei of finance. 
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Luis de Oarvajal arrived off Zeland with a squadron of the 
Spanish fleet, bringing 300,000 crowns for the Emperor’s use; 
and Don Alvaro Bazan was said to be following with more 
vessels. The Queen of Englaijid was reported to have offered 
her fleet as a convoy to the Emperor during his voyage, and 
to have proposed to meet him herself at some point of the 
English coast. The Queen of Hungary sent a quantity of 
furniture and other baggage to the sea-coast: and she took into 
her service some Spanish ladies, which she had never done 
before. In October the preparations for the embarkation of the 
royal party had been openly begun; M. d’Andelot, a gentle¬ 
man of the Emperor’s household,^ was sent to Zeland to super¬ 
intend them, and they were pushed on so briskly, that it was 
generally believed in the imperial household that the departure 
would take place within a month. 

On the 2Sth October, at three o’clock in the afternoon, in 
the great hall of the palace of Bruxelles, the Emperor abdicated 
tlio sovereignty of the Low Countries in favour of his son Philip 
The coreinony was thus described by Fcdengo Badoer, ambassador 
fioiii the republic of Venice, in the following despatch ‘— 

1 \ 1 ()ST kSi-uunm PiiiNci:,—^"(‘^tcrdciy dflcr dinner the Kniperor made 
Lh(‘ ((‘^sion of llicso st.iL(‘s to lus most scieiic son, tlie lords and deputies 
|)(‘tition(‘d IIi.s Maj(‘sty that tiny ini^ht ho no longci bept 
waiLin;^, on account of tlui gicMl (‘\|ionM' to which they weic inil, <111 
t‘\pc‘na' ol 1,200 Ilorins cl.iily among thcmi all, and hoc aiisc* th(‘U‘ was 
now no hci])c‘ oi l,lic coming oI tlie dc‘]‘utacs fiom Fiiesland, and the' 
I'anpc'joi having foiinally cIc'cKu'c'd th.it, as ic‘g.iid(‘cl the* cpic‘stiou of ]>re- 


• III llio lol! of (lie licmst'liolcl .is it, stood at ils Inc'.i.'xiii" up ni June* IS5G, 
]Mihhshc‘d hy M (I.ith.iid [liiluntv <1 Moil <h) Vhai Us^Qiiuil, tom 11 p 71), 
,lo<ni (I’AndcIot appe.in as jmuni nthal/u Iiist e<pic*i ly , (teoijj;e crAiidelot 

as one* of (he* inaiiy (/rnli/fs homhus th In ias<i ^ and .IcKin l>.Lp*“ cfAiidclot 
as one of a loiiuf li^t of cashluis 
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cedeuce between Brabant and Flanders, his renunciation was to be made 
in Brabant solely for his personal convenience, and having assured them 
all that the King would confirm their old privileges, keeping these on 
their former footmg and grantmg them new privileges besides 
His Majesty came from his house through the park to the palace, 
mounted on a mule and wearing a long black dress with the Order of 
the Golden Fleece Shortly before him the most serene King of England 
had entered on foot. The Emperor took his seat m the great hall of 
the palace, having on his right hand the King, who also wore the Fleece, 
and on his left Queen Mary, near whom he made the Duke of Savoy 
sit, and then the Knights of the Fleece, and the lords and deputies of the 
provinces, all, after the Duke, having their heads bare 

One of the councillors of Brabant then began to narrate the causes 
which had led His Majesty to make this cession, which were his age 
and his lU-health, and after many observations in honour of their 
Majesties, concluded with the formal legal phrases used in public acts 
of cession and renunciation. The Emperor, with a paper of notes in 
his hand, because he could not retain firmly m his memory all that he 
had to say, recounted in their order the various actions of his life, the 
labours, hardships, and dangers sustamed in the course of his journeys 
by sea and land, and his enterprises for the defence of these states, now 
united with England, and of his other realms, and for the preservation 
of the empire and the benefit of religion, saymg m each case by the 
grace of God so I did, or so it happened, addmg that not feeling in 
himself the vigour which the government of so many states rcc[uired, 
and knowing that his son was capable of supporting weighty duties, he 
wished to give the remainder of his own life to the service of God, and 
cede these states, as he had done and would do others, to the King, 
further inforimng them that it was possible that he might leturn after¬ 
wards to see them, and saying tliat in this renunciation ho had ilie 
consolation of knowing that he left to tliem a prince worthy of tlic true 
faith and devotion which they had ever shown to himself, and to the* 
prince, subjects worthy of his merits Then turning to the King, lu' 
entreated liim to cheer him by taking upon himself this cliaigc vitli 
good will, exhorting him above all tilings to have a care for religion and 
justice At these last words the King’s Majesty rose u]) with his cap 
in his hand, and kneeling before the Emperor, s,ud that lii'^ earnest 
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desire had been that His Majesty should rule these and all his other 
states during the rest of his life; but that as His Majesty had firraly 
resolved otherwise, he for his own part swrore to follow out his com¬ 
mands to the utmost of his power. After which the Emperor embraced 
him, with many tears on both sides, which caused the Queen and many 
others to weep also. 

One of the deputies then replied in the name of the rest, that it had 
been the desire of them aU. that their lord should grant them this grace, 
that, as they had hved in security under the rule of the greatest prmce 
that Christendom had known for many ages, His Majesty would con¬ 
tinue to reign over them during the course of his life; but that, as it 
was the will of God that they were to undergo a change, they must 
render him their thanks for giving them such a ruler as the Kmg’s 
Majesty. After enlarging greatly in His Majesty^s praises, he concluded 
by saying that tliey would obey and serve hm heartily; and by entreat¬ 
ing him not to leave the country, for the sake both of lus own service, 
and their advantage. 

Tlie King, having said a few words, speaking, as the others had 
done, 111 Eroiich, then desired M d’Arras to address the deputies m his 
iLiino 111 a manner corresponding to lus regard Whereupon that most 
reverend lord said that the King’s Majesty accepted with goodwill the 
l)iirdeii now iinpobcd upon him, in the hope that God would grant him 
Ills grace, and assured tliem tliat lio would have tliat care for them winch 
was due. to th(‘ir loyalty and to the expectations which they had coii- 
<*eived of Inin He was lik(*wisc conlldent that henceforth they would 
sliow tli(*ni.s(ilvi‘s ol>(‘d](‘nt and well-disposed towards his ministers and 
()i(l(‘rs, using such wouls as were iiiteiprcted to mean that lie desired 
to h(‘ fnimslied with a sui)p]y of moneys for the -vvar. 

The (^)ueen th(‘ii stood up and Legged for leave to speak,—Scaying that 
if 111 th(‘ (*ouiM‘ of 1 h‘C gov(‘rumout slio had faded in anything, it arose 
iioni th(‘ weakness of her s(‘X, and not from lier oivii will,—and at some 
length, anil with her usual mascuhiio vigour, gave an account of her 
many yiwiis’ adniiinstiatioii. The deputy who had hcfoio spoken, liiiviiig 
thanked and higlily eoinmcndod lier in the name of the States, the 
Kan])(*ror at last in a few words g.ivc the assembly leave to dej^art 

Tins morning the Statc>s of Flanders and Lrahaiit met in a liall in the 
fj)ueen’s apaitmcntb to swear fidelity to the King, when JIis Majesty 
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confirmed in tlieir posts for one year all the official personages To¬ 
morrow the other States are to perform the same ceremony. 

The Archduke Ferdmand, met on the road by the Duke of Savoy, 
and by the Duke of Medinarceli (who went in the Emperor’s name), 
arrived this evemng with sixty followers, and ahghted at the pavilion 
of His Majesty, to which he was accompanied from the city gate by the 
Ivmg, who had gone thither to receive him. The day before yesterday 
the Archduke reached Louvain, four leagues hence, and remained there 
until to-day. 

[Here occurs a passage in cipher, of which the key is lost.] 

Orders have been given by his Imperial Majesty for the quarter¬ 
masters of his household to set out for Zeland for the purpose of pre¬ 
paring the cabms in the vessels, and of allotting them by name to the 
persons who are about to accompany him to Spain. Queen Mary had 
fixed upon taking thither 200 horses, but that number seemmg to His 
Majesty too great, he wished, upon seemg the list, to reduce it to 
eighty, diminishmg also the number of menial servants, hy allowing 
none of his gentlemen more than one each. The secretary Eraso has 
likewise been instructed to provide money to pay the commissaries who 
have furmshed the provisions, they having given notice that all the 
necessary stores had been laid m. 

Don Luis de Avila, who is general of light cavalry and cliamberlain 
of his Imperial Majesty, wishing to follow him, has resigned Ins com¬ 
mand The servants of the Emperor have waited on tlio King to 
inform him that in consequence of His IMajcsiy’s a])i)roaching departure, 
they have been summoned before the tribunals and severely i)ressed to 
pay for articles both of food and clothing which it was necessary that 
His Majesty should provide tlioni with during the time they had been 
in his service; and that they w^oic c\])ecting wiUi the greatest anxiety 
the announcement of the donations to bo mado to them, 111 onh'r hy 
these two methods to discharge their dohts The King, having (Mlh‘(l 
tlic chief servants before him, asked, hy way of counsel, their opinion 
as to what should be done They advised that the pcojilo attached to 
the court should at once pay a tliiicl of w^hat was due hy tliem, and 
engage to pay the remainder witlnii two years, finding security for the 
payment amongst the mcichant^j of Antwerp, in liopcs of tlius quieting 
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tlie creditors; npoa wMch His Majesty committed tlie affair to their 
charge to he thus arranged, as a trial of their good disposition. Com¬ 
mending myself to the grace of your serenity; from the 26th October, 
1555. Fbdbrigo Badobr, Ambassador. 

Addressed—To the Most Serene Prince, and most excellent lord, the 
Lord Francesco Veniero, by Divine grace Doge of Venice and my very 
worslnpful lord. 

On the 3rd November, M. d’Andelot returned from Zeland 
to announce that the fleet was ready for the voyage, and that 
the Emperor might sot out whenever he pleased. The time of 
departure, however, still remained uncertain. The Emperor's 
personal attendants remarked, as a conclusive sign of its near 
approach, that he had deprived himself of his most favourite 
amusement by causing his clocks to be packed up, and by giving 
his mechanician, Gianello (Giovanni Torriano), i,200 crowns, 
and leave of absence to visit his friends and attend to his private 
aflairs at Cremona, with orders to join him, by way of Genoa, 
in Spain. 

On the 9tli November, diaries had promised to give audience 
to the Venetian ambassador, but put him off, on account of an 
attack of gout. Till the close of the month, be was confined 
to his room by that disorder, and was chiefly in bed. His 
hands wore so severely affected that he was unable to feed liim- 
Bolf, and the symptoms wore accompanied by fever It was said 
that tho dopaiiuro would not lake placo bo Coro Christmas 
M. do Lacliauk, an old and favourite chamberlain,1 remarked 
that tho lOrnperor had ceased to talk about it; he thought that 
lie was also waiting for a remittance of 300,000 crowns from 
Spam; and some of tho otiicr ancient courtiers gave it as their 


^ Jean Ponpet, Seigneur of Lachaulx, one of tlie so7uelicrs dc corps 
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opinion, from their experience o£ His Majesty’s ways, that the 
spring was much less likely to find him in Castile than at the 
Diet at Eatisbon. On the other hand, M. de Eye, formerly the 
principal gentleman of the chamber/ returning to his home in 
Burgundy, was admitted to take leave of the Emperor as he lay 
in bed, and kissed his hand with many tears. On the 28 th 
November, Agostino Doria had an audience to ask for the pay¬ 
ment from the treasury of Spain of 100,000 crowns owing to 
the Prince Andrea Doria, for the maintenance of his galleys. 
Charles replied that the payment could not, for certain financial 
reasons, be made in Spain, but that the interest, 12 per cent., 
should forthwith be remitted to Genoa, and that the principal 
should be paid, if the Sicilian treasury could furnish the amount. 
Doria then inquired if His Majesty was soon to set out for I 

Spain. The Emperor answered that the time was not yet ? 
fixed, but that he would certainly go, and that illness even ^ 
should not stop him, “were he to be thrown on shipboard like 
a woolpack.” ^ The Queens’ gentlemen of the chamber were 
also continuing their preparations, their Majesties had dis¬ 
missed their Flemish, German and Hungarian ladies with 
presents; and Queen Mary had given up her guard of archers 
to the Duke of Savoy, who for some days had been administering 
public business as Eegent of the Netherlands. 

Early in December, a Spanish gentleman arrived from Valla¬ 
dolid, from the Eegent-Princess of Brazil, with the bad news that 
Bugia, an important fortress on the coast of Africa, had been 


1 Badoer calls him M. de Ri, but 1 spell the name as I Imd it in the hou‘*o- 
hold loll printed by M Gachaid, t n p 71 
® “Ma che non voleva per alcuiia ludi'-positioiie lestai di amlarvi, si ben 
dovesae faioi gettai in una nave, pei da la sua piopria paiolc, come imo sacco 
di lana.” 
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taken by the Moors. In bis account of the event, the envoy 
threw the blame upon the Council of Castile, which had pro¬ 
vided the garrison neither with reinforcements nor supplies for 
four months. The Emperor showed extreme displeasure at the 
intelligence, and seemed to suffer greater vexation from the loss 
than from any other untoward event of the war. The Spanish 
courtiers also feared that this success would embolden the 
Algerines to become still more active and daring in pillaging 
the coasts of Spain On the 6th December, rumours were 
rife that the Emperor’s voyage was given up for the winter. 
The Queen of England, who had again sent to know when her 
father-in-law intended to embark, was requested not to subject 
herself to further expense by beeping a squadron ready for sea. 
The squadron of vessels from Holland was dismissed, but not 
that under the orders of Carvajal, although he had repeatedly 
begged for leave to put to sea, in hopes of striking a blow 
against the French On the 12th or 13th, the Emperor had a 
fresh fit of gout, and on the i Sth he sent for his ministers and 
iokl them that ho had for the present postponed his departure 
for vSpain, but that he desired that the papers necessary for the 
cession to his son of the crowns of Spain and Sicily might 
bo prc])aicd with all despatch, that ho might execute them in 
JbiiM'lles In their pnvato conversation, tlio ministers said they 
liaidly know how or wlieii those formalities could be fulfilled, as 
the papers to bo signed, many of which were already prepared, 
amounted to above two thousand Meanwhile, the Queen of 
Jlungaiy, weary of doing nothing, began once more to attend 
the Council of tho States of Brabant. Usually arriving first, she 
relapsed into her old habits of commanJ, and would send for 
tlio Duke of Savoy, as if he woro merely one of the council, 
instead of Regent It was whispered that if the Emperor did 
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not go to Spain she would resume the government, and that 
she had been endeavouring to get the Duke of Savoy appointed 
Viceroy of Milan, on condition of his marrying her niece 
Christina, Duchess-Dowager of Lorraine. The Duke, it was 
said, was not averse to either part of the plan, but stipulated 
that the Viceroyalty, like the niece, should be secured to him 
for life. There were frequent hunting-parties, which were 
attended by the King, the Duke, and the Queen of Hungary, 
and balls at night, of which the King was very fond, frequently 
going to them masked. Upon this pastime an English envoy, 
sent by the fond Mary to inquire after the progress of his 
recovery from some slight ailment, remarked that he would take 
care not to tell his mistress how the King went about masking 
and dancing, for she would hear of it with great indignation. 

On the first day of 1556, the Emperor was still suffering and 
confined to bed. At Christmas, he had refused to communicate 
or confess, hoping soon to be better, and not choosing to receive 
those sacred rites in bed; but on New Tear’s Day, he resigned 
himself to his invalid fate, and caused them to be administered. 
He authorised the Eling and court, it was said, to return to the 
use of silk, remarking that for himself he should for the rest of 
his days wear mourning for the Queen his mother. The papers 
for the renunciation of his remaining crowns were now ready, 
and his inability to perfect them by his signature was producing 
much public and private inconvenience Bruxelles was full of 
suitors from various distant provinces, who complained that none 
of the ministers, neither the Emperor’s nor the King’s, would 
listen to a word of their cases. It was not until the i6th 
of January that Charles found himself equal to the ceremony 
of abdication, which the Venetian records in the following 
despatch — 
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Most serene Prinob, —The Emperor has to-day made his renunciatioii 
of the kingdoms of Spam and Sicily to his most serene son, in his own 
chamber in the lodge. His Majesty occupied a high chair, and the King 
of England a lower one over against him. On the Emperor^s right 
hand was Queen Eleanor, and on his left Queen Mary. Behind the 
King stood Monsieur d’Arras and about fifty lords and knights of the 
two courts, all with their caps in their hands. 

The Emperor spoke for nearly an hour, very feebly and as if suffering 
pain; saying first that he thanked God that he at last found himself 111 
a condition to fulfil his obligations to him and to his vassals, to make 
this renunciation as soon as possible, for, as regarded his subjects, not 
having the bodily strength which he once had, he had most unwillingly 
left them without that careful government which they desired, and he 
knew that there had been much murmuring in many quarters because 
there had been so long a delay in carrying his intentions into effect; 
but that still, in executing his determination, he would rather be blamed 
for slowness, than for doing anything with inconsiderate haste. Placing 
his hand on his breast, he then swore that since his victories over the 
Duke of Saxony and the Landgrave of Hesse he had been thinking of 
making this renunciation, and that when a year and a half ago he was 
in the field at Konti, and had determined to give battle to the King 
of Eranco, lio had nothing more at heart than to take order tliafc the 
chest, containing the deeds of renunciation and other important docu¬ 
ments, slioiild bo cairied to a place of safety, for if the battle had taken 
place, and he had by evil foituuo lost it, as might well have happened, 
seeing tlio infenoiily of Ins foico to that of the Xing, he must have 
been either slain or niado prisoner, there heiiig no hope of escape from 
one or other of these chances, when, had he been slain, his son would 
havo succeeded, as Ins heir, to all his .states, and, if lie had remained in 
tliG enemy’s hands, lie was anxious that tlio Xing should not ho ^mt to 
the expense of lansonnng him as a sovereign, hvit nieiely as a private 
gimtleinan and his father Ke next proceeded to say that, by his own 
disposition, he would have liecn well pli‘ascd to have csc.iped the cares 
of sovereignty, and that if the ICing of the Konians had not hcen with¬ 
out childien for six years, and then had for his fiist child a daughter, 
lie liiinsolf would not li.ivo taken a wife at all, but would have left him 
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successor to all his states. Then, as when lie abdicated the sovereignty 
of these provinces, he recounted in the same order and one by one all 
the expeditions and enterprises which he had undertaken in the course 
of his life, showmg how all of them had been prompted rather by 
necessity than by inclination, and recommended to the King his faithful 
and valiant vassals, exhorting him to do them justice and to honour 
them according to their deserts. Last of all, he gave him, with his own 
hand, his will signed and sealed, and his own gold seal, saying that 
this seal ought now to be broken, seeing that since the will was made at 
Augsburg a long time ago, it had sealed no other document, and he 
wished that it might never be used again. Having made this renuncia¬ 
tion absolutely, and as if he had passed into a better life, he had now 
only to ask the King to execute exactly the instructions contained in 
his will; and at this point he began to weep freely. The deeds of 
abdication of the kingdoms of Castile, Leon and other dependencies, and 
the Indies were then placed before him, and after he had signed them, 
the King rose and went to kiss the hand of his Imperial Majesty. The 
deeds for the realms of Aragon, Valencia, and Catalonia were next 
brought, and after they had been subscribed, the King again kissed His 
Majesty^a hand. His Imperial Majesty now spoke these formal words, 
“Nothing now remains for me to do, but to make over to you Sicily,” 
which he did with peculiar precision, the Sicilians standing by, as if to show 
that they did not admit the claim of Aragon that Sicily was a dependency 
of that crown, and after the deed had received liis signature, Ins hand 
was once more kissed by the King. His Imperial Majesty now turned 
to the Sicilian and other gentlemen and witnesses, and told them to go 
and kiss the King’s hand, as their sole liege lord, uhicli was immediately 
done He then further remarked that he had now reserved to liimself 
nothing but the Empire, which he would endeavour to rule with the 
same good intentions as before, and that if it had been God’s pleasure 
that the people of the imperial states had known him better, they might 
have been on better terms with lum than they now were. The Inismess 
of the renunciation being thus despatched, the Emperor dismissed the 
Queens and the rest of the assembly, remaining alone with the Xing, 
with whom, as I have heard privately from one of the chamberlains. 
His Majesty was engaged in looking over papers, apparently memorials, 
which he took from a small box, and, after reading them through, 
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one by one, tore up. Monsieur d'Arras, on being asked whether the 
omission of all mention of the state of Burgundy in the renunciations 
implied that its sovereignty was not renounced, said that although 
the Emperor had given up to the King the Mastership of the Golden 
Fleece, he had nevertheless reserved his other rights over that pro¬ 
vince ^ 

Within this hour the King of Spain has despatched a gentleman into 
England, to the Queen his consort, to give her notice of the renunciation 
of these various realms, and to congratulate her, in his name, upon the 
many and great crowns of which she may now be styled Queen, and 
of which she is no less mistress than of her own crown of England; 
and also to assure her, that after a visit to Antwerp, whither he goes 
to-morrow, he will merely remain for a few days with the Emperor and 
then rejoin her with all expedition. 

I send your Serenity the list of all the persons to whom donations are 
allowed by the decree executed by his Imperial Majesty immediately 
upon his renunciation. The Archbishopric of Yalencia has not been given 
to Monsieur d’Arras, notwithstanding Ins urgent suit for that preferment, 
and for the transfer of that which he now holds to his brother the 
Abbot of Taverni a thing at which many people are greatly surprised. 
But I have heard some persons say, that the Bishop of Cambray being 
at the point of death, Monsieur d'Arras has been told that the King 
will give him that bishopric. The pensions assigned to cardinals and 
other persons at Romo dcjiending on the Spanish King have not been 
particularly notilied to their agents, it being the King’s wish that the 
iii&t news of them should bo given by liis ambassador at Rome To 
Signor Gio Butt Gastaldo lias lieen granted, according to liis reciuest, 
the company of fifty men at arms which formerly belonged to the 


* Since 1511, in virtue of <l lic.ity concliuled ^MLll Franco undor tlie giiai.inteo 
of the Swiss Confedei.ition, noiiti.ility m W'ai had been observed between the 
Ihirgundi.in inoMiiees belonging to the house of Ansiiia and that pait of the 
ancient domain of Huigundy which had been aimc'Ccd to Fiance by Louis XI. 
Thm tiealy had been iimewed by Cliailcs V in 1555 foi live yeais, hut as lie 
hadHtipiilatod only foi hiiuHclf and notfoi hie hens, he feaied that tlicneutiahty 
might not he rospecLod if he ceded the soveieigniy to FJiilip duimg the con¬ 
tinuance of the w'ai. The cession w^as thcieforc postponed until peace had been 
made 
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Marquess of Marignano. I commend myself to the grace of your 
Serenity ;’^rom Bruxelles the i6th of January, 1555. 

Ebdeuigo Badoeu, Amhassador. 

—^To the Most Serene Prince and most excellent lord, the 
Lord Francesco Yeniero, hy Divine grace Doge of Yenice, and my very 
ivorshipful lord. 

Negotiations were soon afterwards opened at Oambray for 
peace, or at least a cessation of hostilities, between the crowns 
of France and Spain. At the end of January or the beginning 
of February, a truce for five years was concluded at the Abbey of 
YauceUes. Xing Philip soon afterwards rewarded the services 
of his favourite, Euy Gomez de Silva, at the diplomatic confer¬ 
ences, by bestowing on him the estate of Eboli, near Salerno, j 

worth 3,000 ducats a year, from which he eventually took 1 

the title of prmce At the end of February, some twenty I 
gentlemen of the imperial household asked and obtained leave 
to retire, and returned home to Spain, some through France and 
others by sea. The oldest and most considerable of these re¬ 
tiring attendants was Don Luis de Avila, who had been about 
the Emperor from his youth, and who had not only been a 
constant companion in arms, but the historian of his campaigns 
in Germany in 1546 and 1547. He was supposed to retire m 
disgust at receiving no promotion, and at being passed over in 
two separate creations of councillors of Oastilo. 

On the 14th March, the truce was proclaimed with drum 
and trumpet, the mar of cannon, and the chiming of bells m 
Bruxelles, Antwerp, and all the chief towns of the Notlieilands. 

The ambassadors of Henry II. of France, the Admiral do Coligny 
and other magnates, arrived at Bruxelles on the 2Sth, and woio 
graciously received by the King on the following d.ty. Tlio 


APPENDIX. 


507 


Emperor being confined to bod by gout, and unable to receive 
them, his excuses were conveyed to them by the Bishop of Arras. 
On the following Sunday, Palm Sunday, after performing mass, 
Arras administered the oath on the crucifix, by which King 
Philip, and the ambassadors, in the name of their master, swore 
to maintain the truce of Vaucelles. When this ceremony was 
over, Ooligny and his companions waited upon the Emperor, and 
had a gracious reception and a long interview,^ in which he also 
swore to observe the treaty. 

On the afternoon of the 31st March, the Venetian ambassador 
had an audience of Charles, to ofier the congratulations of the 
Doge and Signory on the ratification of the truce. “I found 
him,” he wrote, in very good bodily health, and more cheerful 
in his eyes and movements than I had ever seen him before.” 
Tho ambassador then delivered himself of a long address, full 
of compliments upon the occasion, and upon the prudence with 
which King Philip had begun to reign over the states resigned 
by Ills Majesty by concluding negotiations which were likely to 
be so beneficial to Christendom. The Emperor replied in a 
speech hardly less formal and elaborate Ambassador,” he said, 
‘‘I have so often had opportunities of recognising the good 
feeling of the Signory towards me, that it is hardly necessary to 
repeat tliafc I recognise it now, and to assuro you that it shall 
1)0 iny constant endeavour to maintain and strengthen between 
Iho Sigunry and the King my son tho good uiidcistanding and 
fiioiidsliip wlucli I myself have enjoyed. As to my renunciation 


^ Of tins intciviow a imnuic account is pfivcn l>y llihicr, Leiftes ct Memoiies 
(VvLui sons Ics rhjni"i dv Futm^ois /, Henry //, etc, 2 voIh lol , Tans, 1677 
Voynqe dc M I'Amnal, n ]) ^33, Avhicli I have used in the Cltndei Life oj 
Chailcs V , chaj) 1 sii])].), i»|> 21 5 
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of power, I made tliat of my own free will, and in pursuance 
of a long-cherished desire, and I am well pleased with it; for I 
am enfeebled both by age and illness, and it was time that my 
son should no longer postpone the cares of government. I was 
never at any time solicitous to bear these burdens, and to this 
step I have been long looking forward. Men may now see how 
far that has been true which has been said by many, that I 
wished to make myself monarch of the world. Such a thought, 
I assure you, never came into my mind, nor would it, had the 
thing been attainable even by words instead of deeds.” He then 
held up his hands, crippled by gout, and, after a pause, proceeded ; 

How I have no thought but how to pass my remnant of life as 
free from care and pain as I can; and I desire to retire some¬ 
whither, where I may finish it in the service of God.” The 
ambassador then took his leave, thanking the Emperor for grant¬ 
ing him so long an audience, congratulating him on his peaceful 
and Christian frame of mind, and hoping that his life might be 
long and tranquil, as it bad hitherto been glorious. “ I did not 
trouble him,” he adds, “ with the news that had reached me 
of the fleet now fltting out at Constantinople, nor about the 
galleys of our merchants wrongfully detained in Sicily ” (a matter 
of warm and tedious diplomatic dispute between the Venetian 
and Imperial governments), “ knowing that it would only annoy 
bim, because he has given out that he will not be spoken to 
about afiairs of business any more ” 

In April, an English envoy, Paget,^ arrived at Bruxelles, 
charged with a mission by Queen J\'Iary, of which the real object 
was to discover when JMiilip intended to como back to her 


^ Badoei Ctills him tl sifjnoi It A^.lS i)roba])ly Sir llciir;y K 1>, 

>\ho became bccond Lord Paget in 1566, and died in 1578 
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longing arms. The Emperor received liim on the 19th, with 
his usual courtesy. Paget informed him of his mistress’s anziety 
for the Edng’s return; and in Her Majesty’s name begged for his 
good oflaces towards that end, and also for his advice as to the 
settlement of her religious dxfl£cultieSj ^^the examples of the 
persons put to death not having had the hoped-for effect of 
bringing the people back to the Catholic faith.” On the latter 
interesting point the Emperor*s reply was not reported to the 
Venetian ambassador; but as regarded the King, he said that 
he could not go to England until he had seen his cousin Maxi¬ 
milian, King of Bohemia, who was expected in May. Philip 
was meanwhile engaged in practising tilting, in preparation for 
a tournament to be held on occasion of Maximilian’s visit, when 
the knights of Bruxelles were to maintain the beauty of the 
ladies of that city against that of the ladies of Malines, supported 
by their cavaliers. 

Towards the end of April, M. de Lachaulx and several other 
gentlemen were sent down to Burgundy to perform in the 
Emperor s name the renunciation of that province in the assembly 
of its States ^ They were also commissioned to take possession 
of the country for the King. Lachaulx asked for a month’s 
leavo of absonco to visit liis friends in Burgundy, but was only 
allowed eight days. 

Various causes combined to jiostpone, from week to week, 
the aiiival of the King and Queen of Bohemia. Maximilian 
was noaily concerned in negotiations pending between lus father 
Ferdinand, King of the Homans, and his uncle the Emperor, as 
to the renunciation of the imperial crown, of which Charles 
wished to obtain the reversion, on Ferdinand’s death, for his sou 


^ ScT supia, 505, note. 
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Philip. Until he had seen his nephew, therefore, Charles would 
not set out for Spain; and he was also desirous of embracing 
his daughter Mary, Maximilian’s Queen, before quitting the north 
for ever. Expected in May, the royal pair did not arrive in the 
Netherlands until after the middle of July. The preparations 
for the voyage of the Emperor and the Queens his sisters had 
been resumed in earnest in April; the list of their personal 
attendants was being made up; and by the middle of May, the 
Biscayan ship Santo was lying oiBF Zuitburg, nearly 

ready for the reception of her imperial passengers. From week 
to week the embarkation was put off, because the King and 
Queen of Bohemia were detained in Germany. 

Meanwhile the sunshine diffused over the court of Bruxelles 
by the pacific ceremonial of Palm Sunday had been greatly 
overcast. Within a month of the exchange of ratifications, the | 
French Eng’s fidelity to the truce had fallen under grave sus¬ 
picion. Complaiuts of aggression from France were made by 
various commanders of posts on the Flemish frontier. There 
were bad news from Africa. Prom Oran, the Count of Alcaudete 
wrote that the Moors were pressing him hard, and that he was 
in great want of men and munitions, but that, if needs were, 
he and his five sons would die in the place. A galley carrying 
five hundred men to his aid was attacked and taken at sea by 
the Algerine rovers. The gold of the Most Christian King was 
suspected to be at the bottom of this Moslem activity on both 
elements. The Eegent of Spain directly charged the French 
fleet with the capture of a plate ship off the Canaries. In Juno 
the plague broke out at Bruxelles; and two persons died close 
to the Emperor’s retreat, one of thorn an assistant in the shop 
of his apothecary. Somewhat alarmed, Charles ordered his door 
towards the street to be fastened up, and that leading to the 
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park alone to be used ; and lie enjoined the King to discontinue 
his public audiences ^ 

Early in July, the quartermaster of the King of Bohemia, the 
Count of Salms, and the prepositor of Trent,^ arrived at Bruxelles; 
and on the i6th5 Maximilian and his Queen were met near 
Louvain by King Philip. Next day at noon they made their 
entry into Bruxelles, escorted by 2,000 horse, and received at 
the gates, according to the custom of the town, by a number of 
men bearing lighted torches. On reaching the palace, they 
found the Queens of Prance and Hungary and the Duchess of 
Lorraine waiting for them at the foot of the staircase. After 
dinner they crossed the park to the Emperor’s lodge, accom¬ 
panied by the King of Spain. Charles received them with con¬ 
siderable ceremony and some stiffness in a room on the ground 
floor. He first embraced Maximilian, and then his daughter 
Mary, taking off his cap, and sitting with it in his hand during 
the conversation which ensued. Next day they had another 
long interview with him On several following days, Mary saw 
her father alone for several hours at a time. No official account 
of tho subject of the conference was promulgated. The Spanish 
courtiers and politicians asserted that the King and Queen of 
Boliemia had come to discuss a project which the Emperor had 
greatly at heart lie wished his brother Ferdinand either at 
ouco to give up the imperial succession to his son Maximilian, 
and to consent to Philip’s election as King of the Eomans, or 


1 Oa llio 291)1 Jiiiio, Cliailcs thoufj^ht li iidviBdhlo to quit JliiixeUes foi the 
c.istle of .1 fiw iniltis oH’, wlicio ho icinanied until the 15th July, 

(hichaid,I29-I3r In my CLoiUer Life of Empetoi CkailesV 
1 h,wo fallen into the uii^l.ike Itouectod in tins edition, feiipra, p 25], which 
sin have oi I'^inatod in Vtiiidencsso’s TNTS Jouuuil, of saying that he retired 
to (Ininhniglu'Ti 
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to ascend tte throne himself and allow Philip to enjoy the second 
dignity, it being understood that on Philip’s becoming Emperor, 
the crown of the Eomans and the reversion of the Empire should 
belong to Maximilian. As an inducement to this arrangement, 
Charles and Philip were said to be willing to exchange the rich 
Belgian provinces for those of Tyrol and Carinthia. On the 
other hand, the prepositor of Trent, the confidential adviser of 
Maximilian, assured the Venetian ambassador that his master 
had not undertaken this journey of his own free will, but only 
because he had been informed that his uncle the Emperor was 
displeased with him. He hoped that there was no cause of 
offence that might not easily be explained; but he was also sure 
that, in the face of the present unsettled aspect of public affairs, 
and of the menacing union of the King of Prance and the Pope, 
neither the King of the Eomans nor his son would make any 
proposal for a change in the natural order of the succession or 
in the distribution of the territories of the house of Austria. 

The plague had now happily disappeared; but the people of 
Bruxelles complained loudly of the excessive price of provisions 
and all articles of daily necessity, occasioned by the presence 
of six crowned heads in the town. On the 20th, the Queen of 
Hungary gave a grand banquet m the paik; and the day after, 
another was given in the same place by tlie King of Spain. 
Tournaments were held on the 2 5tli and 26th. Amongst the 
guests at these festivities was the Earl of Arundel, a new envoy 
from England, sent on the old errand, to entreat Philip to return 
to his disconsolate Queen. 

While the combined courts feasted and danced and jousted, 
the aspect of public affairs at home and abroad grew every day 
more grave The States of Brabant, which had now been sitting 
for some time, were far more intent on expounding their griev- 
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ances than on granting supplies. Neither the blandishments of 
the Duke of Savoy nor the sagacity of the Bishop of Arras, nor 
even the practised skill of Queen Mary herself, brought to bear 
upon them as a last resource, could induce them to vote any 
money. The nobles of Spain and the Netherlands, with crowned 
heads for their leaders, were breaking their lances in the splendid 
tilt-yard, when news came that a French captain with 600 men 
and several pieces of cannon had attacked and nearly demolished 
two walled towns on the borders of Luxemburg. The Council 
of State immediately assembled at the Emperor*s lodge. A 
regiment of foot and some squadrons of horse were ordered to 

march; and the ordnance department at Malines was required | 

to provide artillery reinforcements for several frontier places of | 

strength. The Duke of Savoy demanded explanations from the \ 

French ambassador, who pretended that no breach of the truce 
had been committed by his master’s troops, but that the out¬ 
rage complained of had arisen out of an old dispute between 
two border towns. Meanwhile the ambassador himself was 
jealously watching the military forces of the Netherlands, and 
had despatched a secret emissary to observe the fleet at Zeland. 

On learning that it consisted of thirty-two sail, he replied to 
lluy Oomoz, who some days later complained of the activity 
which prevailed in the neighbouring garrison towns of France, 
that his master had equal reason to complain of so great a naval 
force kept together on so slight a pretext as the Emperor’s 
voyage, a voyage which, ho ventured to say, would never take 
place. Eveiy courier from the south brought fresh proofs of the 
hostility of the Pope to the King of Spain; and it was obvious 
that the truco fur five years would hardly last for five months. 

But, notwithstanding the incredulity of the French ambassador, 
the Emperor had now resolved to delay his departure no longer. 
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The King of Bohemia returned to Germany early in August, 
remarting to the Nuncio before he went, that although the world 
gave him credit for having come on some great political errand, 
nothing had been done that might not have been done in his 
absence. On the 9th August, Charles set out for Ghent at three 
in the afternoon. During the morning of that day he received 
his natural uncle the Bishop of Lifege,^ the other bishops, and 
various considerable people of Flanders, who came to take their 
leave. As they quitted the lodge, several of these personages 
were observed to shed tears. Charles himself betrayed no 
emotion until he passed out of the town gates. Then he too 
was seen to weep, turning round several times as he went along 
to look back upon the familiar walls which he was leaving 
behind for ever. The King rode for a league beside the litter, 
before he left his father with his attendants and an escort of two 
hundred mounted archers of the guard The Queens of Prance 
and Hungary followed in two days; and later in the month the 
King and the foreign ministers also repaired to Ghent. 

On the 27th August, the ambassadors were summoned to take 
leave of the Emperor. He received most of them aloiie, the 
envoy of Sienna going in first, the Florentine next, thirdly the 
Nuncio, and fourthly the Venetian The representatives of 
Mantua and Ferrara were admitted together, and last of all came 
the ambassador of Portugal The envoys of Franco and England 
do not appear to have been present Charles told them that 
he was to set out next day for Zeland, and that with tlic fits! 
favourable wind he would sail for Spain, 'vvheie he ]](>p{*(l tu 


^ Geoige of Austiia, natinal sou of the Em])ci()r ]\taxiinili»T,ii I Eioin the 
bisliopiic of Biixen in tlie Tyrol lie Mas i.iifeed to the aicliiepiwcopal tlirone of 
Valencia in Spam in 1538, but resigned it in 1544, on being clioscn Piince- 
bishop of Li^Jge He died on the 4th May 1557, aged hftj -t^^o 3 ears. 
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spend the remainder of his days in retirement and the service of 
God. He was very gracious to all except the Nuncio, whom he 
had consented to receive only at the urgent entreaty of Arras, 
and whom he was supposed to have treated with marked cold¬ 
ness ; because the churchman left his presence with a very 
downcast air, and refused to tell his colleagues what had been ' 
said to him. 

Next day, the 28th, about the houx’ of vespers, the Emperor 
once more ascended his litter. The deputies of the States, who, 
to punish their obstinacy, had been brought to Ghent to con- j 
tinue their deliberations, and who had voted him 25,000 crowns | 
for his voyage, stood around to witness his departure, and knelt to j 
kiss his hand as he passed. The example was followed by the i 
members of the Council of State, of whom the last was the great ^ 
Arras himself, “ kneeling down in the street before His Majesty’s < 
litter, with a very doleful countenance.” The litter was at last 
put in motion, and, escorted by the King and the whole court, 
it convoyed tlio Emperor to a palace about a league aud a half 
distant from Ghent, by the seaside The ministers and courtiers 
generally spoke with groat regret of his de]parlure No one,” 
said liny Gomez and Bernardino de Mendoza to tlie Venetian 
ambassador, “ can discern any reason for it, except His Majesty’s 
nu‘re will and pleasure ” llwy Gomez even hoped that it might 
still be prevented by bad weather or a lit of the gout, ioi, 
said lie, “ it IS a step against the King’s interest and desire, and 
the ]^lmperor might just as well have remained in retirement and 
afi.ut 110111 alTaiis here, wlioie he would have been at hand to 
U'.Mst tliG King with advice ” 

After passing two days witli his father and aunt, Philip took 
Ins leave They parted with many tears on both sides. The 
King was probably recalled to Ghent by the menacing aspect ol 
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his relations with Prance and Rome. A few days after his 
return, the French ambassador signified to him that his master 
had heard with deep concern that the Duke of Alba had received 
authority to commence hostilities against the Pope; and that if 
such an offence against God and his Holiness were committed, 
his Most Christian Majesty must consider it a breach of the 
truce, and would himself take up arms. Philip replied that 
he was acting purely on the defensive, and that the movements 
of Alba depended wholly on those of the Pontiff, Intelligence 
was also received that Anthony, Duke of Vend6me, or King of 
Navarre, as he was styled in France, was raising troops on the 
Pyrenean frontier; another sign of the speedy rupture of the 
truce. 

For the first two weeks of September the wind continued un¬ 
favourable. The shores of Zeland were thronged with merchant 
vessels waiting to sail under the convoy of the imperial fleet. 
On the Sth, some symptoms of a change of wind appearing, the 
Emperor sent for Philip; but the wind reverting to its old 
quarter, the King did not obey the summons. On the yth, the 
Bishop of Arras was sent for, and repaired to the coast. It was 
reported at Ghent that Queen Eleanor was ill of fever; and that 
the Emperor had ordered a fresh supply of biscuit. On the 
lOth, Charles caused all lus baggage, except his bed and liis 
clocks, to be put on board. On the i6th, tidings reached Ghent 
that he had himself embarked at three o’clock that morning^ 


^ The Gonzalez MS makes tlie r^tli tJic (lay of the EmjxTor’H eriil>aHvati(>n 
M. Gachaid prefeis the 15th, 011 the autlioiity of an existing MS iiecounl-book 
of Couiifeelloi Micanlt, a ]veibon who w.is in atlemhiTice on Cliiuh‘s and the 
Queens until they left the soil of Flanders. Tlic &i<iteiiiLnt of IJadoor, not- 
Avithstandiiig il&piecibion, as it iiiubt have iebl(‘d on hearsay evidence, Lsi)eiha])s 
less to he lelied upon. 
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Thirty-six persons of the household were with him, including 
M. de Lachaulx, “ GianneUo of Cremona, his clockmaber/’ ^ and 
the Fleming, Malineus, his reader.*’ ^ The King immediately 
set off for the coast, but it was doubtful whether he would arrive 
before the fleet sailed. On the 19th, the Esjpiritub SantOy bearing 
the imperial standard, was seen off Nieuport, running before so 
fair a breeze that she might hope to make Laredo in seven days. 
The well-filled sails of the Biscayan ship soon carried Charles V. 
out of sight of the low shores of his native Netherlands. 


^ Cloister Life of the Emperor Charles F., supia, pp 116, 442. 
2 Id , pp. 106, 431. 
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